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Mr. WicamAM was now desirous of leaving Switzerland. 
BTis health had suffered ftom the incessant toil of the pre- 
ceding two years. He felt that the time for insiu-rec* 
tions in the interior of France had gone by. The 
insincerity of the Cabinet of Vienna, and the continued 
inaction of the Austrian Generals on the Rhine, prevented 
any expectation of adequate co-operation from that 
quarter, although the arrival of General Mack seemed, 
for a time, to afford some ground for hope. Mr. Wick- 
ham was wearied out by the hopeless duplicity of the 
Emigrants and the French Princes, their passion for 
intrigue, their signal want of discretion in the choice of 
the agents they employed, and their inveterate distrust of 
England, the only power which really helped them. A 
letter from Mons. Dandre to the Due de la Vauguyon, 
written at the beginning of this year, of which I give 
a translation, shows Mr. Wickham's feelings on the 
subject. 

* It is with great sorrow that I decide on giving you an 
account of a conversation which I have had with Mr. 
Wickham, and which has cut me to the heart, but I 
think I owe it to the interest of His Majesty. After 

VOL* IL B 
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having made me read an article in the Journal General 
de France of 10th December, 1796, in the foreign intel- 
ligence, which is a diatribe against the foreign powers, 
he added, with feeling : " If persons of high rank had not 
entertained and proclaimed such ideas, this royalist writer 
would not express himself thus. My Government has 
removed me from an important post to send me here, 
because my principles and myself being known to zealous 
partisans of the King, they had reason to hope that I 
should meet with entire confidence in my mission. 
But I have long since felt the contrary. People are more 
ready to believe what is spread abroad by subordinate 
agents, than what is said by an upright man influenced 
by honour alone. It is this which has induced me to ask 
for my recall, which I continue to do more urgently than 
ever. I have numerous proofs of the suspicions cast upon 
my Court, and consequently upon me. They have gone so 
far as to affirm in the most royalist of the newspapers, 
La Quotidienne^ that Mr. Pitt was an accomplice in the 
assassination of the King. The army of Cond^ and the 
whole of France re-echo clamours of this sort You 
know I have never had any concealment from you. I 
have always imparted to you my fears as well as my 
hopes. My openness and my integrity did not deserve 
such a return." Mr. Wickham also communicated to 
me two letters intercepted by Buonaparte, and inserted in 
La Sentinelle^ No. 540, of the 19th December, 1796. 
He was greatly astonished to see that such letters, ex- 
plaining themselves so clearly and not in cypher, should 
be entrusted to the common post, the more so as it is 
notorious that letters for Genoa are opened at Milan on 
their way ; and it is not the first time that Mr. Wickham 
has heard, through other channels, of the same thing hap- 
pening. It is certain, Monsieur, that discoveries of this 
kind give the Directory terrible weapons, and make the 
surveillance of the interior doubly strict, which makes the 
work more and more diflScult and perilous. I combated 



1707] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 3 

Mr. Wickhain's impressions as much as I possibly could, 
but I could not convince him. However, in justice to 
his character, I am quite siure he will act consistently 
with the past. God grant he may not be recalled as he 
wishes I ' 

Even the Prince de Cond^, although a man of high 
honour and sincerity, confided, from want of judgment, 
in persons Uke Montgaillard, by whom he was almost 
invariably betrayed. 

In the month of March of this year the indiscretion of 
the French King's agents, the Abb6 Brotier, Lavilleheur- 
nois, and Duveme de Presle, in tampering with Colonel 
Malo, who afiected to fall in with their views for the 
purpose of betraying them, aflforded the Directory the 
opportunity of strengthening their position by proclaiming 
that they had discovered and defeated a royalist plot. All 
hopes that had ever been entertained from Fichegru, from 
Camot or Barth^lemy, were completely annihilated by the 
coup cPetat known as the 18th Fructidor (September 4), 
which was contrived by three of the Directors, Barras, 
Eewbell, and Larevelliere L^peaux, carried into execution 
by General Augereau, and resulted in the transportation 
to French Guiana of Kchegru, Barth^lemy, Willot and 
Brotier, Carnot escaping to Geneva. 

The Jacobins were now supreme in France, and forth- 
with proceeded to their atrocious attack upon Switzer- 
land. It was necessary for their purpose to procure the 
removal of the one man they feared in that country. 
Mengaud was accordingly despatched in October* with a 
note to the Government of Berne curtly insisting on their 
ordering Mr. Wickham to quit the country without delay. 

* Not in July, as Btated by Sir of Europe,' tenth cd. 1860, vol. iv« 
Archibald Alison in his ' History p. 449. 
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Mr. Wickham to General Ptchegim. 

(Translation of Draft.) 9 Jan. 1797. 

I have sent you by Coco [Badouville] 2,000 Louis. 
You can have more if you wish. I only ask you to let 
me know the nature of the use that you wish to make of 
them, without entering too much into details. Le Major 
[Rousillon], to whom indeed I have said nothing as yet, 
will be our go-between for transmitting our correspond- 
ence and funds (he is less liable to suspicion than anyone 
else), always supposing that you have the same confidence 
in him that I have. 

Notice of Pichegru,^ 

(Translation.) 

Pichegru was born at Arbois ;f he is the son of a poor 
vine-dresser. Having shown in his childhood consider- 
able aptitude for study, several persons interested them- 
selves about him and made him go through a course of 
schooling. They afterwards enabled him to enter as a 
novice among the ' Minimes ' of Arbois, whence he was 
sent to the military school established among the 

* Minimes ' of Brienne, in order to become a professor of 
mathematics. Later, being tired of this situation, he 
entered the artillery, where his knowledge of mathematics 
enabled him to rise to the rank of sergeant major, then 
to that of third lieutenant, which he had just reached at 
the time of the Eevolution. 

Pichegru has always shown gratitude to his benefactors. 
He was much beloved by the late Mons. Demont, late 

* capitaine commandant ' of the regiment of Enghien, with 
whom he always spent his holidays. 

He is about forty years of age, and much better bred 
than would be imagined from his birth. Since his elevation 
to the rank of General he has been to Arbois, where he 
.behaved remarkably well to all the good people who had 

• It does not appear who was province of Franche-Compte and 
the author of this paper. department of the Jura, famous 

f Arbois, a small town in the for its wine. 
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been of use to him. He has even employed his interest 
.to prevent the district, then Jacobin, from molesting cer- 
tain of them. He has never shown himself * enrag^ ; ' 
and perhaps at that time it would have been easy to have 
turned him to account, at least many things he said in 
confidence would seem to indicate this. Pichegru has, 
at Arbois, only one sister named Toinette, who, after 
having had three children, unmarried, became nurse in 
the service of Mr. Doussiere, honorary Councillor in the 
Parliament of Metz, at Arbois ; she is now the wife of a 
poor journeyman of Arbois. Pichegru gave her some 
assistance, as well as to a girl who had been his mistress 
and by whom he had a child. 

One may say that, except for his serving a detestable 
cause, Pichegru deserves to be distinguished by his talents, 
conduct, and humanity from the wretched blackguards 
who have made a momentary fortune under the tri-colour 
flag. 

His first step in the revolutionary service was to be 
commandant of a battaUon of volunteers, which was 
stationed for some months in 1792 in the Baillage of 
Pontarlier. 

Pichegru lodged at Jougne with the citizen Vincent, a 
respectable inhabitant of that country and colonel of the 
National Guard of this canton : I had him yesterday to 
sup and sleep with me, on his way back from the fair at 
Morges. We drank to the health of General Pichegru, 
whom we have both of us always known as deserving the 
esteem of the good people to whom he dared to confide 
his opinions and his then way of thinking. 

Mr. Wickham to Sir Morton Eden. 

(Draft.) (In white ink.) Bern : 14th Jan'. 1797. 

I am informed that Mr. La Harpe, formerly Governor 
to the children of the present Emperor of Eussia, is em- 
ployed in an active correspondance with some persons of 
consequence in Eussia. He is in constant communication 
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with La Croix, much more so than the affair of the 
Fays de Vaud can possibly make necessary. I am also 
informed that the agent employed to carry on his corre- 
spondance is a Mr. Berger, a Swiss married in Bussia but 
now resident occasionally at Paris, occasionally at Lau- 
sanne. I do not write to Sir C. Whitworth upon this 
subject, both because I presume that your correspondance 
with him must be very regular, and because I am not 
sure that a correspondance from hence would be safe. 

Lord GrrenviUe to Mr. Wichham. 

(Priyate and Confidential.) Cleveland Row : Jan^. 27, 1797. 

My dear Sir, — ^This will be delivered to you by Mr. 
Talbot, whom I beg to recommend very particularly to 
your friendship and protection. He was employed in the 
late Mission * at Paris and can give you much and very 
curious detail of the state of things there ; and I trust 
you will find him intelligent and industrious. It was no 
longer possible for me to spore Mr. Flint from the Office, 
from which you will recollect I sent him when we both 
thought your residence in Swisserland would have been 
much shorter than it has been. 

The issue of our negotiation • you will have seen. I 
cannot say that it surprized me, because I never thought 
that the Directory could bring themselves to wish for 
Peace, and much less venture to make it. The impression 
here has been everything that we could wish, and indeed 
affairs in general have taken a most favourable turn 
within these last four months. Still however much re- 
mains to be done before we can hope to see such a ter- 
mination of this unexampled struggle as may leave the 
World some hope of at least a temporary quiet — an entire 
and radical Cure is hopeless. The evil was deeply rooted 
in thd political state of the different nations of Europe, 
and it has acquired by the successes of France a degree 

* Lord Malmesbury's miasioD to Paris at the end of 1796. 
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of strength and vigour which not even a complete Counter- 
revolution there would counterbalance. It must I fear 
be expected that the greatest part of the next century 
will be as much distracted by Wars of Constitution and 
Government, and by struggles between Monarchy, Aristo- 
cracy and Democracy, as former centuries have been by 
Wars of Eeh^on or territorial aggrandisement. 

Our business however is, without speculating so deeply, 
to employ ourselves with energy to combat the evil in its 
present tangible and material form, and to oppose to 
France the best resistance that the nature of the case will 
allow. We have for this purpose given largely into the 
plans lately proposed to us from Paris. It seemed that 
the state of things there gave openings which we ought 
not to neglect. I fear, as you do, that the persons 
concerned in those plans want many of the qualities most 
necessary for success ; but they are the only instruments 
we have, and we must work with them. P[r^y] is gone 
back to you : if he had a field for action he is, I think, 
much more capable of it, but if that depends, as we have 
been used to hear, on forward movements by the Aus- 
trians, surely no reliance can be placed on that expecta- 
tion. In truth I do not see how any such plan can be made 
practicable for them. Whatever is done must be done, as I 
think, by the efforts of the interior, unsupported by more 
than demonstrations at the best, and I have seen too much 
of what has passed to believe that this can be possible 
unless something new arises at Paris. It is, therefore, to 
that quarter that our efforts are directed. If you sec 
openings nearer to you I know you will not omit to avail 
yoturself of them, and you have confidence enough in me 
not to fear doing so. If this cannot be done you must con- 
tent yourself with the keeping up intelligences, the trans- 
mitting information, and the giving, as far as possible, a 
right direction to the public opinion on the frontiers. 

I cannot beUeve, as you seem to do, that the Directory 
can get through their financial difficulties without Eevolu- 
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tionary measures ; but we are very near the proof of this, 
when it will no longer be conjecture. 

Ever most sincerely Yours, 

Gbenville, 

The Prince de Conde to Mr. Wickham, 

(Extract. TranBlation.) Miilheiin: 9 February, 1797. 

I am very grateful^ Sir, for the proof you give me of 
your confidence, by communicating to me the letter you 
have written to Baptiste [Pichegru] ; it is certainly very 
well calculated to remove all his doubts, if he still has 
any ; as to the mistrust of which you complain, instead 
of taking to myself a reproach I should have so little 
deserved after the frankness, the integrity, and the con- 
fidence that I have shown you on every occasion, I will 
recall to you (and you must have both seen it and known 
it), that there is nothing in the world that I have not 
done to overcome it, this want of confidence. 

I don't beheve it exists to the extent you suppose, but 
you must feel that I can only answer for myself; it would 
consequently be thoroughly unjust (and I do not suspect 
you of it) to be annoyed with me on account of the 
misgivings of certain persons, and not to do justice to the 
delicacy of my position as well as of my sentiments ; an 
enlightened Minister, like you, ought to feel the one, and 
a man of honour, like you, and one who knows me, surely 
does not suspect me of being wanting to the other. 

I have been so far fortunate that my idea has coincided 
with yours ; I have not ceased to ask Baptiste [Pichegru], 
and I have asked him again quite recently, by the person 
who has spoken to you, to send me a man, all kin ovm 
with whom I could talk directly, and without a third 
person coming between us ; this is the only way of put- 
ting a stop to the reciprocal distrust — ^to the indiscretions 
the levities, in which one has perhaps indulged, and by 
which I may find myself compromised without having 
given grounds for it. 



1797] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 9 

This I confess has made me anxious that Coco [Badou- 
ville], in his journey, should have come on to me ; and if 
the occasion presents itself a second time, as I hope it 
may after what you and I have both had said, I implore 
you to bring me this man, or to send him to me, for if 
my corps is to count for anything in the projects, it is of 
absolute necessity that I should be informed beforehand, 
so as to judge of the bases, promise the execution, and 
prepare the means. 

It is with great sorrow that I hear from you that you 
have asked for your recall, I should have thought you more 
bent on finishing a work you have so well begun and the 
success of which would have immortalised you ; but I do 
hope that your Government will treat you better than 
you treat yourself, that they will feel that there is only 
you who can bring to a happy end this important affair 
on which depends the safety of Europe, and of which you 
hold all the threads in your hand ; do remember what 
you said to me yourself on the disgust that I felt at all 
the disappointments which we had to experience; you 
consohdated my courage by this one word : ' Our task 
would be too easy, if all went on of itself ; ' and yet you 
are discouraged ! . . . /No, I cannot believe it; it is too 
noble to serve at once one's country, justice, and misfor- 
tune, to deprive one's self of such an honourable function, 
the greatest of enjoyments to a lofty soul, a feeling heart 
and an enUghtened mind. 

(No. 2.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Extract from Draft. Cypher.) Bern: 17 Feb' 97. 

My Lord, — In the mean time the funds which Mr. Pre9y 
and Mr. Imbert demand, and which I have granted them, 
will have the same destination as those of last year, i.e. 
they will be employed by those gentlemen in keeping 
here a small number of good officers ready to act when 
the occasion shall offer, in giving small pecuniary succour 
to others actually in France who from despair would 
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otherwise throw themselves into the arms of the Directory, 
in keeping a communication constantly open with the 
leading persons in those Provinces, and in gaining some 
members in every municipality, as well as one or more 
officers in the different Eegiments that have a temporary 
station either at Lyons or in the neighbourhood, a measure 
that has been hitherto found sufficient to protect the 
Royalists from taxation and from arrest, as they are re- 
gularly informed of every denunciation that is made against 
them as well as of the names of the denunciators, and 
the orders of the Directory in that respect, if executed at 
all, are executed in such a way as that they only serve to 
expose their own impotence. 

Since my dispatch No. Ill of last year, I have been 
engaged in a long, direct, and very delicate correspond- 
ance with the person known by the name of Baptiste 
[Pichegru], I say a delicate correspondance, because, 
fliough it has tended to clear up all my doubts respecting 
the whole conduct, views, and intentions of that person, 
and has been in that respect highly satisfactory, yet it has 
obliged me to call in question, in a very unpleasant manner, 
the fidelity of a report made to the Prince of Cond^ by a 
gentleman attached to his person, and to which his Serene 
Highness was disposed to have given implicit credit. The 
whole report of this business (much too long to be re- 
duced to cypher without absolute necessity) shall be sent 
to your Lordship by Mr. Flint, together with copies of all 
the letters that have passed on the occasion. 

Your Lordship will see in them a new proof that it is 
utterly impossible for any human prudence to guard 
against the indiscretion, mistrust, and jealousy of the 
iVench Princes and the persons in whom they place their 
confidence, and that the most unremitting vigilance and 
discretion on the part of his Majesty's Ministers abroad is 
not sufficient to prevent the name of his Majesty, Or that 
of his Government, from being indiscreetly and wantonly 
committed. 
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I have hitherto delayed answering your Lordship's dis- 
patch No. 26, by Mr. de Pre9y, as I wished not to do it 
untill I should be able to communicate to your Lordship 
at the same time the result ^of the conversations I had 
had with that gentleman. Since his arrival our time has 
been constantly occupyd in receiving the reports of his 
different agents, in examining and comparing them with 
each other and with the information we had received 
from other quarters, and in sending to his friends in- 
structions founded on the above information, calculated 
as well for the present moment as for any future emer- 
gency. I shall not fatigue your Lordship on this occasion 
with a long report, either of the nature of that information, 
or of the opinions we have formed upon it. Besides 
that it would contain little or nothing new, the whole of 
it may be summed up in a very few words :- 

A marked hatred and contempt for the present rulers, 
and a secret wish for a change more or less effective in 
the present government; a general desu-e for peace at 
allmost any price ; an established persuasion of the actual 
power and force of the Directory, showing remains of 
the effects of the system of terror, and a dread of hasten- 
ing its return by any imprudent attempt to shake off the 
present yoke ; and a firm resolution neither to undertake, 
nor suffer any enterprize to be undertaken to that effect, 
unless it be supported by a powerful foreign force, are, 
as they have long been, the marked characters of the 
opinion most generally prevalent in France. This opinion 
is accompanyd in the provinces adjoining to Lyons by 
a marked enthusiasm for the person of Mr. de Pre9y, and 
an unshaken confidence in his prudence and discretion, 
founded in the persuasion, now justifyd by long experience, 
that he will never abuse that confidence by leading them 
into any enterprize without having a reasonable hope of 
being able to carry them through it with honour and 
safety. 

I don't know whether your Lordship has been informed 
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that Mr. de Pre9y, notwithstanding his brilliant conduct 
during the siege of Lyons, and the wonderful resources 
which he displayed in the defence of that place, had 
given his opinion in the council of the magistrates of the 
town very decidedly against the enterprize, founded 
entirely on the insufficiency of the means provided for 
the defence of a place of that extent, and had strongly 
exhorted the principal Inhabitants not to defend them- 
selves. 

The Prince de Conde to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) Miilheim, 28 February, 1797. 

I received yesterday evening a letter from ' la 
marquise ' [King Louis XVIII.], who apparently did not 
then know all that had happened, as neither she nor her 
friends say a word of it to me ; yet this letter is dated the 
14th. At the place where she resides they are expecting 
an almost immediate insurrection in her own country, 
particularly in the capital ; in consequence they desire me 
to do everything, so that la Marine [General Moreau] 
should be ready to declare herself^ and make her family 
declare too. As I have no connexion with this Mariee, 
as I am ignorant even where she is at this moment, there 
is only you who can procure me a common friend, and 
the indispensable means of getting to her ; they send me 
besides all the promises necessary to determine her, and 
on that side it is all the family could wish. I implore 
you, therefore. Sir, to write me word directly what you 
can dOy and in the event, as I venture to hope, of your 
being willing to take upon yourself the means^ to send 
me this common friend, who might go and find La Mariee 
and remit to her what I am entrusted with for her ; as I 
have written to * la Marquise ' [King Louis XVIII] that 
I could only do what she wishes through you. I do 
implore you, that I may not be accused of negligence, not 
to lose a moment in giving me an answer, of which I can 
render an account to La Marquise [King Louis XVIII.], 
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who will certainly expect it, with an impatience which 
you can easily imagine ; I hope, Sir, there is no occasion 
to reiterate to you the assurances of all the sentiments of 
consideration, confidence, esteem and friendship, which I 
flatter myself you know I entertain towards you. 

LoTJis Joseph de Bourbon. 
Sir Morton Eden to Mr. Wickham. 

Vienna: March 4th, 1797. 

My dear Sir, — His Imperial Majesty having been 
pleased to appoint General Mack* to be Quarter Master 
General of the Army on the Ehine, the General purposes 
to set out on Monday next for that Army. He will be 
at the Prince of Conde's Head Quarters between the 17 th 
and 20th Inst., when He would be happy to meet you if 
your engagements admit of it. As I think that much good 
might result from the interview, I lose no time in in- 
forming you of the General's motions. His wish is that 
if you arrive at Mulheim before him, you should allege 
some other Cause for your journey thither than your 
being to meet him, and that you should not even mention 
his being to come thither. 

The happiest Union and Concert continue to prevail 
between this Court and Ours, and the most vigorous pre- 
parations are making for the Campaign. In Italy such 
reinforcements are arriving and such a Choice and Distri- 
bution of OflScers made as will I trust give a different 
aspect to affairs in that Country. 

Believe me to be ever, with great and unfeigned regard 
and attachment, My Dear Sir, Your most obedient and 
most Faithful Humble Servant, 

Morton Eden. 

Wm. Wickham, Esq. 

* Charles Baron Mack de Lei- &inon8 for his capitulation of Ulm 
bench, the Austrian General, too in 1805 ; bom 1752, died 1828. 
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(No. 3.) Mr, Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Draft.) Bern: 8 March, 1797. 

My Lord, — In my despatch of the 17th ulto. No. 2, I 
communicated to your Lordship the points that seemed to 
me most strongly to mark the opinions that at present 

prevail in the greater part of France. Viz ^ a marked 

hatred and contempt for the present Eulers — a secret wish 
for a change more or less effective in the present Govern- 
ment — a general desire for peace — an established persua- 
sion of the actual power and force of the Directory strong 

remains of the effects of the system of terror — a dread 
of hastening its return by any attempt to shake off the 
present yoke, and a firm resolution neither to under- 
take nor suffer any enterprize to be undertaken to that 
effect unless supported by a powerfiil foreign, force.' — ^I 
might have added, contradictory as it may appear with 
the last observation, * a marked jealousy of all xoreign in- 
terference, and a persuasion firmly rooted in the mind of 
almost every Frenchman that the powers now at war 
with France have no other object in view but the de- 
struction or dismemberment of their country.' Takin«y 
then the above statement, which I firmly believe to be 
correct, as a groundwork to which I shall constantly 
refer, taking also some other points and facts for granted 
which their internal evidence alone, or their notoriety 

seems sufficiently to have sanctioned, ^I shall venture to 

submit to your Lordship (with the utmost deference) the 
line of conduct which under all the circumstances of 
the moment appears to me most likely to enable his 
Majesty's Ministers to take some advantage of the present 
untoward state of things in the interior of France. 

I am persuaded that the real strength of the Directory 
(I mean that strength on which its very existence de- 
pends) does not consist so much in its armies, its victories 
and its influence in Europe as in the present situation of 
the public opinion such as I have above described it and 
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in the singular address ^Ith which it continues to turn 
that opinion to its own advantage. Its annies may be 
beaten, but as long as the people, whether from choice, 
from mistaken calculation, or from the fear of a greater 
evil, shall be induced to give its confidence to the present 
government, new resources will be found, new armies will 
be created, and its influence in Europe speedily regained. 
But let the persuasion once become general that the 
Government may be averthroum toithout danger to the 
publick, and it is undone from that very moment, because 
being m itself obnoxious and unpopular it will then have 
no resource but in an union with its most implacable 
enemies the Jacobins, which the Directory well knows to 
be absolutely impossible. To show that I am not mis- 
taken in this last opinion I beg leave to refer your Lord- 
ship to the Memoire on the state of the south of France, 
drawn up by order of the Directory, which I sent inclosed 
in my No. 91. of last year, where a fiill and most curious 
accoimt of the present system and principles of the Jaco- 
bins is to be found ; and as a proof that the Directory 
has pmd the most serious attention to the &cts and 
opinions contained in that Memoire, I will remind your 
Lordship that it has hitherto continued the command in 
the south of France to General Willot,* an avowed 
royalist,f that it has even proposed General Pichegru as 
his successor, and that not any one of the young men 
of Lyons has yet been punished, though four hundred 



♦ General Am^d^ Willot, bom 
1757, died 1 823, both a distinguish, 
ed soldier and a man of honour, 
energy, and humanity. He was in 
the French army before the Kevo- 
lution, and continued to serve 
during the various changes of 
government that took place till 
1797, when he was chosen mem- 
ber of the Ck>uncii of 500 for the 
Bouches-du-Rhone, and after the 
18th Fructidor was transported, 
together with Pichegru and others, 



to Sinnamary, from which he es- 
caped in the following year. He 
was afterwards employed by the 
English Government, and under 
Louis XVIIL was Grovernor of 
Corsica, where he won the affec- 
tions of the inhabitants by his wise 
and temperate conduct. 

t De Barante speaks of Willot 
as * favorable aux royalistes ' only. 
See his * Histoire du Directoire,' 
Paris, 1855, vol. i. p. 282. 
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Jacobins at least have been put to death by them in the 
face of day and without any form of judgement or trial. 

To take the thing in another point of view. — It is evi- 
dent that the present Government is in its nature a 
Government of confidence and most frequently obliged to 
act as such. — Notwithstanding the extraordinary powers 
with which it is vested and the many acts of tyranny of 
which it has been guilty, its ministers rarely abandon the 
forms prescribed by the constitution without being called 
back to their duty by the strong voice of the publick, and 
those among their enemies who attack them through those 
forms, though not often successful, axe yet sure to make 
the attempt with impunity ; and your Lordship will not 
have failed to observe what is, above all, to be particu- 
larly attended to, that those extraordinary powers are 
never granted, and those acts of tyranny exercised, but in 
consequence of some imprudent, ill-managed, and illegal 
attack on the part of its enemies. 

If this way of considering the thing be the right one, 
it is most evident that the power and force of the present 
Government can be weakened in no way so effectually as 
by influencing and correcting the pubhck opinion in those 
points in which it is hostile to the interests of the Allies, 
and consequently favourable to the Directory. Among 
those points, that one which at this moment seems to merit 
particular attention, is the persuasion ' that the Allies have 
in view the destruction of France, by exciting new 
troubles in the interior of the country.' 

I am satisfyd that this persuasion has been the most 
powerfiill instrument that the Directory has ever em- 
ployd, and that it will continue so to be untill some 
more direct and effectual means shall be taken by the 
Allies to correct it. 

I have never failed to hold this opinion from the first 
moment of my coming here, and your Lordship knows 
how frequently and how earnestly I have expressed it. Its 
importance, indeed, has been hitherto counterbalanced by 
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Other views and other projects to which it was at the 
time right and reasonable to give a fair and fiill trial. 

But now^ under the present circumstances of the war, 
it seems to be the one great point to which the principal 
efibrte ought to be directed, to which great sdcrijices 
aught to be made^ and from which alone any solid advan- 
tage may be expected. 

With the force now employed^ it is most evident to me 
that we never can succeed in shaking the power of the 
Government untill we shall have conquered the good will 
and good opinion of the people. 

The gaining this point becomes of infinitely more 
importance since his Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to express his inclination towards an honourable peace 
with the Eepublick, because though the object imme- 
diately in view (I mean the ruining the Government) 
may fail, yet the attempt itself, when made in this way, 
tends directly to confirm and strengthen the hopes and 
wishes of the people in favoiu* of peace, and to give them 
the means of compelling the Directory to conclude it. 

I beheve myself also, though this is a point I am not 
now prepared to treat, that the line of conduct I allude 
to will tend very essentially to check and weaken the 
dangerous consequences that may be apprehended for his 
Majesty's own dominions, from, an open communication 
with France after a peace shall have been cx)ncluded. 

It is possible that the principles I have here laid down 
will be generally admitted ; the great difficulty will cer- 
tainly consist in settling the extent to which they ought 
to be carried in practice. 

If I might venture to give an opinion upon a point 
which I feel to be as delicate as it is important, I should 
not hesitate to say that it would be better, even for the 
royalists themselves, as well as for their unfortunate 
monarch at this moment^ that the means of taking up 
arms partially should be neither furnished nor promised 

VOL. H. c 
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them ; that they should be strongly warned of the danger 
to which these partial attempts expose both themselves 
and their cause, and of the strength and means which 
they furnish to the Directory ; and that they should be 
exhorted to conform their conduct for a time to the laws 
and customs of the Bepublick, which will furnish them 
with far better and safer means of attacking the govern- 
ment than any other they can procure or make use of. 
Could that monarch once be brought to sanction such 
instructions, and to assign as his reasons for so doing * hid 
own temporary inabiUty to render any effectual assistance 
to his subjects, his affection for the people, and his indif- 
ference to his own rights and interests when compared 
with their tranquillity and happiness,' I am well satisfyd 
that it would not only prove his shortest way to regain 
the crown, but that it would most materially contribute 
to give to the throne, when re-established, a superior 
degree both of stability and splendour. It would, at the 
same time, contain nothing like a renunciation either of 
the crown itself or of any of its rights, but would on the 
contrary preserve that last great question untouched untill 
the true moment of treating it should be brought about 
by the wishes and wants of the people. 

It might, and ought, also to be accompanyd with the 
assurance that should ever more fortunate circumstances 
offer themselves, or should the mass of the people be 
driven to take up arms from despair, the King would 
immediately share their fortunes in person, and that in 
that case assistance of every kind should be liberally fur- 
nished them. 

The great objection of the French royalists to this line 
6f conduct will be that it naturally tends to the establish- 
ment, at least in the first instance^ of a constitutional 
monarchy, inasmuch as it necessarily implys that what- 
ever change be made, it shall be brought about and per- 
fected by the persons vested with the powers of the state 
under the now existing laws. And if the Court of 
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Blankenburg* continues still in the opinion that no form 
of constitutional government whatever is admissible, and 
that it were better that the King should lose his throne 
at once than submit to the establishment of one, the 
whole project must certainly be abandoned as far as they 
are concerned, and as far as their concurrence is neces- 
sary, to its execution. 

But being mjrself persuaded that the Court of Blanken- 
burg has formed that opinion in consequence of the many 
false and flattering reports it has received as to the situa*- 
tion of the interior and the afiection of the people for 
their lawful sovereign and the antient government, I have 
no doubt but that opinion will change as the illusion on 
which it is founded shall vanish, and that the Count 
D^Avaray as well as the Duke de la Vauguyon will at 
length hear reason on that point, as they have on many 
others which for a long time they would not suffer to be 
named in the King's presence. 

I am well aware, even should his Majesty's Ministers 
see the thing in the same point of view, that to mention 
the subject at all at Blankenburg might be a matter of 
great delicacy. And yet the system I would recommend 
is really the same in principle with that which I have 
constantly followed on this side of the country from the 
moment that I perceived that no effective assistance could 
be received from the Austrians ; and I have never hesitated 
to lay down and support that principle in its full extent 
in all the conferences that I had in tiie-tK)urse of last 
summer with the Duke de la Vauguyon, who as well as 
the King himself are, I know, persuaded of its truth, 
though, perhaps, neither the one nor the other have dared 
to act upon their own persuasion. 

If there should be any difficulty in opening the matter 
direcdy at Blankenburg, it would be very easy for me in 
the course of my correspondance with the Duke de la 

* Blankenburg, a small town XYIII. inhabited an old castle be- 
ef Brunswick, where King Loufi longing to the Duke. 

2 
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Yauguyon to do it in a manner that would appear per- 
fectly natural. It would only, in fact, be giving a some- 
what larger extent to the opinion I have constantly 
professed, and I might, in the first instance, still continue 
to speak of my own opinion only, and confine its effect 
and its proposed operation to that part of France with 
which I have a direct communication. 

I am not at all apprehensive that a fair impartial 
communication of an opinion of this kind would 
either excite the displeasure or shock the delicacy of the 
illustrious and unfortunate person to whom it would be 
indirectly addressed ; nor do I consider that it would in 
any way tend to afiect the influence that his Majesty 
might be supposed to retain at the Court of Versailles in 
case a counter-revolution, in the extended sense of the 
word, should be hereafter efiected. 

In the communications that I have had with that un- 
fortunate Prince, as well as with his Ministers, I have 
generally found that speaking the plain truth was the 
best mode of obtaining from them whatever object I had 
in view ; and indeed I have ever been as anxious to 
avoid deceiving them, as I have been careful that they 
should not deceive me. 

But even should it be impossible to bring the Court at 
Blankenburg to adopt these sentiments, I should still 
persist in thinking that the same line of conduct might be 
followed by the Allies with advantage to their own in- 
terests, and those of his Majesty in particular ; and I give 
this opinion the more boldly because it is perfectly con- 
sistent with the principles laid down in those admirable 
instructions which I received from your Lordship for the 
regulation of my conduct in the beginning of last year. 
I have endeavoured in this dispatch to point out some of 
the most striking advantages of such a system, and on 
looking round on every side, I own I see nothing that 
can counterbalance them. 

I see no force on any point capable of presenting a 
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powerful mass of resistance to the first efforts of the 
Directory — ^nothing like a real rising of the country and of 
the people ; without which, it is iny firm persuasion, that 
the efforts of any individuals will be more mischievous 
than usefiill. In the infinite number of plans that have 
been presented to me, I have seen nothing solid, nothing 
practicable, when taken by itself — everything depend- 
ing on points of which the framers of those plans 
allways dlowed that they were not the masters, and on 
combinations which they admitted they were not able to 
direct. I have often seen many and excellent materials, 
but no means of employing them, and no talents capable 
of bringing them into any shape. 

Unfortunately, too, the persons with whom we are 
necessarily obliged to act are not only essentially deficient 
in the two great qualities of discretion and secrecy, but 
their whole conduct, character, and principles are such 
as must ever render any joint operation impracticable. 

I will not disguise from your Lordship that in attaching 
such infinite importance to the gaining the good opinion 
of the nation at large, I carry my views much farther 
than the present moment ; and that I am very much in- 
fluenced by the persuasion that, on the one hand, the 
revolution will not terminate without leaving a consider- 
able share of the Government in the hands of the people, 
and, an the other, that the state of the continent may soon 
be such as that the Mendship and hatred of that govern- 
ment cannot be considered as matters of indifference. 

(No. 4.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenvilU. 

(Extract from Draft) Bern: March 8, 07. 

My Lord, — ^In my dispatch of the 28 Dec, No. Ill, I 
mentioned to your Lordship that an interview had then 
taken place between a French officer named in that dis- 
patch and the Generals FroeUch and Wolfe, and that the 
officer in question having been desired by those Generals 
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to meet his Boyal Highness the Archduke Charles at 
Offenburg, had refused to undertake that journey untill 
he should have obtained the opinion of the person known 
by the name of Baptiste [Pich^u] as to the utility and 
prudence of such a measure. 

A few days after the date of that dispatch the officer 
in question, whom I shall distinguish by the name of 
Yillars, waited on me here with a note from Baptiste 
[Kchegru], in Baptiste's [Pichegni's] own handwriting, 
which merely acknowledged the receipt of a letter of 
mine (the subject of which is mentioned in my dispatch 
of last year. No. 106), repeated to me the assurance of 
the general good intentions of the writer, and referred 
me to the bearer for further particulars. 

Mr. Yillars then informed me that Baptiste pPich^ru] 
had strongly advised him not to undertake the journey 
to Offenburg, but rather to come here (where, as in a 
neutral country, he might shew himself without danger) 
and communicate to me the opinion of Baptiste [Piche- 
gru] on the present situation of things, which I might 
transmit with ease and safety to the Archduke, receive 
his Royal Highuess's answer, and convey to Baptiste 
[Hchegru] any particular questions that the Austrian 
Generals might think proper to make to him. 

He then added that Baptiste [Pichegru] had charged 
him to inform me that he continued still in the same 
opinion that he had always expressed, which was shortly 
this, that there was but one certain way of putting an end 
to the war and the revolution^ and ihat was by beating 
and fatiguing the republican armies, inasmuch as t/iose 
armies constituted tfie whole strength and means of the 
Directory ; and that if that could not be done with spirit 
and constancy the revolution would over-run all Europe, 
and he knew no means of stopping it, as with their armies 
unbeaten the Directory would be sure to find finances 
either tcithin or without their own territory. That he had 
most evident prpofe of the fatigue and disgust, that began 
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to prevail in the army, and had of late increased in a 
remarkable d^ee ; that he never had and never would 
omit whatever might tend to increase it without com- 
mitting himself too far and without quitting the language 
of a republican ; and that if the army could by any 
possible means be kept employed during the winter, he 
had the greatest hopes that a very considerable portion of 
it would desert or even disband, and that the rest would 
be incapable of any real exertion in the spring. Whereas 
if the Austrians granted an armistice or took their winter 
quarters in such a manner as would not admit of their 
being assembled at a very short warning, half the repub- 
lican army would be employed, as they were during the 
last winter, in bringing back the deserters, forcing the 
requisitions, and terrifying the well-disposed inhabitants 
in the interior, who would not venture in that case to 
attend the new elections ; and that besides very consider- 
able detachments would certainly be made to Italy. 

I asked him if B[aptiste] as a military man had well 
considered all the difficulties that the Austrians would 
have in carrying on a winter campaign. He said, yes ; he 
had considered them all, that he kuew they must be 
very great, but that he proposed them as the lesser of 
two evils ; and that if the campaign could be kept open 
till the new elections in March, that circiunstance alone 
might decide the &te of France and of Europe. If it 
could not, which he feared was the case, he had ouly one 
council to give, which was that it might be opened again 
as soon as possible and before the armies should have 
had time to have done any great mischief in the interior, 
and if possible before the detachments to Italy could have 
reached their destination. He said that he had no par- 
ticular project of his own, and that he could have none, 
being, to use his own expression, Vesclave des circon- 
stances, of which, however, he was always ready to take 
advantage ; that he would remain in Franche Oompt^ as 
long as there remained any hopes of something fevourable 
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happening in the army, which he should always con- 
sider possible as long as the campaign was open ; and 
besides that, his presence was particularly useful there, as 
from its vicinity to the armies, he had an opportunity of 
knowing their real sentiments, and of encouraging those 
which were good. He was also able to receive many of 
the officers in his own house and converse with them at 
leisure. That he had never opened himself to any of 
them but Mr. Villars and one other officer, though he was 
satisfyd that the greater part of the generals in the 
army were fiilly persuaded of what he was about, and 
that the Directory was most undoubtedly informed of it* 
and that this knowledge of theirs was the real and only 
cause of his having been dismissed from the command. 
That he was however indifferent as to the consequences, as 
he knew they had no proof against him, and that if ever 
they had he should be informed of it in time. That as 
soon as the campaign was closed he should go to Paris. 
That he was certain of being returned at the ensuing 
election, and that there was a large party disposed to 
name him to the place that would soon be vacant in the 
Directory ; that he should not oppose that nomination in 
case the republican armies should continue to maintain 
their ground, as his efforts must in that case be directed 
to a new point. But that if those armies were soundly 
beaten, or if the desertion should continue in the way it 
had begun and become general, he shoxild then prefer 
remaining where he was, in the hope of taking advan- 
tage of so favorable a situation of things as the state of 

* This declaration of General k changer de nioeurs. II avait pria 

Pichegru's is most important. De godt de luxe et aux jouissances ; 

Barante, in his 'HistoireduDirec- dans nn temps ou tons les g^n^ 

toire/ vol. i. book 2, assumes that raux vivaient de privations 8a:ns 

the Directors were entirely ignorant murmure et n'avaient d^autre am- 

of Pichegru's views. The accounts bition que de d^fendre la patrie oa 

received by Mr. Wickham of d'acqu^rir la gloire, on ne compre- 

Pichegru's mode of life contradict nait pas comment Pichegru pouvait 

the charge brought against him by suffire k tant de d^penses.* — Pp. 

De Barante, ' qn'il avait commenc^ 177-S. 
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France must then present. Villars added, from himself j 
that the present correspondance was most undoubtedly 
suspected by the whole army, for that many of the 
general and staff-officers had often thrown out hints and 
joked with him on the subject, as supposing him to be 
employed in it confidentially by Baptiste [Pichegru], 
and that he believed that many of them were not sorry 
to see a way kept open for future reconciliation without 
their being concerned in it. • 

(No. 5.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenviUe. 

(Ertnct from Draft.) Berne : 8 Maich, 1797. 

My Lord, — ^The imprudent conduct* of the King's 
agents at Paris, at the same time that it has proved their 
own ruin, has produced more mischief in more different 
ways to the cause those unfortunate persons meant to 
serve than I can attempt to describe. 

Its consequences are felt, more or less, in every part of 
the kingdom, in none more so than in the Provinces in 
this neighbourhood. The elections in five different depart- 
ments, viz. the Jura, the Doubs, the Ain, the Mame, and 
the Haute-Soane, had been, I believe, effectually secured 
in favour either of great proprietors or of persons of 
known good character and conduct. But now all is 
again afloat, and there is everything to fear firom the 
intrigues of the commissaries of the Directory, who openly 
exert themselves everywhere in favour of such candidates 
only as are known to be purchasers of national property. 

Among other mischiefe produced by the unfortunate 
affair above alluded to, is jthe allmost total privation of my 
correspondance with Paris. Since my No. 2 I have 
received no information from thence of any material con- 
sequence, though some of my correspondents, for whose 
safety I was seriously alarmed, have, at length, given me 
signs of life. 

* The 80-calIed royalist plot of Brotier, Duyerne de Preale, Proli, 
and Layillehenmois. 
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In particular Mr. Bei^ger [Dandr^] has sent me a mes- 
senger on purpose to say that he is safe in the neighbour- 
hood of Paris and united with his friends, who have not 
lost courage though they are fully sensible of the great 
addition of strength and confidence that the unfortunate 
affair above alluded to will give to the Directory ; among 
other instances of the mischievous consequences of that 
event, he informs me that the committee of Mr. Dumas 
had been on the point of again uniting itself with the 
Directory, but that he had taken timely means to prevent 

them. 

• •••••• 

I have lately had some very confidential communica- 
tions with the Prince of Cond^ on the state of affairs at 
Blankenburg. 

. From that communication, as well as from some other 
private information that I have received, I can clearly 
collect the following particulars. 

That the jealousy heretofore entertained both of Mon- 
sieur and the Prince of Cond6 has of late much aug- 
mented, notwithstanding strong professions to the con- 
trary, and it is greatly aggravated by the hberal supplies 
that have been furnished by the Court of London to tliose 
Princes, whilst the King himself and his Court are said to 
be left in a situation unbecoming their rank and dignity. 
That this jealousy, however, does not extend to the 
children of Monsieur,* who are considered as in some 
sort adopted by the King. That J>oth the King himself 
and all his Ministers were entirely persuaded that the 
blow meditated at Paris would succeed, and that in con- 
sequence of that opinion they had sent for their Boyal 
Highnesses the Dukes of Angouleme and Berry to 
Blankenburg, that neither they nor the King might be 
found at the moment of the explosion in the hands of the 

* The two sons of MonmenTy tmfoituxiate daughter of Louis 
afterwards Charles X., the Due XVI.y and died in 1844, and the 
D' Angouleme, who married the Due de Berry, murdered in. 1820, 
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Allies, That the Prince of Cond^ is himself of opimon 
that a very perfidious blow was meditated against his 
Serene Highness personally, on this occasion by the King 
of France's Ministers, in which, however, he is firmly 
persuaded that the King himself had no part. 

Mr. WickJiam to the Comte UAvaray. 

(Drmft.) Mulheim : 22nd March, 1707. 

My dear Sir, — I have received your short note of the 
2nd of March, and will do what I can for the bearer. I 
have forwarded the enclosed letter to Mr. D'Arletti [Comte 
de Pr^]. 

I have to thank you also for a long letter that I received 
some time since (to the date of which I cannot now refer), 
in which you seem to cast some reflexions upon me for 
having spoken to others, rather than yourself, of certain 
Utters that had been written by certain persons, in which 
my Court and its Ministers had not been treated with the 
respect they deserved. I will not now enter into the 
subject of those reflexions, because they are only fit to be 
treated in a private conversation ; but I can assure you, 
my dear Sir, with great truth, that I have on no occasion 
whatever suffered a word to escape me that could in any 
way tend to make it believed, either that my friendship 
for you had abated, or that my confidence in your as- 
surances had been weakened by the misconduct of others. 
Believe me, my dear Sir, I am sincere in what I say, and 
if any person whatever has holden to you a different 
language, he must have strangely misrepresented my con- 
versation and my expressions. I think I have had reason 
to complain of certain persons having been sent to me, 
of whom it was well known that I had the very worst 
opinion ; but as /am persuaded that ^f will never happen 
again, much as I may have suffered from it myself, you 
may be persuaded, my dear Sir, that the uneasiness I felt 
at the time is foigotten, and that I have long since found 
reasons to excuse what, in the first moment, I could not 
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prevent myself from blaming, and I am also well satisfyd 
that it was not by your councils that any of these persons 
were sent 

The Prince of CJonde has spoken as well as written to 
me concerning certain propositions which you wish to 
be made to a person known by the name of La Mariee 
[General Moreau]. I cannot persuade myself that any 
propositions of the kind could at this moment be accept- 
able, and I know that persons in her situation dread 
nothing so much as unseasonable offers. I am, besides, 
fully and entirely persuaded that the lady in question is 
by ne means mistress in her own family. I believe her 
also to be ambitious, and fuUy determined to do every- 
thing in her own way ; besides that it would be no easy 
matter at this moment to make such an offer, much less 
so to find a person capable of making it with effect. 
Under these circumstances I should myself venture 
strongly to advise that the lady should be left to act by 
herself ; the more so, as you hiow very well that some 
slight overtures had been made to her before she joined 
her family ; and that communication is still open, though 
it must be used with great caution and circimispectiou at 
this moment. I am most firmly persuaded also, that 
money alone will do nothing with the lady in question, 
and diat such an offer would be instantly rejected. TTia 
Majesty's intentions in other respects are already perfectly 
well known to her through the channel above alluded to. 

I have been most sincerely affected by the misfortune 
that has befallen your agents at Paris. I cannot say that 
I could ever bring myself to approve of any attempt of 
the kind of that which was projected, because I allways 
thought that it must necessarily be discovered, as well from 
the number of persons to whom the secret must be in- 
trusted, as fix>m the facility with which false brethren 
might introduce themselves into the frutemity. I was 
also most strongly against any attempt whatever being 
made before the epoch of the elections. The power that 
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the Directory derives from that unfortunate business is 
stronger than is generally imagined, and the violent 
measures to which it will probably have recourse to 
influence the freedom of the elections, will be justify d 
by the existence of a plot tending to the destruction of 
the Government. If anything can do it, that very busi- 
ness will probably prolong the existence of the Directory 
at least another year. 

I am not satisfyd that the elections will pass without 
trouble or bloodshed. It is sincerely to be wished that 
they should be peaceable, as I am satisfyd, in that case, 
that the choice of new members will in general be good. 
Should any unexpected dbrcumstanc^e arise, that may 
admit of my rendering service in the cause in which we 
are all engaged, you may rely on my efforts to take fiill 
advant^e of it. 

I am sorry to see that there are quarrels and dissen- 
tions without end among the persons who hope to enjoy 
the confidence of His Majes^ at Paris. It is on that 
account that I have declined entering into correspondance 
with any of them, untill His Majesty shall have decided 
with whom he would wish me to be in relation. 

I remain, &c. 

Mb. lv CoiCTE D*Ayabat. 

Mr. Wickham to Sir Morton Eden. 

(Draft) Bern : 25th March, 1797. 

My dear Sir, — I had the pleasure of meeting General 
Mack at Mulheim on Monday last. Our interview was 
of course short, and much was left unsaid on both sides. 
I had settled with him some other times and places at 
which we might have seen each other more at leisure, but 
the situation of the interior of France, and particularly of 
Paris, becoming every day more interesting in consequence 
of the near approach of the elections, and the Directory 
having manifested a strong desire to influence them by 
other means than mere persuasion, I thought it not right 
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for me to remain so long from home ; I therefore returned 
here, and shall content myself /or the present with writing 
to the General very fully on every point in which I think 
I may possibly be usefull. 

I cannot say to you how much I have been pleased and 
satisfyd with what I have seen of him, and how truly I 
rejoice to find him once again at the head of affairs. 

I find the General enters most fully into the notions I 
have so long endeavoured to inculcate, of the infinite im- 
portance that ought to be attached to this country and its 
neighbourhood ; but upon that point I shall write to you 
more fully by another occasion, as I find the matter is not 
very likely to press. 

I send you enclosed an extract of a letter from Mr. 
Trevor to Lord Grenville, which I have copied as it 
passed through my hands. I add an extract of a letter 
that I have this moment received from Paris, from a very 
shrewd and acciurate observer, not a Frenchman. You 
may communicate it, if you please, to Mr. Thugut 

No man living can presume to say what will or will not 
happen at the approaching elections. If they are not in- 
terrupted, they will be in general good. The Directory is 
persuaded of that fatal truth, and will leave nothing un- 
done to influence them. I don't think, however, that 
they will succeed otherwise than by force of arms, in which 
case it is a question whether the people in general would 
be either able or willing to make any great resistance. I 
fear not, but as I can answer for nothing, it is right to be 
prepared for the worst, and I have ventured to press 
General Mack, in case anything serious should happen, to 
be so prepared as that he may be able to menace the 
frontiers, and prevent as many troops as possible from 
being detached to the interior. I am persuaded that you 
cannot press the point too earnestly on the Austrian 
Minister. You will perhaps find additional reasons for 
doing so in Mr. Trevor's dispatch. The proposal for an 
armistice in Italy has no other object in view but the 
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having the troops at their disposition, should any troubles 
take place in the interior. 

Notwithstanding this obstinacy respecting the Low 
Countries, real or apparent, I am persuaded that the in- 
formation I communicated to you on that point, in my 
letter of the 24th of December, was, at the time^ correct. 
The expression of Mr. La Croix to Lord Malmesbury, * que 
leurs meiUeufs Publicistes pensirent que lespays has ne pou- 
vaient pas itre ditachds, ^c. (^c.,' proves clearly that there 
was even at that epoch some doubt remaining on the sub- 
ject. I am, upon the whole, inclined to beheve, that tliey 
have since become more peremptory upon that point. 

I will thank you to forward the inclosed letter to Mr. 
Smith by the first opportunity. I congratulate you most 
ancerely on the intelligence it contains, though probably 
old to you. 

You will oblige me very much by recommending to the 
protection of the Austrian Government a Mr. de la Tour, 
a French gentleman of my particular acquaintance. He 
has been persecuted here by the French mission, and 
obliged to retire to Constance, where he hopes that he may 
be permitted to reside. I had no means of saving him 
but by taking him into my house, which, under all the 
circumstances, I did not chuse to do. 

I remain, &c. 

Sm MoBTOir Edsn. 

(No. 8.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Draft.) Bern : Seturdaj, Ist April, 1797. 

My Lord, — ^In consequence of a letter from Sir Morton 
Eden, I last week went to Mulheim in the hope of meet- 
ing General Mack, who, as I understood from Sir Morton 
Eden's letter, had expressed a wish to see me there. 

I passed the whole evening of Monday the 20th with 
that oflSoer, and at his desire had appointed several other 
times and places of meeting, at which we might have 
discussed much more fully than we were then able to do, 
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all the different points upon which he wished to have 
consulted me. 

Unfortunately, the very critical situation of affairs in the 
interior of France, and certain letters that I had received 
from Paris, of which I shall give your Lordship an ac- 
count elsewhere, obliged me to return suddenly to Bern. 

I had the satisfaction of finding the General in a much 
better state of health than I had been taught to expect. 
As a proof of his being fully equal to the fatigues of the 
campaign, I should mention to your Lordship that the 
day I saw him he had been on horseback from five in the 
morning till six in the evening, during which time he had 
visited every post on the Bhine, from Bhinfelden to 
Mulheim, a distance of at least thirteen leagues, having an 
uncommon cold north-east wind in his face, and that he 
had not the least appearance of being fatigued, though 
he sat up afterwards with me to a very late hoiur in the 
night. 

{Cypher.) The shortness of the time we passed together, 
and the information I was myself obliged to give to the 
General, prevented me from obtaining much from him. 
In the course of our conversation I was, however, enabled 
to collect the following particulars. 

That with the utmost force that could be spared for 
the defence of Germany, it would be impossible to under- 
take any offensive operations. That should the enemy 
attempt to pass the Ehine, it was not so much the 
General's plan to make any effective resistance, either to 
the passage or to their future progress, as to keep his 
whole force collected ready to fiiU upon them in a mass, 
whenever a favourable opportunity should offer itself 
leaving at the same time strong garrisons in Philipps- 
burg, Manheim, Mentz, and Ehrenbreitstein. That to 
prevent him from advancing too far, and, at the same 
time, to secure a safe point of retreat, and to command 
the navigation of the Danube, he had directed the fortifi- 
cations of Ulm to be put in repair, and that it was under 
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the protection of that place that he should make hb 
principal stand. 

That should the situation of affairs in Italy allow him 
to receive a reinforcement of 25,000 men, or should he 
be able to give the IVencfa a thorough defeat in Germany, 
he should immediately act on the offensive, and that, in 
that case, he was fnlly persuaded that ho plan of opera- 
tions would be so advantageous as that, which was origin- 
ally i^x^posed, of penetrating into France by the Upper 
Alsace and Franche Compt^. On this point he expressly 
told me that he had taken, in the course of the day, a 
new survey of the principal points on which the passage 
of the Bhine might be effected, and had found them still 
more easy than he expected. He added, that nothing 
could have prevented the Austrian generals from passing 
the Bhine in the year 17 9& but a want of conjidence in 
their otffn taUnta. 

On my mentioning to him the use that might be made 
of the army of the Prince of Cond^ on such an occasion, 
I found him as full c^ pirejudices on that point, and on 
everything relating to it, as any other Austrian general 
whom I had seen in the course of these last two years, 
and, hke them, decidedly adverse both to the augmenting 
the Cond^ army by new recruits, and to the reinforcing 
it by Austrian r^ments ; neither would he hear of the 
taking possession of any place in the French King's name» 
nor suffer the Prince of Cond^ to take possession of any, 
nor would he allow his S. H. to act at all for himself as 
long as he should be within reach of the Austrian army, 
considering the Prince's Corps in no other light than 
that of a body of troops which might be usefully em- 
ployed in making a diversion in favour of the Austrian 
operations. 

I had no time to enter with him into any discussion of 
those points ; besides, the moment was extremely un- 
favourable, as I found that he had been strongly preju* 
diced by the reports he had received, to the disadvantage 

VOL. IL D 
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of the Cond^ army, that same morning from the Aus- 
trian officers at every post and cantonment that he had 
visited, many of which reports were, I fear, but too well 
founded. 

General Mack attributed all the disasters that had be- 
fallen the Austrian armies to the intrigues and evil 
Ciounsels of the Prince of Waldeck and General EoUin. 
He seemed particularly anxious to justify himself in the 
opinion of His Majesty's Ministers from a charge that 
had been made against him, of having advised His 
Imperial Majesty to treat for peace early in the year 
1795. He insisted that the proposals he had advised 
to be made to the enemy were not serious, but only 
intended to gain time for new reinforcements to arrive 
from the Upper Ehine, and new measures to be con- 
certed before their arrival. He said that he had been 
induced to propose this measure, from the wretched 
cx)unsels that were given to his Sovereign, the misconduct 
and incapacity of several of the generals then employed, 
and the insufficiency of the force then in Flanders, as 
well as from the artful insinuations of Mr. BoUin, 
who had never ceased exhorting him to propose this 
measure from the moment of the Emperor's arrival at the 
army. 

I found him particularly desirous that his Court should 
give him leave to pass over the territory of Basle as the 
only means of surprizing Hunninguen ; the necessity of 
providing a large quantity of pontons rendering an in- 
tended passage of the Ehine, at all times, to a certain 
degree a matter of public notoriety. Upon this point I 
gave him every information in my power, and explained 
to him very fully everything that related to the real farce 
of the Swiss, the means of organizing and collecting that 
force in a point, the time that such a measure would re- 
quire, and the degree of resistance that might be expected 
from them in almost every possible case. 

I added, that it is not of the passage that the Swiss are 
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afraid, but of the return^ and that such a measure could 
in no case be attempted with safety^ unless the Austrians 
had a most respectable force On the Upper Bhine, capable 
at once of commanding respect and securing confidence ; 
nor even could it be done with an appearance of justice^ 
unless the Austrians should do what they ought, in sound 
policy, long since to have done (but which is now I fear 
too late), i.e. make a marked distinction between the other 
Cantons of Switzerland and that of Basle, giving every 
proof of real attachment and respect to the one, and of 
avowed ill-will, if not of hostility, to the other. If a 
conduct of this kind had been adopted, with judgement, 
early in the war, and constantly persevered in, I am per- 
suaded that the other Cantons would have been easily 
induced to have separated their interests from those of 
Basle, and that they would never have put their own 
peace and tranquiUity to the hazard, for the protection 
of a Canton to which none of tJie others are sincerely 
attached, and which by the imprudent and notoriously 
partia:l conduct of its chiefs has already most deeply 
committed, on more than one occasion, the interests and 
security of the whole Confederacy. Unfortunately, the 
whole conduct of the Court of Vienna towards these 
States has, on the one hand, been marked with a degree 
of indifference, as well as. haughtiness, that has disgusted 
her warmest friends, on the other, has been so unsteady 
and feeble as to give courage and insolence to her 
enemies, and prevent all moderate and judicious persons 
from having any confidence either in her arms or her 
counsels. 

I assured General Mack at the same time, that it would 
be impossible for me to take any part, direct or indirect, 
in such a measure, without having previously received 
His Majesty's commands for the regulation of my 
conduct. [Cypher ends.) 

Notwithstanding the shortness of my conversation with 
General Mack, it was easy to perceive in him a man 

p2 
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greatly superior* to all that I had yet seen at the 
Austrian army, and I most sincerely congratulate your 
Lordship on his return to his statibn, at this moment of 
general alarm and danger. I am assured that his talents 
will soon be put to a severe trial, as the enemy is collect- 
ing a most powerful force on the Bhine, and seems deter- 
mined to spare no expence that may contribute to put 
the army in a situation to undertake some great and 
decisive enterprize. 

Notwithstanding that the principal preparations are 
making on the Lower Khine, I am myself strongly of 
opinion that an effort will be made to effect a junction 
with the army in Italy by the Tyrol. I am sorry to say 
that I have observed for some time past a great enthusiasm 
for the service of that army, and that a number of young 
men, who had deserted from the armies of the Bhine, are 
daily joining it. This army, which at times had been 
f educed to such a state as to be on the eve of abandoning 
Italy, for want of numbers to maintain its numerous and 
extensive posts and positions, is now the most formidable 
in the service of the Eepublick, as weU in numbers as in 
discipline and enthusiasm. 

I am sorry also to observe that a kind of panick terror, 
which the arrival of General Mack has not allayd, again 
prevails throughout the whole of Swabia, where no 
effective measures have been taken to arm and discipline 
the Inhabitants. I am also persuaded that secret Over- 
tures have again been made to the Directory by some of 
the Princes of that circle, particularly by the Prince 
Margrave of Baden and the Duke of Wirtemberg. 

* Mr. Wickbam was not alone not in planning or explaining his 
in the high estimate he formed of plans, but in action, that the 
General Mack's abilities : it was General was wanting. 
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(No. 10.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grerwilte. 

(Ezlxact from Draft. Cypher.) Bern : Wednesday, 13tli April, 1797. 

It is distressing under such drcumstances to receive 
&om Blankenburg a new manifest, avowing the exists 
ence of different agents in • the interior of the Bepublick, 
and directing the particular attention of those agents to 
the approaching elections. 

Though there is certainly in other respects much to 
approve in this piece, yet it is, for obvious reasons, most 
sincerely to be regretted that the above points had not 
been left untouched* 

There is nothing that the well-disposed inhabitants, 
who have the restoration of royalty most sincerely at 
heart, dread so much, and with so much reason, as any 
interference on the part of the King and his agents, or 
any appearance whatever of concert or co-operation with 
the avowed royalists either within or without the king- 
dom. This is a point which, though obvious in its very 
nature, has never been at all understood at Blankenburg, 
and the extreme delicacy of the subject has .rendered me 
more cautious in pressing it on the attention of the Count 
d'Avaray and the Duke de la Vauguyon than I ought per- 
haps to have been considering its great importance and the 
consequences to which it naturally leads. I have had, 
however/much serious conversation with the Duke de la 
Vauguyon upon many subjects immediately connected with 
it, and at one time (as I had then the honour to inform 
your Lordship) I had good reason to hope that the publick 
conduct of that nobleman would have been conformable 
to the principles I have here laid down, inasmuch as 
he had repeatedly assured me that his sentiments in that 
respect were exactly the same as my own. I had soon, 
however, the mortification to learn, as well from some of 
the Duke s letters that were intercepted and published by 
the enemy as from others that were communicated to me 
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in a secret and confidential manner, that his language on 
that occasion had been assumed with the intention of 
deceiving, and that the counsel I had given was repre- 
sented to the King's agents, as well in as out of France, 
as a ground for mistrusting whatever came from the 
British Cabinet. Without meaning to attribute anything 
of the same duplicity to th6 Count d'Avaray, of the 
rectitude of whose intentions I have the highest opinion, 
I am persuaded that the miscUef is and will be funda- 
mentally the same. 

It is a great publick calamity at a moment like this 
that there should be no one person about the French 
King at all acquainted with the real state of the interior 
and of the pubhck opmion in France, or with the secret 
springs and causes by which the revolution has been 
brought about and supported, or who has any clear notion 
of the nature of a popular assembly, or of a mixed 
government. 

It is in vain talking with any of those persons upon 
any of those subjects ; they really do not and cannot com- 
prehend them. 

This is the real cause of all the false measures that are 
taken ; this is the reason why they neither advise nor 
understand those measures of prudence and precaution 
which necessity dictates, and why those who advise them 
become immediately the objects of jealousy and suspicion ; 
this is also the reason why, instead of leading and di- 
recting the pubhck opinion, they are not only greatly 
behind it, but too often retarding its progress 

Mr. Montgaillard having attempted to enter into a 
direct correspondance with the person known by the 
name of Baptiste [Pichegru], the latter has sent his own 
confidential friend to inform me of the fact, and at the 
same time to take measures tending to prevent the mis- 
chief by which it might be followed. 
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Mr, Spencer Smith^ to Mr. Wickham. 

(Extract.) ConBtantanople : 7,May, 1707. 

Dear Sir, — • • , Heaven avert that the contagion 
of pernicious principles do not produce some catastrophe 
of a different nature. Smyrna has just offered a melan- 
choly spectacle from such a cause. The fermentation of 
the populace, which may date from the long stay of the 
enemy's first revolutionary squadron in that port from 
the commencement of the war till lately, has at length 
produced an explosion which I confess myself to watch 
the extent of with no small anxiety, as I consider the 
positive destruction and havoc, though enormous, as 
perhaps the least of the disaster, considered in a moral 
view. To sum the matter up, the whole maritime 
suburb of that flourishing city, with the exception of four 
European houses (of which two are English), has been 
consumed by fire, and exposed to the sack and pillage of 
a ferocious mob during 24 successive hours. The gross 
damage done is estimated at near a miUion and a half 
sterling, of which our portion approaches 100,000/., for 
of our whole opulent factory nothing remains but the 
smoaking ruins and their naked fEimilies. The French 
claim near the same sum from the Forte, but I beUeve 
mean to indemnify themselves at the expence of the 
Venetians, the misconduct of whose vagabond subjects is 
stated as the prime cause of the misfortune, and against 
whom the Forte naturally and ingeniously endeavours to 
raise a hue and cry amongst the Corps diplomatique. 
The French, I believe, had not near that sum to lose 
throughout the Levant, and the Spaniards saved all. The 
Imperials have lost about 50,000/. sterling, and other 

* John Spencer Smith, younger British Minister at Constantinople. 

t)Tother of Admiral Sir Sidney He afterwards represented England 

Smith. He held a commission in at Sta<^;ardy a post which he quitted 

the Guards, and on quitting the in 1804, from the same cause that 

army was engaged for many years obliged Mr. Drake to leave Munich ; 

in dipbmacy ; at this time he was Mr. Smith died at Caen in 1840« 
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nations about as much each, the remainder having iaUen 
chiefly upon the Ottoman tributary subj^ts, amongst 
whom the loss in Ufe has been also the most consider- 
able* Few Europeans having fallen in a dehberate 
massacre of upwards of 1,000 persons, during whidi every 
horror was committed that can be supposed incidental to 
the assault of a town by storm. The female sex exposed 
to the most brutal violence, and the children conveyed 
away and sold as slaves with inconceivable dexterity and 
dispatch* This matt^, in fact, occupies the public here 
just at present as much almost as General Buonaparte. I 
have only just time and room left to assure you, in a 
hurry, of my being. 

Dear Sir, your faithful humble Servant, 

Spencer Smith. 
(No. 12.) Mr. Wiekham to Lord GrermUe. 

(Extract from Draft.) Bern : 24ih May, 1797. 

. . . . I have introduced the person known by 
the name of Baptiste [Pichegru] to M. Berger [Dandr^], 
and as all their operations will now be concerted to- 
gether, so their expenses and demands must be con- 
sidered as the same. I have had the highest reason 
lately to be satisfyd with the conduct of that person, and 
have the best hopes that he will distinguish himself in the 
post to which he is now called, as much as he had done 
in that which he formerly fiOiled with so much repu- 
tation^ 

(No. 12.) Mr. Wiekham to Lord Grenville, 

(Extract from Draft. PrivAte.) 

(Most Secret and Confidential) Bern : 27 Juae, 97. 

(Cypher.) — ^M. Berger [Dandr^] has seen Carnot fre- 
quently, and, upon the whole, is disposed to be satisfyd 
with him. He inclines to think he may be gained over 
by Barth^lemy. He wishes to make his peace, but the 
blood of the King sits heavy upon his mind and renders 
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him at times quite desperate ; he is, besides, constantly 
reminded by his colleagues that he had filled a place in 
the Committee of Public Safety under Kobespierre, from 
which they draw the conclusion that even should the 
King pardon him the public never will. 

Sir Morton Eden to Mr. Wickham. 

\^enna : June 28th^ 1797. 

My dear Sir, — {Cypher) — Conformably to what I told 
you in my letter of Saturday last, I have spoken with the 
Austrian Minister on the different points mentioned in 
yours of the 9th inst. He still professes not to give 
credit to the report, and solemnly declared that no pro- 
posal of alliance has been made by the French to this 
Gtovemment, nor any mention made, either before or since 
the agnature of the preliminary treaty, of a project of , 
invasion of His Majesty's electoral dominions and of 
Portugal. {Cypher ends.) 

A report prevails here that General Buonaparte is 
desirous to obtain the Swiss Cantons' permission to conduct 
his army home through Switzerland. I trust, however, 
that the Government is too wise to grant it 

The system of spoliation is steadily pursuing in Italy. 
Believe me to be ever, with great and imfeigned regard^ 
My dear Sir, your most faithful humble Servant, 

Morton Eden. 

(No. 19.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Extract from Draft) 
(Most Secret and ConfidentiaL) Bern : 7ih Julj^ 1707. 

I have received a great deal of important intelligence 
from Paris in the course of this last week, most of which 
will be known to your Lordship by the public papers 
before it can reach you by this circuitous channel. All 
that is worth communicating may be reduced to the 
following heads : 

1. An expedition to Iceland has been finally determined 
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on ; of this I can hive no manner of doubt, as well be- 
cause the two persons fix)m whom I received opposite 
accounts of the destination of the Brest fleet last winter 
now agree in their reports, as because Mr. Berger [Dandr^] 
(who has now an indirect communication with Mr. B[arthe- 
lemy] through the medium of tJie friend whom that 
Director consults on all confidential points) assures me 
that both Barras and Mr. B[arth^lemy] have protested in 
writing^ against the measure. I give the more credit to 
this latter information (of which, indeed, in other respects, 
I see no room to doubt), because I am assured fi'om very 
good authority that Mr. Barras wrote to General Bona- 
parte about a month since, advising him not to accept 
a dangerous mission that would be offered him. It is 
only upon General Bonaparte's dechning the offer (which 
my information supposes to relate to Ireland), that the 

• command has been given to General Hoche. Another 
account, however, states (as I have elsewhere mentioned) 
that it was the expedition to Portugal that was offered to 
General Bonaparte. My information further states that 
the chiefs of the insurgents in Ireland have received 
directions to remain quiet untill the beginning of August. 

2. A maritime expedition against Portugal is certainly 
to take place, if the vigilance of His Majesty's fleets can 
be defeated. There is an opinion in the office of the 
Minister of Marine that the Dutch fleet will have that 
destination, probably after having thrown an alarm on the 
coasts of Scotland and Ireland. I know not what credit 
is to be given to this part of the report, but that the ex- 
pedition is intended and finally resolved on, should its 
execution be found possible, I cannot have a doubt. 

3. Great temptations are now to be offered to the 
Court of Vienna, in the hope of obtaining the speedy 
conclusion of a definitive treaty which has hitherto met 

• with greater obstacles than had been at all foreseen 
by the Directory or its agents. On the difficulties and 
delays that this negotiation may encounter will chiefly 
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depend the disposition of the French Government to treat 
fairly and honourably with His Majesty's Minister at Lisle, 
as well as the nature of the terms they mean to offer or 
accept. Their intentions very lately were to insist on the 
cession of all the conquests made on the Dutch, and an 
intimation to that effect (though in general terms) has been 
given to the Dutch Government. I am however positively 
assured from Paris, by a gentleman well acquainted with 
Mr. Maret, that that negotiator has separate powers to 
treat with Lord Malmesbiuy for the Cape of Good Hope 
in consideration of a sum of money. 

Lord Grenville to Mr. Wickham. 

(Private.) ' Dropmore : Aug. 5. 1797. 

My dear Sir, — I am to acknowledge your private letter 
of the 7th ult on the subject of Mr. Talbot, and I have 
great satis&ction in the manner in which you speak of 
him. I really think that on the whole it will be much 
better for him to remain with you than to go to Lisle to 
join Lord Malmesbury, for which there is now a fresh 
opportunity by Mr. Wesley's destination for India : but I 
do not propose to him to avail himself of it, for the reason 
I have mentioned ; and indeed at his distance from Lisle, 
added to the length of time which our communications 
require, it might very well happen to him not to arrive 
there till all was over one way or other. 

As to the result of that discussion you know too much 
of the points on which it really turns, and of their great 
uncertainty from day to day, not to feel with me that 
nothing like a decided opinion can rationally be formed 
on the subject. There seems now to be some sort of 
compromise at Paris, the n^otiations for which were, as 
we understand, carried on by the mediation of Pichegru. 
It is impossible but that the question of War or Peace 
with Austria and England separately and conjointly 
must have come under view in any solid settlement of 
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future measures if such has been made. But I think it 
more likely that the whole business has only been patched 
up to save present appearances (which both parties may 
think their interest) and that the seeds of disunion remain. 
I am much afraid from some general expressions in 
some of your dispatches that you have limited your 
operations more than we should have wished. The 
moment that all idea of acting on the frontier or in the 
interior, by force avowedly directed to the restoration of 
Boyalty, was abandoned, it became necessary for me to 
apprize you of it. But the reasons for that resolution do 
not apply to the operations in which Berger [Dandr^] is 
concerned, and which seem likely to be more useful than 
the other plans have ever been : and as the nature of the 
subject does not admit of precise instructions, I can even 
now in my public dispatches only refer you to your own 
discretion, on which in truth you have every reason to 
rely, with as much confidence as we do. I wish only to 
add, that I have twice received very interesting communi- 
cations direct^ and that in the eternal delays and em- 
barrassments of our continental correspondence it would be 
very acceptable to us if that mode were oftener employed. 

(No. 28.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Extract from Draft.) Munzigen, near Bern : Tuesdaj, lOth Oct'.^ 1707. 

My Lord, — On Saturday last a Mr. Mengaud arrived 
here from Basle, and presented himself as a commissary 
of the French Directory to the reigning Advoyer, Jdx, 
de Steigeur, to whom, without any credentials or other 
Introduction whatever, he delivered the two papers * of 

* A translation of the note of rectory, convinced that the mission 

the Directory will be found in the of Wickam to the Helvetic Cantons 

' Annual Blister' for 1797, State has no reference whatever to the 

iPapers, p. 266 : but on account of respective interests of England and 

its importance I repeat it. Switzerland ; and that his sole 

' Paris, 29th Fructidor, oth year object is to ezdte and encourage 

of the French Republic, one and plots against the internal and 

indivisible. The Executtve Di- external security of the French 
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which I send copies enclosed, A and B, requiring^ in the 
name of the Directory, that I should receive immediate 
orders to quit the Swiss Territory. 

Mr. Mengaud assigned no other reason for this extra- 
ordinary requisition than the persuasion of the Directory 
as expressed in the paper A. He candidly admitted that 
his mission was not a very reasonable one, but declared 
at the same time that the Directory would expect that its 
object should be strictly and immediately complyd with. 
Mr. de Steiguer, after hinting that the Directory seemed 
rather to have considered itself as writing to a French 
municipality than to a free and independent State, ob- 
served, that it would be impossible for the Senate of Bern 
to give him any decisive answer, not only on account of 
the new and very extraordinary nature of his demand, 
which would make a convocation of the Sovereign C!ouncil 
absolutely necessary, but because Mr. Wickham's creden- 
tials being addressed to the 1 3 Cantons and their allies, 
no resolution could be taken that would in any way 
affect that Minister but by the whole body legally assem- 
bled. That, however, the wnole should be communi- 
cated as well to the Sovereign Council as to the Senate, 
and that as soon as one or both of those Councils should 
have taken their decision, Mr. Mengaud should imme- 
diately be made acquainted with it. Upon this the com- 
missary took his leave, saying that he should either wait 
for the answer at Zurich, or call for it on his way back 
to Prance. 

King Louis XVIII. to Mr. Wickham. 

(Traiulatioii.) Kankenbarg : October 11, 1707. 

I have been thinking. Sir, that the best means of repair- 
ing the mischief just suffered by an enterprize to which 

Bepublic, charge the Citizen Men- rections for Wickam*s immediate 

gaud to invite and require the departure from the territories of 

goremment of the Canton of Switzerland. 

Berne, and alao the other Helvetic ' T. M. R£V£LLii:RELEP£Aux. 

Cantons, if necessary, to give di- ' La Garde, Secretaire G^n^ral.' 
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your Go^mment has so powerfully contributed by its 
generous assistance, but still more by confiding to you the 
direction of its course, was to take counsel together anew 
with more unanimity than ever. I therefore charge M. 
de Cazalfe, who will deliver this letter to you, to confer 
with you on the measures which ought to be taken at 
this juncture, and to communicate to you those which it 
seemed to me might be advantageously put into execu- 
tion. My great and assuredly well-founded confidence 
in him, that which your Government has repeatedly 
shown him, and which I beg you to accord to him also, 
saves me from entering into much detail ; it will be I 
myself who speak to you by his mouth, and I shall only 
lose the pleasure of conversing with you. 

The event is cruel, but the resources are great, and I 
know too well the * true British spirit ' by which you 
are animated to fear that your courage is cast down more 
than mine. We shall come with honour out of this 
difficult position, and the triumvirs who thought to com- 
promise you by naming you so emphatically, will have 
only deferred for a short time your enjoyment of the 
glory that so noble a work, happily accomplished, ought 
to attach to your name. 

Best assured. Sir, of my esteem and of all my other 
sentiments for you. Louis. 

(No. 29.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenviUe. 

(Draft) Muniigen : Friday, 13 Oct 1797. 

My Lord, — ^The Council of 200, which was assembled 
on Wednesday for the purpose mentioned in my dispatch 
No. 28, after a very long debate resolved — 

IsL To refer Mr. Mengaud's demand to the Helvetic 
Body through the medium of the Canton of Zurich. 

2ndly. To communicate this resolution to Mr. Mengaud, 
in the form of a note firom the Senate. 

3rdly. To send two deputies to Paris, with instructions 
to explain and justify the above resolution, and to say at 
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the same time, that neither the Canton of Bern, nor the 
Helvetic Body at large, can accede to the demand of the 
Directory, uidess some of the charges should be made out, 
and some specific proof produced tending directly to 
criminate the British Minister. 

4thly. To exhort the Helvetic Body to give the same 
answer. 

The debate was conducted with a degree of dignity 
and temper that has been rarely seen in that assembly. 
The utmost consideration and respect was expressed 
for his Majesty's person, and there seemed a general 
disposition to repose an entire confidence in his wisdom, 
justice, and benevolence. 

Though all parties seemed strongly penetrated with 
the intimate sense of their danger, six persons only could 
be found capable of supporting the demand of the Di- 
rectory. 

The sending deputies to Paris (a measure that it would 
have been desirable to have avoided) was considered 
necessary, not only because the demand was directly 
addressed to Bern, but because it is strongly suspected 
that Messrs. La Harpe and Benjamin Constant, the sworn 
enemies of this government and its constitution, are the 
real authors and contrivers of Mr. Mengaud's mission. 

That gentleman remained at Bern until the Council 
separated, and appeared extremely impatient to know the 
decision. He has visited several of the magistrates, but has 
uniformly decUned entering into any explanation on the 
subject of his mission, saying that with respect to their 
Canton, it was confined to the delivery of the two notes 
which he had given into the hands of the Advoyer, and to 
the receiving and transmitting the answer. Nobody here 
knows anything either of him or his connections but what 
they have learnt from himself, which is no more than that 
he has lately returned from St Petersburg, and that he had 
passed through Vienna. I have however some reason to 
believe that he is a personal friend of Mr. La Harpe, 
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and that he has been already sent into this country as a 
secret emissary. 

The decision of the Helvetic Body may be obtained 
in something less than a fortnight, nor can it well in any 
case be delayed beyond the term of three weeks, unless 
there should be a dijQference of opinion among the Cantons, 
which is hardly probable. There is no doubt that the 
Canton of Zurich will use all possible diligence to obtain 
a speedy answer, the more so as Mr. Mengaud is going to 
that place for the express purpose of hastening the 
decision. I have no doubt but that the opinion of the 
Canton of Bern will be imanimously adopted. 

But I fear it must not be expected that any very rigorous 
proof should be required* I am persuaded that the lead- 
ing Cantons would firmly resist any direct blow aimed at 
their independence ; but whilst the French armies shall 
occupy their present position, and as long as any uncer- 
tainty shall prevail respecting the views and intention of 
the Cabinet of Vienna, the Governments of this country 
must necessarily yield to anything that the French Ee- 
publick shall require provided the Directory furnish 
them wherewithall to save appearances. His Majesty's 
Ministers are alone able to say^ on the one hand, how far 
it is desirable, either at home or abroad, that a publick 
discussion of this subject should be avoided ; on the other, 
whether the consequences of yielding to the storm may 
not be more serious than any mischief that can arise from 
braving it. 

(Cypher.) As to the proofs that the Directory can pro- 
duce, I am afraid, and I feel it my duty to say at once that 
they are of a nature to give me very serious uneasiness. I 
have frequently mentioned to your Lordship my apprehen- 
sion, not only of the indiscretion, but of the perfidy, of many 
of the persons with whom I have had unavoidable com- 
munication. To say nothing of many others, I will only 
observe that the declaration of Mr. Dumas is in no 
respect so fatal as in what regards this country, where he 
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most unfortunately resided for some time, protected at my 
request by some of the first families of Hie State^ and 
receiving pecuniary supplies for Gteneral Charette through 
the hand of bankers, whom he has inevitably denounced, 
and who will as inevitably come forward as the only 
means of saving themselves and their correspondants at 
Paris from proscription. The papers of General Klinglin 
are also singularly important, and though the Directory 
has not yet discovered the key of the cypher (which I 
had the precaution to change on Mr. Montgaillard's return 
from ItaJy), yet I fear that it must at last fall into their 
hands, and in that case I should be to the last degree ap- 
prehensive, lest it should lead to a suspicion of the person 
through whom my most confidential correspondance with 
General Pichegru was carryd on, and who is now actually 
at Paris on a mission from this state. 

Under these circumstances your Lordship will not be 
surprised to hear, that I have already been strongly 
pressed by tjie best friends of the British Government to 
withdraw from hence, as the only means of saving them 
and their country. 

It is most painful to me at the same time to learn that 
all my own friends at Bern, and particularly the Advoyer 
de Steiguer, were persuaded that I should have taken that 
step immediately, in consideration of the multiplied marks 
of attention and attachment that I have received since my 
residence there. I have however stated to them most 
forcibly that the thing was absolutely impossible ; that 
my own feelings must be sacrificed to my duty to my 
Sovereign, whose commands I must await ; and that the 
utmost I could do would be to represent their fears and 
their wishes as speedily and as strongly as possible to his 
Majesty, should his Majesty be disposed to receive them 
favourably. 

It seems to me that a publick discussion, which they so 
much dread, would best be avoided by founding my 
recall or leave of abse^ce on his Majesty's afiection for 

VOL. n. E 
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the Helvetic Body and his wish to avoid Gommitting them 
with a neighbour who knows neither faith, law, nor 
reason, allowing me at the same time to state this Mly 
in a note or manifesto at my departure. A note of this 
kind might be so drawn as to augment the opinion 
(which the measure itself would certainly estabhsh) of 
his Majesty's magnanimity and benevolence ; to retort 
very severely on the French Government, and to elude 
every sort of accusation, without either expressly ad- 
mitting or denying any charge whatever. 

I am certain that by such a measure his Majesty's in- 
fluence would be preserved untouched for better moments, 
and that his memory in this country would be ever revered 
by all ranks and descriptions of people. 

I have no doubt myself that the French mean to attack 
Switzerland, and it is principally for this reason that it 
seems desirable to avoid as much as possible any appear- 
ance of his Majesty's Minister here having brought such 
a calamity on the country. I am strongly inclined to hope 
that it is yet time to save that appearance, and that the 
measure I venture to propose will fully answer that end. 

Saturday, 8 a.m. 

P.S. — The above was finished last night. Early this 
morning I have received a letter * firom the reigning Ad- 
voyer Mr. de Steiguer, of which I send a copy enclosed, 
earnestly recommending every part of it to your Lord- 
ship's consideration, and humbly requesting that you will 
lay it before his Majesty, to whom at this period, it is, I 
trust, unnecessary to say anything of the transcendent 
merit of its author. 

When a magistrate, whose conduct should have served 
as a model to the Ministers of far more powerful states 

• The purport of this letter ments advanced by the Avoycr 

waa to ux^e Mr. Wickham to pro- are given by Mr. AVickham in the 

cure his recall, as the only way of next letter, 
saving Switzerland. The argu- 
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upon the Continent, sees such real ground for alarm, we 
may be sure that the danger is reaUy imminent. 

(No. 30.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Draft) Mimzigen : Satuxday, October 21, 1797. 

My Lord, — The situation of this country has become 
so extremely critical since my last, that I find myself 
imder the necessity of despatching a messenger to your 
Lordship immediately. 

I yesterday had a long, confidential, and very interest- 
ing conversation with the reigning Advoyer M. de 
Steiguer. 

His Excellency b^an by apologizing for his letter of 
the 13th inst., and by repeating the protestation it con- 
tained that nothing but the imminent danger in which his 
country was involved could have induced him to have 
taken a step so repugnant at once to his own feelings, to 
the language and conduct he had constantly holden, and 
to what he himself considered as sound poKcy. 

He then enlarged on aU the leading topics of the letter, 
dwelling with particular force on the progress that the 
French agents and emissaries had evidently made in 
spreading jealousy and mistrust of their magistrates in the 
minds of the people, of which he produced to me strong 
and accumulated proof, and on the persuasion (natural 
enough since the afiair of M. Dumas) that existed even 
among persons of a superior class, that the greater part of 
the emigrants who had been protected by the Magistrates 
here had denounced their protectors to the French Go- 
vernment in a manner that would in some sort authorize 
the punishment or at least the removal of many of the first 
persons of the State. He added that the intelligence re- 
ceived from Milan as well of the formidable state of the 
French army as of the pacific turn that the negotiations 
had taken at Udine, had not only thrown a sudden damp 
on the public mind, but had so deeply afiected many of the 
persons on whose energy and courage he had the most 

£ 2 
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reliance, that he found himself left almost single and un- 
supported ; that projects of reform and of sacrifice on the 
part of the Government, striking at the very root of their 
constitution, began already to be talked of, and that he 
feared that nothing but the special interference of Provi- 
dence could save his country from the danger with which 
it was threatened, unless it were some sort of madness or 
folly^ such as an open and immediate attack on the part of 
its enemies ; for which he for one most fervently prayed. 
He added, what he had already declared to the Council 
of 200 in a most animated and impressive address, that 
until his head was laid upon the block, he would never 
despair of the safety of his country, nor cease to support 
its dignity and honour as well as its integrity and in- 
dependance. 

His Excellency then proceeded to state to me the 
substance of the information which the Government had 
lately received as to the hostile projects of the Direc- 
tory. He said that those projects were of two kinds, 
and that the one or the other would be preferred accord- 
ing to the event of the negotiations at Udine. That 
should the war continue, all the efibrts of the enemy 
would be directed to the dissolving the bands of union 
as Avell between the different Cantons as between the 
magistrates and the people in each particular state, 'and 
that menaces would only be employed indirectly, and 
as means of preventing either individual or single states 
from opposing or denouncing the project too openly. 

That a plan to the above effect had been adopted after 
mature consideration ; that the Government was informed 
not only of its nature but of the means intended to be 
employed in carrying it into execution, and of the per- 
sons who were expected to contribute most materially to 
its success. That it was concerted and combined with 
wonderful address, and that it was to the full as dangerous 
as it was wicked, the more so as it was conducted under 
the immediate protection of Messrs. Merlin and Eewbell 
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by a club of refiigees who had connections and corre* 
spondance in every part of Switzerland, and who besides 
the enthusiasm which they derived from these revolu- 
tionary principles were animated with the hope of a 
speedy and triumphant return to their own country, of 
revenging what they call the persecution they have suf- 
fered, and of changing their present existence as proscribed 
criminals for that of statesmen and legislators. 

That the plan of the Directory, in case the negotiations 
at Udine should be terminated by a definitive treaty, was 
to march a considerable force to the frontiers ; and then 
to the means above pointed out to add those of insolent 
demands and open threats always addressed to one in- 
dividual Canton or to some particular government or 
magistrate, at the same time that the most perfidious and 
flattering assurances and compUments should be paid to 
the rest That this method was preferred to that of an 
open invasion, in consequence of the refugees having taken 
care to print in its true colours the formidable resistance 
that the country would present should the Governments 
remain firmly united among themselves and the people 
sincerely attached to their rulers ; particularly should 
both one and the other be rqused by any insolent and 
unprovoked aggression ; that the mode of demands and 
threats was, however, not yet abandoned ; that the Direc- 
tory was disposed to try it in the beginning, notwith- 
standing the opinion and advice of the refugees, and 
that the demand made by Mr, Mengaud had principally 
for its object to determine (from the manner in which it 
should be received), how far the opinion of the Directors, 
in that respect, might or might not be followed with 
safety. His Excellency enlarged upon this particular 
point with great force of reasoning, explaining to me all 
the dangerous consequences by which an attempt of the 
kind must inevitably be followed in tlie present temper of 
the public, and then, as an unanswerable proof of the 
intention of the Directory to persevere in the same system. 
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he communicated to me a note he had just received from 
Mr. Bacher formally denouncing the C!olonels Boland and 
Aipand and the Majors Sousillon and Fillichody (the 
commanders of the cordon on the frontiers), comme des 
gens suspects a la RipvJblique Franqoise. It is observable 
that these same officers are pointed out as obnoxious 
persons in a new publication of M. de la Harpe, which is 
circulated with uncommon industry in the Pays de Vaud. 

Though the Advoyer did not mention to me the means 
by which he had acquired the greater part of the above 
information, I am, however, enabled to assure your Lord- 
ship that it was communicated to this Government (with 
proofs that admitted neither of denial nor doubt) by Mr. 
Marandet, the private secretary of Mr. Barth^lemy, who 
was allowed to remain with that Minister at the Luxem- 
bourg untill the very last moment. 

The papers relating to this business, which Mr. Ma- 
randet has brought with him, had been secured and put 
aside before the explosion took place at Paris, and Mr. 
Barth^lemy, on the eve of his departure for Eochefort, 
desired Mr. Marandet to convey them to the Magistrates 
of Bern, with many verbal communications of still greater 
consequence, as the last testimony of his attachment to 
these states. This is also the place for me to inform 
your Lordship that two of the spies of the police of 
Paris have been discovered here, with passports as per- 
sons who had quitted France in consequence of the late 
decrees, and who came here to sollicit from hence that 
their names might be finally erased from the list of the 
emigrants. 

M. de Steiguer then entered upon a subject which he 
said was no less painful to him than the rest, viz. that 
of the conduct of his confederates and allies. He in- 
formed me that the Magistrates of Zurich had just shown 
a degree of pusillanimity that coidd not fail to have the 
most &tal consequences. That far from recommending 
to the other Cantons the answer given by the Canton 
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of Bern, they had merely communicated to them Mr. 
M^igaud's correspondance, without giving any opinion 
of their own, either as to the answer that ought to be 
given, or as to the notice that ought to be taken of it 
This conduct, he said, was in contradiction with the 
usage enacted and established in matters of such im- 
portance when a Diet was not convened, and it tended 
directly to disunite, if not to dissolve, the Confederacy 
He said that the measure was not in itself bad, and 
might even have been a wise one at any other moment, 
provided it had been previously concerted among the 
leading Cantons as a means of gaining time, whilst 
vigorous preparations were making to resist the enemy ; 
but that it was notorious that this was not the case, 
that the measure had been adopted on due delibera- 
tion from the fear of exposing the Government of the 
Canton to the resentm£nt of the French Repuhlick^ and that 
all the letters from Zurich agreed in that point, endea- 
vouring only to excuse their Gbvernment from the 
danger to which they would have personally exposed 
themselves, had they been the first to deliver an opinion 
contrary to the wish of the Directory. The Advoyer 
spoke with much warmth upon this subject, upon which, 
however, whatever he says must allways be received with 
a certain degree of caution, as he is strongly impressed 
with the idea, that all the feeble and pusillanimous mea- 
sures of the Confederacy have been adopted by the secret 
suggestions, if not the open coimsels, of that Canton, 
and on that account he has preserved a deep resentment 
against many of its leading members. 

The Advoyer then stated to me the information he had 
received from the other Cantons, which was conformable 
in every respect to what I had already learnt, and which 
in truth is of a nature to make the boldest tremble. 

Without fatiguing your Lordship on that subject with 
a mass of detail that could only be rendered interesting or 
intelligible by a previous explanation of circumstances 
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merdy local, and the history of a number of obscure in- 
dividuals, I shall content myself with observing, that with 
an uncommon portion of individual worth, public spirit, 
and courage, distributed through the whole country, there 
exist insurmoimtable obstacles to the calling those virtues 
into action, arising from a combination of various causes, 
among which may be distinguished : the triumphant situa* 
tion of the French armies ; the indifference of the Court of 
Vienna to all that concerns this country ; the timidity of 
the different governments thereof; their want of union 
among themselves ; the ascendancy acquired by the com- 
mercial Cantons of Zurich and Basle ; and, above all, the 
nature of this particular crisis, which the form of the 
Helvetic Confederacy is so ill calculated to encounter. 

I am bound to add, in the language of the Advoyer, 
that it is my firm persuasion that nothing but an. open 
and immediate attack on the part of the enemy can pos* 
sibly save this country from destruction, unless, indeed, 
by the continuation of the continental war the Directory 
should be obUged to turn its whole attention to matters 
of still greater importance. After this matter had been 
thoroughly discussed, the Advoyer returned again to the 
subject of his letter, saying that it was certainly Iiis in- 
tention to have carryd his request further, and to have 
submitted to me whether (having spoken openly to all 
ray friends of my intention to pay a visit to Colonel Crau- 
furd), I might not still undertake that journey without 
committing my public character, inasmuch as no official 
commimication whatever had been made to me of the 
nature of M. Mengaud's mission. 

That he had, however, said nothing to me on the sub- 
ject, because he had been assured that it was my firm in- 
tention not to absent myself, even for a moment, without 
a renewed permission from his Majesty. But that so 
material a change had taken place in the public opinion 
within these last three days that he was determined to 
submit the idea to me confidentially, and to lay before 
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me the reasons why all the well-disposed members of the 
State were anxious that I should give it effect. He then 
entered very largely upon the subject, repeating to nie 
the arguments which have lately been pressed upon me 
from every quarter ; many of which arise naturally from 
the information he had just communicated to me, and 
others were strongly personal to some of the most 
estimable individuals of the State. I immediately an- 
swered him that I had that confidence in the judgement 
as well as in the good faith and loyalty of his Excellency, 
that if he would solemnly assure me that he saw any real 
utility that would arise to himself or his country in the 
present crisis from such a measure, I would at least take 
it into my most serious consideration. 

His answer was dear and explicit, that if it did no 
possible good, it would at least prevent immediate and 
inevitable mischief ; that this was his firm and decided 
opinion, and that nothing but an intimate persuasion of its 
truth could ever have induced him to have submitted it 
to me. 

I then requested that he would explain to me in what 
particular point or for what particular purpose my imme- 
diate absence could be so eminently usefril. He said that 
in the first plac^, the agitation of the public mind was so 
great that it was impossible for himself and other well- 
disposed persons to make any impression on it; that that 
agitation was evidently maintained and increased by my 
presence ; that a proper explanation would be put upon 
my absence by the Government, and immediate advantage 
be taken of the fevourable impression it would probably 
occasion, to instruct as well as to animate the people, to 
awaken them to a due sense of their danger, and to point 
out to them their only means of safety. 

Secondly^ that it would enable the Helvetic Body to 
give a dilatory answer, which might be concerted among 
the secret councils of the different States, and that pro- 
bably many of the Cantons would give no answer at all 
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unless they should be summoned to do so by a new 
demand. 

Lastly, that it would give the Government of this State 
a fair pretext to instruct their deputies at Paris to de- 
cline any explanation until it should be known whether 
his Majesty should be pleased to prolong my leave of 
absence or no, and that in the mean time preparations for 
defence might be made with secresy, and without alarm- 
ing the public, for which purpose measures were now 
taking by the council of war. 

Here our conversation ended by the Advoyer's ex- 
pressing his earnest hope that his Majesty would not 
withdraw from them his protection, of which they might 
soon stand in need, and with his entreating me to throw 
a veil over the weakness of his countrymen, wherever it 
was possible for me to do so. To which he added that 
he had to request that I would consider the whole of 
what had passed as a private and not an official com- 
munication. 

The impression made on my mind by the whole of the 
Advoyer's discourse is so strong, the applications to the 
same effect that I receive from other, quarters are so fre- 
quent and so earnest, and the opinion of the persons most 
firmly attached to his Majesty's Government is so unani- 
mous as to the necessity as well as the propriety of the 
measure required of me, that I find myself forced as it 
were to adopt it ; and I shall this day give notice, both 
to Bern and Zurich, in the common forms, of my intention 
to pay a visit to Colonel Crauftird, at Francfort, leaving 
Mr. Talbot to take charge of His Majesty's affairs during 
my absence. 

In adopting this resolution I do not disguise fix>m my- 
self that there exist many and very weighty objections 
to the measure, much less do I mean to shelter myself 
under the discretion with which his Majesty has been so 
lately pleased to honour me. Large as that discretion 
was, I am persuaded that it was not intended to apply to 
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a case like this, and I am most fully aware that I have 
taken upon myself a great and serious responsibility. 

Your Lordship, however, will do me the justice to 
believe that my resolution is founded on an intimate 
knowledge of the present situation of the country, and 
the temper of the people ; and that it has not been taken 
without a thorough consideration of the whole subject 
under all its points, nor without allowing its due weight 
to each of the many well-founded objections to which it 
is undoubtedly liable, and which I allow to be of a nature 
to be counterbalanced by nothing less than the strictest 
moral necessity. 

Besides the reasons that I have already given to your 
Lordship, as well in my last despatch as in this, my 
resolution has been principally determined by the follow- 
ing considerations : — 

1st It is most evident, under the present circumstances, 
and whilst the present agitation shall continue, that I can 
be of no possible service to his Majesty, or his Allies, on 
this station. It is equally so, that my remaining here 
will tend to aUenate the affections of thb country, and to 
throw all its great resources, together with the first mili- 
tary position in Europe, into the hands of the enemy ; 
which, in case of the continuation of the war, would, 
perhaps, be the most &tal blow that the House of Austria 
could possibly receive. 

2nd. By yielding to the pressing soUicitations of the 
most respectable members of this State, I leave a strong 
party here firmly attached to his Majesty's interests, 
penetrated with a high sense of his goodness, and disposed 
to serve him with zeal and affection on some better 
occasion. I am also persuaded that such an occasion 
would speedily be found should hostilities once com- 
mence' with the smallest appearance of success on the 
part of the Austrians. 

3rd. The Directory has committed itself so far that it 
cannot recede, and it is scarcely possible for me to receive 
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his Majesty's commands before this government shall be 
called on to give a decisive answer. If, then, I were to 
wait for orders from home before I took any step that 
might give a reasonable pretext for delay, any authority 
that I might afterwards receive to that effect would arrive 
too late to avert the impending danger. 

4th. It is certain that either myself, or the proscribed 
French deputies, together with some persons of stiU 
greater importance, must immediately quit the country. 
Those persons being only considered dangerous on ac- 
count of their being in a situation to communicate with 
me. It is equally certain if I remain that the commanders 
of the frontiers will be displaced, and that all my means 
of correspondance will be discovered or defeated. 

Now, with respect to myself, I can venture to assure 
your Lordship, after the fullest and most attentive 
consideration of the subject, that my temporary removal 
from this place, at this particular moment^ far from being 
of any detriment to his Majesty's service, cannot but very 
materially facilitate and render more free from suspicion 
the sort of correspondance which my instructions have 
particularly directed me to cultivate. My measures are 
already taken in such a way that I think it scarcely pos- 
sible that my expectations in that respect should be dis- 
appointed ; but the success of these measures entirely 
depends on the total removal of every possible grounds 
of suspicion. 

Lastly. By this measure, my whole conduct being open 
to a pubUc disavowal, I only expose myself personally, 
without at all committing the dignity of his Majesty's 
name, which could not be the case were I to remain here, 
and suffer the question to be brought to an open decision. 
Besides, by the notification I have given of my de- 
parture, I do not know, strictly speaking, that I have even 
committed myself It is in the common form, and in its 
nature supposes me to be entirely ignorant of Mr. Men- 
gaud's mission, of which I have received no official com- 
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mimication. I am bound to nothing — I am not only at 
liberty to return here from Francfort, when it shall be 
thought prudent for me so to do, but it is neither necessary 
that I should really leave this country* nor even certain 
(though probable) that I shall do so. 

My resolution has been taken at the request of the 
leading persons of this State. It is in no case my inten- 
tion to comply with it in less that ten days. Should 
those persons in the interval find reason to repent or be 
ashamed of what they have done, or should I perceive 
any favourable turn in the public opinion (of which I 
own that I have not much hope), it would be open to me, 
without aiisigning any reason, to say that I had changed 
my intention, and that my journey was deferred. 

Should any fortunate circumstance produce a change 
of sentiments and of conduct here, I own that I am not 
yet prepared to say in what manner the best advantage 
might be taken of it ; it is obvious that the conduct of 
the Ministers of the Allies must be entirely governed by 
the circumstances of the moment. 

Should the war continue, everything must necessarily 
depend on, and be made subordinate to, the views and 
plans of the Cabinet of Vienna ; and the whole must be 
regulated by an able and active minister on the spot. 

In every such case an application will certainly be 
made to his Majesty for pecuniary succours. 

Upon that point I have always been extremely reserved, 
and have never hitherto expressed myself to the fiill 
extent of the Instructions left to me by Lord E. Fitz- 
Gerald, merely saying that his Majesty would not see any 
unprovoked aggression of this country by the common 
enemy with indifference, and that the Helvetic Body 
would certainly experience the good effects of his 
Majesty's friendship and benevolence. 

I shall not leave this country without paying a visit to 
Zurich, nor without depositing in the hands of the 
Advoyer de Steiguer a kind of protest against the 
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measure which I am now taking to satisfy their own fears 
and scruples. 

The reasons against my immediate return are certainly 
strong, but it is fiHr from my intention to say that they 
are unanswerable ; the decision of that question must 
depend upon others that his Majesty alone can determine. 

I shall remain at Francfort until your Lordship shall be 
pleased to convey to me his Majesty's commands. Mr. 
Talbot^ who is now master of the whole subject, will of 
course remain here ; and in the meantime no alteration 
whatever will be made in the appearance of my house or 
family. 

P.S. — ^A whole week has now passed since the above 
was composed, owing in part to my having been taken 
ill before I had reduced the whole to writing, in part to 
my not having been able to find a confidential person to 
send as a messenger. I am now obUged to send it by esta- 
fette to Colonel Craufurd. What I have seen in the interval 
tends to satisfy me more and more that I have not acted 
unwisely in the steps I have taken, and unless some wholly 
unforeseen event should happen, I shall leave this place, 
first for Zurich and then for Francfort on Thursday next. 

Nothing materially new has passed in the interval ex- 
cepting that the progress of the negociations at Vienna has 
increased the general terror, and that the canton of Zurich 
has openly avowed its intention of leaving this Government 
to itself on the present occasion — ^a measure as mischievous 
and dangerous to the Confederacy as it is disgraceful to its 
authors. 

(No. 6.) Lord Grenville to Mr. Wickham. 

(Most Secret) Downing Street: Srd Novr. 1797. 

Sir, — I have received your Dispatch No. 29, and have 
lost no time in laying it before His Majesty, in order that 
I might be enabled to transmit to you without delay such 
Instructions as His Majesty might judge proper to be 
given on tlie extraordinary occasion to which it refers. 
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The first duty which I feel it incumbent on me to dis- 
chai^e on this occasion, is that of expressing to you the 
full approbation with which His Majesty has been pleased 
to honour the judicious, temperate, and dignified conduct 
which you have held in this, as in every other instance of 
difficulty with which you have had to contend in the very 
arduous and critical post which you have filled so much 
to His Majesty's satisfaction and to the advantage of your 
coimtry. It is I am persuaded unnecessary for me to 
assure you of the gratification which I derive from having 
to convey to you these expressions of EQs Majesty's 
gracious approbation.— I can say with the most perfect 
truth, that there is but one opinion among those who 
are acquamted with the details of your Conduct, which 
has fully justified all the expectations with which I was 
induced to submit your name to His Majesty for so 
critical and important a situation. 

His Majesty's Servants have not hesitated to lay before 
His Majesty their humble advice in exact conformity to 
the opinion which you have expressed as to the line 
of conduct now to be adopted. It is certainly the 
resolution the most dignified and honourable to His 
Majesty, and the most consonant to His wishes for the 
tranquillity and peace of the Swiss Cantons, that He 
should not suffer the residence of His Minister there to 
be made the pretext for the execution of those projects 
of anarchy and subversion which the enemy is pre- 
paring to carry into execution there. And if this senti- 
ment is to be acted upon, there can be no doubt that it 
should be distinctly expressed, and that instead of taking 
the indirect and evasive mode proposed in the letter 
which you inclose to me (that of giving you an ostensible 
leave of absence, and leaving Mr. Talbot at Bern) the 
most dignified line of conduct is to withdraw the Mission 
altogether, assigning for that resolution the true motives 
of regard for the interests of the Helvetick Body; of 
anxious solicitude for the peace and tranquillity of a 
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part of Europe, which has hitherto been free from the 
effects of the destructive system by which they are now 
almost surrounded, and of a determination to afford no 
pretext of injury and outrage towards a peaceful and 
happy nation, on the part of one which disregards all 
principles of pubHck laws, all rights of sovereignty and 
independence, and which seeks only an opportimity to 
extend to Swisserland that ruin which it has brought on 
so many smrrounding countries. 

In any other case I should have felt it proper to trans- 
mit to a Minister in your situation the draft and form of 
the note to be delivered for this purpose. But tlie 
terms in which you have in your dispatch expressed the 
idea now to be acted upon, are so consonant to the view 
which is entertained here of the subject, and you are so 
much better able to judge on the spot of those shades of 
expression in which the force and impression of such a 
paper must depend according to its application to local 
and temporary circumstances, that I have judged it better 
to leave it to you to express in such terms as you shall 
deem most suitable to the occasion the King's sentiments 
of benevolence to the Helvetick Body, and of anxious 
concern to prevent their tranquillity from being disturbed 
by any pretext, however ill-founded, which the enemy 
may draw from the residence of His Majesty's Minister in 
Swisserland intended as a mark of good-will and friend- 
ship to the Swiss Cantons. 

You will of course in withdrawing yourself with Mr. 
Talbot from Swisserland, and in returning to England 
with all convenient speed, take such measures as may be 
most proper for keeping up your channels of intercourse 
with that country, and with those persons in France 
with whom you may still be enabled to maintain a 
Correspondence. 

I am, with great truth and regard. Sir, Your most 
obedient humble Servant, 

Grenville. 
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Lord Grenmlle to Mr, Wickham. 

(Priyate.) Cleyeland Row : Not. 8, 1797. 

My dear Sir, — ^Although I have absolutely nothing to 
add to my dispatch, I write these few lines of private 
letter, merely to repeat to you in another form the sense 
which I. entertain of your conduct, and the satisfaction 
with which I recommended you to H. Majesty to fill one 
of the most important situations that could be assigned to 
any public man. When you return to England I shall 
have the opportunity of expressing these sentiments to 
you more fully, and of assuring you how sincerely and 
faithfully I am, Dear Sir, Ever your most faithful servant, 

Ghenville. 

Mr. WicxHAM. 

Mons. Mallet du Pan to Mr. Wickham. 

(Extract Translation.) Fribourg : 12 Not., 1797. 

. ♦ • I congratulate you very sincerely on leaving 
Switzerland, if the time of year does not inconvenience 
Mrs, Wickham too much. That country seems to me 
ripe ; the part they have taken with regard to you is one 
consequence of the mistake they have persistently made, 
in thinking that they will save themselves by submissive- 
ness. When a state cannot maintain at home the law of 
nations it is no longer a state. They had sent me word 
to Zurich that personal accusations would come out 
against certain members of the Government of Berne, 
and especially agsdnst the Banneret F. What you had 
intimated to me on this subject proves that this rumour 
was not without foundation. But this project, like that 
of your removal, has been, I doubt not, conceived at 
Berne itself, and concerted by some intriguers with Paris. 
A little before my departure, I read the copy of a letter 
written by Colonel Weiss to Buonaparte in which he 
offered to sacrifice those, magistrates who had beea 
unfavourable to the Bevolution. 

VOL. II. F 
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However that may be, your conduct in this affair has 
been very honourable, and has won for you high esteem. 
M. de Gumeran and the Count de la Tour, to whom I 
have spoken of it here, charged me to make known to 
you their sentiments on this point. 

The Avoyer de Steiguer to Mr. Wickham. 

(Extract. Translation.) Berne : 18th Dec, 1797. 

Sir,— It is with the greatest pain that I have heard 
the resolution of His Britaniiic Majesty to recall his 
legation for Switzerland. 

I have, nevertheless, felt fully the force of the motives 
which have led to this measure, so afflicting to our 
country, and we acknowledge with the most respectful 
gratitude how much the interest which H. M. deigns to 
take in our tranquillity has led to it. But I cannot. Sir, 
conceal from you, that the recall of Mr. Talbot has re- 
newed in me all those distressing feelings which your 
departure has excited. It seems to me very hard that 
Eewbells and Merlins should have been able to drive from 
Switzerland a British Minister dear to all the honourable 
men in the country and to the whole nation. 

The benevolence with which H. M. deigns to assure 
my country of the continuation of his high protection, and 
the goodness with which. Sir, you promise me to con- 
tinue the correspondence that circumstances require, can 
alone give us some consolation. 

And never. Sir, was it more needed by us than at the 
present moment. 

Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Draft.) Yarmouth : Dec 29. 97. 

My Lord, — ^Your Lordship's Dispatch No. 6, conveying 
to me his Majesty's commands to withdraw myself, 
together with Ab:. Talbot, from Switzerland, was dehvered 
to me on the 22nd ult. by the messenger Wagstaff at 
Francfort. 
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I detained Mr. Wagstaff at that place till the morning 
of the 26th when I despatched him to Bern, having em- 
ployed the interval in making such arrangements and in 
framing such instructions for my different correspondents, 
as might best enable me to execute that part of your Lord- 
ship's commands by which I am directed to endeavour to 
keep up my channels of intercourse with Switzerland, as 
well as with France ; all the measures that I had pre- 
vioualy taken to that effect being necessarily deranged 
by the recall of Mr. Talbot. 

In further compliance with my instructions, I forwarded 
at the same time a note* (of which I send a copy enclosed) 
to the Helvetic Body, communicating to them his Majesty's 
intention to withdraw his whole mission from Switzer- 
land, together with the reasons on which that resolution 
was founded. I added, according to the established 
custom, a separate note to the Canton of Bern. I sent 
them both to Mr. Talbot, with a request that he would 
dehver them himself, accompanying them with a short 
note stating his intention of withdrawing himself imme- 
diately, in obedience to his Majesty's commands. 

It is possible, however, that the new arrangements, that 
must necessarily be taken for keeping up the correspon- 
dance,may detain Mr. Talbot for some time longer, possibly 
not less than a month from the arrival of the messenger 
at Bern. However that may be, I am persuaded from 
my own experience, that whatever is entrusted to that 
gentleman will be executed with equal industry and dis- 
cretion, and with the warmest zeal for his Majesty's 
service. 

Your Lordship will observe that in framing my note to 
the Helvetic Body I have confined it as nearly as possible 

• A tranaUtioii of Mr. Wick- The Helvetic Body, on the 80th 

ham*B note, and of the reply of the of December, addressed a Latin 

Helvetic Body, will be found in the letter to King George III., in which 

Annual Register for 1797, ' State they speak of Mr. Wickham in 

Papersi' pp. 267, 268. terms of the highest praise. 

F 2 
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to a simple notification. The circumstances of the mo- 
ment would not admit of anything more. 

As soon as I had despatched the messenger I took im- 
mediate advantage of his Majesty's most gracious permis- 
sion, and set out myself for England in the hope of being 
able to express to your Lordship in person what I found 
myself entirely incapable of doing by letter, how deeply 
I have been affected by his Majesty's goodness and by the 
indulgent consideration with which hb Majesty's Ministers, 
and your Lordship in particular, have been pleased to 
estimate my conduct. Various accidents and delays have 
prevented my arrival here till late last night, and on my 
landing I received the intelligence of severe domestic 
affiction, that makes me wish to request your indulgence 
if I delay presenting myself to your Lordship a day 
longer than I should otherwise have hoped and indeed 
ought to have done. 
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HOME OFFICE. 

1708, 1799. 

Mr. Wickham, on his return from Switzerland, entered at 
once upon the duties of Under Secretary of State for the 
Home Department ; an office which the Duke of Portland 
had kept open for him for two years and a half, by putting 
in Mr. Charles Greville, the Duke's son-in-law, as locum 
tenens for Mr. Wickham. 

The year 1798 was one of great difficulty and danger 
to this coimtry. In the month of May began the Great 
Irish Eebellion, and in August General Humbert landed 
at Killala. Lord Castlereagh had in March been ap- 
pointed Chief Secretary for Ireland, at first as locum 
tenens for Lord Pelham. The state of affairs in that 
country greatly increased the toil and importance of the 
office held by Mr. Wickham, between whom and Lord 
Castlereagh a constant correspondence was carried on, of 
which the most interesting part has already appeared in 
the 'Memoirs and Correspondence of Viscount Castle- 
reagh,' where it occupies the greater part of the first two 
volumes ; another portion of this correspondence has 
been published by Mr. Boss, in his * Correspondence of 
Charles, First Marquis Comwallis.' 

Mr. Wickham also kept up his communications with 
French agents and correspondents. 

The Comte cTArtois to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translatioii.) Edinburgh : 15th April, 1708. 

Sir, — I gladly take advantage of the departure of the 
Baron de EoU to express to you myself all my gratitude 
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for the care and zeal with which you have served the 
common cause, and that of the King, my brother, in 
particular, while on the important mission which your 
Government had confided to you. I regret exceedingly, 
on every account, that circumstances should have driven 
you for the moment from the affairs that you had 
managed with so much care ; but I indulge the hope 
that you will be again associated with them, and I shall 
look upon this event as one of the happiest that can 
happen to us. 

The Baron de Roll and the Chevalier de Lugeaud, 
who accompany my son, the Duke de Bern, to London, 
will inform you in detail respecting the request which I 
am now making on His Britannic Majesty and his Minis- 
ters. I solicit most earnestly, and in conjunction with 
my loyal fellow countrymen, that we may be allowed to 
fulfil a duty very dear to oiu: hearts, being entirely dic- 
tated by a sense of gratitude. 

If, as I venture to hope, our offer is accepted, the post 
that you occupy will certainly bring you into close 
contact with the affair which I have on hand at present, 
and I confidently ask you to bring your interest to bear, 
that it may succeed in the way most in accordance with 
my just wished. 

Receive, Sir, the sincere assurance of all my sentiments 
of esteem and personal affection. 

Mb. wickam. Charles-Philippe. 

Secret note sent to Mr. Nepean* respecting the vieics of 

the Directory in Asia. 

dOth June, 1708. 

Early in the year 1798, the Abb^ Beauchamp was sent 
on a mission to the Iman of Mascate. His principal in- 

* Evan Nepean, created a ba- for Ireland, and was sworn of the 
ronet in 1802, at this time secre- Privj Council. In 1805 he was a 
tarj of the Admiralty, an office he Lord of the Admiralty ; and Go- 
held till 1804, when he succeeded vernor of Bombay from 1812 to 
Mr. Wickham as Chief Secretary 1819. He died in 1822. 
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structions were to secure the exclusive possession of that 
port for the French, and to establish an interest with the 
Arabian Chiefs and Turkish Bashaws on the different 
roads which our overland messengers usually take in going 
to or returning from India. I do not believe that he 
was entrusted with any further secret. His mission was 
delayed partly from want of money, partly from his own 
personal fears, having reason to know that the British 
Besident at Bassorah had been informed of his intended 
journey, and being apprehensive lest he should be arrested 
or murdered on his road. 

At the same time several very able and intelligent 
agents were, to my certain knowledge, sent overland to 
India with secret instructions, with the general nature 
of which I am unacquainted, but from their being sent 
overland it is to be presumed that expedition was then 
a great object One of these persons, the most able and 
dangerous of the whole, was put on board a company's 
ship at Bassorah, and sent off a prisoner to Bombay. 
The others were prevented from completing their jour- 
ney by the extreme vigilance of Mr. Manesty, the British 
B^dent. A fleet of frigates sailed at the same time 
from La Bochelle, which was intended to have arrived 
at Mascate at the same time with Mr. Beauchamp, 
and I believe did actually go to that Port to refit. I 
have the strongest reason to believe that this squadron 
was to have been followed by a fleet of line of battle 
ships, and that the Dutch fleet under Lucas was origin- 
ally intended to have been much stronger, and to have 
co-operated with the French squadrons in some great 
operation in the East Indies. 

At the same time instructions were sent to the Isles of 
France and Bourbon to send over some intelligent officers 
to Tippoo Saib, with several Serjeants and corporals, 
and a considerable proportion of this description of persons 
was sent out on board the frigates from La Bochelle. 

Mr. Leger, the late Intendant of Pondicherry, a very 
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able man and of great influence in the country, 'wbs 
applyd to to go out to India as Ambassador to the Nizam 
and to Tippoo Saib, expressly to negotiate an alliance 
with those powers, the object of which should be to 
drive the English out of the peninsula of India. 

Aubert Dulayet had already received instructions to 
negotiate with the Turks the cession of Candia. The 
sources from which I derived the above intelligence are 
such as to leave me no doubt of its authenticity. I am 
less positive as to the destination of the Dutch fleet, but 
of the rest I cannot have the smallest doubt. I had at 
the time frequent communications with Mr. De Fresne, 
who was in direct correspondence with Mr. Leger, and I 
know that Leger declined the ofier that was made him, 
because he saw no means of putting the plans of the 
Directory in execution. It certainly could not have been 
in contemplation at that time to send a large force by 
land or by the Bed Sea from the Levant to India, because 
France had not then a man to spare frt)m the continental 
war, nor do I beheve that any person with whom I had 
any communication, direct or indirect, had any notion of 
such a project, but they were all persuaded that a blow 
might be struck at our Lidian possessions, by an establish- 
ment formed in the Levant, and extending fix>m thence 
slowly and progressively eastward, and they undoubtedly 
had at that time the project of making the Bed Sea the 
channel of the Indian trade with Europe by an establish- 
ment formed at the entry of that sea from the Isles of 
France and Bourbon, and another on or near the Isthmus 
of Suez, from the Island of Candia, which was intended to 
have been their great dep6t, and they were also of opinion 
that the communication with India overland might be 
easily secured, if Mascate, from which all our correspond- 
ance between India and Bassorah and the Persian Gulph 
could be easily interrupted, should once fell into their 
hands. 

Whether the Directory really had formed at that time 
the gigantic plan of marching or sending a large army 
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overland or by the Bed Sea to India, and had concealed 
it from its own agents, is more than I can pretend to say. 
The thing is certainly possible, but if such a plan really 
exists, I am more inclined to believe that it has been 
formed since the peace with Austria, and I cannot 
help still persuading myseK that it is to be executed 
progressively, and that Buonaparte will begin his opera- 
tions by seizing some extensive country in Asia, and 
establishing himself there before he attempts to proceed 
any further. 

Mr. WUhevfoTce to Mr, Wickham. 

Elmdon House, nearBirmingliain, 
(Private.) Warwickshire, Sept. 12, 1708. 

My dear Wickham, — ^You may probably remember my 
having had some little conversation with you a few months 
ago, respecting the Society of Methodists in the Island of 
Jersey. And that, partly because it was a business 
which in some sort belonged to the War Department, 
partly because Dundas was personally acquainted with 
the Governor or Lieutenant Governor (I knew not which) 
General Gordon, Dimdas undertook the management of 
the affair. I would not unnecessarily bore you with a 
long story and much argument, and both it would require 
to make you thoroughly master of the business. I will 
therefore content myseK with remarking that the Metho- 
dists have been treated ¥nth a harshness not more cruel 
than ill-timed ; and this treatment is rendered the more 
galling, by their seeing their brethren in the neighbour- 
ing Islands of Guernsey, Aldemey &c., gratified in the 
very instance in which they are resisted. It may be 
absurd in them to make a point of conscience of such a 
matter. — But surely it is more absurd, far more so, to 
incur the risk of alienating the minds, at present in 
general attached to you, of an immensely numerous and 
from its nature a most active body, throughout England 
and Ireland, rather than concede to them a point of not 
the smallest possible importance to Government. But I 
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had not intended to say so much to you on the merits of 
the business. What renders it necessary for me to trouble 
you now is, that I understand the States of the Island 
of Jersey are passing an Act to banish from the Island 
all who will not give way, by suffering themselves 
to be trained on a Sunday— (Lest you should be unac- 
quainted with the matter, this, let me tell you, is the 
point in dispute — the Methodists desire to be exercised on 
a week-day, and offer to pay for the sergeant who is to drill 
them, declaring that when there is any danger of in- 
vasion, they will turn out the same on Sunday as on any 
other day, but saying they cannot in conscience consent 
to select Sunday for the drill, without an urgent neces- 
sity. — Many of them men of character, substance, i&c., 
have been imprisoned). When passed, they mean to send 
it to England to obtain his Majesty's consent. If the 
affair can wait a little let it lie by, till at least Dundas's 
return from Scotland or my own to London, but if it be 
at all likely that anything will be done in it soon, be kind 
enough to give me a hint privately that I may write to 
the Duke of Portland on the subject without delay. I 
know that the acts of the provincial assemblies often lie a 
long time in the Secretary of State's Office, but as this 
engages much of the attention of the Court there, 
measures may be taken to push the business forward. 
Do at all events let me have a line before it goes any 
further. You will scarce believe that, as I am afraid, the 
Act would banish near 150 persons from their families 
and Ught up a flame for which 1,000 such Islands would 
not recompense us. I hope Mrs. Wickham has enjoyed 
the pure air of Tunbridge and received benefit from it 
I did not think I should detain you so long, and will now 
release you, sending Mrs. Wilberforce's best respects and 
my own to yourself and your Lady, and assuring you that 
I am always. My dear Wickham, 

Yours very sincerely, 

W. WiLBERFOBCE. 
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P.S. — ^As I understand there are two members of the 
Society of Methodists in London who have come over to 
state their grievances to the body in London, I think it 
may be extremely well for you to see them ; it may tend 
to prevent their being soured, and their imputing to the 
English Government what you will all r^et, even if you 
should not be able to prevent it, at least with great dif- 
ficulty. I wiU tell the correspondent in London with 
whom I communicate that perhaps you may send to see 
him ; and he will wait on you with the Jersey people : his 
name and address are Mr. Porson, at the Chapel, City 
Boad. I feel this business to be of such great importance, 
that I would far rather come up to London, though I could 
not do it now without real inconvenience, than that it 
should suffer from the want of any assistance I could give 
to it if I were on the spot. Do let me have one line with- 
out delay. 

Mons. Malouet to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) 15 Spring Street, 20th Sept 

I know I owe you thanks for having spoken of me to 
the Duke of Portland, who, in spite of his prejudices, has 
sent me word by Mr. King that the Government would 
not abandon me, and would make me an allowance. God 
be praised and you also for the interest you bestow upon 
honest men. I am not tired of being of their number, 
although their profession has also its drawbacks. 

Have you any news of our worthy youth? I am 
very uneasy about him, I have had no answers to the 
letters which he had taken charge of for my family. Will 
you grant me an interview to hear me upon the subject 
upon which I subjoin a sketch ? If, as I think, some- 
thing is to be done with Pichegru, care must be taken 
how he appears on the scene. 

Enclosure in Mons. Malouet a Letter. 

(Translation.) 
The arrival in England of Pichegru and Willot is an event 
from which it is possible to reap some advantage, but it would 
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be still easier to nullify these two Generals for ever if England 
or Louis XVIII. were to employ them openly. They would 
soon be in the position of Dumourier, if they appeared to quit 
the line which they followed in the Assembly of last year. 

If Louis XVIII. had an army I should wish that Pichegru, 
Willot, and all the * D^port^s ' should only join it after having 
increased their party by all those who are discontented with 
the present Government : for if they hare no party in France, 
if they only reckon as units, half a hundred or so of men 
more or less do not make any difference ; but if they have 
a party, if they can form one, it would be expedient to make 
use of it against the common enemy ; and the tyranny once 
destroyed or powerfully attacked, there would then be room 
and freedom of opinion for honest men, those who wish for a 
king might make themselves heard, and Pichegru, as well as 
the chiefs of his party, would not be the last to make their 
proposals. It would be wiser not to wait for them to give all 
the guarantees for assuring them all the advantages that they 
could desire ; it is the only overture that it is of importance to 
make to them secretly, while leaving them full liberty of speech 
and action in the organization of their party. 

I should wish, then, that these two men on their arrival in 
London should make a public act, a kind of address after the 
manner of Camille Jourdan, and that in demanding of the 
Government liberty to return to the Continent to be nearer 
to their fellowcountrymen and their colleagues, tliey should 
declare that they expect to rally themselves at the national 
voice and to obey it 

I should wish that after having deliberated with the other 
* Deportes,' they should exert themselves to call together a cer- 
tain number of Deputies from the interior; that they should 
hold themselves within reach of the Republican armies, so as to 
receive their deserters ; that they should be enabled to employ 
means of ^eduction upon the chiefs and the military corps; that 
as soon as they have the germ of an army and of a national re- 
presentation, protected by, but separated from foreign armies, 
they should confine themselves to demanding a free assembly 
and the punishment of the Directory. 

I should wish that at this moment only Louis XVIII. should 
appear, preceded by all the assurances of safety which would 
have been resolved upon secretly, and which would then be 
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published— that then should be proclaimed a cessation of hos- 
tilities between France and the foreign Powers — that a new 
Congre^ should be announced for a general peace on an equit- 
able basis — that an army raised in Switzerland should enter as 
auxiliary to Louis XVIII. under the command of Pichegru. 
. • • It is on these conditions alone that I hope to see the 
end of the Revolution, the re-efitablishment of the French 
monarchy and of public order in Europe — after a civil war, 
bloody probably, but of short duration. 

The Duke of Portland to Mr. Wickham. 

26th Sept 1798. 

Nothing could be more proper than the answer re- 
turned to Dutheil ; and there can be as little doubt that 
we, and perhaps Pichegru* himself, must be*, as we ought 
to be, the best and sole judges of the time and manner 
of his being rendered really usefull to the common cause ; 
but I don't think it a very pleasant or easy task to per- 
suade Monsieur or the French King to accede to that 
opinion ; neither do I wonder or feel disposed to blame 
them for perverseness on that subject. I will keep the 
letters to show the King, and return them to you from 
Weymouth. 

The Duke of Portland to Mr. Wickham. 

(Extract) SaljBbuiy : 27th Sept 1788. 

I liope we may look for the completion of our wishes 
as well by land as by sea respecting Buonaparte's ex- 
pedition,f nor shall I dislike the episode of the frigate 
which is said to be taken by the two Tiu-kish brigs, 
because it will redound so much to the credit of this 
Invincible French Armada. I should have been glad to 
have heard that D'Ossonville and de la Eue wished to 

* Pich^;ra having escaped from is to be found in the ' M^moires of 

Sinnamary was at this time in Fauche Borel.' Paris, 1829. 

England. A most interesting ac- f Bonaparte^s expedition to 

count of him whilst in this country Egypt. 
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accompany Kumel, who, I perfectly agree with you, must 
be set in safety upon the Continent ; and as I have sent 
you some blank signatures, one of them may be applied 
to the letter you propose to write to the Admiralty on his 
behalf. I cannot doubt the propriety of your ideas re- 
specting Fichegru ; for himself, for us, for the cause of his 
countrymen — in short, upon all accounts, it is necessary 
that he should not receive any publick marks of attention 
or be made an object of pubhck curiosity during his stay 
here, and from what you tell me of him I am persuaded 
that that must be his opinion. 

The Duke of Portland to Mr. Wickham. 

The King most highly approves everything that has 
been and is intended to be done respecting Fichegru, and 
was disposed to have had all the letters inclosed detained 
till I could see you, but on my telling him that I did not 
purpose being in town before Wednesday he consented to 
the Duke de H.'s and Dutheil's Letters being returned 
to them^ and suggested that as Fichegru seemed so right- 
headed, whether it would not be desirable that you 
should consult him on the delivery of the letter to him, 
and if you and he thoi^ht it better to enable him to say 
that he had not had any communication with the French 
Frinces, that I should take upon myself to prevent its 
being delivered to him by saying that the general interest 
required it. 

Weymouth : Fndtij, 28th Sept 1708, 5 p. m. 

I go to Longleat near Frome to-morrow morning, and 
shall be at Bulstode on Monday night. 

The Duke of Portland to Mr. Wickham. 

Speen Hill : Monday, Ist Oct, 1708. 

i p. 2 P.X. 

I wish to believe most certainly, but no date of time or 
place will not suffer me to give the credit one should 
wish, and which I very strongly incline to believe, is due 



1708] RIGHT HON. WILUAM WICKHAM. 79 

to the report of Nelson's Victory.* I am more surprised, 
however, that we hear nothing of the Brest squadron, it 
will be a sad disappointment if it gets back sain et sauf. 
Many thanks for your intelligence about my Sons. I 
certainly am glad the 24th L. D. is so well thought of as 
to make a part of the main army, but they will have 
nothing to do— and as for the 29th I must get Charles 
out of it, as India is not a sphere in which I wish to see 
him unless Buonaparte should reach it, and then he might 
see what service was. 

Pray cherish Pich^ru, I need not desire you to do it, but 
I wish him to feel that it is the wish of this Government 
to treat him as a Qentleman and a man of perfect honor. 

I send you the petition and will send you tomorrow 
an answer to Lord Holland. 

You are perfectly right in your conjecture about my 
destination : I hope to eat my dinner at Bulstrode to-day. 

I ought not to let this go without thanking you for 
the very interesting and well told history you refreshed 
my memory with, it would make a journey pass imper* 
ceptibly if one could always be supplied with such reading. 

I don't want to see Humbert's letters to satisfy me that 
no such papers as Lord Castlereagh describes can make 
any difference in the treatment of him from that of other 
prisoners. 

I am rejoiced at what you tell me of Felham. I am 
ordered to write to him as soon as I get time. The King 
has a strong inclination that the appointment of the deputies 
should be made out. 

The Lord Chancellor \ to Mr. Wickham. 

Weymouth : 2nd October, 1798. 

Dear Sir — ^The Hamburg Mail has been very good 

^YictoTjoftheNileyAtigastl, Chief Justice of Common Pleas 

1798. from 1780 to 1793; and Lord 

t Alexander Wedderbum, bom High Chancellor from 1793 to 

1733, created Lord Loughborough 1801. He died without issue in 

1780, and Earl of Bosslyn 1801 ; 1805. 
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indeed to-day as well for the confirmation of Admiral 
Nelson's Victory and the probability there is of Buona- 
parte's loss in his advance to Cairo which will effectually 
check his &rther projects, as for the very favourable 
event of the arrival of the Bussian fleet from the Black 
Sea and the spirit it must give to the Turks. 

His Majesty has expressed the highest satisfaction with 
your judicious conduct towards the French Deputies, and 
is particularly pleased with the discretion and temper of 
General Pichegru, who has gained a distinguished place 
in his esteem. 

The weather is so very pleasant here, that I shall take 
a little more time than I intended, unless some part of 
the Irish business should require my more speedy return. 
Malta I trust will not remain in the hands of the French 
after they have consumed their present stock of provisions. 

I am, My Dear Sir, Yours very Sincerely, 

Loughborough* 

General Pichegru ♦ to Mr. Wickham. 

Sheerness : 4th Oct 
(Translation.) (Received Dec. 19.) 

I did not intend interrupting you so soon, but an 
incident which puts our discretion a little at fault puts 
me in this predicament. I arrived here at twelve o'clock. 
Having alighted at the inn, a sergeant came, by order of 
the Commandant, to take me to him. We met him on 
the rampart, and I immediately put my passport into his 
hands. Scarcely had he begun to read it when a naval 
oflScer of the fleet with which I had come, and who had 
seen me on board the * Amiable,' came up to me in an 
afiectionate manner ; and, not content with caUing me 
by my name, did me the attention of observing to the 
Commandant that he had come with me, &c. Imagine 
my embarrassment. But that is not all. The Com- 

* General Picli^;ru ^aa travelling incognito tinder the name of 
Major Perou. 
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mandant desired this officer to conduct me to the Admiral. 
I took care to inform him that I was there incognito and 
under another name ; but, not xmderstanding French, he 
went on addressing me by the same, and even thought 
proper to publish it both to the officers we met and to 
the Admiral himself. After this I expect my departure 
will soon be known, and I begin to think one ought to 
change one's features as well as one s name. It is an ill 
wind that blows nobody good, and at least this gives me 
an occasion for expressing anew all my esteem for you« 
Adieu. My respects, I beg, to your ladies. 

As I ought to embark directly, I have taken the pre* 
caution of sending the letter to Mr. Graham by my 
servant, who at this instant brings me back Mr. Flint's, 
asking for an acknowledgement. Fray allow him to 
coimt this as such, with assurances of friendship. Adieu. 

Memorandum dated Nov. 4, 1798, and in the hand- 
writing of Mr. Canning, 

The history of these four papers is as follows : 

Fauche Borel was at Paris on the 4th Sept. and was 
hid on that day in the house of a man of the name of 
Monnier, a Jacobin, and an intimate friend of Barras. 

He staid with Monnier for some time, and on leaving 
him Monnier asked ' how the King could be so foolish as to 
employ Agents to tamper with the Councils — had it never 
occurred to them that such a man as Barron would be 
better worth trying ? ' Fauche mentioned this circumstance 
to Wickhara whom he found in Switzerland — but Wick- 
ham at that time did not think much of it. Fauche, 
however, wrote to Blankenburgh ; and received an answer 
from there, authorizing him to invite Monnier out of 
France to learn from him what Barras had to offer. 

He wrote to Monnier, to appoint a meeting with him 
at Hamburgh. 

Since Fauche's arrival in England, Monnier, it seems, 
has come to Hamburgh. 

VOL. II. a 
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Fauche's brother is a bookseller there, and has for 
partner a man of the name of Maisonforte, an Emigrant, 
who resided from the time of his emigration chiefly with 
the Duke of Brunswick, until the period at which he in 
common with the rest of the German Princes was obliged 
to dismiss all persons of that description, and then he 
came, with 4,000i. which the Duke lent him, to Hambiu-gh, 
and entered into the partnership with Fauche. He is 
well known in France by many writings since the Eevo- 
hition. 

To this man Monnier applied, not finding Fauche at 
Hamburgh according to his appointment. 

These four letters are from Maisonforte to Fauche 
giving an account of what has passed. 

Fauche has communicated them to Wickham notwith- 
standing the repeated injunctions to trust no Englishman 
— (which however made it very desirable, Wickham ob- 
serves, that the utmost secresy should be preserved upon 
the subject) and Wickham wishes your Lordship to read 
them, and to give your opinion upon the propriety of 
letting Fauche go to Hamburgh, and ultimately perhaps 
letting Pichegru (who is mentioned frequently in the 
letters by his initial letter and under the designation of La 
Maitresse, and who is to be trusted exclusively by Fauche) 
go then to meet Monnier, and to form his judgment upon 
the practicability of what he may have to offer. 

Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Private.) Duke Street: 9 Dec., 1708. 

1 send your Lordship a letter that I have just received 
from Fauche Borel, enclosing one from Count D'Avaray 
and the copy of another from Mittau, addressed to M. de 
Maisonforte on the subject of M. Monnier's journey to 
Hamburgh, together with the letter which Monnier left 
behind him at Hamburgh to be delivered to Fauche Borel 
on his arrival, and another from the same person written 
from Paris. It is evident from Monnier's letter that at 
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least one object of his journey was to obtain money, and 
it is equally dear that Fauche, contrary to the express 
instructions he had received, had expressed himself in 
such a manner to Monnier as to hold out a hope that 
money would be given. 

Upon this part of the subject I should propose to your 
Lordship that I should immediately write to Fauche 
to scold him very severely for his indiscretion, and 
to declare peremptorily that not one halfpenny shall be 
given. 

The imprudent way in which he has committed him- 
self with the people* at Mittau, by promising to pay the 
expenses of this business from the profits of his trade, 
will convince your Lordship that he cannot be trusted 
with the employment of money. 

I have put Pichegru on his guard on this point — He 
assured me that he should consider any demand of money 
as a proof of the insincerity of the ofier, and that on any 
hint of the kind being given, he should immediately observe 
that he knew the means of the Directors much too well 
not to be persuaded that they could at any time find more 
than would be suflBcient to pay the expense of a few 
journeys to Hamburgh. 

It would, however, be expedient, I conceive, that I 
should write to him again on this subject in the strongest 
manner, declaring peremptorily that no money whatever 
would be given or furnished by this country to Monnier 
or his employers in any case or on any pretext whatever, 
unless some distinct offer should be made, of the advan- 
tage as well of the practicability of which this government 
might be enabled to judge, taking care that it should be 
understood that this government neither knows nor 
wishes to know anything of the negotiation, much less to 
take any part in it as it now stands. 

• The Court of King Louis treaty of Campo-Formio, now re- 
XVIIL, who haying been obliged uded at Mittau in Courland. 
to leaye Biankenburg after the 

o 2 
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If Faiiche were a person in whom greater confidence 
could be placed, it might be of use (persuaded though 
I am that this business will come to nothing) to 
furnish him with sonie money to keep the negotiation 
open and communicate all the particulars of it to your 
Lordship But I really cannot in any case persuade my- 
self that he ought to be trusted with such a discretionary 
power. Your Lordship is the only judge whether it may 
be given to Sir J. Craufurd. P. cannot reside at Hamburgh 
or the neighbourhood, and he has all ways been decidedly 
adverse to have anything to do with the disposal of 
money. 

Perhaps when your Lordship shall have turned the 
whole of this subject in your mind you will allow me 
to have some conversation upon it. 

There are many reasons why it should not be entirely 
abandoned or neglected. 

I thought it right and fair to inform Pichegru before 
he left England that this government might possibly be 
obhged to demand some of the Irish Traitors of the Town 
of Hamburgh, and that if the Magistrates should give 
them up it would of course be very unsafe for him to 
attempt to reside there, or even to pass through the 
place. 

Memorandum in Lord Grenville^s handwriting at the 

end of the preceding letter. 

I ought to have answered this sooner, but it is of no 
consequence, for with this weather nothing that you had 
written would have got over. I quite agree in your view 
of this subject, persuaded that it will come to nothing 
except in the single case of things being by other means 
brought to such a situation as to leave to this man no other 
chance of safety, and then he may try to make a merit 
of his pretended assistance. Be this as it may nothing 
can be clearer in this case than the propriety of giving 
nothing beforehand. 
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Lord Malmesbury to Mr. Wickham, 

My dear Sir, — I was truly sorry not to see you here, 
but trust you will fiillfil your promise and give us that 
pleasure another time, I need not say how happy Lady 
Mahnesbury will be to see Mrs. Wickham. 

Many thanks for your news — I think the message of 
the Directory to the councils to urge a declaration of 
War on Naples and poor Sardinia looks more like a 
measure of fear and despair than one of system and con- 
fidence — You know my opinion of Thugut and how en- 
tirely it coincides with yours, yet is it possible that the 
Queen of Naples would have ventured an act of aggres- 
sion (for so it will be construed) against France, if she 
was not sure of support from Vienna ? — in the mean- 
while we sweep the Mediterranean so very clean, that 
from the naval force of France Naples can have nothing 
to fear — do you believe in Buonaparte's death and the 
circumstances attending it ? — ^but I am trespassing sadly 
on your time, and being idle myself forget you are not so. 

Ever, my dear Sir, yours most truly and sincerely, 

Malmesbuby. 

p. place Deer. 21, 1798. 
Wx. WiCKHAX; Esq., &c. 

Lord Malmesbury to Mr. Wickham. 

Park place, Dec. 35, 1798. 

My dear Sir, — ^I am afraid you will repent yom: having 
engaged in a correspondence with me, but the inclosed 
letter which I received this morning from M. Barthelemi, 
besides its being in some respect worthy your perusal, 
contains information which may be so interesting to 
General Pichegru that I could not avoid sending it to you 
as to the only person through whom I could convey it to 
him with a certainty of its getting safe. I wish you 
would be so good as to add my comphments, and that as 
I shall answer M. Barthelemi's letter very soon I will take 
charge of any commission he may give me or questiona 
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be may wish to ask his fellow sxifierer. On the paper 
from the Marquis St. Hermine I wish to know from you, 
whether anything can be done for him, and if it can 
by whom and through what department. I know the 
statement he sets forth to be strictly true and that he is 
strictly worthy of the publick benevolence. 

I like much the taking of Minorca ; it is a popular 
capture and will be well understood by the country at 
large — Malta will I trust follow and this, though less 
popular, will be to my mind much more important. 

I scarce know how to construe the several articles of 
news brought over by the French paper of the 19th — ^Does 
the acceptance of the ultimatum by the dull Germans 
imply immediate peace between France and the Empire, 
or is it only the removal of some particular objections on 
which till now France had held out, leaving others for 
ultimate discussion ? and supposing this not to be the 
case, are we to infer that peace with the Empire is a 
certain forerunner of peace with the Court of Vienna? 
I conceive that the success which the French say they 
have had near Civita Castellana may be quite independent 
of the Neapolitan army under Mack, and that if obtained 
at all, that it is over a separate corps that attempted to 
turn Kome from Abrudo on the capture of which Civita 
Castellana stands. 

I join issue with you, my dear Sir, most perfectly with 
regard to the no confidence to be placed in Continental 
Courts, and I lament the errand on which my friend Tom* 

* Right Hon. Thomas Grenyille, Lord of tlie Admiralty. He ie-> 

elder brother of Lord GrenTille, tired from Parliament in 1818. Hia 

bom 1755, at this time Ambassador name will ever be aaeociated with 

to the Court of Berlin, having been the magnificent library which he 

sent thither to induce the King of formed with equal taste and judg* 

Prussia to co-operate with the Al- menti and bequeathed to theBritLeii 

lied Powers against the continued Museum. He died unmarried in 

aggressions of the French. Mr. 1846. Amemoirof Mr. Grenville, 

GrenTille filled the ofiioe of Pre- written with singular grace and 

sident of the Board of Trade in his power, will be found in the 'Annual 

brotiber*s administration, and after Begister ' for 1846, pp. 805 — 812. 
Ihe death of Mr. Fox, that of First 
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Grenville is sent from my dread that it will be a fruitless 
one, and if fruitless give encouragement to our enemy in 
a greater proportion than we shall have done good if he 
prevails in bringing Prussia's sword half out of the scab- 
bard, for that is as far (I will venture to affirm) as it will 
ever be drawn. The heterogeneous union of Bussia and 
the Porte may produce good ; two negatives make a 
strong affirmative. 

Be so good as to return me Barthelemi's letter and 
Hermine's memorials, and once more receive my apologies 
for troubling you with them. 

I am, with all the good wishes of the season to you and 
Mrs. Wickham, ever, my dear Sir, yours most truly and 
feithfully, 

Malmesburt. 

Wm. WicshaX; Esq., &c 
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Mr. Marsden* to Mr. Wickham. 

(Private.) Admiralty Office : Jan. 11th, 1799. 

My dear Sir, — ^My Letter from Dublin of the 7th says 
* the Publication of the scheme of the Union arrangements 
have set people talking of something else than the Prin- 
ciple/ and BO far the effect is beneficial. I think the fury 
upon the subject somewhat abates, and people begin to 
think it a Parliamentary, and not a Mob concern. If 
they will give us up this much, all will go on smoothly.' 

I find on conversing with some Irish Peers they have 
strong objections to that part of the arrangement which 
places those of their body who shall not be among the 
Elect, on a different footing from the body of Scotch 
Peers, who are Peers of the Bealm, though not of Par- 
liament and entitled to all the Privileges which attach to 
that rank — ^whereas the Irish are to be Provincial Peers, 
with the privilege of being eligible to the House of 
Commons — as a douceur. This they say may suit certain 
Individuals, but wiU be thought a hardship by the Peer- 
age in general, and especially by those whose property is 
in Ireland. They also object to another departure firom 
the principle of Uie Scotch Union by which the power is 
reserved to the Crown of creating Irish (Provincial) 
Peers, whose numbers may be considerably encreased 
and consequently the proportion lost with respect to the 
number amongst them eligible to seats in the House of 
Peers, and their consequence in other respects diminished. 

* Alexander Manden, bom 1761, wards commisaaiy judge in the 
died 1884, waa Under Secretaxy for aLaverj courts, then coromiaaioner, 
Ireland horn 1801 to 1806, after- and afVerwarda chairman of excise. 
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These topics are of course not new to you — but I just 
mention what I hear, without wishing to draw you into 
a discussion on the subject. 

I am, my dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 

W, Mabsdex. 

Sir Sidney Smith to Mr. Wickham. 

Pera, Constantinople : Jan. 16th^ 1709. 

My dear Sir, — ^If you have not received the flying 
sheet I sent from the Adriatic as I crossed the mouth of 
it from Malta, you will fancy me dead or dying consider- 
ing the bad account I gave of my health at my sailing 
from Portsmouth ; I hasten therefore to tell you that I 
am not only alive but well enough to undergo the fatiguing 
duties of my present situation, although the labour of 
working against the wind and current in the snowstorms 
which have been incessant this month past was rather try- 
ing for a convalescent and but a bad preparative for freez- 
ing at my writing desk in these paper houses, or wading 
through the snow between the Eeis Effendi and the 
Dockyard, which are my two principal points of contact 
with the Dramatis personam of this Theatre. I certainly 
gain flesh and strength every day : the best physician is 
a contented mind, and certainly I have every reason to be 
contented. 

Having as it were flown hither on the wings of the 
wind to the arms of a Brother, and I need not tell you an 
afiectionate one, who presents me an amiable sister-in-law, 
Baron Herbert's daughter, and finding public business 
in his hands brought to that degree of satisfactory perfec- 
tion that I had nothing to do but to put the finishing 
stroke to the treaty by signing, and immediately to talk 
the language of an ally in military conference, I hope 
soon to be at liberty and entitled to execute what I 
propose to them, towards routing the enemy out of Egypt, 
first drawing ofi* the disaffected part of his army by 
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means of my French friends, who have a clue to get at 
them, and are placed in this service partly with this view, 
the idea being adopted by this government ; as indeed 
every proposition I have made to them is, as soon as their 
objections are answered and the matter is sufficiently 
illustrated by temperate discussion. There is no want of 
comprehension in these people ; information alone is 
wanting. They are extremely eager after it, and suffi- 
ciently ready to adopt it in the execution of such plans 
as their limited and disjointed means of action will allow 
them to pursue. The cannon which your zeal in the 
cause enabled you to find the means of making over to 
my disposal have proved particularly acceptable — by 
the bye, do not omit to replace them at Morocco — and 
they have admitted my proposition of canying them at 
once to the scene of action under the direction of Colonel 
Perriny now the avowed Phelypaux,* Major Bromley, and 
Captain Duroy, rather than landing them here as orna- 
ments to the gun wharf ; where I see many more cannon 
than are of any use there, though none so fit for service 
as those we have brought and those that are coming with 
Khoeler, being heavy masses of brass. The Sultan has in 
consequence contented himself with the sight of them, 
which I carried to him on board the flag-ship, the place 
he appointed for the reception of the naval plenipotentiary, 
to the no small astonishment of everybody here, consi- 
dering the marked condescension evident in such an 
arrangement, and the omission of all humiliating forms 
prescribed and exacted by his ancestors and himself till 
this instance on the reception of infidels at the sublime 



* Colonel Antoine Phelippeauz, 
born 1768, an artillery officer of 
great merit, and a strong royalist ; 
he served in the army of Cond^, 
and oontrived the escape of Sir 
Sidney Smith from the Temple. 
He served imder Sir Sidney at 
Acre, where he died of a fever, 



brought on by ezposore to the sun 
in saperintending the works. Phe- 
lippeanz had been the schoolfellow 
and constantly saccessful rival a£ 
Bonaparte, whose defeat in Syria 
he helped to bring about, though 
he did not live to see his retreat. 
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gate. He even began the complimentary speeches usual 
on such occasions, leaving me to answer ; and, after having 
examined the presents on the quarter-deck and testified 
the interest he took in them by the attention he bestowed 
on them, he this day caused the cannon to be examined 
before him in the interior of the seraglio by our people, 
attended by ten of our marines, who went through 
the manual exercise with fixed bayonets ; after which 
they and the artillerymen fired with powder for the enter- 
tainment of the fine black eyes that were no doubt 
peeping through the surrounding lattices, though I don't 
find that any of the pretty peepers were distinguishable, 
though my travelling companions took a sly look now 
and then in the middle of their evolutions to endeavour 
to catch a glimpse of them. The Sultan did not dismiss 
these naval inmates of the seraglio without testifying his 
satisfaction by causing them to be drawn up before him 
and a handfiil of sequins to be given to each, large or 
small, according to their several ranks. All these testi- 
monials of confidence and approbation prove to the public 
here that we have completely supplanted our former 
rivals. The miserable remains of the domineering party 
now look up to us as the sole hope they have of not perish- 
ing in the dungeon of the Bagnos, to the door of which I 
went the day of the ship presentation scene to announce 
the promise I had just obtained of the transferment 
of forty-six who call themselves Lord Nelson's prisoners 
under my jurisdiction, a piece of information that was 
received with every heartfelt expression of rejoicing and 
gratitude for our interference. I cannot dose this letter 
without thanking you for the kind manner in which you 
wrote to my brother about me when in the hands of these 
people's Tyrants, he having shown me your letters. . . . 

Gratefully and faithfully yours, 

w. s. s. 

Wm. WickhaX; Esq. 
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Mr. Huskisson^ to Mr. Wickhani, 

(Secret) Downing Street : Feb^. 1709. 

My dear Wickham, — ^If Masaoni^s Passports are come 
up from Gravesend I shall be obliged to you to send 
them here, as he wants them to ascertain some dates in 
the report he is now preparing. 

I intended to have called upon you to mention gene- 
rally what I have collected from conversation with him ; 
but the weather is so bad, and, having some business that 
detains me here, I will endeavour to do it shortly in 
writing. 

He has resided principally at Toulon since the depar- 
ture of Buonaparte's Expedition. The preparations at that 
port appear to have been carried on upon a considerable 
scale for some time after the intelligence of Bruey^s 
defeat was publickly known, but were afterwards dis- 
continued. The only expedition that has since sailed 
was that for Corsica under General Vaubois, amounting 
to 1,700 men and two frigates. The remainder of the 
ships at that port are now in ordinary. 

I had proceeded so far when the Duke of York called 
at the office, and staid till I was obliged to go to the 
House. Dr. Lawrence is now speaking, which leaves me 
at liberty to return to my subject At the same time 
that the order was received for Vaubois to sail for Corsica 
the measures of requisition began, and all the troops then 
cantoned near Toulon and those on the Spanish frontier 
were marched to Italy. A great part of the army of the 
Bhine was also put in motion and sent to Swizzerland, or 
through that country towards Milan. These positions, 
thus weakened, are now filling up again by the requisi- 

* William HuskiBSon, bom 1770, for War and the Colonies. He was 

the distinguished statesman, who afterwards Secretary to the Trea- 

in 1830 was kiUed on the railway sory. President of the Board of 

at the opening of the Liverpool Trade, Treasurer of the Navy, and 

and Manchester line ; he was at Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
this time Under Secretary of State 
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tion, and the flower of the French army is consequently 
at present in Italy. From all that Massoni states I am 
afraid its numbers are very considerable. Whilst the 
above movements were Uiking place he went from Toulon 
to Milan, and all that he saw on his return confirms these 
apprehensions. On re-entering France he passed through 
Toulon and visited Narbonne, Perpignan, and Bayonne 
on his way to Eochefort. On the frontier of Spain he posi- 
tively asserts there exists at present no large body of troops, 
nor are there any extensive preparations making in that 
quarter. From Eochefort, where he found 3,000 men of 
the force which was to have followed General Hardy to 
Ireland, he went to Nantes^ but was not allowed to visit 
Brest, At the former place, however, he was met by an 
oflScer of the marines (Gerard de Coudraye) employed at 
Brest, who told him the present object was to man eight 
ships of the line for the next expedition to Ireland, and 
that they were then (beginning of January) not more 
than half ready. From Nantes he came to Paris, where 
he learnt that the Directory, though not without some 
hesitation and difficulty, had consented to risk 5,000 men 
more in an attempt upon Ireland, and that the Delegates 
at Paris, after frequent disappointments and rebukes, had 
received promises to this effect. On the 18th of Jan^. he 
was told by one Latairiere^ aide-de-camp to General 
Championet, who brought from Italy some colours &c. 
taken from the Neapolitans (and who for this had been 
promoted) that he was to be employed in the expedition, 
and that he had received orders to hold himself in 
readiness — that 3,000 of the Troops would consist of 
those he saw at Eochefort, and the remainder be col- 
lected from departments on the coast and in Brittany. 
With this imperfect account he left Paris on the following 
day and travelled to Kotterdam, where he embarked. 
He represents the insurrection in the Low Countries as 
very formidable, and adds that it is still more so on the 
right bank of the Meuse^ that the French Troops, from 
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inferiority of number, are compelled to remain on the 
defensive, many detachments having been lately defeated 
and cut off by the insurgents. 

Orders have been given to the ports of the Ocean and 
the Mediterranean to build a number of frigates upon a 
new construction to carry 50 guns of heavy metal. This 
plan has been adopted with a view to enable them to 
provide for their safety in ports and harbours, where our 
two-deckers, from their draft of water, could not follow 
them. It was taken up after the battle of Aboukir. 

The requisition, he assures me, is executed in the most 
rigorous manner, except in a few great towns. The men 
of the Southern and Western Departments are marched 
to the Bhine. Those of the North and East to Italy. 
He is convinced that it will (if it has not already) furnish 
the 200,000 men required by the Directory. In short, 
upon the whole it is evident that immediately after Lord 
Nelson's victory there would not have existed even a 
chance for the Directory had the Powers of Europe felt 
and acted as their duty, safety, and interest required, 
and that now, on the contrary, there is reason to appre- 
hend the chances will soon be in its favour. 

I remain, dear Wickham, yours ever faithfully, 

W. HUSKISSON. 

Mr. Canning to Mr. Wickham. 

(Private.) Spring GaTdens : Feb. 20, 1799. 

My dear Wickham, — ^I return you Lord Castlereagh's 
letter and its inclosure, which are (in one sense) perfectly 
satisfactory as to the case of Mr. McDonnell. It is ob- 
vious that, under the circumstances there stated, nothing 
could properly or safely be done in his favour. Have 
the goodness to let Lord Castlereagh know, how much 
I feel myself obliged to him for his ready attention to 
the subject of my request, and for the expressions of 
civility contained in his letter. 

I have stated to Mr. Pitt, and to Lord Grenville the 
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idea, which seemed to amuse you so much, of the Motion 
to be made in the Irish House of Commons in bar of 
the Speaker's Subscription : — and they both agree with 
me in thinking that it might be carried into effect with 
great advantage. 

It is really too provoking and too absurd that Foster 
should be allowed to make a market of his Patriotism, in 
order that he may afterwards be enabled to raise his price 
upon Government, when he comes bound (as he must 
ultimately do) to favour the Union ; and it strikes me that 
a very serious and imposing argument might be raised on 
the impropriety of any Member of the House of Commons, 
particularly the Speaker, (whose purity, impartiality, &c. 
&c., ought to be above all suspicion) receiving the wages 
of a Party out of doors, for his conduct on any particular 
question. 

The motion might be worded, and introduced in a 
manner not only highly respectful to the Speaker, but 
such as to evince a particularly tender regard for his 
honour and his feelings. The mover would of coiu^e 
assure the House that what he had to offer was offered 
without the concert, or even the knowledge, of the Eight 
Honourable Gentleman to whom it might seem more par- 
ticularly to refer : but that as on the one hand it would 
have been extremely indelicate to implicate him in any 
degree in a proceeding which went to damp the generous, 
though mistaken, ardour of certain of his fellow-citizens, 
exerted, as it was, in his behalf — on the other hand, he 
(the Mover) felt that he was doing a substantial kindness 
to the Eight Honourable Gentleman, and consulting in the 
best manner his feelings, and sensibility, by removing the 
possibility of such a proposal being made to him, as that 
which was understood to be in contemplation (the pro- 
posal of a pecuniary' reward for the discharge of his 
public duty), which it was perfectly clear he could not 
accept consistently with his character and situation ; but 
which, flowing as it would do from the well-meant kind- 
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ness of his friends, it might be painful to him to have to 
decline. A distinction might be taken between the sub- 
scription and Grattan's 50,000t ; the one granted by the 
House, — the other collected from the pockets of indivi- 
duals. And to avoid seeming to point the motion too per- 
sonally at the Speaker, and the Subscription then supposed 
to be actually on foot, it might be as well to generalize the 
words of the Resolution ; as, * that it is a High Breach of 
Privilege in any individual or body of men to offer to a 
Member of that House a pecuniary reward for his public 
conduct in that House ; ' or, * that it would be highly un- 
becoming, and derogatory to the dignity of that House, 
for any Member thereof to receive from any individual or 
body of men whatever a pecuniary ' &c. 

Pray give this matter a thought, and a line (if you will) 
in the next private letter that you have occasion to write 
to Lord C. 

Pitt has a notion that there could be found no member 
in the Irish House of Commons to execute so malicious a 
joke with sufficient gravity. But I am very much mis- 
taken if there is not that in the style of at least half-a- 
dozen out of the twenty-seven speakers, whose speeches 
were reported on the first night of the Session, which 
would suit the idea exactly. Pray learn for me if Dr. 
Duigenan is for or against the Union. 

Ever yours, 

G. C. 

King George III. to Mr. Wichham, 

Queen's House : March 18th, 1799. 

This is an introduction to Mr. Wickham of Mr. Eam'^. 
Eobinson Nephew to ray Gardener at this place; He 
is also Over Seer of my Farm at Richmond; He has 
brought Me two dangerous weapons that were found in 
my Garden on Saturday, and had certainly been thrown 
over the Wall. It occurs to Me that they must have 
been in the possession of some of the dangerous persons 
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about this Town, and perhaps on being pursued by the 
Patrole to save themselves, may have thus got rid of 
them. 

Geobqe B» 

The Baron de Roll to Mr, Wickham. 

(Traxulation.) Edinbargh : 2l8t April, 1709. 

My dear Wickham, — ^I must positively have a little 
talk with you, and I hope you will be able to give me a 
few moments' attention without my being tiresome. 

I am, in the first place, charged to repeat to you from 
H. E. H. Monsieur what you know so well already, 
namely, his extreme desire to be actively employed. 
You can well imagine that the renewal of hostilities on 
the Continent has increased his impatience, and renders 
his position day by day more painful to him. But he 
hopes that the events which have just taken place will 
induce your Government to seize this moment to support 
the Eoyalist party vigorously. The letters that Monsieur 
receives from the interior, from the provinces of Brittany, 
Normandy, and La Vendee, all agree in eagerly ui^ng 
and entreating that the present moment should be turned 
to account. It is almost the same from the Southern Pro- 
vinces, and this state of feeling will naturally grow more 
and more excited, in proportion as the Eepublican armies 
meet with reverses on the Continent. If you thought 
you perceived that, under all these concurrent circum- 
stances, the Ministry would be disposed to entertain some 
plan forthwith, relative to the Eoyalists in the interior. 
Monsieur hopes that you would interest yourself in making 
the Ministers appreciate all the advantage they would 
derive from his person, and all the confidence he deserves 
on their part In short, my dear Wickham, as you are 
among the few persons in this country who have had it 
in their power to learn to know more particularly the 
character of this Prince, as you know all the advantages 
to be derived from it, as you know his position, and as 

VOL. II. H 
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you can answer for his frankness and integrity in public 
affairs, we reckon on you to interest yourself in his 
behalf on every occasion, in every circumstance that may 
arise, reminding you that the greatest, the most signal 
service you can render to this Prince, is to aid in his being 
actively employed. 

I flatter myself also, my dear Wickham, that you have 
not forgotten me, and that you will remember that the 
blood which runs in my veins is Swiss, good old Swiss. 
All my wishes and all my ambition tend at this moment 
towards my unhappy country ; it is there where I even 
now long to be ; but I cannot go as I wish, to be really 
of use there, except through you, and I always look to 
you to decide my fate in this matter. 

The latest letters which I have had inform me that M. 
de Eovera is at the head of a Swiss corps, and that a M. 
de Courten, captain on half-pay in my r^ment, is lieu- 
tenant-colonel of it. He is a young man of whom I have 
a high opinion. I do not know what can have become 
of General de Salis. You will give me great pleasure if 
you can tell me where he is, and if he is employed upon 
anything. 

If you have not time to answer this, please let Mr. 
Flint write to me. 

Adieu. Keep alive for me your recollection and your 
friendship, and believe me very sincerely, from my heart 
for life, your most devoted servant, 

Le Baron de Roll. 

P.S. — Pray remember me to Mrs. Wickham ; give her 
my devoted homage. Poor Baron Castelnau is always 
asking me to say to you everything that is kind from him. 
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Mr. Deahry to Mr. Wickham. 

Crown Office : did May, 1799. 

Dear Sir, — The Court of King's Bench has committed 
Lord Thanet* and Mr. Fergusson to the custody of the 
Marshal, and directed Mr. Attorney-General and Mr. 
Erskme to consider before the next term whether the 
Court is not bound to pass the statute punishment of 
cutting off the right hand, perpetual imprisonment, and 
fine. 

Mr. Home Tooke has moved for an information against 
Wright, the bookseller in Piccadilly, for selling a book 
purporting to be a Copy of the Report of the Secret Com" 
miUee, which contains hbeUous matter against him. 

The Court has granted a rule to show cause, to give 
Wright an opportunity of stating whether it is a correct 
copy of the report, in which case they intimated a strong 
(pinion that they ought not to interfere. 

Yours truly, 

Hen. Dealtry. 

William Wickham, Esq. 



Mr. Wickham to Major Perou [Pichegru]. 

(Translation.) London : 21et May, 1799. 

My dear Major,— Your letter of the 23rd March reached 
me very punctually ; but, unfortunately, it was only a 
week ago that I succeeded in deciphering it. The letter 
of your travelling companion to Mr. Dutheil, of the 20th 



* O^Gonnor, an Irish rebel, was 
tried on the 2l8t of May, 1798, at 
Maidstone, ibr high treason and 
acquitted. Before the verdict was 
given, O^Connor was informed that 
a constable was in court with a 
warrant to apprehend him on ano- 
ther chaige; nevertheless he at- 
tempted, as soon as the verdict was 
given, to go free. Sackville, ninth 
Earl of Tlianet, one of his witnesses, 
and Mr. Fergusson, one of his coun- 



sel, attempted to aid his escape; 
for this offence they were tried at 
the King's Bench on the 25th of 
April, 1799, and though defended 
with great eloquence by Mr. Ers- 
kine, found guilty, and on the 1st 
of June sentenced — the Earl to a 
fine of 1,000/. and a year's impri- 
sonment in the Tower — Mr. Fer- 
gusson to a fine of lOOl. and a 
year's imprisonment in the Eing'n 
Bench Prison. 
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of last month, encouraged me to try again, and at last I 
have been rewarded. 

I cannot forgive myself for having been the involuntary 
cause of all the inconvenience which this delay must have 
occasioned you. 

Your letter once read, my first care was to communicate 
it in the proper quarter. The somewhat enigmatical style 
which pervades it has prevented our divining your views 
and intentions, but we think we have found a clue to 
everything. 

It is absolutely necessary that you should turn your 
eyes either towards Switzerland or the Low Countries. 
In either case you will find now on the Continent two 
persons both possessing the confidence of this Govern- 
ment, and both equally acquainted with the justice which 
is done you here, with the confidence shown you, and the 
desire felt here that your advice should be followed in all 
that relates to your unhappy country. They will both 
receive by this same courier the necessary instructions 
to confer with you on all that you may be able to com- 
municate to them, or to propose to them. 

This mode of correspondence with you has been 
adopted to begin with, because it has been found abso- 
lutely impossible to part with F. . . . even for a few 
days ; also because, at this critical moment, any plan, 
however wisely framed in this country, might become 
impracticable before the courier charged to bring it you 
had landed at Cuxhaven. 

In the event, then, of your views inclining to the Low 
Countries, you will go to Berlin, where you will find Mr. 
Grenville ready to receive you, after having communi- 
cated, if you think proper, with the person by whom you 
boast of having been so well received. If you think your 
presence more necessary on the side of Switzerland, 
Colonel E. Craufurd, who ought to be there by this 
time, and who knows you already, will be charmed to 
welcome you. 
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Wherever you go, reckon on meeting with the recep- 
tion which you deserve on so many grounds. — I will not 
enter into idle discussions on the present state of things, 
and the deductions to be drawn from them. You are on 
the spot ; you must know the means to be employed to 
profit by them, better than anybody. I must, however, 
in calling your attention to Switzerland, beg you to place 
yourself as soon as possible on a confidential footing with 
M. de Steiguer, the former Advoyer of Berne, whose 
reputation you know already. He is the only man who 
can give you well-founded and precise ideas on that 
interesting country, and at the same time give you prac- 
tical help towards* using yom* efforts on the frontier 
provinces with efiect. 

I have no need to tell you that the dissolution of the 
Swabian agency was only caused by intrigues which it 
was impossible to unravel from here. Colonel Craufurd's 
powers will enable him to do all the good that this 
agency might have done, without being exposed to the 
same drawbacks. 

Believe, my dear Major, in my lifelong friendship and 
devoted attachment. 

W. WiCKHAM. 

Mans. Miliaski \Comte de Priqy] to Mr. Wickham. 

24th May, 1799. 
(Tranelation.) (Beceived June 11.) 

I received. Sir, the letter you so kindly addressed to 
me with the deepest interest. I never doubted yom* 
sentiments towards me, but the expression of them I now 
receive was essential to me, and does me good. I wished 
to answer your interesting letter at once, and hoped that 
Mr. Talbot might be the bearer of my reply ; but I fear 
his departure may be again delayed, and I cannot post- 
pone any longer once more assuring you of all my senti- 
ments, and protesting that I can never forget your way of 
acting, that I guess perfectly to whom I owe the line of 
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conduct which your Government observes towards me, 
and the confidence which Colonel Craufurd, your friend, 
has shown me. Since his leaving London, events have 
been crowned with such a success that your presence 
here might, by reanimating all, terminate at this time, 
and in one moment, the misfortunes of my coimtry. On 
this point it is not so much your friend speaking to you 
as the man guided by habits of experience and impar- 
tiality. I do not hesitate to tell you. Sir, that if your 
Government continue to interest themselves in the return 
of the King to France, they can only succeed by em* 
ploying some one who, like you, unites in his own person 
the confidence of all, and who, being invested vrith the 
fullest powers, has also the habit of seizing the opportu- 
nities which are even now passing away if he does not 
know how to profit by them instantly. One commissary 
attached to the armies is not enough for the work of the 
interior, which ought to be attended to separately. 

Pray be so kind as to remember me to Mrs. Wickham, 
and assure her of my respectful homage. 

Adieu, Sir. Come to us, and you will crown the 
wishes of one who has vowed you a frank and sincere 
friendship, and who has the very highest sentiments 
towards you, and who will never cease to remind you of 
your great services to 

MlLIASKI [De PBfifY]. 



King George III. to Mr. Wickham. 

I cannot suflBciently express my approbation at the 
clearness with which Mr. Wickham has extracted the 
Substance of the French Papers that arrived this day, and 
at the Duke of Portland s attention in so early communi- 
cating them to me. 

G. R. 

Queen's Hoiue : May 29th, 1709; 6 minutes past 7 P.x. 
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Lord Malmesbury to Mr, Wichham. 

(Private.) Park Place : June 2, 1799. 

My dear Sir, — I feel much obliged to you for your 
kind attention in giving me such early notice of your 
being on the point of lea^ng England. You do me but 
justice in supposing me truly and sincerely interested in 
everything that can tend to your personal satisfaction and 
consideration. In the present instance the publick ad- 
vantage is so closely connected with it, that although I 
shall regret your society, yet I cannot but rejoice at a 
nomination that will, I am confident, in the event so 
much contribute to it. I shall be in town almost as soon 
as this letter, but I did not chuse to postpone a moment 
thanking you for yours of the 31st May. 

You have the most pleasing prospect opening to you 
of any person that lately has been sent to the CJontinent 
from this country, and I envy you the scenes of satisfac- 
tion you probably will be witness to in seeing Switzerland, 
and perhaps other countries, delivered from their savage 
oppressors. My son is arrived at Berlin, and under Mr. 
Grenville's immediate government. I should very much 
like his meeting you abroad; and as your stay there, 
though intended to be short, may be prolonged beyond 
your expectation, I do not despair of his having that 
pleasure. I hope to see you before you go, perhaps at 
least on the 4th. 

Ever, my dear Sir, with great truth and esteem, your 
most obedient very faithful servant, 

MaLM£SBURT. 
Wh. Wickhav^ Esq.; &c. &c. &c. 
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SECOND MISSION TO SWTTZEELAND AND TO 

THE ALLIED AEMIES. 

1799. 

In June, 1799, Mr. Wickham was again sent abroad on a 
mission to Switzerland and to the Allied armies of Austria 
and Eussia, the former commanded by the Archduke 
Charles. This mission, which was gradually enlarged into 
one of unusual extent, confidence and importance, seems 
to divide itself very naturally into two periods ; the cor- 
respondence relating to the first of these only, comprising 
the battle of Zurich and its immediate consequences, is 
contained in the present volume, which ends with the 
close of the year 1799. 

Mr. Wickham's instructions, signed by the King, and 
dated 6th June, 1799, ordered him on his arrival at the 
frontiers of Switzerland, in case he should find the country 
still occupied by the French, to collect all the intelligence 
he could relative to the state of Switzerland and of 
Prance, and to concert with the Avoyer de Steiguer, 
General Hotze, and Lieutenant-Colonel Craufurd, the 
best and the speediest means of accomplishing the deli- 
verance of Switzerland, and for securing its political 
independence and the integrity of its territcfty. 

In case Mr. Wickham should find the enemy driven 
from the whole of Switzerland, or any material part of it^ 
he was to proceed to Coire and Zurich, or such other place 
where the chief magistrates should be assembled, and 
deliver his credentials in the usual form and with the 
ceremonies anciently used on such occasions. 

Mr. Wickham was to look upon the instructions 
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fiimished to him during his former mission to Switzer- 
land as valid, as far as they were not rendered impractic- 
able or inexpedient by circumstances. In the speech or 
note he was to make on delivering his credentials, Mr, 
Wickham was to mention the interest taken by the King 
in the welfare of Switzerland and in the happy restoration 
of its ancient government and liberties, and of his disposi- 
tion to contribute jointly with his allies for the maintenance 
and security of those blessings, and of his hope and ex- 
pectation that the Swiss themselves would not be found 
wanting in the eflTorts they were then called upon to make 
for their own dehverance, nor in any respect unworthy of 
their ancient name and reputation, and of the sense he 
entertained of the resistance they had lately made against 
an enemy of such superior force, whose efforts would in 
all probability have proved of no avail, had there existed 
that spirit of union and mutual concord between the 
different states which alone could ensure their future 
existence and security. Whether Mr. Wickham found 
the country entirely or only in part liberated, he was to 
advise, encourage, and assist the members of the old 
Government of the different states to assemble according 
to their ancient form, and to take upon themselves and 
exercise the whole government of the country provi- 
sionally, in such manner as might best contribute to 
restore and maintain peace and order and an equal 
administration of justice throughout the country. Subject 
to these leading points, and paying due attention and 
deference to the opinions of the leading persons, and even 
to the prejudices of the people, Mr. Wickham was to 
exercise his discretion as to the manner in which this 
part of his instructions was put into execution. He was 
not however to fail whenever it chanced to be in his 
power to consult with the Ministers of Vienna or 
Petersburg, resident in the country, and with the nearest 
Generals of the Allied Powers, and to pay due attention 
to their opinions, except when they should appear to be 
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manifestly detrimental to the interests of the King, or to 
the instructions Mr. Wickham should have received. 

Though the principal object of Mr. Wickham's mission 
was the bringing the resources of the country into action, 
and maintaining an effective force to be employed 
against the common enemy, yet on account of the great 
diflSculty of determining at home the best mode of 
effecting this great object, he was to procure and transmit 
without delay all possible information on the subject, 
communicating at the same time his own opinion and 
those of other persons of weight in the country, with the 
arguments and reasons that might occur, or have been 
suggested to him in favour of any specific plan, and the 
objections that might have been made to it, and then to 
wait for final orders fi:om home before anything per- 
manent or definite should be concluded. 

Whatever arrangement should.be finally made, Mr. 
Wickham was in the meantime, in concert with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Craufiird, to use his utmost endeavours and exert 
all the influence he could by any means acquire in direct- 
ing the resources of the country, and the energy, and 
warlike spirit of its inhabitants against the common 
enemy in such manner as should be found most likely to 
serve the military operations and general plans of t/ie King 
and his Allies. Mr. Wickham was also to endeavour to 
act as much as possible according to the opinion, advice, 
or demand of the Generals of the Allied forces, not 
n^lecting those advantages which he could not fail to 
derive from his communications with the military oflScers 
and ancient magistrates of the country, whose opinions, 
when they should appear really to rest on experience, 
observation, and local knowledge, he was at all times to 
communicate to the Ministers or general officers of the 
Allies. Mr. Wickham's conduct and language on the 
question raised by the Avoyer de Steiguer, whether it 
would be expedient to admit the subject states to any 
participation in the provisional government, was left to his 
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own discretion, as it was one of real difficulty, and one on 
which it was impossible to form any practical opinion 
except on the spot, and also because it was one of the 
first points that must be settled whenever the enemy 
should abandon the country ; the only restraint laid on this 
discretion was, that he was in general to use the utmost 
care and caution in forming his opinion, and to hear and 
attend to all parties before he should suffer any resolution 
to be taken; he was however authorised to say safely, 
that the King would see with pleasure any extension of 
the privileges of the subject states, and any indulgence 
granted to them that should not interfere (particularly in 
the first instance) with the establishment of a firm and 
efficient government. 

Mr. Wickham was to use his utmost influence in per- 
suading the Helvetic Body without delay to send a 
mission to Petersburg, to solicit the Emperor of Bussia 
to maintain a Minister in Switzerland. 

Mr. Wickham was at the same time furnished with 
letters of credence to the Confederate States of the Swiss 
Cantons, to the Bepublic of the Orisons, to the Evangelic 
Cantons, and to the Canton at Berne, and a letter from 
Lord Grenville to the Avoyer de Steiguer, of which the 
following is a translation. 

* London: 6th June, 1790. 

* Sir, — ^I well know. Sir, with what pleasure you will see 
Mr. Wickham again. The King could not give your 
countrymen a better proof of his desire to do his part in 
re-establishing their ancient prosperity and happiness, than 
by furnishing with his powers to that effect one who has 
already gained their esteem by his conduct. He desires 
nothing more earnestly than to see you, knowing that 
you, better than any other person, can assist him in that 
glorious though difficult task ; and I have requested him 
to be the interpreter of the sentiments of the highest and 
most sincere esteem with which your character has long 
inspired me, and which have naturally been much in- 
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creased by the whole of your conduct in the painful crisis 
in which you were placed. 

* With such sentiments I shall ever be, Sir, &c. 

* Grenvillb. 

* M. SB Steiqusu' 

As soon as Mr. Wickham had received his instruction 
he set off, accompanied by Mrs. Wickham, for Switzer- 
land, The journey from London to Schaffhausen, which 
is now performed in thirty-five hours, then took three 
weeks, made moreover with great expedition. Holland 
being in the possession of the French, the nearest port on 
the continent open to the English was Cuxhaven. Mr. 
Wickham embarked at Yarmouth on board H.M.S. Kite, 
one of the best sailing vessels of the navy, on the 7th of 
June, and landed at Cuxhaven on the 13th. He travelled 
by Hanover, Cassel, and Ulm, not without difficulty ; the 
wild moors in the north of the duchy of Hanover were 
then roadless, the track being marked only by deep ruts ; 
at some places it was difficult to procure horses, and after 
leaving Hanover the postilions lost their road and went 
out of the way to Pyrmont. Mr. Wickham reached 
Schaffhausen on the 27th, where he found the Avoyer 
de Steiguer and other persons well acquainted with the 
whole of Switzerland. 

At that time our Allies had everywhere been success- 
ful ; the French had evacuated Germany, in Italy they were 
defeated on all sides by the Austrians and Eussians, they 
had been driven out of a great part of Switzerland, 
Massena* however still maintained a strong position be- 
tween the Eeuss and the Limmat to the south of Zurich, 
Marshal Suworow was shortly to march with his victori- 
ous army from Italy to Switzerland, and Bonaparte was 
far off in the East. 

Never since the beginning of the revolutionary war had 
Jibe prospect of bringing the aggressive spirit of France 

18, the great Frencli Prince D'Essling, and Marshal of 
I Duke de Riyoli, France ; bom 1768, died 1817. 
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"within bounds been more favourable than at this time ; 
and had the Allies acted in harmony and with vigour, 
there can be little doubt that they would not only have 
dislodged Massena and expelled the French from Switzer- 
land, but have carried their own arms on to the soil of 
France itself. 

The incapacity of the Eussian commander Korsakoff, 
the jealousies that existed between the Austrians and 
Bussians, the duplicity of Baron Thugut and his misunder- 
standing with the Archduke, caused this opportunity to 
be lost. Very different was the conduct of Massena : that 
consummate general watched for and eagerly seized his 
opportunity, defeated and drove the Eussians from Zurich, 
regained the ground lost by the French, and established 
himself so firmly that Suworow arrived in Switzerland 
only to leave it again under circumstances of such diffi- 
culty that his retreat will always be famous, not only for 
the skill with which it was conducted, but even more for 
the losses and suffering it entailed. Thus the favourable 
prospects with which the campaign opened were lost, never 
to return, till Bonaparte began his retreat from Moscow. 

Mr. Wickham's despatches give a full and clear narra- 
tive of the events of this campaign, and the unhappy 
results that followed the defeat of the Eussians at Zurich. 

The Comte de Preqy to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) Augsbourg : 17th June, 1799. 

Sir, — ^I am truly glad to take advantage of the departure 
of Mr. Talbot to recall myself to your friendly recollection, 
and to assure you that the sentiments which I have ex- 
pressed for you and also for Mrs, Wickham remain deeply 
engraved on my heart. 

I think Mr. Talbot must confer with you on his work 
of this winter. I regret excessively that it should be 
stopped, for one might have reasonably expected the 
happiest results from it, and the manner in which it has 
been suppressed has cast discouragement and uneasiness 
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among those persona in the interior with whom relations 
had been established, and who I must say were well 
chosen both for then: talents and morality. 

My confidence in you and your friendship for me 
permit me to enter into detail and even to lay before you 
all the delicacy of my position, since my work must be 
done with the King through his agents, and the confidence 
with which your Government condescends to honour me 
in putting me in communication with Mr. Craufurd must 
draw down much cavilling upon me, the necessary con- 
sequence of envy and jealousy, which is no reason for me 
to abate my zeal in the service of the King, but rather that 
I should give myself with the strongest sense of security 
to every kind of work with the Ministers of a nation as 
noble as it is generous, whose proceedings and principles 
four years of experience have given me good reason to 
know. Mr. Talbot can satisfy you on every detail on 
which you desire to be informed. 

I know. Sir, your important avocations, yet I must most 
earnestly hope that they may not deprive me entirely of 
your correspondence, which at this moment would be 
very useful to me. I shall always speak to you with the 
same fulness as when I was received by you with that 
friendship which assured my safety as well as my happi- 
ness, and which will always be a precious treasure to me. 
It is with these sentiments that I have the honour to be. 
Sir, your very obedient and very devoted servant, 

MiLIASKI [Db Pr£9t]. 

(No. 1.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Schaffhausen : 29th June, 1709. 

I find that the passage of the Ehine and the subsequent 
operations in Switzerland were undertaken by the Arch- 
duke without any authority whatever from Vienna, and 
that H. R H. not only has never yet been able to obtain 
the slightest mark of approbation from his Court, nor any 
instructions for the regulation of his conduct in the in- 
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tenor of the country, but that he is, or affects to be, 
extremely uneasy on that account, and has peremptorily 
declined giving any encouragement, or even his sanction, 
to any measures for the re-establishment of the ancient 
governments in the conquered Cantons, lest what he 
should do or say on the occasion should be censured or 
disapproved at Vienna. 

The Archduke himself has thrown out hints of this 
kind, and the persons most in his confidence have not 
scrupled to hold this language in its full extent to the 
Advoyer de Steiguer, attributing the whole to the jealousy 
entertained of H.E.H by M. de Thugut.- 

I find also by a short note that I have received from 
Colonel Crauftird that H. E. H. is very adverse to the 
Advoyer de Steiguer's taking any ostensible part in the 
arrangement of the Government of any but his own Canton. 

A conduct so very different fi:om that which the Aus- 
trians have followed in Italy, not only in the countries 
subject to the Emperor, but in Piedmont and the Boman 
States, has not failed to produce the very worst conse- 
quences, and at this moment presents an insuperable 
obstacle to my carrying his Majesty's commands into 
execution with promptitude and effect. 

The Cantons of Zurich and Schaffliausen, which have 
always been devoted to the French interests, and the 
whole of the subject States of the Bheinthal, Turgovie, and 
Toggenburg, in which the Revolution had taken the deep- 
est root, are left at this moment under the form of 
Government established at the Revolution, and their mu- 
nicipal administration is conducted by persons chosen 
and appointed under the same auspices. 

To say nothing of the very dangerous example holden 
out to other countries and of the many future evils to be 
apprehended from the Revolutionary Government being 
thus suffered to exist, those which are already felt are the 
discouragement, and in many instances the actual de- 
pression, of the well-disposed inhabitants,— an opinion 
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prevalent in the Austrian army that the Swiss are ill 
disposed to the cause of the Allies, — the re-appearance of 
the avowed partizans of the French and the members of 
the Jacobin Clubs, who begin already to hold tlieir 
insolent revolutionary language, to insult and threaten 
the weU-disposed inhabitants, to magnify the bravery and 
means of resistance of the French, and to talk of their 
return before the dose of the campaign as a certain 
event, — the propagating and exciting throughout the 
coimtry doubts and suspicions of the conduct of the Allies, 
which among other evil consequences proves a material 
impediment to the raising of the new levies, — ^the renewal 
of the old correspondance between the Jacobins here and 
the Clubs in Swabia, and the conveying intelligence to the 
Enemy of all the motions of the Austrians. 

I am sorry to add as another consequence of the pre- 
sent conduct of the Arohduke, that a jealousy of the 
intentions of the Cabinet of Vienna which the Proclama- 
tion of H.E.H. had effectually removed, and a suspicion 
that the revolutionary Governments are only permitted to 
exist that the Austrians may have a better pretext for 
taking possession of the country, are becoming very pre- 
valent. 

Not having yet had an opportunity of seeing either 
the Archduke or Colonel Craufiird, I cannot say whether 
any hope may be entertained of H. K. H. adopting a 
different line of conduct. 

Being assured that H.E. H,, who is very weak in 
infantry, is particularly anxious that the new levies should 
be compleated as soon as possible, it is my present inten- 
tion, after having made him acquainted with his Majesty's 
wishes for the re-establishment of the ancient Governments, 
to submit to his consideration how impossible it is that 
those levies should either be speedily compleated, or 
carried to any extent under the Governments now exist- 
ing, the members of which have a direct interest in 
counteracting them, and how impossible it will be for me 
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to assist in their formatioii but through the medium of 
the ancient Oovemments, with which alone I am autho* 
rized to hold any communicatiou or correspondance. 

Should H.E.H. appear really to entertain the same 
opinion, though afraid or unwilling to act upon it, means 
may easily be found of making his sentiments pubUcly 
known, and in that case I should not fail to exert myself 
to the utmost to carry his Majesty's commands into 
execution. 

But should H.E.H., from whatever motive, appear to 
be really and decidedly averse to the re-establishment of 
the ancient Governments, I conceive that it will be my 
duty, as long as the country shall be in possession of 
the Austrian army, to remain perfectly quiet, and to con- 
tent myself with observing what passes and transmitting 
intelligence home, until I shall have received new instruc- 
tions from your Lordship, or until I shall have been 
assured that the suspicions of the Swiss are ill-founded 
and that the Court of Vienna is really not adverse to the 
measure. Any premature interference on my part might 
do much mischief, but could not possibly do any good to 
the cause it is wished to serve. 

In the meantime I shall write immediately to Sir 
Morton Eden to inform him of the state in which T have 
found the country, and to submit to him the necessity of 
his explaining to the Court of Vienna the reasons of the 
extreme importance which his Majesty attaches to the 
immediate restoration of the ancient Governments of Switz- 
erland, and his making such further representations on 
the subject as he may consider most likely to secure the 
active and immediate assistance of that Court in obtaining 
this very desirable end. 

I have learned with much satisfaction that the popular 
Cantons of Appenzell and Glarus have already holden 
their general assemblies, in which their ancient forms of 
government were restored by the unanimous consent of 
the people. The assemblies of Schweitz and Uri will also 

VOL. n. I 
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meet immediately for the same purpose. Glarus has 
ah-eady sent to the Austrian army the contingent which 
it was bound to furnish to the Confederation, and Appen- 
zell and Schweitz have each provided at their own 
expense (though nearly exhausted of every resource) a 
small body of chasseiurs, which the Austrians find of 
considerable service in the sort of war which the corps 
under General Jellachich in particular are obhged to 
carry on in the mountains. 

In general, the popular Cantons show as much zeal in 
the cause of the Alhes, and of marked detestation of the 
French and of the principles of modern republicanism, 
and intrepidity in opposing the invasion of the Enemy ; 
but their population is inconsiderable, their resources still 
less, and the flower of their young men has been de- 
stroyed by the horrible war which the French carried on 
in their country during the suspension of hostilities with 
the House of Austria, so that T much doubt whether any 
effective assistance can be obtained from them after the 
armies shall have been removed to any distance from their 
frontiers. It is my intention to visit them as soon as I 
shall have passed a few days at Zurich, and to deliver to 
each of them a copy of his Majesty's letter, accompanied 
with the strongest assurances of the satisfaction which his 
Majesty will derive from their present conduct ; and as 
your Lordship informed me that a portion of the sum 
which his Majesty is pleased to grant, to enable the 
Helvetic Body to recover its ancient liberty and inde- 
pendence, might be given to any individual Canton where 
such a disposition of it might appear to me to be advan- 
tageous to the common cause and to his Majesty's 
service, I shall make an advance not exceeding 2000/. 
to each of the Cantons of Unterwalden, Uri, Glarus, 
Appenzell and Schweitz ; to the three latter, to enable 
them to pay the first expenses of their contingent, to the 
two first, in the shape of a gratuity from his Majesty to 
assist the poor inhabitants in repairing the dreadful losses 
they have sustained from the ravages of the French, the 
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extent of which I am sorry to say had not been at all 
exaggerated in the different details which had reached 
England on the subject. 

I delivered your Lordship's letter to the Advoyer de 
Steiguer, and have the honour to send his answer enclosed. 
I have the pleasure to add that I found this excellent 
magistrate in perfect health and, notwithstanding his 
advanced age, as zealous and active in the service of his 
country as I had ever known him. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, My Lord, 
i&c, &c., Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord Gbsxville^ &c.^ &c., &c. 



(No. 2.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrrenviUe. 

(Copy.) Schaffhausen: 29 June, 1799. 

My Lord, — From the information I have received here, 
I find that the Austrians have made no progress in 
Switzerland since the day they took possession of Zurich. 
General Massena has taken a strong position between the 
Limmat and the Eeuss, along the chain of hills which 
runs from south-east to north-west, parallel to the 
northern part of the lake of Zurich and to the Limmat, 
and which may be considered as a prolongation of Mount 
Albis, — his right upon Mount Albis, — his left at Baden, 
near the junction of the Limmat and the Reus. He 
has some small camps in the plain between the mountain 
and the Limmat, and his vedettes are nearly within 
cannon-shot of the town of Zurich. His left is covered by 
the division of General Ferino, which extends from 
Coblentz along the Rhine to Basle, and his right by the 
corps of General Lacourbe, which, after having made a 
very difficult but able retreat through the Cantons of 
Uri and Schweitz, has been considerably reinforced, and 
now occupies the Cantons of Unterwalden, Lucerne, Zug, 
and that small comer of the Canton of Schweitz in which 
Kusnach is situated. 

1 2 
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The French on the right of General Lacourbe have 
another very strong corps amounting to about 10,000 
men (including some Swiss) in the Valais commanded by 
General Xaintrailles, a part of this corps is strongly en- 
trenched in the valley of Leuch. 

The Archduke occupies the chain of hills on the 
opposite side of the Limmat, being the very position 
from which Massena retired after the battle of the 4th, — 
his left behind Zurich, — his right opposite to Baden, with 
a detached corps extending along the lower Limmat, 
towards Eaiserstuhl and Zurzach, on the Bhine. Zurich 
is occupied by a strong garrison, and the suburb on the 
other side of the Limmat is surrounded by a modem 
fortification of sufficient strength to protect the town 
against a coup-de-main. There are besides 3,000 or 4,000 
men encamped upon the little river without the walls of 
the place, 

The Archduke has a corps in the Forest Towns opposite 
to the position of General Ferino, and his left is covered 
by General Jellachich, who occupies the whole of the 
Canton of Schweitz excepting the point of Eusnach, and 
by General Bay, who occupies the Canton of Uri ; but 
these two corps united are not sufficiejitly strong to 
attack General Lacourbe. 

In the Valais, Colonel Strauch, who had penetrated into 
that country from the St. Gothard with four battalions, is 
master of the Bhone only from Munster upwards to its 
source, though his patroles penetrate to Brigg, beyond 
which place the French are fearful of advancing lest they 
should be turned by the passage of the Simplon, to the 
summit of which a small corps of Austrians has pene- 
trated from Domo D'Ossola. He has been joined by the 
remains of the insurgents of the Valais, commanded by 
Captain de Courten, an officer of the reduced battalion of 
his Majesty's regiment of EoU. 

Colonel Strauch's corps formed the advanced guard of 
a much more considerable force under General Haddick, 
which was marching into the Valais when the General 



1799] RIGirr HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 117 

was suddenly recalled by F.M. Suworow, in consequence 
of a report that the Brest fleet had landed 15,000 at 
Genoa. Upon the falsity of this report being discovered, 
he was ordered to return to the Valais, which he was 
again on the point of entering when he was recalled a 
second time, in consequence of the defeat of General 
Bellegarde, and it appears that the Archduke will not 
attempt any offensive operations against Massena until 
General Haddick shall return again, and have actually 
entered the Valais. 

The respective positions of the Archduke and Massena 
are considered by military men as extremely strong and 
scarcely susceptible of being attacked in front. That of 
Massena could be easily turned if the corps of General 
Jellachich and Bay could by any means be strengthened. 

The French army did not suffer materially in the late 
action before Zurich, and its retreat was made in perfect 
good order, 

I find also that General Massena has received consider- 
able reinforcements from the interior of France, so that 
his whole force, including the corps of Xaintrailles, is 
estimated at nearly 55,000 men, nor do I find that there 
is any considerable desertion in his army. On the other 
hand, the Swiss conscription is reduced by desertion to 
between 3,000 or 4,000 men. 

The Austrian army is said to be in the highest order, 
and to be animated to a degree of enthusiasm by the 
presence of the Archduke, who is almost adored by the 
troops, and to whose personal exertions, from every infor- 
mation that I can collect, the late successes in Swabia 
were entirely due. 

In the few corps which I have seen I can observe a 
manifest difference in the whole appearance and counten- 
ance of the officers, as well as of the men ; instead of the 
discontented and dejected appearance which was but too 
visible among them during the campaign of 1796, they 
now appear chearful and animated, and look as if they 
were conscious of their own strength, and of the glory 
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and real superiority over the enemy which they have 
acquired. 

It is impossible for those who had seen the Austrians 
at the former period not to observe and be struck with 
the difference. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord GbektillE; &c., &c*, &c 

M. Imbert Colomh to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) (Received 8th.) 

Sir, — When I wrote to you last May deploring the mis- 
fortune we had had in losing you, it did not even occur 
to me that our loss would be so promptly repaired. What 
a good omen, dear Sir, is your return to us ! I hasten to 
express to you the joy it gives me. After all the trouble 
your first mission gave you, it is only fair that you should 
return to reap the fruit of your labours by being a witness 
to the deliverance of our unhappy country, for at present 
I firmly believe in it, but before yielding to so delightful 
a thought, permit me. Sir, to thank you for all you have 
done for my nephew. You have furnished him with the 
means of rejoining me, and I expect him in eight or nine 
days, but I hope you destine him to some occupation. You 
know that it is what he wishes, and at the first word firom 
you, he will be at your orders. Pray continue you kind- 
ness to him. Before your return I had formed the plan 
of going to Piedmont to be nearer my fellow-countrymen. 
I should perhaps find there a means of corresponding 
with them which might be useful ; and I should be at 

hand to enter with the army of , if as I presume its 

design is to force its way in. Now that you are here I 
wish to do nothing without consulting you. I shall be 
obliged to you to give me an immediate answer to deter- 
mine my proceedings. Meantime if between this and then 
I were to receive a message to come to you, I should do 
so at once ; I am very impatient to have the pleasure of 
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seeing you. My friend M. D'Arletti [De Pre9y] is also 
awaiting orders at Augsburg. I am with all respect, 
your Excellency's very obedient and humble servant, . 

DUBAND [ImBKET COLOMfis]. 
Nuremberg: 2nd July, 1799. 

I don't know if Mrs. Wickham is with you, if so pray 
present to her my respectful homage. 

M. Dandri to Mr. Wickham, 

(Translation.) (Received 8th.) 

Sir, — Of all things I could have wished, nothing could 
have been more agreeable to me than your letter of the 
22nd May, which by some extraordinary accident was 
only forwarded to me from Zurich on the 26 th of June, 
and only reached me last night. The amount of pleasure 
it gave me is only in proportion to the extreme value I 
set on your friendship, which is such that the mere vex- 
ation at having lost it was enough to make me commit 
what you call a piece of childishness. 

If I had known exactly where you were, I should have 
started directly to express to you my lively gratitude. I 
shall await your orders, to come and thank you, and con- 
cert with you the means of repairing the harm which has 
been done by a misinterpretation of the orders of your 
Government and a multitude of misunderstandings one 
more inexpUcable than the other. 

You must however do me the justice not to attribute 
my satisfaction only to what you tell me of the state of 
affairs, but also to the return or rather the continuance of 
your friendship for me. 

I hope, when I have the honour of seeing you I shall be 
able to convince you that we have done all that depended 
upon us to maintain the existence of all the establish- 
ments which we had organized (although some had suffered 
from the suspension which has prevailed for the last three 
months), and that I am always the same, entirely devoted 
to your orders, and ready to give you on every occasion 
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the most unquestionable proofs of my gratitude, and of 
the respectful attachment with which I am, Sir, your very 
humble and obedient servant, 

A. Mayoe [DandrS]. 

Augsboig : Srd July, 1799. 

(No, 3.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Zuricli : 5tli July, 1799. 

My Lord, — ^I arrived at this place from BchaflThausen 
on Sunday the 30th ult°, and after having obtained from 
Colonel Craufurd and General Hotze all the information 
which it was in their power to give me on the different 
objects of my mission, I had the honour of a very long 
conference with the Archduke at H.E.H's head quarters 
at Klotten on Tuesday the 2nd inst.: in which H.E.H. was 
pleased to speak to me with great openness on his own 
situation, on the general prospect of the campaign, and 
on the present state of Switzerland. 

He confirmed to me, what I had before learnt from 
others, that he had received no instructions whatever for 
the regulation of his conduct in Switzerland, and that he 
was totally ignorant of the intentions or wishes of his 
Court ; adding that he had written for instructions but had 
received no answer whatever ; on which account he was 
fidly determined to take no part in the internal arrange- 
ment of the respective Governments of the coimtry, ex- 
cepting where he should find any such arrangement 
essentially interfere with the subsistence or well-being of 
his army. 

I found at the same time with pain that H.E.H. had 
received the most unfavourable impressions of the old 
Government of Zurich. I had already learnt that he had 
been waited on by frequent deputations from villages on 
the banks of the lake where the principles of the Eevolu- 
tion had taken deeper root and made a greater progress 
than in any other part of Switzerland and where they still 
exist in their full force, whilst the well-disposed inhabit- 
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ants, discouraged as well by the presence of the republican 
army as by the insinuations and threats of the French 
party, and the silence of the Archduke and of the Court 
of Vienna, had taken no step whatever to contradict the 
artful misrepresentations of their antagonists ; and I took 
this opportunity of explaining to H.E.H. the general 
situation of this part of the country and the state of the 
different parties and factions by which it had been agitated 
previous to the entry of the IVench into Switzerland, con- 
cerning all which he appeared to me to have received no 
information whatever, but through the medium of persons 
whose representations, were it only from the employ- 
ments they filled under the protection of the French, ought 
to have been the object of suspicion and mistrust. 

H.R.H. then related to me something of the diflScul- 
ties of his present situation, considered only in a military 
point of view, which he said added very materially to 
those which the political situation of Switzerland, and the 
state of factions and parties in the country already pre- 
sented : he pointed out the strength of Massena's position 
and the superiority of his army, assuring me in confidence 
that from the most accurate returns he was persuaded the 
French had at this moment in Switzerland 20,000 infantry 
more than the Austrians, whilst no means could be found 
of employing the cavalry of the latter to any advantage. 

Under these circumstances he said it was not possible 
for him to undertake any offensive operations against 
Massena with any hope of success at all adequate to the 
risk and danger of the enterprize, until he should have 
received such considerable reinforcements from the army 
of Italy as should enable him to drive the enemy from the 
Valais and the Cantons of Unterwalden and Lucerne by 
throwing a formidable force on his right flank and rear. He 
said that his own position was a very excellent one, but that 
he had not more troops than were sufficient to guard it, so 
th^t he could not possibly reinforce his left wing in the 
mountains without weakening his centre and right, more 
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than would be prudent or safe in the presence of an active 
and energetic enemy posted so very near him, and that 
he could not draw any further reinforcement of infantry 
from Swabia without exposing that country to a new in- 
vasion and endangering the safety of his own magazines. 

He lamented the false step of the Court of Vienna in 
taking away 30,000 of his best infantry in the month of 
February last, of which he said (not without marked as- 
perity) that General Bellegarde had actually delivered 
eighteen whole battalions to the enemy. He lamented 
still more at the present moment the retreat of General 
Haddick, which H.R.H. attributed to F. M. Suworow's 
having undertaken too many operations at a time. 

On this occasion, although H.R.H. spoke with reserve 
and moderation, I could not help observing evident marks 
of that jealousy of F. M. Suworow, and that dissatisfaction 
which I am sorry to add, his appointment seems to have 
occasioned to the whole of the Austrian army ; and I take 
this opportunity of mentioning that both at the Arch- 
duke's and General Hotze's table, as well in other places, 
I have heard very strong and unpleasant language openly 
holden on the subject, and that the letters from the army 
of Italy (which those who receive them make no scruple 
of showing) affect sometimes to treat him as a madman, 
at others, to throw a ridicule upon his whole conduct and 
specially to consider his military operations, notwith- 
standing the success with which they have been attended, 
as wild and extravagant projects, which nothing but the 
defeat and discouragement of the French army, occasioned, 
as they say, by the first successes on die Adige, could 
have enabled him to realise, and which, had they failed, 
would have occasioned the total destruction of the 
Austrian army. 

The Archduke himself observed that Buonaparte, 
whom he considered (to use his own expression) as a 
great general, had never dared before he had taken 
Mantua to pursue the remains of the Austrian army, 
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though twice totally defeated and almost annihilated, and 
that he himself should never have dared to have marched 
towards Piedmont without that place. 

Had General Haddick remained in the Valais, H.KH. 
said that at this moment he should have been at least at 
Bern, and with the assistance of the eighteen battalions, 
sacrificed by General Bellegarde, he even had no doubt 
but that he should long since have driven the French 
entirely out of Switzerland. He added, that with the 
present troops he commanded, and in the present temper 
and spirit of the army, he thought it probable that he 
might, by a desperate attack, be able to drive Massena 
from his position, strong as it was, but that it would cost 
him the flower of the Austrian infantry, already too weak, 
and leave the army incapable of making any use of its 
victory. In the course of conversation on this subject, 
H.R.H. made some very strong and eloquent observations 
on the situation of the general of an army, whom, he 
said, every man presumed to judge, whilst the reasons 
of his conduct were known only to the general himself, 
who was even obliged to conceal those most carefully 
which, if published, would operate most in his justifica- 
tion. He said that this was precisely his own case at 
this moment ; that he was not only teazed with plans and 
projects of attack, but that people (alluding to the Swiss 
emigrants) were every day pointing out to him the 
dangerous consequences of suffering the French to remain 
any longer in their present position, taking for granted 
that it was in his power to drive them away from it, 
whereas, added H.R.H., I am not only well aware of 
those consequences, but I could point out many still 
more dangerous to the common cause of which these 
persons had not an idea. 

H.E.H. then entered on the subject of the new Swiss 
levies, which His Majesty has authorized Colonel Crau- 
furd to raise, for the completion of which he appeared 
extremely anxious, and particularly desired that I would 
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go as soon as possible to the little Cantons, and use all the 
influence of His Majesty in encouraging those states to en- 
gage their people to enrol themselves without delay. 
He even added, that if, contrary to expectation, the 
imperial army in Italy should receive some severe check, 
he had no other hope of receiving a reinforcement until 
the arrival of the Bussians, whilst Massena, if he chose 
to risk the leaving Alsace unprotected (which he might 
safely do), could at any time draw together from 10,000 
to 15,000 men, for any sudden operation that he might 
choose to undertake. 

I did not fail to take this opportunity of pointing out 
to H.E.H. the obstacles that were thrown in the way of 
these levies by the Government now existing in Zurich 
and SchaflThausen, and of informing H.E.H. that by his 
Majesty's express order I could have no communication 
or correspondance whatever but with the regular Govern- 
ments of Switzerland ; but H.R.H. immediately answered 
that he was well aware of the truth of all my observa- 
tions, on which account it was that he had desired me to 
go there, where alone he was sensible that I could be at 
present of any real service, and that he was firmly deter- 
mined to adhere to| his original resolution, and not to in- 
terfere in any manner with the internal regulation of the 
country, but according to instructions he should receive 
from Vienna, whatever might be the consequence to Swit- 
zerland, to his own Court, or the common cause. 

Finding H.R.H. so firm in his determination, I thought 
it my duty not to press the subject any further. I did 
not however leave the head-quarters without having 
obtained from H.B.H. the express assurance that if the 
ancient magistrates should take any steps towards re- 
covering their authority, he would not only not counteract 
them, but that when the thing should be done, he would 
support them with the whole weight of his authority. 

I am sorry to learn from the different conversations 
that I have had with oflScers in the confidence of H.E.H., 
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particularly with General Hotze and Colonel Plunkett,* 
that H.B.H. considers himself as extremely ill used by his 
own Court, — ^that he has been left from the beginning of 
the campaign without any orders or instructions, and his 
conduct in every operation he has undertaken either 
directly disapproved or left wholly unnoticed, — that 
H.RH. has been more than once on the point of resign- 
ing the command of the army, and that he has only 
retained it at the earnest sohcitation of his officers, — that 
this army has neither received any gratification or promo- 
tion, or any public thanks or honour of any kind, all of 
which (they say) have been bestowed with prodigality on 
the army of Italy, — and that H.E.H/s illness was occasioned 
much more by this neglect of his army, and by the 
harshness of the censure passed on his conduct in 
marching forward from the Leek, than by the fatigues he 
underwent on that occasion. 

Though H.E.H. is extremely reserved on the occasion, 
yet his confidential friends, and the army in general, with 
what foundation I cannot pretend to say, do not scruple 
to attribute this conduct of the Court of Vienna to the 
personal jealousy entertained of H.RH. by M. Thugut, 
arising as it is said from the friendship and confidence 
with which H.E.H. was honoured by the Emperor. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, my 
Lord, &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 



(No. 5.) Mr. Wichham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy. Extract) Zurich : Sunday, 7 July, 1700. 

Yesterday the Archduke received a messenger from 
F. M. Suworow, informing H.RH. that in consequence of 
the total defeat of General Macdonald and the retreat of 
Moreau to the riviera of Genoa, he had ordered General 

* Hon. William Flunkett, fourth colonel in the Austrian serrice ; born 
son of the seyenth Earl of Pingall^ a 1770^ died at Frag;ue^ 1806. 
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Haddick to return to the Valais, and to enter that country 
not by the St. Gothard and the Simplon as before, but by 
the valley of Aoste and the Great St. Bernard, by which 
road he will have the double advantage of entering the 
Valais at Martinack on the rear of the French position, 
and of threatening Montmelian by the Little St. Bernard, 
and the Isere ; the "valley of Aoste leading alike to those 
two points, though so very remote from each other. 

General Haddick has written to General Hotze to 
request that Colonel Strauch may be reinforced by two 
battalions from General Bay's corps in the canton of Uri, 
which request has been complied with, so that it is hoped 
CJolonel Strauch may be strong enough to attack the 
Enemy in front at the same time that General Haddick 
falls on their rear. 

On the 26th ult. the force of the Enemy in the Valais 
was estimated at about 10,000 men, including the con- 
scription of the lower Valais and the Pays de Vaud, and 
one weak battalion from the Canton of Bern, which had 
joined the army by the Gemmi. Their advanced posts 
were then at the bridge of Lemasse, a little beyond the 
village of Naters. They occupied on the left bank of 
the Rhone, Visp, and the whole valley in which that town 
is situated, Brigg, and the passage of the Simplon, as far 
as the convent (the Austrians being masters of the sum- 
mit); their main army occupied the valley of Leuck, on the 
right bank of the Rhone, a very strong position with 
their retreat secured by the Gemmi, in case they should 
be turned from the Great St. Bernard. The road over 
the Gemmi had been destroyed by the peasants, but the 
French have found means to re-establish it. They were 
intrenching themselves in that position on every accessible 
point, and were well provided with artillery. On the 
side of the Great St. Bernard they occupied St. Pierre, or 
St. Petersburgh, and the Val de Bagne. 

They commit every sort of excess and cruelty in the 
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villages round them, most of which have been abandoned 
by the young men, who join as Austrians. 

On the 2nd instant their position was nearly the same, 
but they had received a. rehxfoicement of from 3,000 to 
4,000 men. 

This day, accounts have been received from that country 
of so late a date as the 5th, which leave no room to 
doubt of the arrival of the Austrians in the valley of Aoste, 
or at least of the French being informed of their intention 
to occupy it, as on the 3rd, in the evening, three strong 
battalions suddenly retired from Brigg and Naters, under 
orders to march towards Geneva, probably to protect the 
Little St Bernard. The French continued to burn the 
villages, which were successively abandoned by the young 
men, as the conscription was attempted to be enforced in 
any of them. General Hotze will set out to-morrow for 
the corps of General Jellachich, to take advantage of any 
success that may attend the operations in the Valais, and 
also to prevent Generals Massena and Lacourbe from 
detaching any considerable force to support General 
Xaintrailles. 

Hitherto the Archduke has had little or no communi- 
cation with F. M. Suworow, nor was he at all acquainted 
with the plan of the campaign in Italy. 

A few days before my arrival here, H.RH. had sent an 
officer attached to his person to the F. Marshall, to re- 
present the situation of the two armies here, to state how 
impossible it would be for H.R.H. to undertake any 
offensive operation without reinforcements from Italy, 
and at the same time to propose to the F. Marshall to 
enter into a more close and confidential correspondance. 

It was this officer who returned yesterday, and who 
brought the account of General Haddick's intended 
operations in the Valais. 

The French, a few nights since, carried off two com- 
panies of Austrian infantry from the village of Wittiken, 
almost within musket-shot of the walls of Zurich. 
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On Wednesday last, having assembled a number of 
boats on the lake, they attacked and carried the position 
of Brunnen in the Canton of Schweitz, but were driven 
from it with loss on the same day. On this occasion the 
contingent of the Canton of Glarus particularly distin- 
guished itself. 

(No. 7.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenviUe. 

(Copy. Extract) Zurich : 13 Julj, 1709. 

My Lord, — I have the satisfaction to inform your Lord- 
ship that the Canton of Schafifhausen has determined to 
resume its ancient form of government, abolishing at the 
same time the unjust commercial monopoly which that 
town enjoyed in common with Zurich, and granting to the 
people some further municipal privileges of no material 
importance, but with which the great majority of the 
inhabitants of the Canton appear to be entirely satisfied. 

A deputation of the town having waited on me yester- 
day, to know if what they proposed to do would be 
agreeable to the Court of London, I did not hesitate to 
say that His Majesty would entirely approve of the whole, 
and that as soon as they should inform me officially that 
the change had actually taken place, I should not fail to 
give them such an assurance in writing, accompanied with 
the siticerest congratulations in his Majesty's name, on 
their complete delivery fix)m the tyranny under which 
they had so long groaned. 

M. MuUer's* brother was one of the deputation, and I 
have some reason t6 beHeve that it was on a suggestion 
from Vienna that this important measure was adopted. 

The Prince Abb^ of St. Gall has also settled all his 

* Jean MuUer, the fiimous his- ambitious, and intriguing ; he con- 

torian of Switzerland, a native of sidered also that he had exerted 

Schaffhaiisen. He was much in a most hurtful and unfortunate 

the confidence of M. de Thugut. influence at the time of the in- 

Mr. Wickham greatly disapproyed raaion of Switzerland bj the 

of his political principles, con- French, 
sidering him to be mischierous, 
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disputes with the inhabitants of the Toggenburg, who 
have acknowledged his authority, and everywhere re- 
established their ancient municipal administration. 

A sort of provisional committee, which was established 
at Zurich, not for the purpose of re-establishing the 
ancient Government, as the Advoyer de Steiguer had 
wisely suggested, but merely for the civil administration 
of the town, sent a deputation to me yesterday, to say 
how sorry they were to find from the representation 
that had been made to them by lieutenant-General 
Hotze, that their town and Canton were likely to incur 
the displeasure of his Britannic Majesty; and then, after 
stating to me at length all the difficulties they found in 
the way of re-establishing their ancient Government, they 
assured me that they were all not only willing but 
extremely anxious to accomplish this undertaking, that 
they would certainly attempt it themselves in the event 
of the French retreating from their position before the 
town, and that in the meantime, if either the Archduke 
or the Ministers of Vienna and London would say officially 
that they considered such measure necessary, there would 
be no difficulty in executing it immediately under such 
high authority. 

The conduct of the Canton of Zurich has been very much 
influenced by the change which has taken place in the lan- 
guage and conduct of Gteneral Hotze since my arrival here.. 
I have not hesitated to inform that officer very distinctly, 
that his Majesty in offering assistance to Switzerland had 
thought that he was coming forward in behalf of a people 
disposed to make great exertions for the recovery of 
its own liberty and independence, and that if I saw no 
resolution in the Governments themselves to assert their 
own rights, and to put down that spirit of insubordina- 
tion and resistance which was but too prevalent in this 
Canton and the subject states, I should think it my duty 
to retire immediately, and represent humbly to my Court 

VOL. XL K 
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the inutility of any efforts His Majesty could make to 
save this unhappy country. 

P.S. — Accounts have just been received from Schweitz 
that the Enemy having assembled a number of vessels on 
the lake of Lucerne, had made an attack yesterday morning 
on the side of Fluellen and Altdorf, the result of which is 
not known. The cannonade was very heavy, and firom 
its direction it was judged that the Austrians had lost 
ground. 

If the Enemy has no greater object in view, it is pro- 
bable that this attack is made in the hope of obliging 
General Bay to recall the two battalions he had sent 
into the Valais. 

I am inclined to believe that dispatches from that 
General, as well as from F. M. Suworow, have been 
intercepted on the lake. 

I fear that General Hotze, who still suffers from his 
wound, will not be able to reach the Canton of Uri, as 
the road from Schweitz by Morsack and Jessigen is 
extremely difficult, and scarcely, if at all, practicable on 
horseback. 

(No. 8.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

■ (Copy.) Glanw : 17th July, 1799. 

My Lord, — Before I had visited the little Cantons, I 
could only have transmitted to your Lordship very im- 
perfect information of the real state of the public mind in 
Switzerland, and I am sorry to say that what I have since 
seen and heanl during this early part of my journey, 
renders it more difficult than ever for me to form any 
opinion on the measures that ought to be adopted for re- 
storing peace and harmony to the country, and makes me 
foresee difficulties in the execution of my mission that at 
present I know not how to encounter. 

In general I have the highest reason to be satisfied 
with the spirit as well as the whole conduct of this par- 
ticular Canton. 
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On the first success of the Austrians on the Grisons 
many of the inhabitants retired into the mountains, and 
forming themselves into little parties on the rear and 
flank of the Enemy gave such serious alarm to the French 
generals that they suddenly abandoned the strong position 
in which they had entrenched their army on the south 
side of the lake of Wallenstadt (from which it is admitted 
that they could not have been forced), and thus left the 
entry of the Canton open to the Austrians. 

As soon as the Enemy had retired towards Schweitz and 
Zurich and the Austrians imder Colonel Gavisini (with 
scarcely three battalions) had entered the Canton (May 
22nd), the people of Glarus instantly assembled their 
militia and sent (May 23) three battalions over the Clarida 
Alps into what is called the Schackenthal immediately 
on the rear of the French army then engaged in the 
Canton of XJri, by which measure they very materially 
contributed to the retreat of General Leicourbe, who had 
totally defeated Colonel St. Julien, taken twelve hundred 
prisoners (being the greater part of the regiment of 
Niegebauer), and was on the point of reconquering the 
valley of XJrseren and the St. Gothard. 

Whilst these battalions (being nearly the whole force) 
were engaged on the side of the Canton of Uri, the French 
suddenly re-entered the Canton of Glarus with a very su- 
perior force under General Chabran from the lake of Zurich 
by the road of Lachen and Urnen, threatening to destroy 
the whole country and exterminate the inhabitants ; they 
had actually passed Neffels, when having imprudently 
engaged themselves (25th May) in a very narrow defile 
before they had secured the bridge of that village, they 
were attacked by Colonel Gavisini in flank from the 
village of Mollis, and by the Swiss legion under Colonel 
Eoverea in front, and defeated with the loss of six hundred 
prisoners, and an equal number of killed and wounded, on 
the very spot on which the Glarnois destroyed the Aus- 
trian army in the year 1388. 

K 2 
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The few inhabitants capable of bearing arms who had 
remained in the Canton rendered essential service on this 
occasion, acting with the Austrian army as chasseurs. 

Previous lo these events and immediately after the 
capture of Luciensteig, the French formed a very des- 
perate plan for retaking Coire, turning the Austrians at 
Wallenstadt, getting possession of the whole of the upper 
Grisons, and penetrating from thence into the Canton of 
XJri on the right flank of the Austrian army in that Can- 
ton whilst General Lacourbe attacked it in front. 

This plan was to have been executed from the Canton 
of Glarus by two passages over the highest Alps very 
little frequented, but which your Ix)rdship will find marked 
in the best maps, one under the name of the Semfthal 
which falls upon Flims — the other over the Pantenbruck 
which leads to Dissentis. 

The troops were actually assembled, and there is every 
rejwon to believe the enterprize would have succeeded, 
had not the guides, after a plan concerted at Glarus, misled 
the columns and conducted them into places on the sum- 
mit of the Alps where the snow was so deep as to be 
absolutely impracticable. 

Of all these events which do the highest honour to this 
Canton, the Austrians have given little or no account j 
on all occasions carefully concealing their losses, and 
giving as little credit as possible to the services they have 
received from their allies. Even Colonel Craufurd had 
heard nothing of the defeat of Colonel St. Julien but from 
the French papers. 

Immediately after the battle of Nefiels the Landsge- 
meine or assembly of the people was holden as it were by 
common consent, there being no person legally authorized 
to call it together, the old Government was restored by 
acclamation^ the magistrates from the Canton were chosen 
from among the most respectable persons of the country, 
the militia was ordered to be formed on its ancient es- 
tablishment, the contingent of the Canton (four hundred 
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men) to be sent immediately to the Austrian army, and 
the Government being without funds, or means of pro- 
curing any of any kind whatever, a voluntary subscription 
was immediately entered into to defray the first expenses 
of all the necessary establishments. 

All those who had broitght about the Evolution having 
left the country, the greatest moderation was shown to 
the persons who bad taken a part in it fi:om weakness or 
ignorance. Those who had had a share in administering 
the finances of the country had a year given them to make 
up their accounts — all who had been present at the plant- 
ing of the tree of liberty were obliged to assist in cutting it 
down — and the person who had harangued the public on 
planting it was obliged to pronounce its funeral oration. 

I have found in every class of people a strong sense of 
his Majesty's goodness, an irreconcileable hatred to the 
French, and a firm determination to contribute to the 
utmost of their means in driving them out of the country, 
and if necessary in carrying the war beyond the firontiers. 

But when I came to talk with them on what was the most 
pressing object of my journey, the raising of regular troops, 
I found them all ready to increase their contingent but 
unanimously determined not to serve in any other form. 
The lower order of the people had many prejudices of their 
own which with a little time and pains might easily be 
surmounted, but all classes agreed in declaring peremp- 
torily that they would not serve under either General 
Bachmann* or Colonel Paravicini* unfortunately the only 

* These two officers were raem- tered the service of. France, but 

bers of the most ancient and dis- was shortly after dismissed with 

tinguished families of the Canton disgrace by the French Govern- 

of Glanis. The former had had a ment ; it was on account of his 

company in the Swiss guard of having entered the service of 

LouisXVI. with the rank of Major- France that he was so unpopular 

general; in 1793 he had raised a in the Canton of Glarus. On the 

regiment for the King of Sardinia recommendation of General Hotze 

with the rank of Lieutenant- and the Avoyer de Steiguer, 

general. After that monarch was General Bachmann had been ap- 

dethroned, General Bachmann en- pointed by Colonel Craufiird In- 
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two persons as yet authorized to raise any new corps in 
his Majesty's service, and that they would not serve in 
any manner which could expose them to be inspected or 
reviewed by the General, who is Inspector-general of the 
Swiss levies. 

In the meantime Colonel Craufurd has agreed to pay 
the contingent of this Canton on the same footing with the 
r^ular troops, and I have advanced the Oovemment the 
sum of 1,000/. as a gratuity fix)m his Majesty to assist 
them in paying the first expenses of the levy. 

It was my intention to have proceeded from hence to 
the Canton of Uri, but the snow which has fallen these 
last two nights on the Clarida Alps has rendered them 
quite impassable on horseback and even dangerous on 
foot. 

I am the more concerned at this disappointment as the 
presence of his Majesty's Minister in that Canton would 
be particularly acceptable at this moment, and the French 
are entirely masters of the lake of Lucerne, so that I 
have no possible means of reaching Altdorf. 

The accounts I receive here of the situation of the whole 
Canton of Uri are most deplorable. Altdorf with many 
of the principal villages burned to the ground, and the 
inhabitants living in the wood — ^their cattle, their only 
resource, in a great measure destroyed — not a mouthful of 
bread in the whole country, and no means whatever of 
purchasing any — and the flower of their young men de- 
stroyed, either in the early part of the war, or in the 
difierent actions that took place with the French during 
General Bellegarde's unsuccessful attempt to drive the 
enemy from the Engadine. — ^Even the French themselves 



Bpector-general of the Swiss levies, 
and also to raise a raiment in the 
King's service; at this time the 
levy of his regiment was going on 
with success, excepting in his own 
Canton, where he could not raise a 
man. The unpopularity of Colonel 



Paravicini, which was extended to 
his whole familj, arose from his 
Either General Paravicini having 
concluded the treaty with General 
Schawenbui^, in 1798, which the 
French shamefullj violated. 



■< 
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admit that the great road of the St. Gothard presented a 
picture of desolation, to which even the authors of all 
this misery were not insensible. 

And yet these people have followed in every step the 
example of Glarus, and have even furnished their con- 
tingent without asking for any assistance to enable them 
to raise it. Colonel Craufurd has since agreed to pay two 
hundred of their troops, which are acting as chasseurs 
with the Austrian army, and I shall immediately transmit 
them 2,000Z. towards the expenses of the levy. 

I have in the meantime purchased for them as a bene- 
faction from his Majesty one hundred sacks of com, the 
whole which this Canton can possibly spare, and have 
lodged them at Linthal at the extremity of this valley, 
from whence they will be forwarded as soon as the 
weather will permit. I shall send an equal quantity from 
Zurich, and will have a provision made for Unterwalden 
against the moment that the French shall evacuate that 
Canton, the situation of which I expect to find, if possible, 
still more deplorable than that of Uri. 

The Comte D'Artois to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) Edinbuigh : 18th July, 1799. 

» 

Sir, — ^I gladly profit by the departure of the Baron de 
Roll, to tell you of the great satisfaction I feel in 
seeing the moment come at last, in which, thanks to the 
interest shown by your Government^ I find myself about 
to serve the united causes of his Britannic Majesty and 
my brother the King. 

You are too well aware of my confidence in the Baron 
de Eoll for it to be necessary for me to add anything here 
to the verbal messages with which I have charged him for 
you ; I only wish to assure you that in accordance with 
the opinion which I have formed of the principles of your 
Government and of your personal character, I have 
recommended the Baron de Eoll, above all things, to 
maintain an understanding, and act in concert, with you. 
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This step is one which I propose to follow myself, as soon 
as I have rejoined you. 

You may believe, Sir, that it will be particularly agree- 
able to me to find myself in uninterrupted relations with 
you, and to be under great obligations to you. 

It is with the same pleasure as ever that I again ex- 
press to you, Sir, the assurance of the sentiments of high 
esteem and true afiection with which you have inspired 
me for hfe. 

Charles Philippe. 

Pray be so kind as to be the bearer of all my senti- 
ments to Mrs. Wickam. 

Monsieur Wickax. 

(No. 9.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Schweitz: 20th July, 1799. 

My Lord, — I arrived here yesterday, and should have 
passed some days in this Canton, but for the Austrian 
commander, who has just been with me for the second 
time to insist on the weakness of this position, and the 
probabihty that my presence here will induce the French 
to make an attack in the course of the night. ' 

I leave the place with great regret, as I find the public 
mind in a state of agitation, which no one here can 
possibly remove. 

The people to a man are so animated against the 
French, that the Austrian oflScers have been obliged to 
remove the contingent of the Canton from the advanced 
posts, lest they shoidd fisdl upon the Enemy, and bring on 
a general action. 

They talk of nothing but going in a mass into France, 
and revenging on the people of that country all that 
they have sufiered from the Bevolution. 

They only desire to be commanded by foreigners, being 
determined not to serve under any Swiss gentleman, con- 
sidering the whole body as dishonoured. Their contingent 
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is entirely commanded by peasants, who in the affair 
-which they had with the French, a few days since, 
accordmg to the testimony of the Austrians, showed as 
much real abihty as courage. They gave no quarter, 
and they made it their boast, that in the short but bloody 
war of last year, the French did not make a single 
prisoner belonging to their Canton, and that they on their 
part did not spare the life of a single Frenchman. They 
boast also that one only of their peasants is enrolled in 
the revolutionary army, and that that man's house has 
been burned, and his wife and children obliged to quit 
the country. 

On the other hand, the magistrates and ancient families 
are depressed and discouraged ; they have not only 
entirely lost the public confidence and esteem, but they 
are become so much the object of hatred to the peasants, 
that were it not for the presence of the Austrians I am 
persuaded that many of them would be made an imme- 
diate sacrifice to the popular fury. 

I have had a numerous deputation of the peasants with 
me, and have endeavoured, but in vain, to make any im- 
pression on them. 

They were perfectly mad on the subject of their 
gentlemen. They talked of the British naval victories, of 
the firmness of his Majesty and his Ministers — and of the 
whole people of England, and concluded with saying, * those 
are gentlemen^ under the lowest of whom we should be 
glad to serve — send us only a British sergeant, and we 
will follow him to Paris. But our gentlemen, by treating 
with the French, and accepting places imder them, have 
dishonoiured themselves and us, and brought the name of 
a Swiss into lasting disgrace.' 

They seemed particularly anxious that their principles 
of democracy should not be confounded with those of the 
French, and boasted that there was not a peasant in the 
Canton that had not in his cottage some testimonial of 
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the fidelity of himself or his fiimily to some one of the 
different sovereigns of Europe. 

They refused peremptorily to serve under General 
Bachmann or Colonel Faravicini, or to enter into any 
regular regiments that should be commanded by officers 
■who had treated with the French or accepted any 
employment under them, but offered, to a man, to serve 
in the miUtia, under their own peasants or under foreign 
officers. 

All that I could obtain from them at last was, they 
should follow me to Zurich, where I could talk with them 
more at leisure. 

I found them violently angry with General Hotze for 
having maintained their municipality in place. They call 
him a peasant of the lake, which amongst them is the most 
odious of all terms. 

The fact is that the General is really the son of a 
peasant of Eichterechwyl, one of the very worst villages 
on the lake of Zurich, the inhabitants of which fell on the 
rear of the army of the little Cantons at the moment that 
they had defeated General Schawenburg, at a place called 
Schendelagi, where his whole army would have been 
destroyed but for this diversion. 

They complain also of the General's having taken away 
from them Uie famous Faul Stiger, the Capucin friar, 
who always marched at their head on the day of battle, 
and who commanded the people of TJnterwalden the day 
that Stanz was destroyed. 

This man, who is quite adored by the people, entered 
Schweitz the day it was evacuated by the French, 
followed by an immense crowd of the inhabitants, rode 
into the great church dressed in the uniform of the Swiss 
legion, with a banner in his hand, and harangued the 
people /rom his horse, saying that all those were traitors 
to their country, and worse than Frenchmen, who, in 
times like those, wore shoes and stockings, instead of 
boots and spurs; alluding in such direct and pointed 
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tenns to the gentlemen of the country, that a general 
massacre of that class might have been the consequence, 
if the Austrian officers had not protected them. 

For this reason General Hotze ordered him away ; nor 
can I blame the measure in itself, but it was done in an 
imprudent manner, and has only had the effect of irritating 
the people the more. 

I am sorry to learn that the same animosity against the 
gentlemen prevails, though with less violence, both in the 
Cantons of Uri and TJnterwalden. 

In Uri, the people have re-chosen some of their ancient 
magistrates who had fought at their head, but they con- 
sider them only as an honourable exception from the rest 
of their class. 

I have seen and talked with the principal gentlemen 
here, but I find them aU so depressed and discouraged 
that I have had nearly as much difficulty in raising their 
spirits, and in engaging them to take some steps which 
their own safety required (such as exposing themselves 
with their own people at the advanced posts), as I have 
had in checking the violence of the peasants. 

I do not wonder at those who have anything to lose 
being still alarmed, as the French are in very superior 
force, within a league of the town, and have it in their 
power to cut off the communication with General 
Jellachich whenever they please. 

K your Lordship will examine the map of Meyer (the 
only one in which this country is correctly laid down), you 
will observe that the great road fi-om the lake of Zurich 
to Schweitz passes through the villages of Sattel and Stein, 
along the lower part of the slope of a very steep hill, upon 
the ridge of which you will observe the village of Steine- 
berg, at only a quarter of a league from Stein. This village 
the French occupy in force, and have besides their ad- 
vanced posts half-way down the hill, nearly within musket 
shot of the road. 

I have made no advance to this Canton, because the 
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municipality is still in place, though under the name of a 
provisional government, but their contingent receives pay 
from Colonel Craufiird like the regular troops. 

I have the honour, &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord GRxmriLLB, &c., Sec, &c 



Sir Charles Whitworth* to Mr. Wickham. 

St Petersburg : July 28tb, 1709. 

Sir, — ^I have the honour to acknowledge your favour of 
the 16 th ult. from Walnerode, and to congratulate you 
on your appointment to a post to which you are called 
from a sense of former services, and where your presence 
may at this moment be expected to have the most 
decided effect. 

You will on your arrival in Swisserland have already 
learned from General Korsakoff the orders which he has 
received from His Imperial Majesty to consult and 
co-operate with you on all points which concern the 
common interest. I trust that you will find him perfectly 
weU disposed to give the fullest effect to those instruc- 
tions ; I can take upon myself to say that they are as 
positive as possible, and that they are founded on the 
most perfect confidence in your abiUties and discretion. 

I shall be happy to have the honour of receiving your 
commands on whatever may be deemed useful to His 
Majesty's service, and you may depend on my keeping 
you informed of whatever may be interesting or useful to 
you to know from hence. In my public capacity I shall 
be at all times happy to co-operate with you, and I shall 
be no less anxious on every other occasion to prove to you 

♦ Sir Charles Whitworth, K.B., land, and created Earl Whitworth. 

8 very distinguished diplomatiRt, He married the widow of the third 

bom 1752, English Minister at St. Duke of Dorset, and died, S.P., 

Petersburgh from 1788 to 1800, 1825. 
afterwards Lord-Lieuteiiant of Ire- 
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the high and sincere regard with which I have the honour 
to be, 

Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Chas. Whitwortii. 

Wx. WiCKHAX, Eaq.y kc. Sec,, &c. 

(No. 13.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Zurich : August 1, 1799. 

Colonel Plunkett has been with me to say, that he had 
just left the head-quarters, where the Archduke had told 
him, that General Rchegru was coming here at H.RJI'a 
desire^ and wishing to know my opinion, whether I did 
not think him a proper man to command the Swiss army« 

I asked him whether he was authorized by the Arch- 
duke to ask the question ? He answered no, — but that 
he was persuaded, that the appointment would be agree- 
able to H.RH., provided the General would consent to 
act under H.E.H.'s orders, and that he was certain that 
General Hotze would resign all his pretensions with 
pleasvure in his favour. 

He said that the Archduke had shown him a corre- 
spondance which he had carried on with the General 
on the subject of the campaign, and that it was at 
General Schmidt's desire, who was particularly struck 
with the General's ideas, that the. Archduke had written 
to hasten the General's arrival. 

I gave Colonel Plunkett an evasive answer, but the 
question certainly deserves much consideration. 

I have had a letter from the General, informing me 
that he was coming here, but of course mentioning 
nothing of this correspondance with the Archduke, which 
is quite new to me, thougli I have been much struck by 
the warmth with which H.E.H. always spoke to me in 
his praise. 

There certainly are objections to employing him in 
such a situation, but I think they would be counter- 
balanced by the advantages that his name and reputation, 
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as well as his real acknowledged talents, would give, par- 
ticularly on this frontier. 

Lord Minto* to Mr. Wickham. 

Vienna : 3rd August, 17dO. 

My dear Sir, — I arrived here the day before yesterday, 
and shall deliver my credentials on the 6 th inst. I am 
in the first place to solicit, what I am sure you will 
readily grant, I mean the advantage of as full and 
frequent communications from you as you can spare me. 
On my part, nothing shall be wanting which I think 
likely to be useful or agreeable to you, and I believe you 
know my sentiments sufficiently to be easily persuaded 
of the great comfort and pleasiure with which I look to 
the intercourse which our respective duties will neces- 
sarily establish between us. 

I trouble you with a letter to Lord Mulgrave.f It is 
to acquaint him with a change that has taken place here 
respecting his appointment, since Baron Thugut suggested 
the propriety of making it. He now wishes that the con- 
sultation on military measures should be held here 
rather than at head-quarters, and that Lord Mulgrave 
would come to Vienna for that purpose. Lord Henley 
and I have both written to Lord Grenville on the subject, 
and I have suggested the propriety of sending instructions 
to Lord Mulgrave on this new proposal without delay. 
It must rest in the meanwhile with his Lordship to 
decide whether to adopt the new arrangement imme- 
diately, or wait for fresh orders from England. I am too 
little acquainted with the precise views entertained at 
home of his mission to offer any advice ; but I cannot 
refrain from saying, that if he thinks he may with 

* Sir Gilbert Elliot, 4th Bart. Earl ofMinto in 1818. Died 1814. 

and Ist Baron Minto, a very dia- I Henrj Srd Baron Mulgrave 

tingnlMhed diplomatist, bom 1751, (Ireland), created Baron Mulgrave 

English Mininter at Vienna from (Great Britain) 1794, and Earl of 

1799 to 1 80 l,ailerward8 Governor- Mulgrave 1812. A General in the 

General of Bengal, and created army ; died 1831. . 
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propriety come to Vienna, his presence here will afford 
me the greatest comfort and assistance. There is nobody 
of whose military and indeed general talents I think so 
highly, and I confess that feeling myself somewhat raw 
in every part of the duty on which I am just entering, I 
am yet more diffident of my own judgment on mUitary 
questions. 

May I beg my best respects to Mrs. Wickham, and that 
you will believe me ever, my dear Sir, most faithfully and 
truly yours, 

MiNTO. 
W. WiCKHAX, Esq., &c, &Cf &c. 

(No. 17.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Winterthnr : Wednesday, 14th Augfust, 1799. 

My Lord, — General Korsakoff having desired me to 
meet him at Schaffhausen, I should have airived there 
this evening but for an action which took place at day- 
break under the walls of Zurich and on General Jella- 
chich's position, the result of which I wished to know 
before I set out 

Colonel Craufiird, who was in the field the whole time, 
and who was not returned whf n I left Zurich, will trans- 
mit to your Lordship a detailed account of the affair. I 
can only state at present what I had the means of observ- 
ing myself, the Archduke, when I left H.E.H. between 
one and two o'clock this afternoon, having received no 
report either from General Hotze or Jellachich. 

About five o'clock in the morning the French attacked 
the whole chain of Austrian outposts before Zurich, from 
the Limmat to the lake. 

It was impossible for some hours, fi*om the thickness 
of the fog, to see what passed, but it appeared by the 
firing that the enemy gained ground, some ground parti- 
cularly on the side of the lake where the Swiss were 
quartered, and where the firing was for some time very 
warm. 
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It was evident, however, that the attack was only a 
diversion, as, notwithstanding the noise of the firing so 
very near the town, a heavy cannonade was distinctly 
heard in the Canton of Schweitz, extending along the 
whole line from the lake of Zurich to that of Lucerne, 
which I am sorry to say appeared to me very evidently 
to advance further and fiirther into the Canton. 

About six o'clock I had an opportunity of knowing 
that the Austrian outposts on the north-west point of 
their chain had been surprised, that the enemy's hussars 
had broken through the camp on the plain, and galloped 
along the high road almost to the gates of Zurich, where 
they suffered severely, and a captain and twenty men 
were taken prisoners and brought into the tovm. With 
what intention they pushed on so far I cannot conceive, 
as they were not followed by any strong column of in- 
fantry. 

They were, however, certainly accompanied by some 
flying artillery, as three howitzer shells fell close to the 
gates of the town the moment after the men were taken • 

About nine o'clock the fog began to clear up, and from 
that time the Enemy seemed to retreat on every point, 
and before twelve they h^d retired unmolested to their 
former position. 

I am persuaded that this affair must have cost the 
Austrians at least 300 men in killed and wounded, nor is 
it possible, from the nature of the attack, that they should 
not have lost many prisoners. 

I judge of the number of the killed and wounded from 
having observed, during the space of about two hours on 
the whole that I was at the gates of the town, three 
wounded officers and between thirty and forty common 
men brought in, all of them wounded with musket shot. 
Among the officers was the Prince of Neuwied. 

When the action was nearly over I joined the Arch- 
duke at a house upon the banks of the Limmat from 
which he had observed the whole affair. I found H.B.IL 
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extremely uneasy on account of General Jellachich, whom 
he considered as in great danger, and much affected by 
the attack of the camp before Zurich, which he considered, 
as it really was, a very disgraceful sight for an army such 
as that which he commands to witness. 

There is, besides, no doubt that, if the attack had been 
serious, the enemy would have surprised and carried the 
town. 

Extract from Mr. LuUin's Recollections. 

Meantime skirmishes and affairs of outpostfi were frequently 
taking place at the extremity of the position on the left where 
the Swiss battalion of Roverea had a share and displayed much 
courage and discipline for such new-raised levies. The in- 
habitants of Zurich had become familiarized with the presence 
of a large army, whose discipline and perfect bearing claims 
particular and most honourable mention ; the advanced guard 
and outposts were under the command of General Baron de 
Hotze, an octogenarian and most venerable soldier, a native of 
the very canton of Zurich, who had from an humble beginning, 
through his bravery and military talents, displayed during the 
various campaigns where Austrian forces had borne a share for 
fifty years back, attained an elevated rank and position ; the 
fires of the French bivouacs displayed their long and brilliant 
lines along the declivities of Mount Albis during the unin- 
terrupted fine summer nights, and no engagements taking place, 
nothing but balls and amusements were thought of among the 
gallant officers of the Austrian forces ; the usual concomitants 
of war seemed forgotten, the forms of courtesy were carried so 
far during this sort of truce, that French musicians were occa- 
sionally invited over to complete any deficiency there might 

* Charles LuUin, a member of he was sent home with despatches 

an ancient famUy of Geneva, who bj Mr. Wickham. Afler serving 
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happen to be in the Austrian bands which enlivened the ball- 
room ; the English circle, besides Mr. Wickham^s own establish- 
ment, consisted of Colonel Craufurd and his two aides-de-camp, 
Lord Proby and Lieutenant Holland of the guards, the Honour- 
able Colonel Stewart, son of the Earl of Galloway, a most 
distinguished and most amiable individual; Lord Camelford, 
a naval officer, whose eccentricities although they sometimes 
have attained painful notoriety, was then a most cheerful and 
enlivening companion ; these, with two or three distinguished 
Austrian officers, among whom I must not omit to mention 
Colonel Plunkett, an Irishman by birth, formed altogether a 
most agreeable resource, and afforded a diversion to the dismal 
state of suspense and anxiety which unavoidably prevailed. 

An apparently insignificant circumstance will serve to eluci- 
date what I observed above, respecting the footing of courteous 
civility the Archduke took pleasure in keeping up. Colonel 
Plunkett, accompanied by a trumpeter and flag of truce, rode 
up one Saturday morning to the quarters in Zurich occupied by 
the British legation, and on coming into the rooms — ' What do 
you think I am going to do ? ' said he : ' Why, I am going to the 
French outposts on the Albis, to beg they may not be disturbed 
(de ne pas se deranger) to-morrow morning on hearing a 
fcu^de-joiey all along our lines, in celebration of the im- 
portant news of the taking of Mantua by the allied Austrian 
and Russian forces — and in case they do not know the event, 
I am to make it known. I am also commissioned by his Royal 
Highness to beg your Excellency, and other English here, will 
<ittend in his tent to hear the Te Deum and Mass about to be 
sung on the joyful occasion.' We did attend, and a more 
splendid sight could hardly be conceived. We drove for several 
miles along the front of endless battalions and squadrons 
scattered along the hills wherever the nature of the ground 
allowed of their being drawn up, and heard beautiful music in 
the Archduke's tent, at the termination of which the artillery 
and musketry told their many repeated awful music re-echoed 
to endless peals by the rocks and mountains of that splendid 
scenery. 

It may be observed, however, and with regret too, that the 
most favourite table-talk at the Austrian head-quarters was the 
humorous accounts of the various eccentricities and incon- 
sistencies which Marshall Suworow loved to indulge in on many 
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public occasions, and many are the harmless and amusing 
anecdotes one might relate on the subject. 

This state of inaction was, however, put an end to some few 
days after. The night of the 13th to 14th August proved a 
most boisterous and rainy one, after a succession of beautiful 
weather. We were roused about five in the morning by the 
reports of musketry at no great distance, and the increasing 
noise and bustle of troops retreating iato the town, the French 
having availed themselves of the darkness and cheerless state 
of the elements to come down the hills, force the first Austrian 
outposts, and nearly taking possession of the gate of Zurich — 
a simultaneous attack having also taken place along the same 
side of the lake; but the alarm once spread, considerable 
reinforcements were poured through the town, and gradually 
drove the French back to their former ground. A heavy mist, 
which had prevailed until about eight o'clock, began to dispel, ^ 
and enabled us, from rising grounds outside the town, to see the 
French retreating before the overwhelming force brought up 
from various posts between the town and the Archduke's head- 
quarters. It was an impressive sight to behold the waggon 
loads of wounded passing into the town from the advanced 
post8, while fresh battalions (Hungarians chiefly) marched 
out to supply the place of the retreating parties, and after 
taking up the positions assigned to them for the moment, piling 
their arms and laying their heads on their knapsacks to resume 
the slumbers which had been disturbed an hour or two before. 
The intense interest of the scene kept Mr. Wickham and some 
of us some time longer, until he decided that, considering the 
escape we had had that morning, being quartered in a part of 
the town close adjoining the gate the French had already 
taken possession of, it would be proper to secure the 
papers and heavy baggage by removing into the rear. The 
crowded state of the troops and waggons rendered this 
measure urgent, and Mrs. Wickham experienced some anxiety 
and delay in making her way in the travelling carriage through 
the town, and out at the opposite gate, where the road, after 
coasting the Limmat a short distance, branched off in two 
directions— one leading to Klotten, the other to Winterthur — 
which was the one necessarily adopted. But on passing before 
the court of a gentleman's seat, whence the view extended over 
the plains opposite, which the receding mists now bared to our 

L 2 
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view, we fouDd it crowded with men on horseback^ the Arch- 
duke having just arrived with a numerous staff, and stopped 
for a time in so convenient a situation to see what was going on 
on the opposite bank, and to judge of the expediency of his 
proceeding in person to the scene of action. — And here a most 
interesting occurrence took place. The celebrated General 
Pichegru had of late resided in retirement at Brunswick, where 
he had received communications from his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, and bad been confidentially sent for to be in the way of 
lending the powerful aAsistance of his talents and military expe- 
rience in the progress of the present campaign, which had 
begun under such flattering auspices. This eminent individual 
had arrived over night at Mr. Wickham's quarters, and had 
hardly retired to his night's rest when the action above men- 
tioned took place. He had accompanied us during our survey 
. of what was going on, and afterwards, being in Mrs. Wickham's 
carriage, had been recognised, and the circumstance reaching 
the ears of the Archduke, a message came from H. R. H. to 
request a conference. They met, and remained an hour in 
close and earnest conversation, after which we proceeded on 
our journey, and the Archduke seeing the French retiring to 
their former positions, repaired to his own quarters too. 

The Archduke when he stated his objections to at- 
tempting the attack on the French position along the Albis, 
had written to procure a supply of pontoons, which arrived 
about this time ; and partly to yield to Mr. Wickham's solicita- 
tions, but chiefly, it was believed at the time, to do something 
in return for the insult the Austrians had experienced a few 
days before in the French having forced their outposts and 
almost taken possession of Zurich, resolved to effect a passage 
over the Limmat, some distance below the town, and attack 
the left of the French position. Accordingly that part of the 
army which was not engaged in the protection of Zurich and 
the outposts in advance, had orders expeditiously to march to 
the banks of the river where the intended passage was to take 
place ; a considerable force was there collected, and the pon- 
toons brought in consequence ; but, on attempting to form a 
bridge, the rapidity of the stream bid defiance to all hopes of 
accomplishing sufficiently pafe fastenings. In vain did Lord 
Camelford (who like the other English made it a point to 
attend every engagement as an amateur) urge, in the true spirit 
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of a British sailor, the sacrifice of a few pieces of artillery to 
be sunk to afford the needful weight for an anchorage, the 
Austrians grew discouraged, on finding the French, who had had 
intelligence of the movement, and sent their best riflemen to 
occupy, though unseen, the opposite embankment, whence they 
were keeping up a destructive fire, and selecting the officers 
and engineers who were most conspicuous, while the Austrian 
artillery were pouring their balls and grapeshot to no purpose 
but the destruction of a few cottages on the French side, and 
after much noise and useless waste of ammunition, orders were 
given to retire, and the attempt was abandoned. The writer 
was not present, being then engaged in transcribing and 
making up the dispatches Mr. Wickham had prepared a few 
days before, to give an account of the French attack of the 14th, 
the Austrian official returns of which reported no less than 
7,000 men as their loss in killed and wounded. But the whole 
forenoon of that day he could hear from his window at Schaff- 
hausen, not less than eight leagues' distance, the booming and 
awful sounds from which a different result might well have 
been expected. 

This discouraging failure gave the last blow to Mr. Wick- 
bam's hopes, and those of many others equally anxious in the 
cause, and all eyes and expectations were turned towards the 
arriving Russian army under General Korsakoff, whose ad- 
vanced guard was about to reach the Rhine at Schaffhausen. 
Mr. Wickham repaired thither to give them the welcome, and 
had the pleasure to meet Colonel (now Greneral) Ramsay and 
Colonel Clinton, who were invested with official characters, and 
who announced to him the speedy arrival of Lieutenant- 
General the Earl of Mulgrave, whom the British Cabinet were 
sending to the Archduke's head-quarters. 

A few days elapsed during which the Russian army gradually 
arrived, and took up some positions which the Austrians eva- 
cuated, and a sort of anticipation began to prevail that the 
Austrian Cabinet had ordered a retreat instead of a co-operation 
with the newly arrived auxiliaries. It was known that a 
French army was preparing to cross the Rhine between Stras- 
burgh and Basle, and on the evening of the day when Lord 
Mulgrave arrived, and was intending to proceed to the Arch- 
duke's head-quarters the following morning, intelligence was 
brought to Mr. Wickham at Schaffhausen that all the draught 



150 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE [1700 

horses, within a certain distance around, had been unexpectedly 
put in requisition by the Austrian commissariat, and ordered to 
be in readiness on an extensive piece of ground on the Zurich 
road at an early hour the following morning. This alarming 
intelligence induced Mr. Wickham and Lord Mulgrave to set 
out early, so as to reach that spot at the appointed time ; but 
Captain Forster (Lord Mulgrave's aide-de-camp, who since lost 
his life in Egypt in the expedition under the command of Sir 
Ralph Abercro'mbie), and the writer having had the advantage 
of a few minutes' earlier rising, arrived on the ground, and 
beheld immense bodies of Austrian forces on their march ex- 
tending to the right and left of the roads, among which were 
to be seen the Archduke^s carriages. Not much time was left 
for deliberation, and during the short interval fresh horses were 
put to the carriages, baggage waggons, &c. I ventured to 
address the Archduke, stating that Mr. Wickham was on the 
road accompanied by the Earl of Mulgrave, whom he was 
anxious to have the honour of introducing to H. R. H. The 
Archduke looked grave, angry, and embarrassed, and after 
expressing, and desiring to be conveyed to Mr. Wickham, his 
regret that his orders were of such urgent nature as not to 
admit of any the least delay, beckoned to proceed ; but a sign 
to Captain Forster, who stood at a short distance on a higher 
bank, whence he had a view of the road behind us, enabled 
him to telegraph, as it were, to Mr. Wickham and his com- 
panion, who were in an open carriage which just then came 
in sight; they cut across the field at right angles, and had 
the good fortune to present themselves before H. R. H.'s 
carriage just in time. We then saw from a distance the Arch- 
duke alighting and walking into the grounds of a gentleman's 
house, accompanied by Mr. Wickham and the Earl. Their in- 
terview lasted about half an hour, during which the troops 
remained still— rwhen the Archduke re-entered his carriage, and 
the whole mass of troops proceeded on as before. We sll went 
back immediately to Schaffhauseu, where Mr. Wickham sat 
down to write dispatches, wherein was conveyed the intelligence 
of his unexpected and accidental meeting with the Archduke in 
full retreat, and of H. R. H. having consented to leave a body 
of troops amounting to 10,000 or 12,000 men under the 
command of General Hotze, to co-operate with the Russians .... 
A very few days elapsed in perfect tranquillity, which we had 
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reason to observe were not improved to advantage by the newly 
arrived auxiliaries^ in making themselves acquainted with the 
nature of the country and positions ; the officers of the staflf 
remained in idle indifference, the men crowded the public 
houses, others broke into the vineyards, the produce of which 
was still unripe, and got the dysentery ; in short, their want of 
discipline affording a sad contrast with the admirable conduct 
of the Austrians, completed the discouragement of the country 
occupied, and favour^ gloomy anticipations of coming events. 



(No. 18.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Cop J.) SchafiPliausen : I5th August, 1799. 

My Lord, — In one of my first dispatches I informed 
your Lordship that the Archduke had assured me that 
his own army was extremely feeble, and that General 
Massena had 20,000 infantry more than H.K.H. in Switz- 
erland. 

From this assertion I was led to suppose that H.R.H.'s 
army was really very weak. 

Since my return from the little Cantons I have had the 
means of ascertaining its real force. I have visited the 
whole, battalion by battalion, and I can venture to assure 
your Lordship, what you will probably learn with sur- 
prise, that H.R.H. has not less than thirty-nine complete 
battalions of regular infantry and two battalions of Croats 
between Zurich and Coblentz, a small town at the junction 
of the Aar and the Rhine. 

In this calculation the garrison of Zurich and the troops 
encamped before the town are not included. H.R.H. has 
besides under his immediate command a corps on the 
other side of the Rhine, in the forest towns, and the 
corps of Generals Jellachich and Bay, consisting of fifteen 
battalions. 

I have not been able to learn the strength of the 
cavalry with the same accuracy, but H.R.H. himself 
admitted that it was very superior to that of the enemy. 

I cannot obtain any accurate infornxation of the enemy's 
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force, which has certainly been increased of late, but the 
highest calculations do not make it exceed 75,000 men 
from Basle to Geneva. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord Grbkyillb. 

(No. 19.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grrenville. 

(Copy.) Scbaffhausen : 15tli August, 1700. 

My Lord, — On Monday the 6th inst. I had the honour 
of a very long conversation with the Archduke on the 
subject of the Kussian army, which H.R.H. assured me 
had arrived on the frontiers wholly unfurnished with 
many of those essential articles without which an army 
cannot possibly act, particularly a commissariat, hospitals, 
light artillery, and pontoons, and that no magazines what- 
ever had been formed for its subsistence. 

H.R.H. then observed that all these wants might be 
provided for from his own stores and magazines, but that 
there was another point which he considered as much 
more serious, meaning the spirit of pillage and plunder 
that prevailed among the Russian troops in general, of 
which he said that he had no idea until he had read the 
official reports on the subject from the army of Italy, 
which he said were really dreadful ; that he was under 
the most serious apprehensions lest the example should 
prove fatal to his own army, the discipline of which is at 
this moment most admirable, and has gained the Austrians 
the entire affection of the people of this country. 

I observed, in answer, that, though I feared there was 
too much reason to believe that the accounts from Italy 
were well founded, yet this army had a very different 
reputation, and that its conduct on the march had been 
exemplary ; which H.R.H. admitted, but remarked at the 
same time that the troops had been everywhere well fed 
and taken care of on their march, but that the case would 
be very different when they came to live on their pay ; 
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and that he was seriously alarmed at an expression of 
General Korsakoff, who, when he was questioned about 
his magazines, had answered that his Cossacks would 
always take care to keep them well furnished. 

It should seem from this conversation that, on the 6th 
inst., H.RH. had no notion that the Eussian troops were 
intended to form a separate army, though, as I have 
before mentioned to your Lordship, the Count de Die- 
trichstein had already given a hint of what was intended 
to General Hotze. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Loid Gbehtille. 

(No. 20.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenviUe. 

(Copy.) Schaffhausen : 16tli August, 1799. 

For these last three weeks I have been frequently 
assured by persons who had the honour of the Austrian 
army and the personal glory of the Archduke much at 
heart, that the Archduke's inaction was owing to positive 
orders from the Court of Vienna, which absolutely forbad 
any forward movement of the army until the arrival of a 
person of confidence from Vienna, who would bring with 
him the final arrangement that would then have been 
made for the conduct of the campaign. 

This language, which your Lordship will observe by 
no means agrees with that which the Archduke himself 
had holden to me on my arrival in this country, was 
probably occasioned by the certainty which those gentle- 
men had acquired of my having found means at last to 
inform myself of the real state and strength of the 
Austrian army. As long as the Archduke's effective force 
was supposed to be really inferior to that of the enemy, 
neither the Court nor the Archduke could be blamed for 
H.RH.'s inaction, but from the moment it was discovered, 
as is really the case, that he was considerably superior to 
Massena, even in infantry, it became necessary for his 
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reputation that some reason should be assigned for his 
conduct, and I have been informed of late that the same 
language has been holden by the whole army, and that it 
was not only justified, but encouraged, by H.K.H.'s 
friends. 

Whether or no these gentlemen were fully warranted 
in their assertions I cannot presume to say, but they now 
again hold another language, and the Court of London is 
brought forward to cover the irreparable fault which the 
Archduke was advised to commit in not attacking Massena 
immediately after the taking of Zurich, and suffering him 
to retire from his position before that place unmolested, 
and even unobserved. 

On Wednesday the 17th inst. I was informed that the 
Count de Dietrichstein had arrived the preceding day at 
Klotten with the plan of the campaign, concerning the 
nature of which not a word transpired until the Sunday 
following, the 11th inst., when the Count came to Zurich 
and called on General Hotze, who the same day went 
over to the Archduke's head- quarters. 

On Monday I called on the General, when to my great 
surprise I was received with such marked coldness and 
incivility that, though I was determined not to appear to 
notice it myself, yet I could not prevent its being observed 
by the persons who were present. 

In the afternoon of the same day Colonel Plunkett 
waited on me to explain the reasons of this very unac- 
countable conduct on the part of the General, from whom 
I had hitherto received every outwark mark of civility 
and attention. 

He began by informing me that the Count de Dietrich- 
stein had brought positive orders to the Archduke not on 
any account whatever, or under any circumstances^ to 
attack the enemy, or to make any forward movement, 
but to withdraw his army from Switzerland, and not to 
leave a single Austrian soldier in the country^ which was 
immediately to be occupied by the Russians, who, with 



1709] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 155 

30,000 men, reinforced by a column of 12,000 or 15,000 
men from Italy, were to take the same positions which 
the Archduke now defends with an army of 80,000 men 
at least, and that M. de Dietrichstein had expressly in- 
formed H.B.H. that his Court was so sensible of the pain 
this measure would occasion him, that the Emperor would 
never have consented to it if the Courts of London and 
Petersbui^, and especially the first, had not positively 
insisted on it as the condition on which alone his Impe- 
rial Majesty would obtain the assistance of the Russian 
army, now in the pay of Great Britain. 

He then added that the Archduke was determined to 
obey literally the orders he had received, but that he was 
at the same time mortified and indignant to the last 
degree, and that all the generals and stafi* officers to whom 
M. de Dietrichstein's mission had been communicated in 
detail partook of the same sentiments, which in the course 
of a few days would become common to all the officers 
and soldiers of the army, from whom the cause of their 
retreat would certainly not be concealed. 

Colonel Plunkett then began to point out to me all the 
fatal consequences of the measure, which, as they were 
all repeated to me by the Archduke, I shall mention to 
your Lordship in another part of this dispatch. 

Amongst them, I could not help observing that he 
dwelt with particular satis&ction on the disorders that he 
said would be committed in Switzerland by the Eussian 
army, and the results that such conduct would probably 
occasion in different parts of the country. 

I did not think it became me to enter into any expla- 
nation on the subject with Colonel Plunkett, but deter- 
mined to see the Archduke immediately. On Tuesday it 
was not in my power, General Korsakofi* having been 
engaged in conferences at Klotten the whole day, but 
yesterday I had the honour of a long conversation with 
H.R.H., whom I found on my way to Klotten, in a 
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private house, of which he had taken possession to ob- 
serve the afiair before Zurich. 

H.E.H. received me at first in a manner that was as 
unusual as it was unpleasant, but after I had talked with 
him some time on the subject of the action, and given 
him some details that I had observed at Zurich, his 
coolness wore ofi*, and he took me aside and began him- 
self to speak on the subject of the orders he had received 
from the Court of Vienna. 

He told me that they were so positive and explicit that 
it was impossible for him not to comply with them with- 
out being guilty of direct disobedience to the orders of 
the Emperor. He was aware, he said, that I was about 
to observe that circumstances had happened which ren- 
dered the execution of those orders inexpedient, and even 
highly dangerous, particularly that the defence of the 
Bhine and of Swabia would be impossible if the Russians 
were defeated in Switzerland, and even that Italy might 
be again in danger ; adding that he should not have hesi- 
tated, as he had frequently done before in similar cases, 
to have acted according to these new circumstances, if the 
orders which he had received had been purely of a military 
nature, but that it was expressly stated to him that this 
new destination of his army was founded entirely on poli- 
tical expediency, of the nature of which he had not been 
informed ; so that, when meaning to do the greatest good 
according to his plain way of seeing the thing, he might 
possibly ruin all the political combinations of his own 
Court and those of the other great powers engaged in the 
war. 

H.R.H. then dwelt on the state of the Russian army, 
repeating to me the observations which your Lordship 
will find detailed in my No. 19, and entering at large into 
the nature of the war in Switzerland, and all the difficul- 
ties which it presented ; adding how utterly impossible it 
was that an army so ill-provided with everything, and 
particularly with the articles most essentially necessary 
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for a campaign in that country, could maintain itself in 
the position which he now occupied, much less attempt 
to advance into the inner parts of Switzerland. H.B.H. 
then pointed out many of the local difficulties, and dwelt 
particularly on the passage of the limmat, the Beuss (?), 
and the Aar, each of which rivers the want of pontoons 
in the Eussian army would render successively an eflfec- 
tual barrier to the French, and enable them to detach 
either to Italy or to Alsace with safety. He then dwelt 
on the situation of the inhabitants of the country, whether 
the French or the Kussians should succeed, and concluded 
by expressing his astonishment that the Court of London, 
which must have been acquainted with the nature and 
circumstances of this country, could ever have formed so 
wild and rash a project. 

As I found H.R.H. so firm, not to say violent, in his 
language, I knew that it would be useless to attempt to 
divert him from his resolution, and having at least five or 
six days before me (during which time it would be im- 
possible for H.R.H. to make his retreat), I determined to 
proceed to this place, have a full conversation with M, 
de Korsakoff*, and then return to Klotten, and endeavour 
to make H.R.H. feel the necessity of making a forward 
movement, were it only for his own honour and reputa- 
tion. 

I was the more inclined to take this step because I had 
the hope of finding Lord Mulgrave here, and of learning 
from his Lordship the real plan of the campaign, and 
being favoured with his advice and assistance, of which I 
stand in the utmost need. Besides, in point of fact, I not 
only have no mission to the Archduke, and consequently 
no right to speak to H.R.H. on such subjects, but the 
Austrian officers have taken care to let me understand 
that such is the light in which they consider my situation, 
my mission, as they say, never having been announced to 
them officially from Vienna ; and your Lordship will have 
learnt before this reaches you that Lord Mulgrave him- 
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self will not be received in any public character here. I 
have, however, some reason to hope and believe that I 
did not leave the Archduke without having made some 
impression on his mind. 

Far from attempting to contradict H.R.H., the more 
he deplored the evils that would follow this measure the 
more I lamented them, more particularly so on account 
of H.R.H. personally, and I exaggerated as much as 
possible the fatal consequences by which they would be 
followed, from the effects of some of which, I observed, 
that even H.R.H.'s great name and military reputation 
could not possibly preserve him. I only answered, with 
respect to the Court of London, that H.R.H., on a little 
further consideration, must be sensible that his Majesty's 
Government would have had no share in so wild, extra- 
vagant, and weak a plan as I admitted this to be, adding 
that I knew nothing myself of the real projects that had 
been formed for the campaign, but that I was certain, in 
the first instance, that whatever those projects might have 
been, it was never intended that they should not have 
been subject to circumstances, and that if the Courts of 
Petersburg and London had determined to keep the 
Russian army together, and to make it act on the lefk of 
H.R.H., they must always have supposed an army suffi- 
ciently strong and furnished with everything necessary for 
such an undertaking ; they must have supposed, besides, 
judging from the first appearance of the campaign, that 
H.RH.'s army would long before this have been masters 
of nearly the whole of Switzerland, and that General 
Hotze would have remained in Switzerland with a small 
corps of Austrians to have assisted in the levy and forma- 
tion of the Swiss corps ; that the situation of the country 
would have permitted before this time an effective Swiss 
force to have been levied, and that the re-estabhshment 
of the ancient Governments would have given us the 
assistance of the militia and of the landstunn. I added, 
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that I had been informed by Colonel Eamsay* that the 
Court of Vienna had promised to furnish the Kussians on 
their arrival on these frontiers with everything they should 
want, but that, whether Colonel Eamsay had been rightly 
informed or no, the Court of Vienna could not have been 
ignorant of the real state of the army from the first 
b^inning of its march through the Austrian frontiers, 
during the whole of which it had been accompanied by 
Austrian officers, and that H.E.H. himself had been 
informed now more than a month of the different objects 
of which it stood in need. 

This communication was carried on for half an hour in 
a room in which were several other persons, who were 
attentive to all that passed, and who observed that H.R.H. 
spoke with unusual earnestness, and seemed much affected, 
and he took leave of me in a manner very different from 
that with which he had at first received me. 

On my arrival here to-day I found M. de Korsakoff* 
waiting for me with great impatience, having received a 
message from the Archduke to proceed immediately to 
Klotten upon an affair of considerable importance, 

I had therefore scarcely time to see him for a quarter 
of an hour, during which time I learnt from him that the 
Archduke had holden to him nearly the same language 
which he had holden to me ; that he had made the 
strongest remonstrances to H.R.H. on the subject, but all 
in vain; that he had offered either to attack with the 
Russians, provided the Archduke would remain and 
support him, or to give H.R.H. all the honour and glory 
of the enterprise, and that he, with his Russians, would 
act as a corps de reserve. 

He stiid, however, that he had made no impression 
whatever, and all he had learnt at Klotten was, * that the 
Archduke was a mere child in leading strings, and the 

• Colonel, afterwards General, spector-general of Swiss levies, 
John Ramsay succeeded Colonel lie died in 1845. 
Crauiurd as Commissary and In- 
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Count de Dietrichstein a faLse, intriguing scoundrel' 
(coquin). 

The remainder of the short time I passed with him was 
employed in endeavouring to calm him, and in entreating 
that he would take into consideration the Archduke's 
personal situation, and particulariy the presence of M. 
de Dietrichstein, without whose authority H.K.H. could 
not act, and make every possible allowance for all that 
H.K.H. must suffer from this mortifying circumstance. 
He promised to make every sacrifice in his power of his 
own personal feelings ; but that he owed it to himself, 
to his Sovereign, and to his brave troops, to oblige the 
Archduke to commit himself in such a manner, as that 
the honour of the Eussian army should be preserved by 
H.RH.'s direct refusal to act in either of the above cases, 
and that he would insist on receiving that refusal in 
writing ; he said that he should then take the position of 
the limmat (abandoning the Cantons of Schweitz and 
Glarus, 'vvhich could not possibly be defended with so 
small a force), and then wait the worst, satisfied with 
having done his duty to the utmost of his means. What 
these means are Colonel Eamsay will explain to your 
Lordship. They are certainly wholly inadequate to the 
enterprise. 

I asked both the Archduke and M. de Korsakoff 
whether it did not enter into the plan, that a part of the 
army of Italy should take the place of General Bay and 
Jellachich, and whether arrangements to that effect had 
not been made. The Archduke answered me in a doubt- 
ful manner on that point, saying that certainly some 
troops were to come from Italy, but he did not know 
how many, nor when they would march, and that his 
orders related only to the army of M. de Korsakoff, for 
which he must immediately make room. M. de Korsa- 
koff himself said that he had heard nothing of any such 
arrangement 

It is unnecessary for me to say to your Lordship, that 
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the Austrians are perfectly right when they assert that 
M. de Korsakoff cannot possibly advance with his present 
force, wanting (as they say, and as Colonel Eamsay con- 
firms to me) both light artillery, pontoons, magazines of 
every kind, and hospitals, and that it is equally impossible 
for that General alone to maintain himself on the Limmat. 
Your Lordship will also not fail to observe that M. de 
KorsakoflTs notion of being able to defend the Limmat 
without the Cantons of Schweitz and Glariis is a very 
mistaken one, there being no point on which his left can 
rest; neither in fact would his line be shortened if he 
abandoned those Cantons, because it must extend along 
the whole lake of Zurich, and from thence to the ex- 
tremity of the lake of Wallenstadt, before it could find 
any support at all, from the nature of the country. 

In that case the line from Eapperschwyl to Wallenstadt 
would be full as long as that from the same place to 
Brunnen, and the Canton of Uri must be in both cases 
defended by a separate corps, as without the possession 
of that Canton no army could ever venture either to 
advance in the south-west of Switzerland, or to maintain 
itself anywhere in the north-east but by very superior 
numbers. 

But even if (as I presume to be the real plan) a 
column of the Eussian army fi:om Italy is to enter the 
Canton of Uri, and leaving a sufficient force for the pro- 
tection of that Canton, proceed from thence to Schweitz, 
this column must be very strong, certainly not less than 
20,000 men, and even then it cannot remain there with 
any safety; for until M. de Korsakoff's army on the 
Limmat shall be provided with pontoons, General Massena 
has nothing to do but to destroy the bridge of Zurich 
(which it is admitted that he may do at any time), and 
he will have his whole army at liberty to march in a 
mass against the Canton of Schweitz, the position of which 
is so very extensive, that General Jellachich, vnih fifteen 
strong battalions and the contingents of the Cantons, owes 

VOL. II. M 
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his safety only to the offensive position of the Archduke, 
who would throw bridges over the limmat, and fall on 
the rear of the French the moment they should march in 
force towards Schweitz. 

On the other hand, General Massena might at any time 
pass the Limmat (of the passage of which river he is 
master in three different places), and fall with his whole 
force on M. de Korsakoff, who could not possibly be sup- 
ported in less than two days by the corps from the Canton 
of Schweitz. 

I forbear to say anything of the dreadful consequences 
that will follow this premature retreat of the Archduke, 
when considered with respect to Switzerland itself. They 
will all, I am sure, be but too obvious to your Lordship. 

How they are to be avoided is more than I can at 
present presume to say. I am not without a hope, from 
the temper in which I left the Archduke yesterday, that 
M. de Korsakoff may make some impression on him to- 
day. It is possible also that General Jellachich may 
have been so beaten as to oblige H.E.H. to make an 
attack on the main army of the French as the only means 
of saving that General and his corps from destruction. 

I most earnestly hope that this may be the case, as I 
am entirely persuaded that nothing is to be obtained from 
the Court of Vienna. 

The same mischievous counsels that have ruined the 
fairest hopes of Europe on so many other occasions are 
but too visible here, and from many concurrent circum- 
stances I have reason to fear that all the fatal conse- 
quences that must necessarily follow the Archduke's 
premature retreat have been foreseen, and the whole 
mischief premeditated and contrived at that Court. 

My reasons for forming this opinion I will have the 
honour of stating to your Lordship in detail on another 
occasion ; at present I will only venture to remind your 
Lordship that during the whole course of my former 
mission, no measure tending either to give honour, sta- 
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bility, or security to Switzerland, or to bring forward 
any of the French Princes, or to restore royalty in France 
in the person of the lawful claimant to the crotvn^ was ever 
proposed by his Majesty's Government to the Court of 
Vienna, that was not received with a certain quantity of 
fair words, and afterwards effectually counteracted, at the 
risk of committing the dearest interests of the House of 
Austria. I shall write to Lord Minto immediately on the 
subject of this dispatch ; M. de Korsakoff will write at 
the same time to the Bussian Minister, and I trust that 
between them they will find means of obliging the 
Austrian Minister either to furnish the Eussian army with 
what is necessary for the great piu-poses for which it is 
destined, or to leave the Archduke in Switzerland till it 
shall be provided with these articles from some other 
quarter. 

In the meantime nothing shall be neglected here that 
can persuade or force H.E.H. to maintain his position, 
notwithstanding M. de Dietrichstein. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord Gbbntillb. 

(No. 21.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Schftflfhausen : 16th August, 1799. 

My Lord, — ^In the course of last night M. de Kor- 
sakoff, who remained at Klotten, sent orders to all the 
Eussiaiis within reach of this place, about 7,000 men, to 
march after him to Eglisau, and this evening we learn, 
that in consequence of General Jellachich's defeat, which 
appears to have been total, the Archduke, as the only 
means of saving the rest of his corps from destruction, 
will pass the Aar between the Limmat and the Khine in 
the course of this night, and fall on the rear of the enemy. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm, Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord OBismriLLE. 

M 2 
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Mr. Wickham to Lord Minto. 

(Private.) Schaffhausen : 17tli Aug., 1799, 5 a.m. 

My Dear Lord, — ^I know not how to thank your Lord- 
ship sufficiently for your two kind letters. 

The enclosed will show your Lordship how I have been 
occupied and tormented of late, and I hope will suffi- 
ciently explain if not excuse my silence. 

The cannon has been roaring on the side of the Aar 
ever since I woke this morning i.e, since three o'clock ; 
how early it began I know not, but as the sound retires 
further from us and is at the same time much less fre- 
quent, I have no doubt but that the passage is effected. 

It is to Moreau alone that we owe this enterprise, one 
of the greatest unquestionably of the whole war. 

I leave to your Lordship's discretion to make what use 
you think proper of the enclosed dispatches. 

It is only important that it should not be known at 
Yienna that the Archduke ever talks to me in confi- 
dence. I particularly wish you would bum the Drafts 
when you shall have read them. 

I am setting out this instant foi: the Aar, from whence 
I have no doubt you will soon receive good tidings. I 
cannot however conclude without repeating to your Lord- 
ship my thanks for your very kind letters, and without 
assuring you of my anxious desire to merit a continuation 
of the friendship with which you have hitherto honoured 
me. 

Mrs. Wickham desires to join with me in best compli- 
ments to your Lordship, and I remain with the highest 
regard, &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

P.S. — I have the last Cyphers with me, but I can 
seldom use them, as I dare not bring them near the Enemy. 
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Mr. Wickham to Field Marshal* Suworow. 

(Translation.) Confidential. Zurich : 22nd August, 1799. 

Monsieur le Mar^chal, — ^The events which are taking 
place in this country are so extraordinary and so heart- 
rending, that I should consider I was wanting in duty if 
I did not inform your Excellency of them myself. 

You cannot be ignorant that since the 6th of June to 
the 15th of this month, one of the finest armies that the 
House of Austria ever equipped for the field, commanded 
by the Archduke Charles in person, has remained within 
its lines at this place from whence I have the honour to 
write to your Excellency, without undertaking anything 
against the enemy's position. Your Excellency must even 
have heard with distress, if not with surprise, that on the 
15th of this month, in sight of forty-six powerful battalions 
encamped between Zurich and the Ehine, the enemy has 
detached a very considerable force on our left, forced all 
the Austrian army into the little Cantons, and cut off all 
the communications with Italy, penetrated into the Grisons, 
where he maintains himself, and has even made himself 
master of the important and almost impregnable position 
of Mount St. Gothard. 

The very day that this deplorable event happened, and 
while it was in part going on under our eyes, I hear for 
the first time, and from the Archduke's own mouth, 
that H.E.H. had just received positive orders to retire 
with his army from Switzerland, and not to leave a single 
Austrian in the country, the positions of which he was to 
leave to M. de Korsakoff. H.K.H. further assured me 
that he was resolved to obey literally and immediately the 
orders he had received. 

I vainly represented *that any plan whatever of a 



* Memorandum endorsed on officers lest it should fall into the 

thia despatch : ' This is the original hands of the Austrian Cabinet.^^ 

letter returned to me by one of W. W.' 
Marshall Suworow*s Austrian staff 
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campaign ought to be made subordinate to the events of 
war, and that in demanding that the army of M. de 
Korsakoff should rest on that commanded by your Excel- 
lency, the Courts of Petersburg and London had always 
supposed that it would be strong enough to be able to act 
independently of all foreign aid, and that it would be 
provided with everything necessary to make war in a 
country intersected by high mountains and great rivers, 
which does not produce nearly enough to feed its own 
inhabitants.' 

I reminded H.K.H., though without effect, * that M, 
de Korsakoff not being able to maintain himself in 
Switzerland vnth 33,000,* the Austrian army would 
be obliged for that very reason to abandon the Ehine, 
and that the enemy would not fail to profit by this state 
of things to penetrate into the Tyrol, take the Milanese 
and Piedmont from the rear, check your army in its 
victorious career, and endanger the conquests which your 
Excellency has made for the House of Austria.' 

M. de Korsakoff's representations being as fruitless as 
my own, all was made ready for the evacuation of Swit- 
zerland, when H.K.H., feehng all the danger of his 
position, and the terrible responsibility which weighed 
upon him, takes upon himself to check the enemy, pre- 
parations are made at once, the Bussians make an almost 
incredible march to join the Austrians ; but all ends in a 
fruitless attempt to establish a bridge over the Aar, the 
details of which affair your Excellency will, doubtless, 
hear from M. de Korsakoff or the Count de Tolstoi. 

Affairs going from bad to worse in the little Cantons 
and the Grisons, a new attack on the Limmat was contem- 
plated, when, to my very great astonishment, the Arch- 
duke sent me word, by a person of confidence, that the 
orders your Excellency had sent to M. de Korsakoff to 
send 10,000 more men into Italy had made any action on 

* Only 28,000 Riussiaas entered Switzerland under Korsakoff.-^ 
W.W. 



1799] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 167 

the part of the Austrian army impossible, and that he was 
preparing to retire into Germany, throwing a force into 
the Tyrol capable of holding the passes, and leaving M» 
de Korsakoff with his 23,000 men to do what circum- 
stances permitted in Switzerland- 

To have put before H.E.H. a statement of his own 
forces would have been to make the most severe censure 
of his previous conduct, which it did not in any wise 
become me to do. I could, therefore, only deplore the 
fatal resolution which H.E.H. had taken. 

I was ui^ed later to make some attempt, in the name 
of my Courts to stop, or at least delay the departure of 
the Russian column which your Excellency had ordered ; 
to which I answered, plainly enough, * that being abso- 
lutely ignorant of the last arrangements of the two Courts, 
I could not venture to do anything of the kind, being 
besides inwardly certain that H.M. the Emperor of all the 
Eussias would wish to do nothing contrary to his engage- 
ments, and that your Excellency would never have taken 
such a step without the sanction of his Sovereign.' But^ 
alarmed at the terrible results which the retreat of the 
Austrians would bring, as well upon themselves, and on 
the unfortunate country in which I now am, as on the 
whole of Europe, and specially on the two august Sove- 
reigns whom we have the honour to serve ; knowing, 
moreover, the Austrians well enough to believe them 
capable of keeping their word and retiring in good 
earnest, I took upon myself to exhort M. de Korsakoff 
most strongly to make the reinforcement for your Excel- 
lency march as near as possible to Mount St. Gothard, 
where, while satisfying the demands of the Austrians, and 
thus depriving them of any pretext for retiring, he would 
be at hand to support the operations of H.E.H. in the 
little Cantons, to march direct to your Excellency by that 
mountain (the shortest way) in case of success, and to pass 
by the valley of the Ehine to the Lake of Como, if the 
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Austrians, after all their promises, refused to resume the 
offensive. 

M. de Korsakoff finding this measure far preferable to 
the one he had at first thought he ought to take — ^viz., 
for his troops to make the ditour of the Tyrol, I insisted 
to the Archduke, in the name of my Ciourt, as an express 
condition, not only that H.R.H should attack the enemy 
at once, but also that he should attack with all his force ; 
should force him from his position, pursue him in the 
event of success, and not desist till at least the first great 
passes into Italy, particularly that of the St. Gothard, 
were entirely free. 

Such is the state of things here, where I am without 
any other means of fulfilling the orders of my Sovereign 
than abundance of zeal and good will. You, Monsieur 
le Marshal, are fortunate to have in your hands th6 
means of carrying your Sovereign's will into effect. 

I need not point out to your Excellency how grievous 
will be our position if the Austrians fail to keep their 
word. I content myself with soliciting the honour of 
your counsels and orders, in case I can contribute any- 
thing by my feeble efforts to a better state of things. 

I have the honour to be with all respect, Monsieur le 
Marechal, your Excellency's very obedient and humble 
Servant, 

Wm. Wickham, 

Minister Plenipotentiary of H.6.M. in Switzerland. 
To His Excellency M. Lb Comtb j>b Suwobow, ftc, &c., &c.^ 

Extract from a letter written by Mr. Wickham in 1838. 

Whatever may have been its [i.e., Mr. Wickham's dispatch to 
Marshal Suworow, of August 22, 1799,] importance, it is now 
only of value as setting right the purposely obscured history of 
the Archduke's retreat, and the part that we took in that trans- 
action — a part that has been grossly aud foully misrepresented ; 
the gross lie of the Austrian Cabinet on that subject having 
been greedily seized and adopted by the French, and spread by 
them through various channels, till it has at last taken its place 
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as a matter of uDcontroverted and supposed uncontrovertible 
history. There can be no doubt that a great part of the deep 
interest which Soult took in ray two dispatches of the 9th 
and 10th September, arose from his extreme surprise at the un- 
compromising nature of my denunciation on the head of the 
advisers of that measure, and the consequences to which it led^ 
in direct opposition to his received and fixed opinions on the 
subject of near forty years' standing. I am now sorry that I did 
not show him also this dispatch of the 22nd August. 

Lord Minto to Mr. Wickham. 

Vienna: 24th Aug., 1799. 
(Received 29th Aug., 6 a.m.) 

My Dear Sir, — ^I received your letter of the 17th with 
enclosures, yesterday at seven in the morning, your 
messenger having been but four days and a half on the 
road. I cannot sufficiently thank you for all the in- 
formation the copies of your dispatches to Lord Gren villa 
have afforded me. I feel more than ever the great im- 
portance of a frequent and confidential communication 
with you, for there are few points that either you may 
treat of separately at head quarters, or I at Vienna, the dis- 
cussion of which will not be repeated with the other, and 
I feel extremely anxious that I should not by any possibility 
be counteracting you, or exposing our Government to the 
reproach of inconsistency. Another motive for this inter- 
course is the impossibility of my obtaining just views of 
anything in your quarter by other means, my only other 
source of information being M. de Thugut himself ; and 
although I do not find him backward in giving me any 
information I desire, and I am unwilling to say or even 
suspect that he would change the body of the facts them- 
selves, yet I know he uses his discretion as to the colour^ 
which is, however, often as material towards a know- 
ledge of the truth as the outhne itself can be. He 
is certainly a great master of colouring^ and there is 
the less wonder- as he is perpetually exercising that 
talent. It is very observable in the representation he has 
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made to the Arch Duke of his motives for withdrawing 
him from Switzerland as soon as Korsikow's corps should 
arrive, by ascribing that measure to the positive demand 
of our Court. There is a small portion of truth at the 
bottom of this falsehood, for the plan of confiding Switzer- 
land and the operations beyond Switzerland to the 
Kussian army was undoubtedly conceived in London and 
pressed on this Court. But this plan was approved of on 
the supposition of the Eussian force being such as to un- 
dertake separately the service in Switzerland with at least 
a possibility of success ; in the next place that the Arch 
Duke's army should remain on their right on the upper 
Ehine, for the purpose of co-operating with the Eussians 
when they advanced into France, and also of affording 
assistance in Switzerland itself if it should come to be 
wanted. Nothing could be less like the truth than the 
colour given to this transaction by M. de Thugut, that 
England insisted on the Arch Duke's evacuating Switzer- 
land on the aiTival of the Eussians at all events and in all 
circumstances, and especially in the present circumstances ; 
and yet more with a view as was but lately intended of 
marching the Arch Duke's army down to Mayence. The 
misrepresentation in the present instance approaches 
nearer to direct falsehood, as of late it has been directly con- 
trary to the fact. You will see from the enclosed extract 
of my dispatch to Lord Grenville that the principal 
object of my first conference was to deprecate in the 
King's name the perverse execution of this plan in cir- 
cumstances which rendered it so prejudicial, and to press 
for the continuance of the Arch Duke in Switzerland for 
the purpose of completing the deliverance of that country 
with the assistance of Korsikow. I am indeed happy to 
find that I was precisely seconding at Vienna all you was 
doing at Zurich. You will observe the reasons which led 
me to despair of success in this negotiation, and to say the 
truth, although I never once saw M. de Thugut without 
returning to the charge, and although he gave me, some 




1790] EIGHT HON. WILLIAiT WICKHAM. 171 

little time before the reverses which have lately been ex- 
perienced in Switzerland, hopes of a more favourable dis- 
position ; and I may now acquaint you with a total adop- 
tion, for the present, of all we have been recommending, 
yet I must take no other merit than that of diligence and 
zeal, and I must acknowledge that I ascribe the change 
altogether to the nature of the late events, and to the 
negotiation of Moreau rather than to yours or mine. On 
the receipt of your dispatches I sent to the Eussian 
Ambassador to desire to see him. I proposed to make a 
joint application to M. de Thugut, pressing him in the 
strongest terms, and on the strength of the late events, to 
obtain the Emperor's orders first for the Arch Duke's re- 
maining in Switzerland in order to restore afiairs in that 
country to the same state in which they were before the 
irruption of the Enemy into the Canton of Schweitz, and 
until the custody of what was already recovered, and the 
future operations for the entire expulsion of the French 
from the remainder of Switzerland might be committed, 
with real safety and with real advantage to the service, 
into other hands. In the next place, that directions should 
be given to supply the Eussian army with the various 
articles of which they appear to be in want, so far as it is 
possible to do so, on the assurance that the Emperor of 
Eussia will replace them, or account for their value. — ^The 
Comte de Eosamonsky entered perfectly into my views, 
and promised to support me in these demands, but thought 
it best to go separately instead of asking for a joint con- 
ference. — ^I was not appointed till late in the evening, 
which has prevented my dispatching your messenger 
till this morning. I found still worse news than you had 
sent me — M. de Thugut had received by Estaffette ac- 
counts of the Enemy having already penetrated into the 
Grisons, and caused considerable alarm in the Tirol — My 
negotiation on the first point was therefore not difficult. 
M. de Thugut gave me immediately the assurance that 
orders would be sent without delay to the Arch Duke to 
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remain in Switzerland, and to take any measure that was 
necessary for retrieving the late disasters. In the next 
place, on my pressing him strongly and on a pretty full 
debate on the subject, he also promised that the Arch 
Duke should remain in that country until he could place 
it safely in the hands of the Bussians, and that when he 
should retire from Switzerland, he should remain on the 
upper Ehine for the purpose of co-operation as formerly 
settled. But he desired very earnestly that I might not 
acquaint you with this last part of the arrangement — ^I 
mean the Arch Duke's remaining eventually in Switzer- 
land to act with the Eussian troops for a time, that is to 
say till they are in sufficient force for the service, and 
afterwards on the upper Ehine ; as he was apprehensive of 
the Arch Duke's taking oflence if he should learn these 
dispositions from any other quarter before they were com- 
municated to him by the Emperor. I know, however, 
that with this caution I may safely confide the whole to 
you, observing only that it would be very prejudicial to 
the frankness of M. Thugut's communications with me, 
if it should appear that the matter has been disclosed 
contrary to his intention. The orders will be dispatched 
in a day or two at furthest. — ^With regard to furnishing 
pontoons and other articles to the Eussian army, the 
answer was general, that they had little to spare, but they 
would do what they could. It is indeed the only answer 
that could be expected. He then expressed the greatest 
impatience for the speedy arrival of the Eussian troops 
from Italy in Switzerland, as a measure absolutely neces- 
sary for preventing the greatest misfortunes, and I confess 
I feel the same wish on that subject. If any difficulty 
should arise on the part of Suwarow, and you should 
have an opportunity to throw in some support to this 
measure, I hope you will see no objection to doing so. 
I have presented a note to that effijct ; and the Emperor's 
orders must have been received by F. M. Suwarow ere now. 
•— I think I can perceive some uneasiness in M. de Thugut 
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respecting the manner in which Suwarow may receive 
these orders, especially in the present career of victory. 
But in truth, though the Eussian troops ought to march 
without a moment's delay, I should see no inconvenience 
in Suwarow himself remaining a week or two longer in 
Italy, since the Arch Duke is in Switzerland, as well as 
M. de Korsikow. 

You will now be surprised to learn another change rcr 
specting Lord Mulgrave. I had never missed an oppor- 
tunity of touching on this ungracious subject, and I 
renewed my instances last night, on the ground of the 
alteration made in the plan with respect to the Arch 
Duke'9 army. I represented that by the continuance of 
the Austrian army in Switzerland, and the arrival of the 
^Russians, the very case existed which had at first suggested 
the propriety of military consultation and concert. I also 
dwelt with perfect sincerity on the inestimable advantage 
that might be expected from the intervention of a person 
of Lord Mulgrave's concihating character and talents, in 
those differences which experience has taught us to expect 
between troops and commanders of different nations. I 
also remarked very strongly on the levity of this whole 
proceeding, and expressed my apprehension of the serious 
offence it might naturally give to His Majesty and his 
Government. I found M. de Thugut disposed to give 
way, and I am now authorized to say that Lord Mulgrave 
will be received with great pleasure, and that instructions 
will be sent to the Arch Duke to recognize his Lordship's 
publick character, and to consult and communicate confi- 
dentially with him on the operations of the armies under 
his command. The only qualification given to this measure 
now is that the subject of consultation shall be the 
operation of the troops in the field, and not the general 
plan of the campaign, — a point which the Emperor invari- 
ably reserves to his military council at Vienna. 

May I beg you take every means in your power to 
forward a copy of this part of my letter to Lord Mulgrave, 
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as I am totally at a loss where to look for him, and am 
unwilling to detain your messenger longer, to write a 
separate letter to his Lordship. 

I am most sensible of the kindness with which you are 
so good as to write to me, and I can safely say that I shall 
ever return you full measure of affection and regard. 
Believe me ever, my dear Sir, most faithfully and truly 
yours, MiNTO. 

W. WiGKHAM, Esq., &C,y &C., &C. 

(No. 22.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Schaffhaosen : Saturday, 24th August, 1709. 

My Lord, — On the morning of Saturday last I wrote to 
your Lordship a hasty letter from Eglisau to say that the 
Austrians had not been able to throw a bridge over the 
Aar. 

The failure of that attempt, and the successes of the 
enemy in the little Cantons (of which Colonel Craufurd 
will communicate to your Lordship the particulars) have 
given rise to the very important negotiation which I am 
about to state to your Lordship. 

On the evening of the 17th instant, the Archduke re* 
turned to Klotten, having determined before he left the 
banks of the Aar to abandon altogether the attempt to 
force the passage of that river. 

H.E.H. received at the same time the disastrous intel- 
ligence that the attack of the 14 th had extended quite to 
the Valais, where the enemy had defeated, and almost 
entirely destroyed, the corps of Colonel Strauch — that 
the Austrians had been driven from the whole Canton of 
Uri — that the enemy had established himself on Moimt 
St. Gothard, and even penetrated into the Orisons ; and 
that General Simpchon, who had retired towards Coire, 
entertained the most serious apprehensions for that place, 
and even for Feldkirch. 

On Sunday, the 18th August, General Hotze was de- 
tached with nine battalions to the little Cantons, and the 
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resolution was taken to make another attack, or at least a 
powerful diversion with the main army upon the Limmat. 
In the course of the Sunday General Korsakoff received 
a positive order from Field-Marshall Suworow in the name 
of the Emperor to detach to Italy immediately, and by 
the shortest road, some of the very finest r^ments in the 
Kussian army, making in the whole a corps of rather 
more than 10,000 men, which would have reduced his 
effective force to 20,000 rank and file. This order 
was at the same time communicated to the Archduke 
by Field-Marshall Suworow in a short letter expressed 
in terms which were considered at head-quarters as very 
disrespectful to H.R.H. 

On the evening of Monday the 19th, Colonel Plunkett 
called on me with a message from the Archduke, by 
whom he was charged to state to me the above parti- 
culars, and to add that, under the present circumstances, 
particularly with the enemy at the gates of Coire and 
threatening even Feldkirch, he should feel himself under 
the necessity of retiring immediately towards the Leek, 
after throwing a strong force into the Tyrol and the 
Vorarlberg, unless M. de Korsakoff would take upon him- 
self to detain the 10,000 men which Marshall Suworow 
had demanded ; that he had endeavoured in vain to 
persuade M. de Korsakoff to adopt this measure, and that 
he saw no means whatever of saving Switzerland unless 
Colonel Ramsay and myself would take upon ourselves to 
remonstrate in the name of our Court against Marshall 
Suworow's order, which H.R.H. considered as contrary 
to the subsidiary treaty which had been lately executed 
by the Courts of London and Petersburg. 

I immediately dispatched an answer by Colonel Plun- 
kett in nearly the following terms, which he transmitted 
to IQotten the same night. 

I observed, ' that neither Colonel Ramsay nor myself 
could venture to remonstrate against Mai"shall Suworow's 
order, because, though it was expressly stipulated that 
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the troops furnished by Eussia according to the subsidiary 
treaty should be at his Majesty's disposal, yet we could 
not take upon ourselves to say what were the latest 
engagements entered into between the two Courts, and 
being without instructions in that respect, it was natural 
for us to conclude that the Court of Petersburg would 
not have given to M. de Suworow the power to dispose of 
the whole or any part of the subsidiary army without the 
consent of the Court of London ; but that, penetrated 
with the extreme danger of the present crisis, and fully 
aware of the fatal consequences that must ensue were 
Switzerland to be evacuated, we should not hesitate to 
use our utmost influence in engaging M. de Korsakoff to 
retain the 10,000 men, provided that H.R.H. would 
solemnly engage that he would immediately make a general 
attack on the enemy ^ and not desist until he had opened 
the passages into Italy ^ and that this engagement should 
be made the condition on which alone M. de Korsakoff 
should be asked to take upon himself to disobey Marshall 
Suworow's order/ 

On Tuesday morning, after having communicated the 
above conversation to Colonel Kamsay, to whom M. de 
Korsakoff had never mentioned the order he had received 
from M. de Suworow^ I called on M. de Korsakoff at 
Seebach, where I was informed that he was gone to the 
Archduke's. I immediately followed him to Klotten, 
and found him, together with the Count de Tolstoi (the 
Russian officer appointed to reside at the Austrian head- 
quarters), coming out of H.R.H. 's apartments. • I walked 
with them for near an hour in the village, where tliey in- 
formed me of everything that had passed between them 
and the Archduke on the subject of the proposed plan 
of attack, of which they complained with great reason, 
inasmuch as it was proposed to them to attack with the 
Russians only the position before Zurich, which the 
Austrians themselves liave hitherto taken pains to represent 
as quite impregnable, but neither of them having during 
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that whole time thought proper to say a single word of 
the order which had been tralismitted to them by M. de 
Siiworow, I determined to see the Archduke before I 
Vientioned it to either of them myself. 

I accordingly waited on H.R.H., who expressed himself 
much satisfied with the answer he had received from 
Colonel Plunkett, and assured me, in the most clear and 
positive manner, that he had no difficulty whatever in 
engaging to make a general attack on the enemy with 
his whole force, and to follow up his advantage, in case 
of success, until the enemy should be driven out of Switz- 
erland, provided M. de Korsakoff would retain his 10,000 
men; but that he had found him perfectly unmanage- 
able — that he trembled when the thing was named to 
him, and looked as if he thought the certain consequence 
of his disobedience would be a journey to Siberia. 

H.R.H. then pressed me to follow M. de Korsakoff 
home, and not to leave him until I had carried my point ; 
adding that, if it was required, he would make the 
demand himself in writing in such strong terms as must 
completely justify the measure to the Court of Peters- 
burg as well as to M. de Suworow, and that he autho- 
rized me to make this offer in his name to M. de Korsakoff. 

In the meantime Colonel Eamsay, having found the 
General alone, had mentioned the subject to him, and 
had entirely succeeded, though not without difficulty, in 
engaging him to retain the 10,000 men until the nearest 
passage into Italy should be opened^ upon the condition 
above mentioned, with this additional que, that I should 
myself write to Marshall Suworow to explain the situation 
of affairs here, and show the absolute necessity of the 
measure. 

I readily agreed to this condition, and I have the 
honour to send your Lordship inclosed the copy of my 
letter. It was not an easy matter to justify M. de Kor- 
sakoff without admitting the right of the Court of Peters- 
burg to employ the subsidiary troops wherever it pleased. 

VOL. II. N 
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I trust, however, that your Lordship will be of opinion 
that my letter contains no assumption of that kind, and 
that the passage marked is a sufficient protest against the 
measure that the Marshall has thought proper to adopt 
I have at the same time written to Sir Charles Whitworth, 
at M. de KorsakofTs particular request. 

In consequence of the mutual engagements thus entered 
into by H.B.H. and M. de ^^orsakoff, a plan of operations 
against the enemy has been concerted, and will probably 
be put in execution on Monday or Tuesday. 

I return to Zurich to-morrow, and will not fail to send 
off a messenger to your Lordship with the result of the 
attack as soon as it shall have taken place. 

I most humbly hope his Majesty will not disapprove 
the measures I have taken without instructions, as well on 
this occasion as when I did the utmost to prevent the 
Archduke from leaving Switzerland in the manner stated 
in my No. 20. 

No one can desire more earnestly than myself to see 
Switzerland occupied or protected- by an army under his 
Majesty's immediate direction and influence, or be more 
thoroughly aware than I am that the Court of Vienna^ 
by retaining possession of the country, will have defeated 
the wise and beneficent designs of his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, but it appeared to me most evident that this was 
not the momefnt to act upon such considerations only; 
that the danger was too imminent to be trifled with ; that 
the Eussian army was totally incompetent to the defence 
of this country ; that M. de Suworow, instead of sending 
reinforcements here, was taking our best troops from us ; 
that the loss of Switzerland carried with it inevitably the 
restoration of courage and confidence in France, the 
return of consideration and public opinion in favour of 
the republic in foreign countries, discouragement and an 
outcry for peace at Vienna, and if not the loss of Italy, at 
least the entire suspension of the victorious career of 
Marshall Suworow in that country. 
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It seems equally clear that all these evils can only be 
prevented, and the great objects of the campaign assured, 
by such a general and vigorous attack on the enemy as 
may send his army beaten and discouraged within his 
own frontier. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord Os^imtXK 

Mr. Wickham to Sir Charles Whitworth. 

(Draft. Most secret and confidential) Zurich : 25th Augast, 1799. 

Sir, — ^Inclosed I have the honour to send you copies 
and extracts of those of my dispatches to Lord Grenville, 
dated respectively the 15th and 24th instant, together 
with the copy of a letter, which as you will learn from 
the last of those dispatches I have been under the 
necessity of writing to Field Marshall Suworow. 

I venture earnestly to recommend to you to do every 
thing in your power to prevent any blame from attaching 
to Mons. de Korsakoff, for disobeying the Field Marshall's 
orders. 

EUs Imperial Majesty will surely feel that had he not 
adopted this measure at our earnest intercession, the whole 
campaign would have been lost, and M. de Suworow's 
situation in Italy been rendered extremely critical. 

I inclose at the same time a letter from the Advoyer 
de Steiguer, to the Emperor which that excellent Magis- 
trate will thank you to deliver in whatever manner you 
shall judge most proper. 

It has been long in my possession, but I was desired 
not to send it on any account by the common post. Its 
object is to obtain from H.I.M. the mission of a Bussian 
Minister to this country, and I trust you will have the 
goodness to second this request with all your influence. 

I have the honour, &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Sib Charlbs Whitwobth. 

If 2 
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(No. 23.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copj.) Zurich : Sunday^ 25th August, 1799. 

My Lord, — ^I am truly sorry to inform your Lordship 
that on my return here I have found affairs in a worse 
situation iJian ever. 

Colonel Plunkett, who was authorized to speak to me by 
the Archduke, informs me that two different operations 
had been submitted to M. de Korsakoff. 

According to the one, that General with the Eussian 
troops was to attack the position before Zurich, whilst 
the Archduke was to cross the Limmat lower down, and 
General Hotze to make a fabe attack in the little Cantons. 
According to the other, M. de Korsakoff was to detach 
6,000 or 7,000 Eussians to the assistance of General 
Hotze> who thus reinforced was to make the real attack 
in the little Cantons, whilst the Archduke and the 
remainder of the Eussians were to attack according to 
circumstances with effect on the Limmat. 

That both these plans had been rejected by M. de 
Korsakoff; the^r^^ because he thought the most difficult 
part of the operation thrown in an unfair manner upon 
him, the second^ because he would not on any account 
consent to separate his Eussians ; and that it was after- 
wards proposed to M. de Korsakoff, that he should march 
with the whole Eussian force to the httle Cantons, where 
a real attack should be made as in the second place^ but 
that, in that case, H.E.H. should be at liberty to with- 
draw six battaUons of the nine which he had sent to 
that country under General Hotze, as well because the 
remaining force was considered fully sufficient for the 
operation, as in consideration of the preparations which 
the enemy was making on the Ehine towards Kehl and 
Manheim. 

That M. de Korsakoff had accepted this latter arrange- 
ment, and had actually marched with all the Eussians, 
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amounting to near 20,000 men, to Uznach, where he 
had joined General Hotze, but that after reconnoitring 
the enemy's position, he had peremptorily refused to 
act, tmless the 6,000 men were suffered to remain. 

That General Hotze had taken upon himself to suspend 
their departure until he should have communicated this 
new resolution of M. de Korsakoff to H.K.H., who had 
this morning sent a peremptory order for their immediate 
return, saying that M. de Korsakoff might act as he 
thought proper. 

This is the story which the Austrians tell ; what the 
Bussians have to say in answer to it I cannot at present 
know, as both Colonel Bamsay and Colonel Craufiird are 
with General Korsakoff at Uznach. 

Colonel Flunkett added that as the Baron Boll was 
about to go to Uznach and wait on General Hotze, it 
would be particularly agreeable to the Archduke if I 
would desire the Baron to endeavour to engage M. de 
Korsakoff to act without the 6,000 men, adding that 
there was not a moment to lose, as intelligence had 
been received this morning that the French had crossed 
the Bhine in force, — ^that H.B.H. had already made a 
considerable detachment to that quarter, and would 
probably be obUged to march himself in a day or two, so 
that it would be then no longer in his power to make a 
diversion in favour of M. de Korsakoff. 

I was struck with the word diversion^ which Colonel 
Plunkett used, his language as well as that of the Arch- 
duke, when I left Zurich last, being that H.B.H. would 
make an effective attack in person, and that he would 
co-operate powerfully with M. de Korsakoff. 

I see therefore with pain that this attack in the little 
Cantons can answer no end whatever, because it is most 
evident that the Archduke with the greater part of his 
army will follow General Moreau into Swabia, and in that 
case, should the attack succeed. Generals Hotze and 
Korsakoff imited will be too feeble either to advance into 
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Switzerland, or to maintalQ themselves in the position 
now occupied by the enemy. 

It seems, however, in justice, that this change of laur 
guage and of intention cannot be reproached to the Arch- 
duke as a breach of the promise originally made by H.E.H. 
as reported in my No. 22, not only because the passage 
of the Rhine by the enemy was a circumstance not taken 
into consideration at that time, but because the promise 
related only to the two plans of attack then formed and 
submitted to M. de KorsakoflF, both of which that General 
rejected, and by rejecting them certainly released the 
Archduke from his eng;agement 

I wish at the same time that I could persuade myself 
that the first plans of attack were not offered to M. de 
Korsakoff in the secret hope that they would be rejected. 

Of what passed when the third plan was proposed 
and accepted I am entirely ignorant, but if it be true, as is 
stated to me, that the Archduke tiien insisted on with- 
drawing the 6,000 men on account of the preparations of 
the enemy on the Lower Rhine, I am confident that H.E.H. 
could not, under such circiunstances, have really intended 
an effective co-operation ; and, even if he had promised it, 
M. de Korsakoff, who has by this time learned something 
of Austrian poUcy, would have acted wisely in giving no 
credit whatever to the promise. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c., 

Wm. Wickiiam. 

Right Hon. Jjord Gsbntillb. 

(No. 24.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Zarioh : Wednesday, 28th August, 1789, 8 A.ir. 

My Lord,— I am truly concerned to be obliged to in- 
form your Lordship that all hope of oflTensive operations 
being resumed in this country by the allied armies is 
nearly at an end, and that there is every reason to fear 
the most fatal termination of this campaign, which opened 
with such very brilliant prospects. 
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Th* Archduke, with whom I had th$ honour of a very 
long conversation ye3terda7, informed me that he was to 
march immediately against MJoreau, leaving General Hotze 
with twenty battalions on the side of the Grisons and the 
little Cantons ; and the Bussians, reinforced by about 2,000 
cavalry and some artillery, to guard Zurich and the whole 
position from thence to the Bhine, which was occupied 
by H.B.H. with forty large Austrian battalions, exclusive 
of seven others that were in or before the town under 
General Hotze* 

Not having yet seen either General Korsakoff, Colonel 
Craufurd, or Colonel Bamsay, all of whom are still at 
Uznach, I have written to the two latter to beg they 
would send immediately to your liordship a full report of 
what has passed between the Bussian and Austrian 
Generalei, which I will send off as soon as I shall have 
received it by an extraordinary messenger, considering it 
of the last importance that his Majesty should receive 
early information of the real state of affairs. 

For it cannot be disguised, if the enemy remains master 
of Switzerland at the b^inning of the winter, not only 
that all the Italian conquests are in danger, but that the 
Austrians neither will nor can attempt to reconquer this 
country before the spring ; consequently, that the enemy 
will be enabled to carry on a winter campaign by detach- 
ments made from hence and from the Bhine, either in 
Holland or the Low Countries, and to subdue and crush 
the royalists in every part of the kingdom. 

. . . From General Hotze's report it appears that 
the army was to have assembled on the 25th at Lachen, 
and to have marched from that place early in the morning 
of the 26th to attack the enemy in three columns — one 
composed of Austrians, the other two of Bussians, sup- 
ported by some Austrian hussars and artillery, and con- 
ducted by Austrian staff officers. The first column was 
to have marched along the side of the lake, the second 
over Mount Etzel towards Einsiedeln, and the third up the 
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Waggithal, and from thence over the mountains behind 
Einsiedeln, and between that place and Schweitz. 

On the 24th the Austrian and Bussian Generals recon- 
noitred the position, and the above plan of operations was 
proposed by General Hotze, who stated, that the strength 
of each column being equals he wished the Bussian General 
to choose his two points of attack. 

General KorsakoflF immediately chose the roads by the 
lake and Mount Etzel, leaving to the Austrians the attack 
by the Waggithal, represented by them to be the most 
difficult of the three. 

On the 25th the affair of the 6,000 men was mentioned 
for the first time — whether by General Hotze or by General 
Korsakoff I cannot distinctly make out ; but being struck 
by the above expression of General Hotze's, * that the 
strength of each column would be equals I pressed this 
observation upon Colonel Plunkett so closdy after I had 
left the Archduke, that he at last admitted that General 
Hotze, being extremely desirous that the attack should 
take place, and fearing new difficulties on the part of M. 
de Korsakoff, being persuaded at the same time that 4,000 
men were as competent to the attack by the Waggithal as 
1 0,000, had wilfully concealed from the Bussian Generals 
the Archduke's order, with which they were already 
acquainted, and had meant to have detached the 6,000 
men only when the affair should have been fairly b^un 
and all parties committed. 

Whatever opinion M. de Korsakoff might have enter- 
tained of the Austrians, this trick of General Hotze's was 
well calculated to have given him the best grounded 
jealousy and mistrust. It cannot, besides, have escaped 
him, that though 4,000 men might have been sufficient 
for the attack by the Waggithal — which, however, the 
Austrians had represented as the most difficult of the 
three — ^yet that either a column of that strength was 
totally inadequate to the other two attacks, either of 
which General Hotze had offered to undertake, or that 
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the Eussians were to march on both these points with a 
much larger force than could possibly be necessary. 

General Hotze, in his report, as far at least as it was 
communicated to me, says nothing of his having con- 
cealed the Archduke's order from M. de Korsakoff, and 
attributes the failure of the operation entirely to M. de 
Korsakoff's caprice and want of decision, adding that the 

other Eussian generals, particularly Prince (Marshall 

Suworow's nephew), were decidedly in favour of an 
immediate attack, considering the force assembled as 
sufficient for the object, without the 6,000 men which 
the Archduke had required. 

. The Archduke spoke to me afterwards at much length 
of the fetal consequences of this march which he was 
about to undertake into Swabia — ^which, he said, he was 
no longer able to suspend, — and then told me for the 
&st time that his own opinion had been from the very 
first in favour of attacking Switzerland; that he had 
proposed it to the Emperor when General Jourdan was 
driven back to the Ehine, but that he had been peremp- 
torily ordered to abstain from the attempt, and that the 
same orders alone had prevented him from marching 
forwards after the capture of Zurich, and that the posi- 
tion which he now occupied had been pointed out to him 
as the best and shortest by which a communication could 
be kept up between Italy and the Khine. 

H.RH. concluded by saying that if a larger discretion 
was not given him the next campaign, he certainly 
would resign the command of the army. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c., 

Wm. WlCKHAM. 
Right Hon. Lord Obentillb. 



186 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE [1799 



General Hotz^ to Mr. Wifkham. 

(Translation.) 

Excellency, — The consequences of our retreat at Lachen, 
the causes of which I dare not penetrate, still less discuss, 
are so disastrous, that yesterday, the 29th, the enemy 
attacking the left wing of my position, entered the Canton 
of Glarus, and made himself master of the capital. A 
reinforcement which arrived just in time was fortunate 
enough to drive the enemy from Glarus, and force him 
into the gorges of Muttenthal, but it will be impossible 
for me to dislodge him from the heights, of which he is 
master, and which command the Canton — all the more 
80, that the detachment of Colonel Strauch at Bellinzona 
is too weak to co-operate with me. 

This state of things increases the number of emigrants, 
and it is very distressing to meet numbers of these un- 
happy fathers, wives, and children on the road begging 
their bread. You have had the generosity to offer them 
help, and Colonel Count Plunkett has over and over again 
assured me of your noble sentiments towards these unfor- 
tunate people. I entreat your Excellency therefore to 
grant me some small sum of money for them, or to en- 
trust it to the officer who is the bearer of this letter. 

You have on every occasion deigned to protect Switzer- 
land, and I flatter myself that your Excellency will pardon 
me for pleading the cause of an unfortunate class of per- 
sons — ^victims of a war whidi was completely foreign to 
them. 

Present my respectful homage to Mrs. de Wyckham, 
and accept the high esteem and devotion of your Excel- 
lency's very humble and very obedient Servant, 

HOTZB. 

Schoenis : dOth August, 1799, 9 o'clock in the eyening. 
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Field Marshal Suworow to Mr. Wickham, 

(TnoalatioiL) (Beoeived 8tli Baptember.) 

3ir, — ^I am the more surprised at the intention, of 
which you have just informed me, of H.K.H. the Arch- 
duke Charles to withdraw the Imperial and Boyal Army 
forthwith from Switzerland, overrun as it now is by the 
enemy, into Swabia, so as to abandon ail the defence of 
the country to the inadequate forces of General Korsa- 
koff, as I have deemed it indispensably necessary to defer 
for two months the execution of the order, which reached 
me at the same time, to repair to Switzerland with the 
Bussian troops for the purpose of first taking the for- 
tresses of Tortona and Cuneo, the only way likely to 
secure our happy progress hitherto made in Italy. The 
retreat of the Austrian troops from Switzerland is to my 
mind all the less feasible, as it would place in the way of 
the success of future operations obstacles then almost in^ 

purmountable. 

In communicating the Uke sentiments to H.B.H., I 
have taken upon myself the task of making both his 
military knowledge and his goodness of heart alive to the 
urgency of his retaining his forces in Switzerland, and 
to the results that would follow from any diminution of 
them whatever. 

Having since enjoined General Korsakoff not to send 
out of Switzerland the 10,000 men as demanded, I may 
hope to hear shortly that affairs have taken a more ad* 
vautageous turn. 

For the rest I have lost no time in bringing all this to 
the cognizance of the two Imperial Courts, being per^ 
suaded that the good cause will certainly be the gainer 
thereby with them. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, with the most distin- 
guished consideration, Your very humble and very obe- 
dient Servant, 

C. Alexai^dbe Suwobow Btmnikskl 

AbU U August 
To Mr. DE WiOKQAif, at Zurich. 
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Lord William Bentinck^ to Mr. Wickham. 

Head Qaarten, Aati : Aug. Slat, 1799. 

My dear Sir, — ^Ihad just set off for Turin when Colonel 
Clinton arrived here ; as the letter to Suworow he knew 
to be of the greatest consequence he delivered it to one 
of the Marshall's aide-de-camps immediately upon his 
arrival. As you cannot know the Marshall, you could 
not have possibly conceived that the letter you wrote to 
him would have been opened by any other hands than his 
own, and least of all would you have desired that expres- 
sions unfavourable to the character of the Archduke 
should first be seen by an Austrian. This circumstance 
it was impossible you should have known — ^but the fact 
is that the Marshall reads nothing — ^whatever letters come 
for him are opened by some one of his adjutants, and the 
knowledge of their contents depends entirely upon the 
discretion of that adjutant. I arrived from Turin last 
night, and I was extremely surprised to hear this morning 
from the Adjutant-General of Melas who with all his 
staff are in direct hostility to Suworow, that such a letter 
had been received from you, and that such were the con- 
tents. The Marshall was extremely pleased with the 
letter, and it was not possible if you had lived with him 
constantly, that you could have composed a letter better 
corresponding with all his own ideas, with his own com- 
plaints of the Archduke's inaction, with his vanity — in 
short, better calculated to answer the object proposed. 
When the letter was read, he exclaimed, * c'est un vrai 
God damn I ^ As I beheve that General Melas, both to 
curry favor with the Archduke, and to do as much mis- 

* Lord William Henry Cayendish He was constantly employed in 

Bentinck, second son of the third military, civil, and diplomatic 

Duke of Portland, born 1774. In afiairs, and was Governor-general 

May, 1799, he was appointed to of India irom 1827 to 1885. He 

remain at the head quarters of died in 1839. 
Marshal Suworow^s army in Italy. 
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chief as possible to Suworow by interpreting the satis- 
faction he expressed at your letter into a dislike or 
jealousy for the Archduke, would have been too ready to 
have mentioned the circumstance to the Archduke, I begged 
in the most earnest manner his Adjt. General Badetzki to 
prevent its being made known. He said his only object 
in mentioning it to me was to desire I would caution 
those who corresponded with Suworow from making 
observations which might interrupt that harmony which 
it was so necessary should be kept up. 

Colonel Clinton wiU give you every possible information 
about this army : his conversation with the Marshall is so 
interesting that I have begged him to communicate the 
whole both to my father and Lord Grenville. — I should 
be much obliged to you to buy for me the map of Switz- 
erland by Meyer, which I understand can only be had 
at Zurich. If you could have it put upon canvass in 
squares for the pocket I should be much obliged to you. 

My Brother desires his best compliments, and I remain. 

Yours truly, 

W. Bentinck. 



(No. 25.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Gh^enville. 

(Copy.) Schaff hausen : Slst August, 1799. 

My Lord, — ^Colonel Eamsay having sent me the in- 
closed dispatch. No. 9, under a flying seal, I take the 
liberty of adding the following observations to those 
which he has communicated to your Lordship on the 
subject of M. de Korsakoff's conduct, upon which I trust 
that my dispatches Nos. 23 and 24 will also throw some 
light 

The Archduke's intention of withdrawing the 6,000 
men from General Hotze was certainly known to General 
Korsakoff at the time when he first undertook the opera- 
tion, or at least when he reconnoitred the position of the 
enemy, and when the plan of attack in those columns 
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was proposed and accepted ; but in point of fact hef ha» 
not the less reason to complain of want of fairness in 
the Archduke, or at least he is fully entitled to saj that 
H.E.H. did noit sufficiently explain to him the real state 
of affairs in the country where he was going to act. 

The Archduke always spoke of General Hotze as 
having twenty-eight battalions under his command (ad- 
mitting, however, that some of them were weakened by 
the late affairs in the little Cantons), from which force six 
battalions might have been taken away, and the rest, had 
they been employed actively in offensive operations with 
the Bussians, would have been probably sufficient to have 
driven the enemy from his position. 

These were the hopes, as I have reason to believe, 
with which General Korsakoff marched to Uznach ; but 
when he found that of these twenty-eight battalions only 
eleven at most were destined for offensive operations, arid 
that the six battalions which the Archduke demanded were 
all to be taken from these eleven^ it is not to be wondered 
at that he should have hesitated before he committed his 
army in an imknown and difficult country, with so slender 
a support from the Austrians, who on their part risked 
comparatively nothing in the affair. 

Had they brought six battalions from their defensive 
position in the Grisons to replace the six taken away by 
the Archduke, it would have been a proof that they were 
in earnest. As it is, M. de Korsakoff seems satisfied in 
his opinion that they were only making a very hazardous 
experiment at the expense of the Bussian army. 

From what I have stated in my No. 24 of the progress 
of the French in Swabia, of the evident intention of the 
Archduke to leave Switzerland at all events, and of the 
change of language of the Austrians with respect to their 
manner of co-operating with Generals Korsakoff and 
Hotze, your Lordship will probably be of opinion that 
no permanent advantage would have been derived from 
this attack even if it had succeeded, and that these 
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Generals must have retired again to their former posi- 
tion. 

For these reasons, independent of all others, I own I 
am myself strongly of opinion that General Korsakoff 
acted wisely in I'efasing to attack. 



(No. 26.) Mr. Wtckham to Lord Grenville. 

(Gq)y.) SchaffhadBen : Slat Aiigast^ 1700. 

My Lord,-^I Was on the point of sending off my dis- 
patches No. 23, 24, and 25 yeiSterday, but was prevented 
by the arrival of Lord Mulgrave, who wished that my 
messenger might be detained until our return from the 
Archduke's head quarters^ where I had intended to have 
presented his Lordship to H.R.H., in obedience to his 
Majesty's commands. Lord Mulgrave will himself explain 
the reasons which prevented us from seeing the Arch- 
duke at Klotten, and will at the same time state the 
substance of the conversation which took place when we 
met H.R.H. on his way to Donaueschingen. 

On the same morning I received a dispatch from Lord 
Mnto, of which I send an extract inclosed, after the 
perusal of which I feel that I should fail in my duty to 
his Majesty were I hereafter, in the course of my mission, 
to act upon the faith of any assertion whatever that the 
Austrian Minister may think proper to make. 

I f^r I am using a very strong expression on this ocjcBt 
sion, but I am confident that I should receive your Lord- 
ship's pardon had you witnessed but a small part of the 
very painful dcenes that have been passing here since I 
had last the honour of writing on the same subjects 

I assure your Ix)rdship that I do not describe the state 
of the country in too strong colours when I say, that the 
whole Austrian army is dejected and discontented, while 
the very name of an Englishman is become a word of 
reproach among them, that the confidence of. the people 
of this country in his Majesty's Government is for the 
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moment entirely gone, and that the opinion is universally 
established that Switzerland has been sacrificed to some 
unknown political views and interests of the Court of 
London. 

The Austrian officers on their departure from Zurich 
were indefatigable in their endeavours to attribute to the 
same causes the calamities with which the country is 
threatened ; and when the distressed inhabitants of the 
Canton of Schweitz took refuge in the village on the lake 
of Zurich and at Glarus, the same persons, with General 
Hotze at their head, were saying to these poor people 
everything that was disrespectful of his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, and teaching them to curse the only hand that has 
aflbrded them protection in their misfortunes. 

Painful as my situation has been, I have notwithstand- 
ing thought it my duty to take no public measure to con- 
tradict these insinuations and assertions, until I shall 
know his Majesty's pleasure on the subject, because the 
Austrian Minister has committed himself so directly and 
so openly, that it would be impossible for me to do any- 
thing without pointing at him personally as the willing 
author of the falsehood. 

He has himself taken pains, through his known agents, 
to justify himself from the reproach of having sent the 
Archduke out of the country, and to throw the blame of 
the measure on the English. 

It is known, at least to every stafi* officer of the army, 
that when the Archduke determined to attempt the pas- 
sage of the Aar, the Count de Dietrichstein, who is con- 
sidered as personally devoted to M. de Thugut, strongly 
opposed the measure, and that he told General Schmidt 
and the other officers who had advised it that they were 
taking a very serious responsibility on themselves, for that 
if H.K.H. remained any longer in Switzerland, it would 
involve the Courts of Vienna and Ix>ndon in a very 
serious dispute, the latter having insisted in the most 
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positive terms on the immediate evacuation of the 
country. 

Besides, the Archduke himself has assured me more 
than once that the Emperor himself had written to him 
exactly to the same effect, asking me, if the thing were 
not well founded, whether I could imagine that his 
Imperial Majesty would ever have pledged himself to 
the truth of it by givjng it under his own hand ? And 
the fact of the Emperor's having written to his brother on 
that subject is known to the whole army. 

Lord Mulgrave having written very fully on the other 
facts of Lord Minto's dispatch, I shall not add any further 
observations upon M. de Thugut's language and conduct. 

The Archduke is still at Donaueschingen, and does not 
mean to march forward for two or three days. By the 
last accounts General Moreau was in the neighbourhood 
of Heilbron. 

I expect every moment to hear that the enemy crossed 
the Ehine in force on the side of Brisach and Huninguen. 

I am sorry to add that the French penetrated as far as 
Glarus on the 29th, and though they were driven out of 
the town, yet they remained in possession of the heights 
which command it, and of the passages leading from the 
Cantons of Schweitz and of Uri. 

Nothing now can save this unfortunate country but the 
rapid march of a very considerable part of the combined 
forces now in Italy under Marshall Suworow to the side 
of Mount St. Gothard ; but if this expedition be under- 
taken with anything less than an army^ it cannot possibly 
succeed. The French, certain of not being attacked on 
this side, will be at liberty to ciirry their whole force 
southwards. They have the shortest and easiest com- 
munications between the different parts of their army, 
whilst the Allies can only communicate with safety by 
the circuitous road of the Tyrol. They have now ac- 
quired a most thorough knowledge of the whole country, 
and have nothing to fear from the inhabitants, who arc 

VOL. IL o 
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everywhere subdued, depressed, and disarmed, so as that, 
-with all possible confidence in Marshall Suworow, I have 
not hesitated to press on Lord Mulgrave the absolute 
necessity of his engaging that officer to march with his 
whole force on this side, and make that sort of great eflfort 
which alone can give any hope of bringing this campaign 
to a favourable conclusion. 

It is not necessary for me now to inform your Lordship 
that it is the unanimous opinion of miUtary men that, 
while Switzerland is in the hands of an enemy, the pos- 
session of Italy and of Swabia can with difficulty be 
secured, even by very superior armies ; but that no armies 
whatever can prevent a very inferior force from making 
such frequent and dangerous incursions into both those 
countries, as would effectually prevent any operations 
from being carried on from either of them against the 
frontiers of France. 

I have the honour to be, (Stc., &c., &a, 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord Gbektille. 



Mr. Wickham to General Hotze. 

(Translation of Draft) Schaffhausen : 2nd September, 1790. 

General, — I have received the letter which your 
Excellency did me the honour to write to me on the 
imhappy condition of the good people of Schweitz and 
Glarus. I hasten to transmit to you the sum of 300 
Louis d'or by M, de Werdt, begging you to employ them, 
in the name of His Britannic Majesty, for the use of the 
unfortunate inhabitants of that country. 

I authorize you. General, at the same time, to draw 
upon me for a like sum without writing again, if you find 
you want it. One cannot spend one's money on a better 
cause. 

The departure of M. de Werdt prevents my adding 



1799] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 195 

more than the assurance of high consideration and re- 
spectful attachment with which I have the honour to be, 
&c., Ac, &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Mon8.1e Baron de Hotzb, Fold Mar^* Ldeut** 
de I'arm^ Impeziale et Rojale^ &c && 



Field-Marshal Suworow to Mr. Wickham. 

(No date^ but supposed to have been 
(TranAlation.) written on the drd September.) 

Sir, — On the completion of the plan for future opera- 
tions concerted between their Majesties the two Emperors 
and the King of Great Britain, it was enjoined on me by 
my Court to leave Italy forthwith, and to repair to 
Switzerland at the head of the Eussian troops, which 
would there be joined by a corps of Bavarian troops and 
the Swiss militia. You know the state of things too well 
yourself, Sir, not to appreciate all the importance of the 
prompt appearance of these troops required by the 
urgency of the case ; be so kind, therefore, Sir, as to 
accelerate the arrival of the former and the enrolment 
and organization of the latter^ which ought to be pushed 
forward with the greatest activity, so as to swell their 
numbers as much as possible. 

Immediately after the surrender of the citadel of 
Tortona, I hope, under God's blessing, to set forward 
the 1^^* with the division of General Derfelden, 
as well as that of General Kosenberg ; the two together 
amounting to 30,433 men. I hope the best measures 
will, without fail, be concerted with the different Cantons 
for providing the adequate supplies for the troops of my 
Sovereign, for which purpose I have addressed myself to 
the Commissary-General direct. 

The troops under my orders will go through Casale, 
Vercelli, Novara, and Airolo to attack the enemy in his 
position on Mount St. Gothard, and having beaten him 

o 2 
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and driven him back, will then effect their junction with 
the corps of Lieut.-General de Korsakow, and with that 
of General Hotze, while the Austrian General Haddeck 
will at the same time attack th.e enemy who occupies the 
position of the St. Bernard. 

In imparting to you, Sir, a confidential outline of my 
plan of operations, I renew my most urgent entreaties to 
you to grant me your good offices in all cases of need, 
and thus contribute to the success of the common efforts 
of our respective Sovereigns. 

I shall be charmed to make your personal acquaint- 
ance, and to assure you by word of mouth of the 
sentiments of the most perfect esteem, and of the very 
distinguished consideration with which I have the 
honour to be. Sir, Your very humble and very obedient 
Servant, 

Ct. Suworow Eymnikski. 

Asti: 1799. 



Mr. Wickham to Lord Minto. 

(Draft) 
(Confidential.) SchafFhausen : 4th September, 1799. 

My dear Lord, — ^Your Lordship's very interesting letter 
of the 24th ulto., with the inclosed copy of your dispatch 
to Lord Grenville of the 9th, was delivered. to me at 
6 A.M. on the 29th. 

I take the first moment to acknowledge its receipt and 
to thank your Lordship for the pains you have so kindly 
taken in making me so well acquainted with the real state 
of affairs at Vienna, which I could not possibly have learnt 
from any other quarter. 

The inclosed copies of my correspondance with the 
office, will, together with Lord Mulgrave's letter, give 
your Lordship sufficient information of all that has passed 
here since my last, and will save me the painful task of 
writing again on the same subject. I really don't know 
that I have anythir^ to add but obser\'ations and reflec- 
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tions, all of which have already presented themselves to 
your Lordship. 

Don't, however, let me omit to infonn yoiu* Lordship 
that M. Thugut has (I fear wilfully) misrepresented the 
late force of the Archduke in Switzerland, which I can 
state with confidence was (before the afiair of the 14th 
ulto. in the little Cantons) nearly as follows : — 

Infantrj. Battalions. 

In or before lEegulars . . 6 

Zurich J Croats . . 1 

Between Zurich and 1 Ec^lars . . 39 

the Khine j Croats . . 1 

Under-GeneralsJella- ] -n^^ | 

chich and Bay in [ ^^ry «f f • 19 

the little Cantons J J 

66 

Li the whole 66 battalions, which, at 900 men per 
battalion, amounts to near 60,000 Infantry, and at 700 
to above 50,000. In -this calculation the artillery is not 
included, and the Archduke himself told me his cavalry 
was superior to that of the French. Though I have not 
been able to ascertain its strength, yet I am inclined to 
think it must have exceeded 7,000 men. 

The Archduke told General Korsakoff that he had 

« 

under his command above 85,000 effective men ; of 
these I am persuaded that not more than 20,000 or 
25,000 were in Swabia. 

Be that as it may, the whole force united and com-- 
manded by his Royal Highness^ when supported by the 
30,000 liussians under General Korsakoff, was more than 
sufficient to defeat the French army and take possession 
of the frontier of France, from Brisach to Geneva, before 
the winter. On this point I am confident you will not 
find two opinions among mihtary men who have observed 
the events of the war, and who are acquainted with 
the nature and character of the troops of the several 
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belligerent powers. I am afiuid that the same persons will 
be unanimous in their opinion that the same force parcelled 
into three portions will not only be wholly incapable of 
making any impression on any part of the French frontier, 
but be exposed to be beaten in detail by an intelligent 
and enterprizing enemy. 

M. de Thugut must know the truth of what I am 
saying as well as anybody — ^what then is he about, what 
are his real views, and to what unknown object has he 
sacrificed those fair [prospects] that it was unquestionably 
in his power to have realized with honour to himself, glory 
and profit to his Royal Master, and probably with peace 
and security to all Europe ? 

I earnestly hope that Lord Mulgrave will succeed in 
his attempt to bring Marshall Suworow here, for seven 
days have now passed since the receipt of your Lordship's 
letter, and the last remains of the baggage of the 
Austrians are just passing my window, taking the road of 
Donaueschingen. If orders had been sent to the Archduke 
of the nature mentioned in your Lordship's letter, by M. 
de Thugut, surely something could have been done before 
now to give efiect to them. 

I trust, however, that Marshall Suworow will bring with 
him a strong reinforcement of Austrians, without which 
he had really better come round by the circuitous road of 
the l^yrol and join the troops here, as for the reasons stated 
in one of my dispatches to the Office, I am persuaded that 
nothing short of an army will be equal to the operation 
of forcing the passage from Italy as long as the allied 
forces on this side shall be unwilling or unequal to act 
by themselves ; and the distance is too great, and the com- 
munications too circuitous, to admit of any combined 
operations. 

I need hardly say that I mentioned nothing to the 
Archduke of what your Lordship wished me to conceal, 
though I had a strong temptation to speak when I heard 
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his Boyal Highness censure in the most unqualified man- 
ner the proposed expedition to Mayence. 

I am myself persuaded that M. de Thugut will never 
but in a case of lu-gent necessity give to this Prince an 
army with which he can undertake anything of im* 
portance without restraining him by positive orders from 
making any use of it. 

I can collect from his Koyal Highness's conversation, 
and I am told so direcAy by his friends, that the breach 
is too wide ever to be closed 

Your Lordship will learn from Lord Mulgrave's letter 
in what a state the Archduke left the Bussian army at 
Zurich. I am sorry to say here again that the mutual 
dissatisfaction is such as to leave no hope whatever of 
reconciliation. 

The more I consider the matter the more I am per- 
suaded that M. Korsakoff was right in delaying the attack 
in the little Cantons. 

As experience has taught me that courage and veracity 
are not among the first of M. Thugut's virtues, I own I 
feel for your Lordship who will have at all times most 
unpleasant materials to work on. I trust however with 
confidence in your Lordship's persevering zeal for your 
Country's service, and I certainly shall not abandon the 
hopes with which I left England, as long as I see you 
firm at your post in Vienna. 

I have the Honour to be, &c., &c., &c. 

Mr. Wickham to Field Marshal Suworow. 

(Tnuuktion of Draft.) Schaffhauaen : 9th September, 1790. 

Monsieur le Marshal, — The letter which your Ex- 
cellency did me the honour to write to me of the 3rd 
instant, in which you announce your intention of coming 
into this country, after having attacked the enemy and 
forced him from his position on Mount St Gothard, has 
only been delivered to me to-day- 
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Your Excellency may be assured that I shall do all 
that depends on me to contribute to the success of 
the common efforts of our two Sovereigns. But I should 
think myself wanting in duty if I did not at once lay 
before your Excellency the true picture of the resources 
of this country. Your Excellency will find it dreary and 
sterile, but it is essential that you should know exactly 
on what you may reckon. 

Of the thirteen Cantons which together constituted the 
Helvetic Body, two only are entirely occupied by the 
Alhes. Ten are in the hands of the enemy, and the 
thirteenth (Zurich) is shared by the two belligerent 
armies. 

The two Cantons which we hold (Appenzell and 
Schaffhausen) are among the smallest and weakest of the 
Confederation : Zurich, with more resources, is for the 
most part ill-disposed. 

The Allies occupy in addition some small countries 
allied or subject to the Cantons, such as Thurgovia and 
the Toggenburg : the temper of these is also rather bad. 

All the resources of Switzerland, whether of men or 
public spirit, are to be found in the Cantons occupied by 
the enemy, and especially in that of Berne. 

The inaction of the Austrian army having deprived us 
of access to these Cantons, we have only been able to re- 
cruit in the parts of Switzerland where there was least 
hope of success ; so that the levies, after the losses they 
have undergone lately, are reduced to nearly 2,000 men, 
of whom the greater part are not sufficiently disciplined 
or instructed to be able to make war effectually with the 
troops of your Excellency. 

The little Cantons of Schweitz, Uri, and Glarus, when 
they found themselves occupied by the Austrians, seeing 
the enemy at their gates, refused to serve with regular 
troops. Their population moreover is very insignificant, 
and the flower of their young men has perished in the 
cruel war that the French waged with them, and in the 
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many fruitless attempts which they made this spring to 
shake off the yoke before the arrival of the Austrians. 

The militia of these Cantons are however in great part 
with General Hotze, to the number perhaps of 1,000 men, 
and might perhaps be of some use as scouts, or to act as 
chasseurs. 

As for the regular troops, being persuaded that your 
Excellency does not confine your views to the present 
campaign, I venture boldly to advise that you should 
entirely give up any idea of employing them before the 
spring. They can only be of little service at the present 
time, but they may be regarded as the nucleus of a con- 
siderable corps. Let them only be kept in the background 
this winter, and I venture to promise your Excellency that 
we shall have a corps of from ten to twelve thousand 
infantry, well formed and well disciplined, before the 
opening of the campaign, provided that Berne is taken 
possession of in the course of the autumn. 

I have sent to Colonel de Wymmer, Commissary- 
General, the letter which yoiu* Excellency enclosed to 
me for him ; I will not fail to see him to-morrow, and 
discuss matters with him, and will help him as far as I 
can in finding means of providing for the wants of the 
army in a country absolutely devoid of everything. For 
I must not conceal from your Excellency that in the 
matter of provisions the country offers no resources what- 
ever.* In the best times it did not suflSce for the nourish- 
ment of its own inhabitants ; and whatever power has 
possession of it this winter, it can only produce hunger 
and misery. 

f With regard to the Bavarian troops I am writing at 
once to Munich, to learn in what state they are. But I am 

* He only had enough for some had already engaged a Bavarian 

days with him. The true purport Corps, while I was still without 

and force of this passage did not instructions for entering into nego- 

escape Marshall Soult. — W.W. tiation with the Couit of Munich 

I Marshall Suworow thought I on this subject. — W.W« 
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sorry to tell your Excellency that till now I have received 
no instructions from my Court on this point, and that 
neither from London or Munich have I had any announce- 
ment of their arrival. I am truly sorry to .have such a 
wretched account to send to your Excellency. Fortu- 
nately you are accustomed to struggle with difficulties 
and to overcome them. 

As for myself, Monsieur le Marshal, I am very 
much flattered that you allow me to communicate to you 
my ideas on the plan of the proposed campaign. You 
may be persuaded that I shall neglect nothing to merit 
your confidence and your esteem. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

To hiB ExceUency Marsball 
Count de Suwobow Rymnikski^ &c.^ &c.; &c. 

Translation of a Memorandum written by Mr. Wickham, on 

the m/irgin of the preceding draft. 

N.B. Marshall Soult said to me, after having read this dis- 
patch, and that more than once, with undivided (I should rather 
say concentrated) attention, ' that Marshall Suworow could not 
possibly have been mistaken as to its real object, the less so 
that Creneral Korsakoff on entering Switzerland and establish- 
ing him there in the room of the Archduke Charles, had only 
30,000 men with him.' In fact he had only 28,000, and these 
to occupy a position the defence of which, according to the 
Archduke, demanded 50,000 men at least, with all the acces- 
sories necessary to constitute an army, and with which each of 
the two Russian armies was equally unprovided. I ought to 
have spoken to Marshall Suworoffof this comparative weakness, 
and should have done so a little later, but I did not wish at the 
beginning of our correspondance to overload my picture by a fact 
of which he could not be ignorant, and which I could not put 
before a mind as penetrating and subtle as his, without appear- 
ing to wish to convey a reproach to the Court of St Petersburg, 
for having failed in its engagements by sending such a force 
into Switzerland, instead of an army of 45,000 vaen,tvith aU that 
wasnecessai^for the effective service of such an army. The state 
of destitution in which the corps of Korsakoff arrived at Schaff- 
hausen, is to be found in full detail in my official dispatches. 
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Mr. Wickham to Field-Marshal Suworow. 

(Translation of Draft.) Scbaffhaiuen : 10th September, 1799. 

Monsieur le Marshal, — Lieutenant-Oolonel Clinton 
has delivered to me the letter which your Excellency did 
me the honour of writing to me dated Aug. 30th. He 
also gave me an account of the interesting conversation 
with which your Excellency honoured him. 

Your Excellency will have since learnt, that the project 
of attack of which I informed you in my letter of the 
22nd ult. had not been put into execution for reasons 
which it requires an experienced military man to appre- 
ciate, and that the Archduke Charles has retired from 
Switzerland with all his army, abandoning the defence of 
the limmat and the Aar to the Russians, and leaving 
General Hotze with nearly twenty battalions in a position 
evidently chosen to protect the Grisons and the Vorarl- 
berg, rather than to coK)perate with M. de Korsakoff. 

For the rest, with the most entire confidence in your 
Excellency's powers, I am persuaded that your laudable 
attempt to appeal to ELRH.'s military knowledge and 
his good heart for the preservation of this unhappy 
country, would have in no wise changed the determina- 
tion he had made to abandon it. 

The heart of H.R.H. had already suffered enough on 
account of the evils which must necessarily follow on his 
retreat ; and in the difierent conversations which I have 
had with H.R.H. on this subject, he has never failed to 
dwell on the fatal effects which this measure must have 
on the operations of the campaign in Italy as well as in 
Germany, and equally on the reputation and honour of 
the Imperial arms. 

But I owe it to the confidence which reigns between 
our two august Sovereigns, as well as to that with which 
your Excellency has honoured me, to tell you that since 
I have had the honour of writing to you, I have been 
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positively assured that H.R.H. had the most stringent 
orders to retire as soon as the Russians arrived, and that 
for a long time back he had not been free to act on the 
offensive in Switzerland. 

I am the more anxious to communicate this fact to 
your Excellency, as you might perhaps think from some 
passages of my letter of the 22nd, that I wished to in- 
sinuate that it was to H.R.H. himself that one must 
ascribe the inaction of his army, which was the last thing 
I wished to do. All the military men of experience with 
whom I have had the advantage of conversing, appear to 
me to have no doubt that H.R.H.'s army, supported by 
30,000 Russians, would have suflSced at least to conquer 
Switzerland, and establish themselves on the borders of 
France before the winter, and I am persuaded that 
H.RH. was burning to put some such project into 
execution. 

I am ignorant of the object for which these fair hopes 
have been sacrificed ; I do not know who gave the counsel 
to retire; but whoever it may have been, it is not less 
true that without wishing it, he has revived the courage 
and hopes of the enemy, and placed not only Italy and 
Switzerland, but the whole of Europe, in danger anew. I 
might add, that he has done the most cruel wrong to the 
reputation of the Austrian army, and to the personal 
glory of the Archduke. 

Under these unfortunate circumstances, I grieve to 
perceive that it is not yet possible for your Excellency to 
come to our aid, though I cannot but approve the step 
you have taken.* I ought to confess that while the 
strength and the position of the belligerent armies in this 
country remain the same, I should not wish to see your 
Excellency entangle himself in the Alps with less than an 
army.f 

* Namely, to remain at the foot support they meant to give his 

of the Alps (some days longer at expedition. — W.W. 
least) to discern more clearly the f Ue only had with him 18,000 

intention of the Austrians as to the men to enter Switzerland, no 
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I do not enter into greater details respecting our posi- 
tion to your Excellency, as Major-General Lord Musgrave, 
who is specially accredited by my Coiu-t to concert with 
your Excellency the operations of the campaign, will by 
this time have had the honour of explaining it to you 
verbally. I therefore only commend myself to the re- 
membrance of your Excellency, and beg you to accept 
the assurance of the high consideration and respectful 
devotion with which I have the honour to be, &c. &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

To S. E. Monsieur le Mar^chal de 
SuwoRow Rtmvixski, &c. &C. 

Memorandum written by Mr. Wickham on the preceding draft. 

I am in possession of a letter from Lord Grenville thanking 
me for having undeceived him as to the real state and numbers 
of the Russian armies^ and their fitness to take the field against 
the French without aid from the Austrians of various kinds, 
especially including, which did not then exist, sincere and cordial 
co-operation. But that letter had not vet reached me when I 
wrote these two dispatches of Sept. 9th and lOth. I wrote 
them, therefore, in uncertainty as to the manner in which my 
communications on these important subjects had been received 
at home, where I knew that they must necessarily have given 
great pain, as they put an end to the hopes, till then enter- 
tained, of a favourable if not a triumphant termination of the 
campaign. I was also well aware that the uniting the two 
Russian armies in Switzerland was the favourite project of the 
Emperor Paul, as well as of the Marshall, and that it had been 
deliberately adopted by the two Courts. But I was quite confi- 
dent that my facts were true and my views right. I also knew 
when the project w^s adopted by the Court of London, it was 
on the supposition that the Archduke Charles would have cleared 
the way for the passage of Marshall Suworow over the Alps, 
before delivering up Switzerland to the Eussians, a task to 

cannon, except a very few moun- artillery made the detour by the 

tain guns transport^ on mule- GrisonSf while the infantry alone 

back, in fact only his soldiers and marched on Bellinzona. — ^W.W. 
their muskets. The cavalry and 
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which he was unquestionably competent after the arrival of M« 
de Korsakoff, if not before. 

I determined, therefore^ to write these two dispatches to the 
Marshall, suppressing several facts which I had communicated 
to my own Court respecting the Russian army, but with not one 
of which I was not perfectly sure that the Marshall himself was 
fully acquainted. The opinion which I ventured to give at the 
end of the dispatch of the 10th is certainly expressed in terms 
not very explicit or conclusive ; but as Marshal Soult truly ob- 
served, it was impossible for any military man to mistake the 
conclusion to which I intended that Marshall Suworow should 
arrive. I had at last the satisfaction to have the soundness of 
my opinion admitted by the highest authority. After some 
days of idle boasting and shuffling, the inefficiency of the two 
Russian armies, when left to themselves^ was fairly and fully 
admitted to me by the Marshall himself, and admitted with 
tears in his eyes. 

Wm. Wickham. 



(No. 28.) M7\ Wickham to Lord GrenviUe. 

(Copy.) Schaffbaaaen : 12th Sept, 1709. 

My Lord, — ^My confidential letter of the 22nd ult. was 
delivered to Field Marshall Suworow, at his head-quarters 
at Asti, by Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton,* to whom I had 
entrusted it. 

As soon as the Field Marshall had read the letter he 
sent for Colonel Clinton, and after informing him that he 
approved entirely of the measure that had been taken 
under the then existing circumstances of retaining the 
10,000 men in Switzerland, notmthstanding his positive 



♦ Henry Clinton, a very dis- 
tinguished officer, second son of 
General Sir Henry Clinton, and 
great-grandson of the sixth Earl of 
Lincoln ; he entered the navy, hut 
suffered so severely from sea-sick- 
ness that he left that service and 
entered the army in 1789. He 
served continuously and always 
with credit for twenty-six years, 



and hecame a Lieutenant-General, 
G.C.B., G.C.H.,and Colonel of the 
drd Kegiment; at Waterloo his 
active military career closed. In 
May, 1816, he received the thanks 
of the House of Commons. He 
married Lady Susan Charteris, 
and died without issue Decemher 
1829, in his 58th year. 
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orders to the contrary, and declaring that he agreed 
entirely with me in every principle that I had advanced, 
and particularly in every consequence I had drawn as to 
the result of the campaign in case Switzerland should be 
abandoned, he desired him to sit down and listen with 
attention and not interrupt, and he would give him a 
full and confidential account of all that had passed with 
the Court of Vienna since he had taken the command 
of the army, and of his own views and plans for the 
future conduct of the campaign, all of which he said he 
would repeat to him slowly and distinctly, that he might 
retain the whole and communicate it faithfully to me in 
answer to my letter. 

He then sat down, shut his eyes, never opening them 
but from time to time to observe whether the Lieutenant- 
Colonel was attentive, and spoke to Lim for near two 
hours without interruption, very slowly, but with the 
greatest order, clearness, and precision, and often with 
animation and energy. The substance of what he said 
may be reduced to the following points : — 

That he had been taken from the plough like Cin- 
cinnatus to take a principal share in a war the object of 
which was nearest his heart, and prepared to conduct it 
on principles both military and political which he en- 
tirely approved ; but this expectation had been cruelly 
disappointed on both these points. 

That the Council of War at Vienna had sent him to 
Italy with a plan for the conduct of the campaign by 
which he was directed to confine himself to the defence 
of the Adda, until Mantua should be taken, the contjuest 
of which fortress he was to consider as the primary 
object of his campaign. 

That, having made it a rule through the whole course 
of his life to act in the manner he himself thought bene- 
ficial to the service of his Sovereign, and being per- 
suaded that the instructions he had received, far from 
being beneficial, could not but be very hurtfiil to both 
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their Imperial Majesties, and to the cause in which they 
were engaged, he took upon himself to disobey them, 
crossed the Adda, attacked and defeated the enemy, and 
soon afterwards, in consequence of this measure, found 
himself in possession of the whole of the Milanese, and 
particularly of Milan and its castle, in which he found 
artillery and ammunition sufficient to give him the 
means of undertaking further offensive operations with- 
out impeding the siege of Mantua. 

That he immediately took advantage of this favourable 
and fortunate circumstance and of the disordered state 
of the enemy to push forward into Piedmont and 
undertake the conquest of that country and of all its 
powerful fortresses. 

That the siege of the citadel of Turin was then under- 
taken with this artillery (the town being surrendered 
by capitulation). 

That in Piedmont he found the whole country ready 
and eager to receive him — the Piedmontese troops 
deserting from the French almost by raiments, and 
everywhere active in aiding the progress of the Allies ; 
that 10,000 Piedmontese soldiers might easily have been 
raised and added to the army, and that being dispersed 
in r^ments among the Bussians and the Austrians, their 
good conduct and fidelity would have been ensured ; that 
the proclamation he had issued on entering the country 
had been so favourably received that he had every reason 
to believe that its good effects had been felt at the gates 
of Lyons ; that he had made a full representation of 
the state of the country to Vienna, in which he had 
strongly recommended the immediate recall of the King 
and of the Eoyal family, and the re-estabUshment of 
the ancient Government, not only as a measure just and 
right of itself, but as likely to produce the best effects 
to the common cause; that this opinion was at first 
adopted, and that his Sardinian Majesty had in conse- 
quence been invited to return to his capital^ and H.R.H, 
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the Duke of Aosta, who had reached Alexandria in his 
way to Turin, was ordered to remain in the former city ; 
that Piedmont is now governed as a conquered country 
by an Austrian commissary estabhshed at Turin, and that 
the whole of this conduct of the Cabinet of Vienna had 
evidently produced the worst effect in the country, and 
would probably be attended with very bad consequences 
to the cause of the Alhes, and to the interests of the House 
of Austria in Italy in particular. 

That whilst these things were going on and whilst the 
Marshall was covering the siege of Turin and making 
preparations for those of Alexandria and Tortona, he was 
suddenly called to his left by the approach of Macdonald ; 
that without dwelling on the circumstance of that 
affair, and of the battle of the Trebbia by which it was 
followed (in which he said the French had more than 
30,000 men in the field and fought most ably and ob- 
stinately), he should proceed to mention that on the field 
•of battle he received a positive order from Vienna to 
abandon the siege of the citadel of Turin, and confine 
himself to the defence of the Po ; that he was fortunately 
saved from a new act of disobedience by a courier bring- 
ing an account of the actual surrender of the citadel ; 
that in that fortress he had found a prodigious artillery, 
which enabled him immediately to convert the blockade 
of Alexandria, Serravalle, and Tortona into regular sieges ; 
that in consequence of these decisive vigorous measures, 
the two former places had fallen into his hands, and that 
he was pushing the operations against Tortona, and at 
the same time preparing for a forward movement into 
the mountains to attack the French, when he was himself 
anticipated by the enemy and obliged to fight the battle, 
which terminated in the victory of Novi ; that he was 
taking measures for following up this victory by march- 
ing against Genoa on the 17th, but was prevented by the 
slowness of the Austrians; that the original plan of 
marching to the Col de Tende and investing Coni (by 

VOL. IL p 
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which the position of the French would have been turned 
and their communication with France cut off) was again 
I'esumed, and after the preparations necessary for carry- 
ing on an offensive war in the mountains were made, he 
was on the point of setting out when he received the 
news of Colonel Strauch's defeat, and of the loss of the 
little Cantons; that the critical situation in which the 
Milanese was left by this misfortune (the natural con- 
sequence of the inaction of the Archduke's armj^) obliged 
him not only to suspend his march, but to detach General 
Kray with 10,000 men for the protection of that countiy ; 
that General Kray having found on his road that 
Colonel Strauch had been able to take a very strong 
position at the foot of the St. Gothard, and that the 
enemy did not appear to be in sufficient force to attack 
the Colonel and descend into the plain, had immediately 
returned with his troops, and that the plan of marching 
against the Col de Tende was again to be resumed and 
about to be put into execution, when a positive order 
arrived from the Emperor of Gennany (dated 17th August) 
for him to proceed immediately with all his Eussians to 
Switzerland to take the command of the whole Eussian 
force, and leave the defence of Italy to the Austrians, 
which must be considered as secure now that all its for- 
tresses were taken ; that though he had not thought it 
right so far to disobey this order, as to proceed on his 
intended expedition, particularly under the circumstances 
which he had learnt of the intention of the Archduke to 
abandon Switzerland without waiting for the arrival of 
the reinforcements for Italy, yet that he had delayed 
canying into execution that part of it which directed 
him to proceed immediately to Switzerland, and that he 
had written a very strong letter on the subject to the 
Emperor, a copy of which he ordered to be sent to me, 
but which the Austrian staff officers have taken care I 
should not receive ; that in this letter (which was dated the 
28th of August) he had represented very fully the true 
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State of affairs, and the danger of the measures about to 
be adopted ; that, amongst other things, he insisted that 
Italy could not be considered as secure, until Tortona, 
Coni, and Nice should be taken ; that were he to obey 
his orders at the present moment, not only the two latter 
places must be left in the hands of the enemy, but there 
was even the greatest risk of the siege of Tortona being 
raised, the enemy (whose resources seemed to multiply 
with defeat) having been reinforced since the battle 
of Novi, and having nearly 50,000 on the whole opposed 
to him, though dispersed in three different points ; that 
the whole Russian force he could take with him amounted 
to sciircely 15,000 men unprovided with any requisite for 
a war in the mountains ; that he was of opinion, that two 
months would be sufficient to enable him to preserve 
Italy from danger on that side by the capture of Coni 
and Nice; that at the expiration of that period the 
Russian troops might be employed in Switzerland ; but 
till this service was performed it would be risking every- 
thing were he to execute the order he had received ; and 
that if at the expiration of the period he mentioned, his 
Imperial Majesty still persisted in that plan, the army to 
be employed in Switzerland must be supported with re- 
serve artillery, ammunition, pontoons, and a number of 
other articles of which it was in absolute want, and with- 
out which the troops would not be equal to the services 
required of them. 

The Marshall then observed — ^that with respect to the 
campaign, the security of Italy and the driving the French 
out of Switzerland by whoever it was to be performed 
was the utmost that could be expected ; that he should 
not now enter into the plans of the next, but should 
only say that to enable him to carry it into execution, he 
must have 90,000 or 100,000 men of good troops, that 
the whole Russian force at the beginning of the winter 
could scarcely exceed more than 45,000 men, and that 
the necessity of having 20,000 more troops of that nation 

p 2 
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to join him in Switzerland for the opening of the cam- 
paign ought to be represented to the Courts of London 
and Petersburg. He dwelt on this point for some time, 
repeating over and over f^ain what he had said, and 
concluded by affirming, that with 90,000 or 100,000 good 
men he should feel equal to the executing of the grand 
plan, which he understood had been determined on. 

The above is the substance of what Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chnton has reported, adding, however, that on each point 
the Marshall entered into more details than it is in his 
l)ower to repeat in their order. 



(No. 29.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copj.) Schaffhausen : Sept 12, 1709. 

My Lord, — Your Lordship will probably learn from 
Lord William Bentinck, that owing to his Lordship's 
absence from head-quarters at the time of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Chnton's arrival, and to the circumstance of the 
Marshall having all his letters whatever opened for him 
and read to him by his Austrian secretary, my letter to 
Marshall Suworow, though marked confidential, was first 
read by the Austrian staff for whose eye it was by no 
means calculated. 

It was not written, however, without as much con- 
sideration as the time would allow, or without foreseeing 
a possibility of its falUng into their hands. But the cir- 
cumstances under which I was called upon to act were 
such as to leave me only the choice of two evils — either of 
failing in the object which my letter was intended to ob- 
tain, or of writing in such a manner that might do harm 
should it be known to the Austrians that I had so written. 

My object was to keep the 10,000 men, and to justify 
M. de Korsakoflf who had detained them contrary to ex- 
[)ress orders. I owed to M. de Korsakoff, as well as to 
the public service which was deeply interested in the 
event, to obtain these points at any price. 
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I knew that I could only obtain them by gaining the 
confidence of the Field-Marshall, and I was enougli 
acquainted with the personal character and way of think- 
ing of that officer to know, that I could not hope to 
acquire it, but by showing him that I had observed and 
formed a right judgment of what was passing around 
me, and by speaking the fair truth in all that respected 
the conduct of the Austrians, against whom, and even to 
a certain degree against the Archduke, I know him to bo 
with reason so strongly irritated, that to attempt to act 
the part of a mediator and apologist for their faults would 
be considered as directly flying in his face. 

I have reason to believe from the report of Lord 
William Bentinck and Colonel Clinton that I have suc- 
ceeded beyond my expectation in gaining all that I 
wanted of the Marshall ; it only therefore remains to be 
considered whether I might not have done so without 
speaking in terms so strong of the Austrians. If I could, 
I have certainly done wrong. In that case, all that I can 
say in my excuse is, that 1 thought that I could not at 
the time when I wrote the letter, and that upon reading 
it over again, and duly considering the whole subject, I 
am inclined to attribute the favourable manner in which 
it was received to the very circumstance of my having 
spoken my mind so freely upon every point. 

It is, however, very essential that, as far as possible, I 
should give an explanation to my letter, which will pre- 
vent it from being supposed that any part of its contents 
were meant to reflect on the Archduke. I trust that I 
have made a sufficient disavowal of any such intention, 
without going at all out of my way, in the enclosed letter 
to Marshall Suworow of the 9 th inst. 

Among other things I fortunately have it in my power 
to remind the Archduke, that when H.R.H. wished to 
dictate to me the manner in which I should write to 
the Marshall, I distinctly answered II.R.H. that I 
thought I could undertake to carry the poijit about which 
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^we were all so anxious, but that I must be allowed to 
attempt it in my own way. 
I have the honour to be &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. WlCKHAM. 
Right Hon. Lord Gbekyillb. 

Lord Minto to Mr. Wickhavi. 

Vienna : 14tli Sept 1799. 

My dear Sir, — I received your messenger on the 9th, 
and the letters and enclosures which he brought afforded 
me in one sense great satisfaction, though God knows, the 
matter was in other senses far from agreeable. But the 
information you sent me perfectly settled my mind on 
the object I ought to aim at here, and I had the satis- 
faction of finding the intentions I had already conceived, 
confirmed by the views which I derived from you and 
Lord Mulgrave. This has been a very busy and hurried 
day, as I had an E. India packet to dispatch, and to write 
to Lord Grenville with less leisure than the importance 
and extent of the subject required ; but in order not to 
retain your messenger longer, I must beg you to accept a 
copy of my dispatch to Lord Grenville as a compendious 
mode of conveying to you the same information such as 
it is. I am happy to add that dispatches which I re- 
ceived from Lord Grenville while I was closing mine 
have furnished me with instructions and powers from the 
execution of which I trust much good may be expected. 
His dispatch was written at a period when the intentions 
of this Government were yet less favourable than they 
have since become, and when it professed a determination 
to carry the Arch Duke's army down to Mayence. Much 
has been gained since that period, and now that the 
junction of all the Eussian troops under Suwarow in 
Swisserland seems certain, and is, indeed, I trust, nearly 
effected at this moment, I trust that what we have to ask 
of Austria may be obtained without great difficulty, espe- 
cially armed as I am with powerful means of enforcing 
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our just expectations. I shall avail myself of these 
powers without delay, and shall not lose a moment in 
transmitting to you the result by messenger. In the 
mean while I feel anxious to say that I wished only to 
comply with Thugut's desire in not communicating 
through vs the Emperor's intentions to the Arch Duke 
before he should receive an intimation of them more 
directly from the Emperor himself, but that I was far 
from wishing to suppress the fact of my having unifonnly 
negotiated for the Arch Duke's remaining in Swisserland, 
and should have been happy to be quoted for as direct a 
contradiction to that falsehood as possible. I must con- 
fess that I still believe the orders which Thugut promised 
me were really intended, and that the irruption of the 
French was the real motive rather than the pretext of 
the Arch Duke's march of that particular moment. I 
will also confess very fairly what I conceive to have been 
the real and operating motive in Thugut's mind for the 
calamitous, and perhaps irretrievable feult he has com- 
mitted in arresting the progress of the Arch Duke since 
the first occupation of Zurich. The reason he gives 
appears to me so bad that I think he would not avow it 
so distinctly as he does, if it were not true. His grand 
policy in war is to spare his army. This is a sort of 
policy which seems to me perfectly to defeat itself, for 
the army which does not conquer the enemy is in the 
mean while destroying and conquering its own master. 
But this is really his system in all parts of the w-ar, and I 
do assure you he has seen the progress of Suwarow with 
more apparent terror than he has ever discovered at that 
of the enemy. He argues very openly on that point, and 
tells you of the difficulties he has to encounter in forming 
this army — of the 80,000 recruits he must now provide 
for it — of this being the seventh campaign of the 
Austrian war — of Prussia's recovering herself fresh and 
green to profit of her weakness, and of the necessity to 
preserve a force for such occasions. In his disposition to 
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indulge this sort of oeconomy in war, he saw before him in 
Swisserland a campaign which must cost many men. He 
expected the arrival of the fiussian army. He thought 
it would come sooner and be more numerous than it has 
proved, and he satisfied his ill-imderstood pohcy by lying 
by for the unhandsome advantage of throwing the loss and 
the hazard of the campaign on the troops of another 
nation. This is I am persuaded the real account of the 
matter. It is true he found no obstacle to this system 
in anything like zeal for the independence of Swisserland, 
or in any wise or general policy respecting France. To 
both of which objects he certainly feels great indifference. 
But having said and contended for all this ill of him, I 
really do not think he has been governed by any other 
more sinister motives, nor by his personal jealousy of the 
Arch Duke, though that quality is by no means wanting 
either. I venture to give you the trouble of reading all 
this though I hardly know that it leads to any practical 
consequences ; but I wish you to know as correctly as we 
can discover it, what sort of person the whole business of 
this empire hangs upon. For it is with him and through 
him that all the good, bad, or indifferent we can look for 
from Austria, and all its power, must be accomplished. 
By Lord Grenville's dispatch, I flatter myself that Lord 
Mulgrave's arrival here is pretty certain. I wish to God 
he may come. I am confident it will do good, at least I 
am so much interested in thinking so, that I cannot per- 
suade myself to doubt it. Pray continue to communicate 
with me, and to afford me that assistance which any man 
chained to the same sort of oar would I think require. 

I wish you a thousand joys of the surrender of the 
Dutch fleet, and all that Mr. Grenville no doubt tells you. 

I wish you joy too of the conquest of Mysore. It is 
one of the fruits of Buonaparte's expedition. Believe 
me ever. 

My Dear Sir, most faithfully and affectionately yours, 

MiNTO. 
W. WiCKHAM, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 
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Field Marshal Suworow to Mi\ Wickham. 

(Tranfilation.) 

Your Excellency, — I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that the Russian troops of the array of Italy 
are collected at this moment, part at BelUnzona, 
and part at Tavemi ; we have been here since the 15th, 
and operations would have already begun, if there had 
not been so many difficulties with regard to mules 
necessary for the transport of provisions ; we have been 
expecting them from day to day, and no sooner had a 
part of them arrived than one half deserted ; such are 
the circumstances in which I have been placed, and in 
order not to delay any longer beginning operations, 
which naturally became more urgent from day to day, 
both on account of provisions, and of the length of time 
afforded to the enemy to make his preparations, I have 
been obliged to make use of the horses of the Cossacks to 
carry on the provisions, so as by this expedient to be in 
a position to recommence operations to-morrow the 21st. 

Such is the state of things that I have the pleasure of 
communicating to your Excellency. 

I have the honour to be, your Excellency, with the 
highest consideration, your very humble and obedient 
servant, 

Prince Italique Comte Alexandre 

SuwoROW Rymnikskl 

Tavemi : 20th September, 1799. 

Lord Minto to Mr. Wickham. 

(Extract) Vienna: 23rd Sept., 1799. 

. . , . I must in candour own that when I last 
wrote to you I did not do justice to the profound merits 
of Baron Thugut's policy^ in ascribing the backwardness 
of the Austrian operations in Swisserland merely to his 
desire to save the troops. I am now furnished with 
strong evidence that his views in the war require time to 
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mature them, and that he wishes to procrastinate ; but 
that above all he is desirous of retarding the proposed 
attack on the territories of France ; being adverse to that 
object even in the end, but decidedly so at present. — He 
is going to attempt the conversion of the Emperor of 
Eussia on that point, over whom also he will endeavour 
to estabUsh an Austrian influence, at the expense of that 
which he supposes or asserts England to exercise at 
present over the coimsels of that Prince. But I cannot 
imagine that there is the sUghtest chance of his either 
duping or seducing Paul the 1st from the line of honour 
and true wisdom which he is at present pursuing. And 
if the intrigue which is on the point of being attempted 
at St. Petersburgh should fail, as it must be expected to 
do, I should conceive that the union of England and 
Eussia in the same views, and the influence which those 
powers united may exercise over the mind and counsels 
of the Emperor, both from what he has to fear, and what 
he has to hope, may enable us to secure during the 
winter, and during the season of negotiation, a con- 
currence in our views and a real and effective co-opera- 
tion in the next campaign. 

Sir Charles Whitworih to Mr. Wickham. 

St. Petersburg : Sept. 23, 1799. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter from Schaff'hausen, of the 15th August, 
inclosing Extracts from your Dispatches to Lord Grenville 
of the 14th and 24th of same month, and also the copy 
of a Letter which you had written to Marshall Suworow. 

Fully sensible of the anxiety which General Korsakoff 
will naturally feel at the degree of responsibility which 
he has, at your so urgent request, taken upon himself 
upon this occasion, I lose not a moment in forwarding to 
you by messenger, for his satisfaction and for your own, 
the fullest assurance that every thing which has been 
done has met with his Imperial Majesty's entire appro ba- 
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tion. I beg therefore you will immediately set General 
Korsakoff entirely at ease as to the opinion which the 
Emperor entertains of his conduct, and that you will 
yourself be assured that such is his Imperial Majesty's 
confidence in your judgment, discretion and local know- 
ledge of the country where you are accredited, that he is 
under no kind of anxiety, and is fully prepared to ap- 
prove whatever you may think proper to recommend. — 
As much will be signified to General Korsakoff, through 
Count Stackelberg, to whom you will have the goodness 
to convey the inclosed letter. 

Your letter to Marshall Suworow has been fully ap- 
proved of by the Emperor, as it must be by the Marshall 
himself. But the Emperor cannot but feel the utmost 
surprise at the precipitation with which H.E.H. the Arch- 
duke was preparing to quit his positions in Swisser- 
land on the arrival of the Eussian army, and on pretence 
that the orders of his Court, signified to him by Count 
Dietrichstein, were positive. These orders were, I con- 
clude, founded on the adoption of the plan of operations 
suggested by his Majesty to the two Imperial Courts ; but 
the Austrian Cabinet appears to have totally forgotten 
that it never was, nor could have been the intention, 
either of his Majesty or of this Court, that such a plan 
should be attempted, untill, as was expressly declared, the 
deliverance of Italy and Swisserland should be entirely 
effected. How far that was the case when the Arch- 
duke threatened to carry the orders of his Court into 
effect, your statement of facts fully proves ; and there can 
be no doubt that had his Eoyal Highness persisted, the 
whole country would have been lost, and the Eussian 
army in all probability annihilated. It is by your 
strenuous and indefatigable exertions that this misfortune 
lias been avoided, and I have the highest satisfaction in 
assuring you that the seiTice you have thereby rendered 
the common cause is justly appreciated by the Emperor. 

Whenever Swisserland shall be evacuated, or at least 
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whenever the force of the enemy shall be no longer so 
much beyond all proportion as it now is to that of the 
Russians, then his Imperial Majesty will be content that 
his troops shall take charge of that country, leaving the 
Archduke to extend his line along the Bhine, provided 
always that the intermediate corps to be entrusted to the 
command of the Prince of Wurtemberg shall in no case be 
composed of less than 45,000 men, and that it shall be 
in immediate contact with the right of the Russian 
army under the command of Marshall Suworow, who as 
you probably know is to leave Italy as soon as Tortona 
shall have surrendered to the allies. Eenewed instruc- 
tions to this effect are now sent to Count Eosamofiskj-, 
and I sincerely hope he may be induced to make use of 
them at last, to their full extent ; it is certain that nothing 
more can be done by the Emperor of Russia, unless 
recourse be had to measures of absolute coercion, which 
God forbid ! 

The Emperor of Russia is not at a loss to account for the 
haste with which the Austrian Cabinet would draw the 
Archduke's army from Swisserland towards the Lower 
Rhine. He understands clearly that it is to the success 
which may fairly be expected in the expedition against 
Holland, and in that event to the possibility of an English 
and Russian army penetrating into the Low Countries 
before an Austrian force shall arrive there, that it is to 
be ascribed; at all events, allowing the Archduke to 
hasten towards the Low Countries, (where it is probable 
however that he will now come too late) his Imperial 
Majesty conceives that the Russian army in Swisserland, 
which with General Rosenberg's corps, that of General 

Rh (lately taken into the pay of his Majesty, to 

make up the deficiency in the corps of General Korsakoff 
which from henceforward is to be paid for at the rate of 
35,000 men), the Swiss, should they determine to act out 
of their own country, and the Wurtembergers, will 
amount to upwards of 80,000 men, would be sufficient, 
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with the 45,000 men then under the PriFice of Wurtem- 
berg, within such a distance as to cover completely its 
right flank, and to co-operate with it, to penetrate into 
Tranche Compt^, and carry into effect the important plan 
from which such decisive advantages may be fairly 
expected. 

The arrival long ere this of Count Stackelberg in 
Swisserland, will shew you in what manner the w^ishes of 
the worthy Avoyer de Steigeur have been anticipated. It 
was at Lord Grenville's desire that I mentioned to his 
Imperial Majesty'sMinistersthe propriety of such a mission, 
and it was immediately adopted. I venture to recom- 
mend my friend Count Stackelberg to your friendship 
and confidence ; I am confident you will find him worthy 
of both. It may perhaps be sometimes necessary to allay 
the apprehensions he may feel, as must naturally be the 
case with every one intrusted with a responsibility by 
this Court, at going beyond the strict letter of his instruc- 
tions. I am persuaded he will never incur blame in 
following your suggestions, and I hope and trust we shall 
on all future occasions be as successful as we have on this, 
in reconciling his Imperial Majesty. 

I beg leave to inclose a Letter from Monsr, Vauvilieres. 
Between ourselves, he has been for some time past a 
heavy charge upon me. If he has any claims, it would 
be rendering him, and me, an essential service, in enabling 
him to assert them. 

I trust you will have the goodness to excuse the haste 
and inaccuracy with which this is written. I fear you 
will find my writing scarcely legible, but I did not choose 
to employ any other. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient and 
most humble Servant, 

Chas. Whitworth. 

* Jean FraD9ois Vauvilliers, a the Revolution, but resisted its ex- 

distingulsbed scholar; born 1739, cesses; he was one of the victims 

died at St Petersburg 1801. He of the 18th Fructidor. 
took part in the earlier events of 
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For your further satisfaction I inclose you a letter 
I have tliis moment received from Count Eosbopian. 
Count Stackelberg will explain to you the degree of con- 
fidence and credit which he enjoys. 

W. WiCKHAM, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 

Lieuteiiant-Colonel Clinton* to Mr. Wickham. 

Mutten : 28th Sept. 

My dear Sir, — ^As I am sure you must be very anxious 
to hear of this army, I take the earliest opportunity, that 
the hope of the communication being open furnishes me 
with, to inform you that the two columns of Field- 
Marshall Suworow's army formed a junction at XJrseren 
in the evening of the 24th. The first, commanded by 
the Marshall himself, having forced the passage of 
Mount St. Gothard, which was defended by a detach- 
ment of about 1 ,800 of the enemy ; the second, under 
Lieutenant- General Eosenberg, which had marched by Dis- 
sentis and Tavetsch, attacked and defeated three battalions 
of the enemy in the Httle plain of Urseren, part of which 
retired by Hospital before the arrival of the first column, 
the rest by the Pont de Diable. On the 25th, owing 
to the resistance a few companies made at the Pont de 
Diable, and to the roads having been rendered impassable, 
the army only reached Wasen, and it was not possible to 
join Major-General Auffenberg, who had marched from 
Dissentis upon'Amsteg, and had been engaged with the 
enemy the greater part of the day. 

On the 2Gth, after burning the bridge at Amsteg, the 
enemy, under Le Combe, and from the report of 
prisoners about 2,500 men strong, retreated to Altorf, 
and from thence part to Fluelen, the remainder across 
the Eeuss toward the Engelberg. 

Yesterday the army marched at four o'clock in the 
morning, but the road was so difficult across the high 

* Lieut.-Col. Clinton was at of Suworow on its march over 
this time, by direction of Lord the Alps. 
Mulgrave, accompanying the army 
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mountain which separates the valley of Shacken from 
that of Mutten, that the advanced guard did not reach 
this place till seven in the evening, when they made 
prisoners about ninety men, which had been sent from 
Schweitz. From the report of General Linken, that he had 
beaten the enemy near Glaris on the 25th and 26th, the 
army will proceed to execute the remainder of the opera- 
tions as formerly concerted. 

I am, my dear Sir, with sincere regard, your faithfull 
and obedient Servant, 

H. Clinton. 

The Marshall has applied to me to procure him some 
English ale ; he says it is what keeps him alive. As you 
are likely to be stationary — at least, I hope so — will you 
have the goodness to direct some dozen to be sent to your 
address. 

Major-General Titof to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, — ^The troops which I have brought back from 
XJznach, after having fought there, being destitute of pro- 
visions, and this object, joined with other wants they are 
likely to have, absolutely requiring funds, I beg your 
Excellency to be so good as to advance me the sum of 
two hundred louis, which our General Commandant will 
repay to you as soon as possible. This attention on your 
part will be, under present circumstances, of the greatest 
value to me. 

I have the honour to be, with very profound respect, 

the very humble and very obedient servant of your 

Excellency, 

Major-General Titof. 

ConstaDce: 29th Sept; 1700. 

(No. 30.) Mr, Wickham to Lord Grenville, 

(Copy. Most confidential.) Ravenspurg : Sundaj; SOth Sept, 1700, 6 A.x. 

My Lord, — ^I have the honour to inform your Lordship 
that I reached this place last night, after having been 
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obliged to abandon successively Zurich, Wintertlmr, 
Frauenfeld, Constance, and Moerspurg. The enemy 
entered Constance yesterday at 10 a.m., and before I 
left Moerspurg had repaired the bridge of Petershausen, 
passed over into the peninsula between the two small 
lakes and secured a number of boats that had been left 
at Stadt, to carry away the Eussian army and Austrian 
magazines. 

On Tuesday, the 24th iiist., the Russian force, under 
General Korsakoff, was stationed nearly as follows : — 
On the side of Baden, or rather below that place, seven 

or eight battalions. 
At the Camp of Seebach either eight or nine battalions. 
In and before Zurich from six to seven thousand men. 
At Eapperschwyl two battalions which had been detached 

to cover General Hotze's right. 
At Eghsau and Schaffhausen a small reserve. 

The Cavalry was distributed among these different corps, 
but in what proportion I do not exactly know. 

The Camp at Seebach was at the distance of about three 
miles from Zurich to the left of the road from that place 
to EQotten. From this point the whole force of the camp 
might easily have been carried in two or three hours 
to any part of the Limmat above Baden, where the French 
should have attempted an attack. 

According to the plan of operations proposed by 
General Hotze, and approved by Field-Marshall Suworow, 
six battalions were detached from the camp at Seebach 
about nine o'clock of the night of Tuesday, the 24th, 
towards Eapperschwyl. 

These battalions had not left the place above an 
hour when intelligence (false and fabricated for the 
purpose) was received, that the enemy meditated an 
attack on Zurich during the night ; in consequence of 
which General Korsakoff ordered, 1 believe, two battalions 
from the camp of Seebach to march to Zurich, so that the 
whole line from Baden to Zurich was left to the pro- 
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tection of the three battalions dispersed along the 
Limmat. 

Not knowing the exact number of the battalions in 
the camp of Seebach on the 24th, I cannot say with 
certainty whether any force whatever remained in it on 
the morning of the 25th. But there probably could not 
be more than a single battalion. 

About four in the morning a heavy cannonade was 
heard on the side of Hong, a village about a league 
below Zurich on the road which leads from that place to 
Baden, along the right bank of the Limmat. Being 
lodged in a country-house about a mile from the town, 
and being unable to learn anything from Zurich, I 
mounted my horse at half-past six and rode towards 
Hong. At the distance of about half a mile on this side 
of the village, I overtook General Korsakoflf riding very 
slowly forwards. 

At this time there was a thick mist on the river 
on the other side of Hong, but the plain before Zurich, 
the Albis, and the whole of the French position oh 
the hills was clearly to be seen, and there was not the 
least appearance of any extraordinary movement in any 
part of their hne, excepting that a regiment of dragoons 
had left the camp and was drawn up on the left bank of 
the Limmat opposite to the village of Hong. The hill 
on the right was also perfectly distinguishable almost as 
far as Baden, and certainly at that moment no troops of 
either army had taken any position on the heights on 
this side the river. 

Below the village there was a very heavy cannonade 
and a weak fire of musketry. I could distinctly see the 
flash of every gun and hear the ball pass so as to judge 
of its direction ; and I am perfectly confident the enemy 
had not at a quarter before seven one single piece of 
cannon in battery on this side the river. I could learn 
nothing from General Korsakoff, who appeared, not so 
much alarmed as confused and uncertain what measures to 

VOL. II. Q 
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take, nor can I say, at this moment, whether he had then 
received any information of what was going on or no. 

In a few minutes we were met by Cblonel Lambert, a 
French officer in the Bussian service, who informed the 
General that the enemy was not in force ; that with his 
r^ment of dragoons alone he had attacked and driven 
them back to the point where they had crossed ; but that 
having received a reinforcement, they had returned to 
the charge, and forced him to retire after he had had his 
horse killed under him, and had been wounded in the 
1^. He added, that he did not doubt but that the enemy 
would be easily driven over the river as soon as any rein- 
forcement should arrive. 

To my utter astonishment Gfeneral Korsakoff neither 
questioned Colonel Lambert as to any particulars of the 
enemy's force, of that which was assembled to oppose 
them, or of the manner in which they had passed the 
river. 

At the entrance of the village of Hong we met General 
Hiller, of whom, though retiu'ning from the side of the 
enemy and acknowledged to be an excellent officer, M. 
de Korsakoff neither asked information or advice, but 
continued riding forwards after the common salutations 
had passed between them. 

I immediately rode up to General Hiller and begged 
he would give me his real opinion of the state of things. 

He said, that he had been very near the enemy, and 
that he was persuaded they were not in force ; but that 
he saw nothing to oppose them ; that he was afraid the 
battalions dispersed dong the river had been either sur- 
prised or defeated as they came up in small bodies, and 
that it was probable that the enemy had passed in greater 
force somewhere bdow; that in either case the place 
where we were was unsafe, as the hill above us was not 
occupied by the Bussians, and the enemy might cross it, 
get into the Klotten road, and cut off our retreat to 
Zurich, adding that he himself was returning to town to 
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send off an express to Qeneral Hotze for the six battalions 
that had been detached in the evening, with which a posi- 
tion might be taken on the Zurich-Berg to cover the town. 

I returned with General Hiller to Zurich, and on our 
road we observed a column of the enemy about half-past 
seven attack the Russian position at Wollishof, between 
Mount Albis and the lake ; though the fire in that quarter 
became immediately very violent, yet it was evident that 
it was only a false attack. Unfortunately M. de Korsakoff 
thought otherwise, left the real point, rode through Zurich 
without asking the opinion of anybody, and took up his 
station in the neighbourhood of Wollishof, from whence 
nothing could remove him till two in the afternoon, when 
he went to the gate of Elotten, and remained there till the 
enemy was actually firing into the ditch of the town of 
Zurich from the glacis and covered way of which they 
were in possession. 

At ten o'clock, being informed that Qeneral Saacken, 
who commanded the Bussians on this side of Hong, had 
been driven back into that village — that he had sent 
successively four aides-de-camp and the Honourable 
Captain Proby to bring M. de Korsakoff back, or at least 
to obtain some succours from the left bank of the Limmat 
— ^and that Colonel Bamsay and the Baron de Boll had 
also gone on the same errand, but without success, I 
determined to go with General Hiller in search of him in 
the hope that our joint representations might have a 
better effect. 

I believe I have omitted to mention to your Lordship 

that General Hiller is the officer appointed to reside at 

the Bussian head-quarters by the Archduke Charles. 

When we arrived about half-past eleven o'clock on the 

hiU a little beyond Wollishof, we saw the Bussians who 

had repulsed the French attack actually at the foot of 

Mount Albis, on the great road leading from Zurich to 

Lucerne, their chasseurs half-way up the mountain 

attacking the French camp which seemed nearly aban- 

a3 • 
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doned, and a French battalion under arms on the top of 
the hill readv to receive the Bussians. We could see 
nothing, however, of General Korsakoflf, and had no hope 
of finding him, as he had entered the thick wood which 
runs from the point where we were standing to the oot 
of the Albis. 

The hedges and vineyards all about the villages were 
lull of wounded and dead Bussians, though I do not re- 
collect having seen five dead Frenchmen on the whole 
ground. This is easily accounted for from the nature of 
the country, which is particularly well calculated for the 
French manner of fighting, and from the mode of attack 
of the Bussians who appear to trust only to the bayonet, 
against which the French never attempt to stand. 

The firing in our rear having become by this time 
very serious, and approaching very near to the town, we 
found it necessary, for our own safety, to return with- 
out loss of time, after General Hiller had sent another 
oflScer in search of M. de Korsakoff. 

Before we entered the town we rode, however, for a 
few minutes into the plain before Zurich, in front of the 
Bussian camp, which was still standing^ and were there 
witness to a sight, which I will endeavour to describe 
while it is yet fresh in my recollection. Certainly nothing 
like it was ever seen before. 

The Bussian camp, as I said before, was standing, the 
whole greatly within the range of the French cannon in 
their entrenchments on the mountains, from which, how- 
ever, not a shot was fired, evidently that they might not 
risk bringing back the Bussians, who were running on 
the road to Lucerne and up the Albis, until the town 
of Zurich should be carried from the other side. 

Before the camp a very fine regiment of hussars, a 
battalion of infantry and a corps of Cossacks, with eight or 
ten pieces of artillery, were drawn up in a line of battle, 
with no enemy in front, the French batteries on the moun- 
tains ready to take them on their left flank whenever it 
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should be thought advisable, and the enemy on the oppo- 
site side advancing almost on a line with their right flank. 
Behind us, at the distance of about six miles, were the 
Russians running like madmen up Mount Albis, actually 
in possession of the French camp, and apparently in- 
attentive to everything that was passing behind them. 

On the opposite side of the river was a battalion and 
some detached companies of Bussians, supported by a 
regiment of dragoons and some Cossacks retiring slowly 
before the French, and already within about a mile and 
a half of Zurich. They were firing without knowing at 
what, and charging with the bayonet, though they could 
not see the enemy. 

In the vines and hedges before them were two batta- 
lions of French chasseurs, dispersed in such a manner 
that you could not see two of them together, and never 
showing themselves but at the moment when they fired. 

Behind them, along the great road, marched a very 
strong battaUon, formed in a very close column, towards 
which the chasseurs retreated when the Russians charged 
into the vineyards with the bayonet. 

The regiment of Russian dragoons attempted to charge 
once or twice, but before they had gone forty yards, they 
were exposed to so severe a fire from the chasseurs in 
the vines and on each side of the road, that it was im- 
possible for them to get on. 

There was every appearance that the Russians whom 
we thus saw engaged were all that remained of the camp 
at Seebach, and of the three battalions stationed on the 
Limmat. 

The troops on the side of Baden were completely cut 
off. They appeared besides to be occupied in their own 
defence, as we heard a very heavy cannonade from that 
side. 

On the Zurich-Berg and the ramparts of the town 
there was not a man to be seen, so that there was every 
appearance that the town would be carried in half-an- 
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hour by assault. At this moment I observed a regiment 
of French chasseurs, some squadrons of hussars, and a 
piece of artillery turn the top of the hill, about a mile 
from the village of Hong, and almost on the flank of the 
Bussians. This gun, which was the only one I had yet 
seen over the water, was immediately unlimbered, and 
began to fire with astonishing quickness, whilst the 
chasseurs and the hussars, leaving only a small de- 
tachment for the protection of the gun, descended the 
hill on the other side by a narrow path that leads into 
the road from Klotten to Zurich. 

The fire from this cannon having obliged the Bussians 
to fall still further back, and to come lower dovm the hill, 
three pieces of artillery were run down by the Fi-ench 
to the banks of the Limmat on the left side of the river, 
within five hundred yards of the point where we were 
standing, close behind the line of Bussian and French 
videttes which your Lordship will find described in the 
little plan I sent in one of my earliest dispatches. They 
immediately opened across the river a very heavy fire on 
the left flank of the Bussians, and obliged them to fall 
back almost to the gates of Zurich, and within the pro- 
tection of their own line of videttes on our side of the 
water. 

Had the Bussians and Cossacks on the left bank charged 
this artillery, they must inevitably have taken all the three 
pieces, but they were under positive orders not to quit their 
position. 

It was now evident that the French were not yet in 
force before the town, or they would have risked an im- 
mediate attack on Zurich. 

It was equally so that they had detached their whole 
strength over the water within the last two hoiu^, and 
that it would be in a very short time before Zurich, or 
they would not have sent these three pieces of cannon 
unguarded in front of a regiment of hussars and a batta- 
hon of infantry. I left things in this situation at one 
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o'clock, rode through the town, and went out at the 
Winterthur gate, where I found the hussars and 
chasseurs who had turned the hill actucdly an the 
Klotten road, skirmishing with the regiment of dragoons, 
which I had left retiring along the banks of the 
limmat. 

The two roads are separated only by a common 
field, not five hundred yards over, so that the enemy 
would unquestionably have been in the town before I 
left it, had not this regiment marched to the Klotten 
road ; for the gate of Winterthur was open, not a piece 
of cannon near it, and guarded only by some militia of 
the town. 

It was to the judicious conduct of the Hon. lieute- 
nant-Colonel Stewart that the town owed its safety at that 
moment. The Bussian officers having entirely lost the 
faculty of observing what was passing round them, 
Colonel Stewart took upon him to conduct the r^ment, 
with General Saacken's consent, and to place it in a 
position where it covered the town effectually till the 
arrival of some of the regiments from Bappersdiwyl. 

I have been thus full in stating to your Lordship what 
I observed myself, not only because from some of the 
facts I have related your Lordship may learn the 
nature and causes of the calamity that has befallen us, 
but because a number of detailed and contradictory 
accounts will reach England, as well as all parts of the 
world. This day being certainly one of the most ex- 
traordinary and memorable of which we have any 
accounts in history. 

What passed after two o'clock I cannot speak to with 
any certainty. I believe the whole was one general scene 
of disorder. 

The regiments as they came in from Bapperschwyl and 
from the Albis, instead of being made to take a position 
on the Zurich-Berg with their artillery (in which case 
the enemy would never have dared to enter Zurich), were 
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led successively through the town against the French, 
who were hourly receiving reinforcements and bringing 
up artillery, and sacrificed one by one in attacks which 
were fruitless only because they were made with insuffi- 
dent force. Without having seen it, it is not possible 
to have an idea of the manner in which the Bussian in- 
fantry behaved. In the course of the morning I had an 
opportunity of conversing with mihtary men of different 
services, who all agreed in saying that nothing they had 
ever seen was at all to be compared to it either for 
steadiness under fire, or boldness and rapidity of attack. 

It was a melancholy thing for those who could under- 
stand them to hear the poor soldiers on every side re- 
peating the name of Suworow, and calling on him to 
come to their assistance. They really expected every 
moment that he would have appeared on the top of the 
Albis, cm which side they knew he was approaching. 
About nine in the evening all the surviving troops were 
shut up in the town with the baggage and the wounded 
in a state of the most horrible confusion and disorder. 

In the morning the French having brought up some 
heavy artillery b^an firing on the place. 

About eleven or twelve o'clock all that remained of 
the Euasians forced their way out of the town and 
retreated towards Eglisau, but under what circumstances 
and with what loss I have not yet been able to learn, nor 
do we know what has happened to the town, and its 
unfortunate inhabitants. 

At the same time that the enemy crossed the limmat 
another body of troops passed the Linth at the head of 
the lake of Zurich, surprised a part of General Hotze's 
corps and penetrated to the General's head-quarters, 
where the Austrians having rallied and being supported 
by two Eussian battalions from Eapperschwyl, the enemy 
was repulsed and finally driven back over the river. 

But General Hotze and Colonel Plunkett having fallen 
in the early part of the action, and the enemy having 
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effected another passage near Wesen, the Austrians retired 
in considerable disorder, and by the latest accounts had 
actually passed the Ehine at Bheineck. 

The Eussian corps at Baden appears to have effected 
its retreat to Eglisau, and to have formed a junction with 
the troops which escaped from Zurich. 

General Nauendorff* and the [Prince of] Cond^ are 
alsb in the neighbourhood of Schaff^hausen to-day, and 
the Archduke is expected in person. 

I have also learned by an express from General Hiller 
that Field Marshall Suworow had reached Schweitz after 
having carried the St. Gothard ; unfortunately all his 
magazines were formed at Eapperschwyl, so that I fear 
unless he can take some of those belonging to the French, 
that he will be obliged to retreat for want of subsistence. 

Nothing is yet lost, and if the Archduke would take 
upon himself to act with becoming spirit and vigour, this 
business may yet turn to the disadvantage of the French. 

I am afiraid however that the loss of the Eussians can- 
not be estimated at less than 10,000 men, so that rein- 
forcements must be obtained from some quarter or other. 

Upon this subject I have already written to Lord 
Mulgrave and Lord Minto. 

I humbly trust his Majesty will excuse me if I have 
sent your Lordship nothing but this hasty and imperfect 
report. I had hoped to have obtained a moment of leisure 
(the first since I have left Zurich), but General Hiller 
has sent a second express to me to beg most earnestly 
that I would join him immediately at Lindau, from 
whence he is in hopes to be able to march forward upon 
St. Gall. 

All the English who were in Zurich are safe, and have 
joined me. Lieutenant-Colonel Eamsay is gone to 
JEglisau to see M. de Korsakoff*, and I shall proceed 
myself to Field Marshall Suworow's head-quarters, after 
having seen General Hiller. 

Your Lordship's dispatches by Basset the messenger were 
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delivered to me on the 24tlL I shall pay due obedience 
to the commands they contain, and will write to your 
Lordship fully on their important contents by the first 
messenger. 

The Advoyer de Steiguer was saved, but not Mrithout 
great diflSculty. He refused for a long time to leave 
Zurich, nor would he stir till the greater part of the Swiss 
Hospital had been removed. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c, 

Wm. Wickhak. 

Right Honouimble Lord Grevtiixb. 

F.S. 10 A.M. — I have just learned that Constance has 
been retaken this moiiiing by the dragoons of the 
Archduke Ferdinand. 



Mr. WickhanCs notes* on the battle of Zurich. 

You ask me two questions with respect to Zurich : first, why 
I did not send your mother off sooner? secondly, when it was I 
first ascertained that the French had crossed in force ? I will 
answer them both together by the following short narrative. 
It was between four and five a.ii. that I was waked by firing 
from the lower Limmat. I instantly dressed, mounted my 
horse, and galloped along the road to Hong; having first 
desired your mother, whom I left under the care of St. 
George,t to get off as fast as she could ; passing through the 
town, and taking the road to Winterthur (observe that I knew 
that the E. battalions, from Regensberg, had been detached, 
leaving an incompetent force on the river; this rendered me 
mistrustful). When I left home some streaks of light were 
visible in the east, but it was still so dark that as I approached 
Hong I distinctly saw the light of the fusees of howitzer 
shells crossing the river from the French aide^ so that I had, 

* These notes are contained in 1838. 
two letters from Mr. Wickham to f Hie Count of St. George, a 

his son, written aAer a visit to Swiss gentleman of the Pays de 

Zurich in June 1838. The date Yaud, at this time private secre- 

of the first is lost, the second is tary to Mr. Wickham. 
dated Coppet, Saturday, June 30, 
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even then, no doubt about a passage — ^whether it was a real one, 
or a diversion was the object of my expedition ; all was quiet 
about Zurich, and considerably lower down the Limmat than 
Hong. My adventures on the road, my overtaking first General 
Hiller, then G-eneral Korsakoff, and meeting Colonel Lambert 
returning from the scene of action wounded, are all detailed in 
my dispatch. After meeting with Colonel Lambert, neither 
Hiller nor myself had any doubt about the attack being a real 
one. Whilst conversing with Korsakoff and Lambert on the 
other side of Hong, about half a league, I observed to the Gen- 
eral that the Colonel was wounded, on which he sent him off 
^pour 8€ faire pauaer,'' having hardly asked him a question ; the 
information collected from him was obtained by questions from 
Hiller. He had left us only two or three minutes when we 
heard a tremendous firing on the side of WoUishof, where a 
fiuBsian corps was stationed. Wollishof is a village on the 
lake, a good cannon-shot from the extremity of the south-east 
rampart of Zurich; all was quiet, however, at Zurich and 
along the river, but the daylight enabled us to see that the French 
force on the plain, a part of Soger's regiment among them, was 
very considerably reinforced. The instant the firing began at 
Wollishof, Korsakoff turned his horse round, and, without a 
word to either of us, set off full gallop for Zurich, through 
which he passed without giving any orders, and put himself at 
the head of the corps at Wollishof, instead of withdrawing that 
corps and the troops forming the camp in the Sihlfeld through 
the town, and occupying the Zurichberg. Hiller and myself, 
having no doubt of the reality of the attack, then returned to 
the town, but slowly because Hiller was unable to bear 
either trot or gallop of a horse, having been badly wounded at 
the first battle of Zurich. On passing in front of the Beck- 
enhof, I entered the house to take leave of my kind friend 
and landlord M. Hess, and inform him of his perilous situation, 
General Hiller proceeding to Zurich, from whence he took on 
himself to send orders to recall the six battalions that had been 
fatally detached, not from the Geisberg as you suppose, but 
from Kegensdorf, a village behind the chain of hills parallel to 
the Limmat, of which the Hongberg makes a part. On entering 
the house, I found my carriages, baggage-waggon, &c., in the 
courtyard, and your mother fast asleep on her bed, but dressed, 
and everything ready for an immediate start; she had decided 
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that the attack was a false one, as she saw that the tents of the 
Russian camp in the Sihlfeldt were not struck — St. George, 
also was unhappily of the same opinion: we entered the town 
together, when I was immediately so pressed to go and try to 
bring the Russian General back that I could not refuse ; and 
Hiller and I went together on this most decided fooFs errand, 
of which you know the result. I left your mother with bag, 
baggage, and all about, to mount the Winterthur road — delays 
happened which I have not room to explain; and on my return, 
I found her sitting in the carriage with Victor Fischer, the 
Avoyer's uncle, who had been wounded at WoUishof — and there 
was a want of horses. I sacrificed my caliche, of which the 
French made a great boast,^ and sent my ba^[age-waggon by 
cross roads where it escaped by miracle. I then escorted your 
mother through the perils with which you are acquainted ; 
there was then no other carriage road but that over the Zurich- 
berg to Winterthur, Constance, or St. Gall, along which our 
travelling carriages could have passed. You know the result* 
Happily having seen the Russian dragoons in the suburb round 
the Reckenhof, the idea came into my mind to engage the brave 
Stewart to try and make them of service. Luckily, on going 
out of the suburb, he could not see Roger's dragoons, or neither 
he, instinctively bold as he was, nor the Russian Colonel, would 
have attempted the charge that saved us. The six battalions 
at Regensdorf were specially extended to oppose a passage at 
Dietikon, the only dangerous point, from which they were distant 
only three quarters of an hour. 

I have reserved this cover for the remainder of my late 
supplementary letter, which will be devoted to Zurich. The 
first important doubtful point that I clsared up was the follow- 
ing. When with General Hiller in the Sihlfeldt, we observed 
the French detach from the village of Hong, which they had 
only just then passed, a battalion at least, probably more, of 
infantry and two pieces of cannon up a mountain road leading 
apparently to the top of the Hongberg. It seems however that 
it branches off to the right among the woods long before it 

* The French boasted of the contain an announcement that 

capture not only of the carriage * T^pouse de Wickham, rainistre 

but of Mrs. Wickham also. The Anglais, a et^ prine k Zurich.' 
Paris papers of the 8th of October 
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reaches the top^ and has its debouckS just above the road from 
Zurich to SchaffhauaeUf about a mile from Zurich, exactly 
opposite to that portion of the road to WinterthuVj along the 
Zurichberg (or Geisberg, as it is named in most of the modern 
maps), of which I found the French in possession. It was the 
sight of this detachment — he little thought that it would be be- 
forehand with me — that induced Killer strongly to press my im" 
mediate departure by the road of Winterhur (as your mother, he 
supposed, had already taken that road), and not to accompany 
him along the lake. I have never seen him since, but I have 
no doubt that he was well acquainted with the short cut through 
the woods of the Hongberg above mentioned, and knew all the 
danger which it threatened, viz., the cutting off in a very short 
time all retreat from Zurich, as well by the Winterthur as the 
Schaff hausen road. Hong is a little more than a league from 
Zurich by the upper Baden road, along which the main body of 
the French was advancing, and probably somethmg nearer to the 
debouche from the woods. Be that as it may, the detachment 
had made so much diligence that when Stewart's charge had par- 
tially cleared my way, I saw the two guns unlimbered in front of 
the debotichS, rather a commanding position, with three or four 
companies of infantry in advance, and actually on the Schaff- 
hausen road, and others mounting the hills between the two 
roads, whilst the remainder of the detachment, i.e. the advanced 
guard, were not only in possession of a portion of the Winterthur 
road before us, but that that part of them which was on their 
right, i.e. nearest to Zurich, had actually crossed the road and 
was skirnushing with the Bussians in the woods ; so that when 
we passed under the protection of the astonishment and alarm 
caused by Stewart's charge, we had for a short space the French 
on both sides of us and close to us. A little to thelefl of the 
two guns was the regiment of chasseurs a cheval, of which 
General Boger (you remember my conversation with him at 
Bagneres de Luchon) made a part; 200 or 300 of them were in 
line on the Schaffhausen road, others were continually follow- 
ing each other out of the wood. This cavalry, till the other 
day, had always puzzled me, for not only we saw none detached 
from Hong, but the main advancing army had none with them, 
at least none in sights The upper road from Baden along which 
it advanced is narrow, stony and bad, with vineyards bounded 
by stone walls on each side over which the French infantry 
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leaped, as we distinctly saw from the Sihlfeldt, when the Rnssiaxi 
dragoons who were retreating before them faced about and 
charged them, ' a pureperteJ* On this last excursion I distinctly 
saw that the cavalry had come by a different road from the 
infantry and the guns, viz., by Segensdorf (not Regensberg)* 
the very spot where the Archduke always had his great re- 
serve — fifteen or sixteen battalions, and from which the Sussian 
reserve of six battalions had been fatally detached at nightfisdl 
the preceding evening. It was no wonder that the detachment 
from Hong should have reached the Winterthur road two hours 
before the advanced guard of the main body reached the Beck- 
enhof, as the latter was obliged to fight its way, whilst neither 
the infantry and artillery of the detachment, nor the cavalry from 
Begensdorf met a single enemy on the road till they had gained 
the flank of the Geisberg. Secondly, I found a very intelligent 
Bourgeois in the Winterthur suburb who was sixteen at the 
time of the battle, and who seems to have observed well all that 
he could observe without danger ; from him I learned that the 
French chasseurs & cheval had suddenly trotted off to their 
right, ue. towards Zurich along the Schaffhausen road. He 
knew nothing however of Stewart's charge, but it is pretty clear 
that they moved in that direction to cut off his retreat and 
caused his speedy return to the Beckenhof. Thirdly, I found ou 
the lefthand side of the road and extending along it a consider- 
able distance from the last house of the Winterthur suburb 
a very extensive orchard the existence of which I had forgotten. 
It was into this orchard that the French who were on the road 
suddenly ran for shelter, the cause of which sudden retreat the 
Bourgeois never suspected before. There were several French 
on the road when we passed — whether wounded or not I cannot 
say, but they were evidently more afraid of us than we of them, 
for we were eight or nine in number going full gallop, with our 
swords drawn whilst the carriage with four horses puffing and 

snorting, in full gallop also, made a tremendous cloud 

I rather think that the few French whom we surprised on the 
road connected us with Stewart's cavalry and were ready to 
surrender, being cut off by us from the orchard. 
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(No. 31.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Lindau: 2nd October^ 1709. 

My Lord, — ^In addition to what I had the honour of 
writing to your Lordship on the 30th ult., from Eavens- 
purg, I have been able to collect the following details 
of the proceedings of the different armies between the 
20th and 28th ult 

Besides the passage effected at Schmerikou at the head 
of the lake of Zurich, the French passed the Linth in two 
different places, one near Grinau, the other near Wesen. 

On one of these points they were preceded by a party 
of volunteers who swam across the river naked, 
having their sabres tied to their necks. These men 
landed without being observed, about three of the clock 
on the morning of the 25th, put to death the first 
Austrian picquet and spiked the cannon of a battery 
which bore on the point where their main force intended 
to pass. As soon as these men were landed, they dragged 
after them some small light rafts composed only of deal 
planks tied together with cords, on which it is thought 
that a whole battalion had passed before the alarm was 
given, and I have been assured by an officer attached to 
General Hotze's head-quarters, that before the Austrians 
were in a situation to act with effect the enemy had ten 
battalions over the water. 

The firing began and the alarm was given about half 
after three. 

The night was extremely dark and the whole valley 
covered with a thick fog till late in the day — a circum- 
stance particularly favourable to the operations of the 
enemy. 

General Hotze, whose head-quarters were at Kalterbrun, 
got on horseback a little before four and rode immediately 
to Schennis. At the entrance of the village he peremp- 
torily forbade his officers to go any further, and went 
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forwards himself accompanied or rather followed only by 
two dragoons, one of whom he sent back immediately 
with a message to CJolonel Plunkett to bring up the 60th 
regiment of infantry (the rolonel's own regiment) as fast 
as possible. 

In the course of a few minutes a discharge of musketry 
was heard on the side of the village where the General 
was gone, and immediately the General's horse returned 
without its rider. The dragoon who was . with him re- 
turned also and said that he had seen the General fall, 
and the enemy rush forward to seize him. Two fruitless 
attempts were made to rescue his body, — one by Colonel 
Plunkett, in which that officer fell at the head of his 
regiment, the other by the Grantz hussars, who alfo lost 
their colonel in the attack. 

As the news of General Hotze's death became public, 
the whole army appeared seized with a panic terror that 
rendered it at the moment incapable of any exertion. 
This state of things was rendered the more calamitous by 
the opinion generally entertained in the army of the 
incapacity of General Petrasch who succeeded to the 
command ; a man in every respect unequal to his situation, 
and who by his pusillanimous conduct on this occasion 
has, I fear, rendered the situation of Marshall Suworow 
(of which I had still a good opinion when I wrote to 
your Lordship from Eavenspurg) so desperate, that 
nothing but his own great and vigorous mind, under the 
blessing of Providence, can possibly save him and his 
whole army from destruction. 

Though the enemy was certainly superior in force, and 
had already gained some considerable advantages, yet his 
progress was checked by the defeat of the corps that had 
passed at Schmerikon ; he was not in a situation to have 
pushed his advantage any fiirther on account of the 
approach of Marshall Suworow and of Generals Jellachich 
and Lincken on his rear. 

There were besides three excellent positions that 
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might have been taken successively by the Austrians 
between XJznach and fiheineck. 

The General however from the moment that he saw 
himself forced to retreat from XJznach determined to 
abandon them all, and sent orders to the Russians on the 
side of Bapperschwyl, and to the Swiss who were cantoned 
along the lake, to retresit as fast as possible by Griiningen, 
Wyl, and St. GhiU to Eheineck, for that he himself should 
stop nowhere, and therefore their retreat might be cut off 
if they did not make it in haste, as the enemy would find 
nothing to oppose him at Lichtensteig. 

The retreat was accordingly made on all sides in a 
most disorderly and disgraceful manner. 

The Austrians retired by Lichtensteig, having their 
march covered and protected by the feeble remains of 
the contmgents of Schweitz, Uri, and Glarus. 

The Russians from Bapperschwyl and the rest of the 
Swiss retired to St. Gall, where they separated — the 
Bussians marching to Constance, and the Swiss to 
Bheineck. 

The legion of Eoverea which covered the march from 
Wyl reached Eheineck with the loss of only three men, 
who were massacred tc^ether with some Russians by the 
peasants of the lake, whom no solicitation could ever 
induce the Archduke to disarm. 

Under such very trying circumstances not a single 
man deserted fix)m this brave corps, or expressed a wish 
to remain behind. 

On this occasion, as on every other since their first 
formation, they have shown themselves worthy of the 
cause in which they are engaged, and of his Majesty's 
favoiur and protection. 

The r^ment of Bachmann was charged in a narrow 
lane by a regiment of Bussian hussars flying from Zurich 
and completely dispersed. 

400 men raised in the north-east parts of Switzerland 
took this opportimity of deserting their colours, to wliich 

VOL. IL R 
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the soldiers from the little Cantons alone remained ikith- 
ftil in this regiment. 

At Winterthur I found the dep6t of the regiment of 
Bachmann and about 400 recruits, all of whom I brought 
away with me to Constance, and from thence to this 
place. In the general confusion they had been left with- 
out orders or instructions of any kind. 

Colonel Williams was obliged to destroy all his boats, 
and leave his artillery behind him, and retreat with the 
legion of Eoverea. 

Not an enemy, except a few hussars, interrupted or 
harassed the retreat on any one road. I staid at Win- 
terthur myself very quietly till the evening of the 26th, at 
which time not a Frenchman had passed the Glatt, and 
even the party which pushed on to Constance on the 
29th consisted only of 250 hussars and chasseurs and two 
pieces of horse artillery. 

The two Kussian battalions under General Titof, which 
had behaved so well at Schmerikon, had arrived at Con- 
stance on the 28th and were in possession of the place. 
Nothing, however, could induce them to maintain it on 
the appearance of this small party of French before the 
gates. 

They not only left the place in the most disgraceftil 
manner, but they abandoned also the defence of Peters- 
hausen ; thus leaving open to the enemy, who fortunately 
was not strong enough to take advantage of it, one of the 
most important passages in the heart of Germany. 

Near Zell they met a squadron of Austrian hussars, 
the commander of which engaged them to return with 
him to Constance, and on their approach the French 
abandoned the place. 

As to what passed on the side of Zurich, I have learnt 
many circumstances that give great room to regret the 
untimely absence of Lord Mulgrave, and the intrigue 
which drove his Lordship from the armies. 

Had there been a military man of any talents in Zurich 
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authorized to speak in his Majesty's name, everything 
might have been retrieved, the position of Zurich main- 
tained, and the enemy driven back over the river in the 
course of the night of the 25th, or even at twelve o'clock 
on the following day, notwithstanding the disaster that 
had befallen General Hotze and the shameful retreat of 
General Fetrasch. 

Even on the 27th and 28th it was yet time to have 
marched forwards from Eglisau, and to have saved 
Marshal Suworow from the necessity of retreating. 

About two o'clock on the afternoon of the 25th, 
General Korsakoff returned to Zurich, from which time 
till night, as I had the honour of informing your Lord- 
ship in my dispatch from Eavenspurg, he was employed 
in leading the battalions one by one as they arrived in 
succession from the side of Bapperschwyl and from the 
Albis against the enemy who occupied the houses, hedges, 
and vineyards opposite the gate of Klotten, so close to 
the town that it was not possible for more than a single 
Bussian battalion to form in any one spot. 

That your Lordship may form some notion of the 
ground on which this strange action passed, and be able 
to satisfy yourself at the same time how utterly ignorant 
the Bussian generals are of the first military principles, 
I have added to this dispatch a sketch of the ground 
round Zurich. Your Lordship will observe that the gate 
leading to Klotten is in a bottom, nearly on a level with 
the river, from whence the fortifications of the town rise 
rapidly to the gate of Winterthur, which is on the slope 
of the Zurichberg, the ascent to it from the centre of 
the town being very steep. 

Before the gates of Winterthur there is a little plain 
of twenty or thirty yards wide extending to the right 
and left of the gate about two hundred yards each way, 
beyond which the Zurichberg rises very rapidly and 
entirely commands the whole town. 

The Zurichberg immediately above the town is covered 

B 3 
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with vineyards, orchards, and very small inclosures, and 
higher up with very thick wood. 

The road to Winterthur rises from the space of about 
half a mile from the gate, it then runs along the western 
side of the Zurichberg almost parallel to the Klotten road, 
which it commands at the distance of from five to six 
hundred yards, descending gradually by the village of 
Schwamendingen to the Gktt. 

The road to Klotten, after having passed for a quarter 
of a mile in the bottom parallel to the Limmat, turns 
short round to the right, mounts the hill to a point rather 
above the level of the gate of Winterthur, and then runs 
nearly parallel with the Winterthur road, but on a lower 
level and descending gradually to the Olatt by the village 
of Oerlikon. 

The two roads are separated near to Zurich by vine- 
yards, country-houses, and orchards, and ftirther on by 
some large open fields, across which was the chain of 
French redoubts when the Archduke attacked General 
Masseua on the 4th of June. 

The Klotten road is commanded on the left by the hill 
called the Hongberg, which runs towards Zurich fit>m 
the village of Hong, between the Limmat and the Glatt, 
and along which the French marched on the 25th. 

This hill is entirely commanded by the Zurichbei^. 
The two roads are united at the distance of about a mile 
and a half from the town by a sort of hollow way lead- 
ing from Oerlikon towards Schwamendingen. 

The battalion of Kussian grenadiers which I had left 
on the 25th retiring from Hong towards Zurich was soon 
after pushed down quite into the road to Baden, between 
the vUlage of Wipkingen and Zurich, and from thence 
successively to the point where the roads to IQotten and 
Baden separate. 

It was in the narrow road between this point and 
Zurich, and to a space of ground of about two or three 
hundred yards from the same point extending along the 
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road to IQotten and Baden, that the efforts of the whole 
Bussian array, with some very few exceptions, were con- 
fined from this time till night, shut in between vineyards, 
orchards, and country-houses. 

The French immediately got possession of the Becken- 
hof, a very fine country-house, which together with its 
gardens and dependencies fills up the angles between the 
two roads, from which the Bussians were never able to 
dislodge them. 

They then pushed their chasseurs over the Klotten 
road, among the country-hoiises and vineyards, quite up 
to the fortifications, and from thence to the Winterthur 
gate and on to the Zurichberg, where, however, they 
iiever established themselves in force. 

Twice in the course of the day the General w:as per- 
suaded by some Swiss officers to send a small force out 
at the Winterthur gate and occupy the Zurichberg ; but 
he sent each time a number of men quite inadequate to 
the object, and instead of gaining the heights, the troops 
kept fighting before the gate and charging the enemy 
with the bayonet among the vines and hedges, in a 
ground which did not admit of such an operation. 

As soon as the French had advanced so near to Zurich 
that the three pieces of cannon which they had planted 
on the left bank of the Limmat could be of no further 
service, this artillery was turned immediately against the 
troops in the plain, and two or three battalions brought 
forward to support this attack, in the hopes of engaging 
the attention of the regiments that were returning from 
Mount Albis and preventing them from entering the 
town. 

Here the Bussians suffered themselves to be deceived 
by their enemies and continued fighting before the waUs 
of the town till after sunset 

It seems generally admitted that two Bussian battalions, 
with the Austrian artillery and the Zurich militia (which 
behaved remarkably well the whole day), would have 
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been more than sufficient to have protected the suburbs 
on the left bank of the river, which are tolerably well 
fortified, firom a coup-de-main, and to have defended them 
against any force of the enemy for two or three days. 

If then the remainder of the force from the left bank 
of the Limmat had been brought upon the Zurichberg 
and reinforced by the 6,000 men from Eapperschwyl, who 
might have been led to that position without passing 
through the town, there does not seem a doubt among 
military men but that the enemy must at least have 
desisted from his enterprize unless he had received large 
reinforcement, which it was impossible for him to obtain 
as long as M. de Suworow should be on his rear. But as 
it now appears, it was not necessary to the safety of the 
place that this measure should have been taken, for in 
the course of the night the enemy having received 
information that M. de Suworow had carried the St. 
Gothard, detached immediately the half of his force 
towards Lucerne, withdrew his posts fix)m the Zurichberg, 
left the road to Winterthur entirely open^ evidently with 
the intention of tempting the Eussians to escape, and took 
position on the Hongberg, having his advanced posts at 
the Beckenhof, and some chasseurs dispersed among the 
vines and orchards close to the town. 

A single patrole was sufficient to have discovered this 
manoeuvre, and in fact the General was informed of it at 
two o'clock in the morning, but he does not seem to have 
made any disposition in consequence of it. 

A sort of council of war was holden about ten at night, 
at which the General said he should give battle if the 
enemy opposed his retreat, and if not, that he should 
retire to Eglisau, the only road which he ought not to 
have taken. 

The general oflScers went away with the idea that they 
were to retire the next day to Eghsau, but without any 
plan for their retreat, nor was any person of the country 
sent for to give any information as to the road by which 
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different columns might pass, nor any Swiss officers con- 
sulted on any point. 

I have seen some persons who talked with several of 
the Russian generals individually in the course of the 
night, all of whom declared that they would take no ' 
responsibility on themselves, nor act at all without orders 
from their chief. 

Most unfortunately, Gteneral Hiller, in consequence of 
the general confusion and disorder that reigned at Zurich, 
had thought it necessary to retire in the course of the 
evening and abandon the town with the Russian army to 
its fetf, fix>m which, at the moment when he went 
away, he had certainly no reason to hope that any 
exertions of his could have saved it. 

In the course of the morning of the 26th, a column of 
troops, preceded by the General, went very quietly out at 
the Winterthur gate without any opposition, and turning 
off somewhere or other reached EgUsau in the course of 
the day. 

Another column gained Winterthur and marched from 
thence to Eglisau ; a third reached SchaffTiausen by the 
Winterthur road ; a fourth, followed by the greater part 
of the baggage, including the military chest and a very 
fine service of plate belonging to General Korsakoff, 
turned so suddenly out of the road of Winterthur into 
that of Klotten, that the French really thought it was 
marching to attack them, and accordingly fell upon* the 
escort, routed it, and took the whole of the baggage. 

I believe that the loss has been much less than was 
at first apprehended, and may be reduced to 4,000 or 
5,000 men. The greater part of the troops arrived safe 
at Eglisau unmolested by the French, who were very glad 
to see them march away. 

At Eglisau they found the corps from Baden, which 
seeing itself cut off from Zurich, had retired very quietly 
to Eglisau, as the only place in the country of which the 
officers had any knowledge. 
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I firmly believe that the whole army went there for 
the same reason. 

When the whole was assembled, General Korsakoff 
burnt the bridge over the Ehine, and retired very quietly 
to Schafi^hausen, nor could any persuasion or exhortation, 
not even the danger to which he was assured that his 
retreat would expose Marshall Suworow, induce him to 
remain on the other side of the river, much less to march 
and take the position behind the Thur, which was per- 
fectly tenable with his force and which he ought never to 
have abandoned but at the last extremity. 

Colonel Eamsay, who is gone to join General Korsakoff, 
will no doubt inform your Lordship of what has passed in 
that quarter since the 29th, as well as of the promises of 
assistance which the Archduke has given. 

I understand that nothing can exceed the confusion 
and dismay that reigns in the whole Eussian army. 

I am sorry to add that the Eussians behaved extremely 
ill to a French oflScer who was sent with a trumpet into 
the town on the afternoon of the 25th ; and that when 
General Korsakoff made his retreat, he had two officers 
treating with the French General for the evacuation of 
the place, both of whom were left without the gates on 
the side of the Sihl ; one of them being a Swiss emigrant 
was desired by the French General Gudinot to make his 
escape — the other was sent back under an escort to 
Schaffhausen. 

I must not omit to mention, that the French sent an 
officer to Schaffhausen to know whether the Eussian 
prisoners were to be maintained at the expense of the 
Emperor of Eussia or of his Majesty, to which General 
Korsakoff answered at the expense of Great Britain. 

I have seen several private accounts fix)m Zurich, all of 
which agree in doing justice to the French General, who 
on entering the town protected the inhabitants from 
pillage and from the insults of the Jacobin party, and 
connived at the escape of several Swiss officers, who were 
left behind on the precipitate retreat of the Eussians. 
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The Bussians, on the contrary, committed several dis- 
orders in the town before they retired, and pillaged the 
villages through which they pa^ed on the road. They were 
selling half-worked plate in the streets of Schaffhausen at 
all prices, from sixpence to four shillings an ounce. 

This contrast in the conduct of the two armies is per- 
haps the most unpleasant and fatal circumstance attend- 
ing this disastrous Affair. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. WiCKHAlL 
Bight Honourable Lord Qbxnyillx. 

P.S. — ^It is with real concern that I inform your Lord- 
ship that the whole of M. de Korsakoff's correspondance 
and papers of every kind have fallen into the hands of the 
enemy ; amongst them is the most material part of M. 
Daudre and General Fichegru's communications and the 
whole history of the intrigue of the Director Barras, all of 
which had been sent to M. de Korsakoff, in part from 
Mittau, in part from St. Petersburg. 

(No. 33.) Mr. Wickham to Lard Grenville. 

(Copy.) Wangen : 6ih October, 1799. 

My Lord, — I have infinite satisfaction in informing 
your Lordship that fitvourable accounts have at last 
reached us from F. M. Suworow. 

Oeneral Linken received a letter from him on the 
morning of the 4th, dated Glarus the 2nd inst., in which 
he says it is his intention to penetrate into the road from 
Urseren to Coire by a mountain path very little frequented, 
that leads from the head of the Linththal over the Clarida 
Alps to Hanz, by a village (marked only in Meyer's map) 
called Fanix. 

The Marshall does not say by what road he had 
reached Glarus, nor does he seem to apprehend any diffi- 
culties in his way. 

He merely says that he shall be at Hanz the 6th, and 
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at Coire the 7th inst. He does not speak of his having 
sustained any loss, nor judging from the orders he has 
given to the army commissaries can his army have been 
much diminided. 

I shall proceed to-morrow to join the Marshall — in the 
meantime I feel it my duty to send off a messenger with 
this interesting intelligence, the more so as I have it in 
my power to inform your Lordship that the Bussians 
marched to-day to take possession of Thur, and that the 
Archduke will make a forward movement to Zurich to- 
morrow. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Honourable Lord Gbsnyille. 

P.S., October 7, 1799 ^I detained the messenger till 

to-day in the hope to be able to send your Lordship 
some satisfiactory account of Marshall Suworow. Nothing 
has yet reached me from that quarter ; but on the other 
hand I learn that the Archduke has given up his project 
of attack, on learning Marshall Suworow's intention of 
retiring into the Grisons. 

I am the less surprized at this determination, as the 
principal if not only object of H.B.H. was to reUeve 
Marslmll Suworow from die dangerous situation in which 
he had been left in the little Cantons. 

Besides, on the Marshall's retreat H.E.H. would have 
had the whole French force brought against him, which, 
with a general as M. de [Korsakoff*, and none but beaten 
dispirited troops to cover his left, he would really not 
have been able to have contended with. 

I trust that it is stUl the intention of H.RH. to make 
a general attack on the enemy in concert with Field- 
Marshall Suworow ; but upon that point I hope I shall 
be better able to inform your Lordship. 
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(No. 34.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy). Wangen : 7th October, 1790. 7 p.m. 

My Lord^ — I was on the point of sending off the 
messenger with my ^spatches Nos. 31, 32, and 33, wheoi 
I received about half an hour since an official account 
from Marshall Suworow's army, brought by a Swiss 
officer, whom at General Hotze's desire I had sent to the 
Marshall to assist in conducting his army over the St. 
Gothard. I learn from this officer the following details : 
on the 26th ult. the vanguard of the army passed from 
Altdorf into the Muttenthal without opposition. 

On the 27th the main body and the rearguard per- 
formed the same march, not without the utmost difficulty* 

On the 28th Marshall Suworow received a fiill con- 
firmation of the death of General Hotze, and of the defeat 
of M. de Korsakoff. On the same day the resolution 
was taken to retreat by the canton of Glarus and the 
Giisons. 

On the 29th General Auffenbourg, who commanded 
the vanguard of the army, forced the passage of the 
Pragel, a high mountain which separates the Canton of 
Glarus from that of Schweitz, of which the French had 
taken possession in great force after the retreat of General 
linken from Glarus. 

On the 30th General Auffenbourg forced the enemy to 
abandon the passages of the Klonthal and to retire to 
Nettstall. 

On the 1st instant he repulsed them quite to Mollis, of 
which village he took possession, but was driven out of 
it in the evening and retired to Nettstall, covering the 
entrance of the Klonthal, out of which the whole army 
had not defiled till late on the 2nd instant. 

On the 2nd General Auffenbourg, with the vanguard 
only, left Nettstall and Glarus and arrived by the Semf- 
thal at Elm or Elmis, the main body of the army remain- 
ing still at Glarus. On the 3rd, he crossed the glaciers 
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that separate the Canton of Glarus from the Grisons and 
arrived at the village called Panis or Panix, the inain 
body being still at Glarus ; on the 4th he arrived at 
Ilanz, and on the 5th at Coire. On the 4th the Mar- 
shall was still at Glarus. On the 5th General linkea 
Bet out for Ilanz to protect the Marshall's retreat, which 
at the best must be made with infinite danger and diffi- 
culty, the last passage being by far the most hazardous 
of any that is known in the Swiss Alps. On the same 
day General Linken received a letter fix>m the Marshall 
saying, that he should not arrive at Hanz before the 8th. 
It was with the utmost difficulty that the Marshall was 
persuaded to leave the Muttenthal, and there is reason to 
apprehend that after General Auffenbourg's departure he 
has taken the resolution to remain at Glarus on some im- 
known project or speculation of his own. 

Lord William Bentinck was not with the Marshall, but 
General Aufienbourg speaks in the highest terms of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Henry CUnton, without whose assistance, 
he says, it woidd have been impossible to have engaged 
the Marshall to take the measures by which alone the 
army could have been saved from total destruction. I 
beUeve there is no example" of a march that can be 
compared to this in the history of the world, the high 
Alps having been crossed four times in the space of 
fourteen days. 

The Archduke Charles to Field-Marshal Suwarow. 

(Tnuialataoii of Gopj.) Donaneachingen : 9 Oct 1799. 

To the Marshal Prince Suworow, — ^I am informed at 
this very moment, by a notice from Lieutenant-General 
Fetrasch, that Monsieur le Marshal is occupjdng with 
his troops the position between Cou:e and Mayenfeld. 
I am therefore under the necessity of putting before the 
Prince the situation of the Bussian troops under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Count Korsakoff and 
the Prince of Cond^. These troops have entirely aban- 
doned the left bank of the Bhine, those of the Prince of 
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Cond^ without being forced, have even evacuated the 
Abbey of Fetershausen, in front of Constance, so that I 
have been obliged to occupy this important post with my 
own troops, and to detach from them 7 battalions and 
12 squadrons, under the command of lieutenant-General 
Count Nauendorf 

The troops imder the orders of lieutenant-General 
Count Korsakoff occupy the ground frt>m Eglisau to 
Stein ; and according to my dispositions of to-day, the 
corps of Cond^ should occupy that of the Lake of Con- 
stance from Hernadingen to Buchhom. 

After this explanation of the state of affairs. Monsieur 
le Mar^chal will be better able to judge which of the 
two corps will be most useful for his operations, and I 
pray him therefore to furnish me with his instructions 
through the medium of my ^Adjudant d'Aile,' Count 
Bubna, the more so as I pledge myself anew to use every 
means in my power to facilitate this enterprise against 
Switzerland, and it is for this reason that I wish to be 
informed of his projects. 

With regard to the provisions and munitions of war 
of which your Excellency requires an advance, I have 
already given orders to Lieutenant-General Baron Pe- 
trasch to employ all his means for that object, and an 
order has equally been given to my commissariat. As 
to the ammunition, the Lieutenant-General has orders to 
furnish from his magazine at Bregenz as much as the 
weight of the guns will render practicable. 

Lastly, I find myself obliged to urge upon Monsieur le 
Marechal, the strict defence of the Upper Grisons, as 
that outlet not only endangers the passes leading to the 
Tyrol, the Hereditary States, and Italy, but also threatens 
the position of the two armies, the more so that accord- 
ing to the manner in which the enemy carries on war, it 
will not have escaped your Excellency's discernment that 
in the midst of the principal operation, he knows how to 
profit by the smallest facilities one gives him. 
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Field-Marshal Suworow to the Archduke Charles. 

(TranBlation of Copy delivered to Mr. 
Wickham by the Field-Marshal 
himaelf at Feldkiit^.) Balzeis : 11th October, 1799. 

To H.E.H. the Archduke Charles, — The letter of your 
Boyal Highness of the date of the 9 th instant, which has 
been delivered to me by Count Bubna, has entirely re- 
assured me as to the announcement of yesterday of the 
loss of Constance. H.RH. while receiving my thanks, 
receives at the same time, in the conviction of having 
laboured for the general good, the finest recompense for 
the measures he has taken for the defence and the pre- 
servation of Petershausen. 

Being informed by your last despatch of the position 
of the corps of Korsakoff and of the Prince of Cond6, and 
being fully persuaded that H.RH. will have the kindness 
to assist these two corps with his advice and support, I 
have decided to act as soon as possible on the offensive, 
to force my way through St. Gall, Wyl, the river Toss, 
and to effect my junction with the corps of Korsakoff and 
of Cond& 

I do not conceal from your Boyal Highness that I 
hope by this measure to cover the Orisons and the Vor- 
arlberg more than by extending my line on the defensive. 
As it is of absolute necessity to employ all my forces on 
the offensive, my opinion would be to leave nothing be- 
hind, because those troops not only become useless, but 
also weaken the acting corps. 

The enemy being already master of Dissentis and 
Bavis, in spite of the posts that had been established to 
cover those places, I think it will be necessary for the 
moment to fetter the enemy on the right bank of the 
Bhine, by the manoeuvre on St. Gall, the demolition of 
the bridges of Feldberg and ZoUbriicke, finally by the 
occupation of the entrenchments on the left bank of the 
111 near to Feldkirch ; up to the moment when the battle 
on the left bank of the Bhine having been gained, our 
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approach by the river Toss will force these desperadoes 
to retire. 

By leaving 3,000 men near Feldkirch, there remains to 
us 16,000 Austrian troops, who, added to the Bussians, 
form a corps of 25,000 men, whom we necessarily require 
up to the moment of our junction at the river. 

As I expect to reach Feldkirch to-morrow, I shall 
settle the rest with Lieutenant-Oeneral Baron Petrasch ; 
as to the passage of the Ehine, it can only be effected on 
the 15th at soonest, considering the time that is required 
for collecting the Austrian troops. While reserving to 
myself to determine the plan and the day of attack, of 
which I will inform H.E.H later, I find myself obliged 
to ask him to allow to these two corps, in due time, 
officers from his own staff, and to provide them with a 
sufficient support of Austrian troops. 

H.RH.'s manner of thinking for the good cause, as 
well as his sagacity, will enable him to perceive that the 
proposed plan of operations should not only carry with it 
the complete dehverance of Switzerland, but its success 
will also give great facihty to the operations which will 
be eventually undertaken in the Empire, so that I hope 
that H.B.H. will use on his side all the means in his 
power to make it entirely successful.* 



• (Translation.) The Arch- 
duke Charles not only accepted 
the offer of M. de Suworow to 
resume the offensive, but he sent 
his adjutant, Golloredo, to Feld- 
kirch to concert a plan of opera- 
tions based on the passage of the 
Rhine by way of Constance, and 
of Schaffhausen by the whole Aus- 
trian army that had arrived from 
Manheim. The conduct of Mar- 
shal Suworow on this occasion 
seemed as extraordinary (to use 
no stronger expression) as that of 
M. de Korsakoff at Zurich. The 
secret causes of this behaviour are 



known to me, having acted as the 
medium of communication between 
him and the Archduke. It suf- 
fices here to say that the Arch- 
duke behaved on this occasion 
with franknessand integrity, lend- 
ing himself to aU the tergiversa- 
tions and caprices of loie Marshal, 
furnishing him, moreover, with all 
the pontoons, heavy artillery, staff 
officers of which he was in want, 
&c. &c. &€., and that it is to the 
Marshal only that we must attri- 
bute the faUure of that operation. 

— ^W. WlCKHAM. 
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(No. 85.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenvtUe. 

(Copy). Feldkirch : 11 th October, 1790. 

My Lord, — ^Knowing that lieutenant-Colonel Henry 
Clinton has transmitted to your Lordship a detailed ac- 
count of the march of the Bussian army across the Alps, 
and of the arrival of Marshall Suworow at Coire, I shall 
not attempt to add anything to what that officer has 
written on the subject. 

I informed your Lordship that the Archduke had 
abandoned all idea of ofiensive operations as soon as he 
was informed that Marshall Suworow had effected his 
retreat to Olarus, and was preparing to retire to Coire. 

When H.B.H.'s determination was knoMm, M. de Kor- 
sakoff's army took the following position. 

The Prince of Cond6 with his own corps and the r^- 
ments of Bauir and Titof occupied Constance and 
Fetershausen. 

Colonel Engelhardt with three battalions defended the 
bridge of Stein. 

General Weinow with 4,000 men occupied Diessen- 
hofen. Three battalions were placed in the t6te de pont 
of Biisingen, a new and very fine work built by the 
Austrians since their entry into Switzerland, about a 
league above Schaffhausen. 

On the 6th the enemy reconnoitred the whole line. 

On the 7th inst. the enemy, who had nothing further 
to fear on the side of Marshall Suworow, having received 
considerable reinforcements from the Cantons of Schweitz 
and Olarus, attacked the whole line in great force; 
according to the best accounts, not less than 25,000 
men. 

At Constance he was completely successful, having 
surprized the town, and very nearly cut off the Prince of 
Cond^ with his troops. H.S.H., after having cut down 
the bridge, retired with precipitation towards Zell, having 
reason to fear from the heavy fire he had heard on his 
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right, he should be cut off in the peninsula between the 
two lakes. 

Colonel Englehardt was beaten at Stein, and obliged 
to destroy the bridge. 

At Diessenhofen General Weinow obtained a slight 
advantage, took some prisoners, and a piece of cannon ; 
but was afterwards obliged to retire, and cut down the 
bridge in consequence of the successes of the enemy on 
the left. 

At Biisingen, where General Korsakoff commanded in 
person, the enemy was compleatly beaten, and driven in 
disorder as far as Trullikon. 

Here the Eussians ought to have stopped, instead of 
which they pushed on as far as the Thur, where they 
met a strong column of the enemy, that had just passed 
the bridge of Andelfingen. 

The retreat was immediately commanded and effected 
without difficidty to the tete de pont, which the French 
attempted to carry by storm, but were repulsed with great 
loss, notwithstanding which General Korsakoff abandoned 
the fortification in the course of the night, and took up 
the pontoon of which the bridge was composed, thus 
leaving the enemy entirely master of Switzerland, and 
depriving the Allies of the only passage that remained 
open into that country. 

I cannot omit mentioning on this occasion that the 
first thing the Eussians did on taking possession of the 
tSte de pont was to tear up the pallisades and make fires 
with them. 

Constance has since been abandoned by the French, 
but was taken again by them on the 13th inst. 

The conduct of M. de Korsakoff in abandoning the 
t6te de pont of Biisingen gave rise to a very unpleasant 
correspondance between th.it General and the Archduke, 
in which H.RH. made use of some very strong and severe 
expressions reflecting on the behaviour of the Eussian 
generals since their arrival in Switzerland, and pointing 

VOL. IL s 



258 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE [1709 

out how impossible it would be for H.B.H. to place any 
further confidence in any co-operation on their part. 

The disorderly conduct of M. de KorsakoflT's army is 
such, and the spirit of pillage and plunder carried to such 
an extent, as to excite the general indignation of the 
whole country. Already some individuals of the army 
have been put to death, and it seems scarcely possible, 
unless some remedy be found for this dreadful evil, that 
there should not be a general insurrection of the peasants 
in the parts of Swabia which I have just left. 

I am most truly sorry to have to add that the conduct 
of the ItaUan army is still worse, and the pillage carried 
on with infinitely more audacity. The Cossacks not only 
steal whatever they can lay their hands on, but they stop 
passengers on the road, and enter the peasants' houses 
and force them to give them both provisions and money. 

I met the army on its march to-day, every soldier 
loaded with the plunder of the poor inhabitants of Uri, 
Schweitz, and Olarus by whom they had been received 
as friends and deliverers, and who had rendered them 
the most essential services on their whole march. They 
were preceded by the Cossacks and by the vanguard, 
which was already encamped in. the plain between this 
town and Hohen Ems, where they had turned their 
horses loose into the finest fields of Indian com, of which 
they were plucking up large quantities by the roots to 
make roofs for the huts they were erecting for the array, 
though within ten minutes' march of a wood that would 
have furnished them in abundance with far better 
materials. 

The inhabitants of the country, who are all armed, 
were standing by and looking at the scene with a degree 
of patience that astonished me, and could only be ex- 
plained by the certainty in which they were tlifit the 
army would move forward immediately. 

Though I only arrived here this morning, I have already 
been waited on by a deputation of the town to represent 
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the dreadful state of the country, and to entreat my inter* 
ference with the generals that some consideration may be 
paid to the peasants, many of whom have lost the whole 
of their winter's provisions. 

I find the same complaint from the Grisons, particularly 
from the neighbourhood of Coire and Mayenfeld, where 
the whole vintage has been nearly destroyed ; the Bussian 
soldiers boiling the grapes in their soup. And it is with 
pain that I add that Marshall Suworow, far from checking 
these disorders, will not suffer any person to speak to him 
on the subject, and the subaltern officers in general are 
parties to the plunder of the soldiers. 

I learnt from lieutenant-Colonel Chnton, that the evil 
was nearly as great in Italy, though the army was sup- 
plied ¥dth rations from the Austrian magazines. Here, 
where they have nothing but what the country can 
furnish them with, and their pay, which to a common 
soldier is only three farthings a day, it is impossible to 
expect that tiiey should live like other troops, or that the 
country should not be devoured by them wherever they 
go. It is the common language of the people that the 
French mode of laying contributions on the country at 
large, which fell equally on every man according to his 
facilities, was mercy when compared with the conduct of 
the Russians. 

I have not yet had the honour of seeing Marshall 
Suworow, but I feel it my duty to mention the subject to 
him, however disagreeable it may be, and I trust that I 
shall be able to make him sensible of the danger as well 
as the impracticability of his present system, if he is to re- 
main with his army in this part of Europe, where such 
things are quite unknown and will certainly not be tolerated. 

(No. 36.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Feldkirch : 12th October, 1799. 

My Lord, — On my arrival here I find that in conse- 
quence of a letter from the Archduke recommending 

8 2 
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to Marshall Suworow to make a forward movement which 
H.B.H. promises to assist with a respectable force, a plan 
of operations has been prepared by Colonel Weyrodier, 
and adopted by the Marshall. 

It wiU be forwarded to the Archduke this night for 
H.K.H/S approbation. According to the plan proposed 
a bridge will be thrown over the Khine at Abstettin, on 
the night of the 17th and 18th inst., over which the 
Marshall's army (which I am sorry to say does not exceed 
11,000 or at the very utmost 12,000 infantry), supported 
by from 12,000 to 14,000 Austrians, will march into the 
Bheinthal. 

A column from 4,000 to 5,000 men composed of 
Austrians alone, will turn immediately to the left, and 
after having secured the pass of Hirschensprung, will 
march through the mountains as far as Gais towards St. 
Gall. The Marshall will march the same day to Kheineck. 
On his arrival at that place a second bridge will be 
thrown over the Khine in the rear of his army, and on 
the 19th both corps will move forwards to St. Gall. 

On the same day General Nauendorf, with the Cond^ 
army and 4,000 or 5,000 Austrians, will march to Pfyn, 
upon the Thur. General Korsakoff will advance with his 
whole army to the same river, and the Archduke will pass 
the Ehine with 15,000 men on the left of M. de Korsakoff. 

The whole is to be united between Wyl and Winther- 
thur, that is between the Thur and the Toss. 

It is there to be determined what further operations 
should be undertaken. 

As the two armies will be very much intermixed, as 
the Bussians will everywhere have their flanks covered 
by the Austrians, so that they cannot very well be either 
turned or surprised, and as all their columns will be con- 
ducted by Austrian staff oflicers, I trust that there is every 
probability of the whole army reaching the point of re- 
union ; probably not without having gained some signal 
success over the enpmv. to yfh'^rh it in certainly very 
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competent as well in numbers as in composition of troops. 
What is to be done afterwards must necessarily depend, 
as well on the circumstances that shall have happened 
during the march, as upon the number of Austrian troops 
that the Archduke will leave behind him in Switzerland. 

Most certainly the Kussian army alone is wholly incom- 
petent in every respect to maintain itself in that country. 

Colonel Bamsay will have informed your Lordship of 
the deplorable state in which he found General Korsa- 
koflTs army. I beUeve however from what I have learnt 
here, that he was not acquainted with the weakness of its 
numbers. 

I am sorry to say from the returns transmitted to 
Marshall Suworow that its eflfective force in infantry does 
not exceed 17,000 men the Cond6 army included. I 
have already told your Lordship that the Marshall has 
not 12,000 infantry under his orders. 

The disorderly conduct of the troops and the spirit of 
pillage and plunder, which seems from everything I can 
learn to be reduced almost to a regular system in the 
Marshall's army, will necessarily exhaust the resources of 
every country where it shall be established for any length 
of time, and make officers and men equally odious to the 
inhabitants. 

The general and field officers are, with few exceptions, 
ignorant of everything but mere regimental duty, and the 
whole army, from Marshall Suworow downwards, not 
only unskilled in the sort of war that must be carried on 
in a mountainous country, but since their last disasters 
entirely averse to engaging themselves again in Switzer- 
land. 1 have just had some conversation with some of 
the principal officers particularly Prince Gortschakoff and 
Prince Bagration,* when I found them expressing their 
astonishment that the Marshall should have approved of 
Colonel Weyrother's plan, and speaking of the army as 

* Prince Peter Bagration, the diatingiiiahed Ruaaian general, waa 
bom in 1762 and kiUed in 1812. 
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unequal to any operation whatever and fit only for winter 
quarters. 

The army is without magazines of any kind, and its 
internal formation is in that respect so vicious that in its 
present system it never can form any to the extent that 
would be required were the troops either to be cantoned 
along the Aar or the Jura, or to push their operations 
further where every pound of bread and eveiy ration of 
hay and com must be transported from Swabia. 

In this state of things I think the inevitable conse- 
quence of the array advancing in Switzerland by itself or 
with a feeble corps of Austrian auxiharies, without a 
better arrangement for its subsistence and without being 
under the absolute direction of an Austrian staff, would 
be a speedy and total defeat, and a general insiurection 
of the inhabitants on the first disaster that should befall 
the army, whose retreat would be absolutely impossible 
were the people of the country to break up the roads and 
cut down the bridges on the Beus, the Linimat, the Glatt, 
the Toss or the Thur, which, from the experience they 
had of the conduct of a Kussian army in retreat after the 
affair of Zurich, I think they would unquestionably do. 

Your Lordship may be entirely persuaded that there is 
no exaggeration whatever in the statement I have made 
either of the condition of the Eussian army or of the con- 
sequences by which its entry into Switzerland must be 
followed. 

On the other hand, I am persuaded that there is 
nothing of which these troops would not be capable were 
they commanded by able and intelligent oflScers, and were 
there any internal administration and economy in the army. 

Amidst all the difficulties and disadvantages under 
which they labour, they show a degree of bravery and 
intrepidity in the field, of patience under sufferings, of 
dociUty and of attention and submission to their leaders, 
that is without example in modem times ; and notwith- 
standing their late disasters, I am confident that they are 
still terrible to the enemy, who will never meet them but 



1700] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 263 

with arms which these poor people have not yet been 
taught to encounter. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c. 

Wm. Wicxham. 

Right Honourable Lord Gbknyillb. 

General Korsakoff to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) 

Monsieur, — I have had the honour of receiving yoiu" 
Excellency's letter dated the 8th, from Wangen, together 
with a note from the States of the Circle of Swabia on the 
subject of payment for the transport of munitions from 
the laboratory of Moersbourg to Memingen and Pftdlen- 
dorf for the Eussian troops. I am of opinion, your 
Excellency, that this demand of the States of the Circle 
of Swabia is very just. They certainly ought to receive 
compensation for the diflSculty and the trouble, with at 
least some small sums of money. But I do not yet know 
if this expense falls upon me, for according to the ar- 
rangement between the two Imperial Courts I ought to 
receive the munitions of war all complete, and give 
receipts for what I received, but if this first arrangement 
has undergone any changes, and I ought now to go into 
the expenses of transport from the laboratory, 1 will at 
once send some money to satisfy the claim ui^ed by the 
Circle of Swabia for the waggons employed for that 
purpose. 

I beg your Excellency to let me know if Colonel 
Eamsay is with you at Wangen or if he is elsewhere, for 
I shall have occasion to write to him respecting money 
matters, and you will oblige me, Sir, by presenting my 
compliments to him. 

Accept the homage of the very distinguished consider- 
ation with which I have the honour to be. Sir, your 
Excellency's very humble and very obedient servant, 

BoisKOT Korsakoff. 



Idth Oct, 1709. — ^From the camp near the Tillage of Benxingen. 
To Hia Excellency M. db Wiokhax. 
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The Archduke Charles to General Korsakoff. 

(TraoBlation of Copy.) Bonauesehingen : 14th October, 17d9. 

I understand from a letter of the Marshall Prince 
Suworow which has reached me this morning by a 
courier, that there is a pressing need, for the general wel- 
fare, of sending a considerable support to Feldkirch. 

As I have not a sufficient number of Austrian troops in 
the neighbourhood of Schaflfhausen and Singen to provide 
the reinforcement I should wish, and as the infentry of the 
Lieutenant-General cannot be divided, I can find no other 
means than that of proposing to you, to march with the 
whole of your corps and the Palatinate troops to Marshall 
Suworow* and to du-ect your march in the foUowing 
manner. To-piorrow, the 15 th October, to Stockach ; the 
16th to Sallmannsweiler ; the 17th to Buchhom; the 
18th to lindau, at Lindau the Marshall will give you the 
other necessary instructions. 

The corps can, to-morrow, provide itself at Stockach 
from the imperial magazine with hay and oats for three 
days, and also with bread for three days if possible, if not 
for two. 

The troops should carry their provisions with them, 
and it is not permitted to any one, on any pretext what- 
ever, to take the peasants' carriages, because to do so 
would render impossible the transport of provisions for 
the army. 

The corps can again at Lindau have forage and bread 
for three days from the imperial magazine. 

It is of the utmost necessity that every one who cannot 
be of use before the enemy, should be relegated to the 
baggage, because they increase the difficulty of providing 
for the army. 

I doubt the Marshal being in want of more cavalry 
than he already has with him, for his operations, I think 
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therefore that it would be better for you to send the 
whole of yours into the neighbourhood of the Danube 
between I^edlingen, Mengen, &c., where their subsistence 
will be provided for, and from whence, after Marshal 
Suworow shall have penetrated into Switzerland, it will 
be easy to recall them. If you wish to take your cavalry 
with you as far as Lindau, you can do so, only you must 
leave it between Lindau and Buchhom, because in ad- 
dition to my being assured that the Marshal is not in 
want of such a force of cavalry for his operations, I am 
persuaded that one must not even think it possible to 
support it in the Vorarlberg. 

It is only necessary that the lieutenant^General should 
inform me at once from which of these two points he 
prefers sending his cavalry. 

This is what I have to propose to you for the good of 
the service, and I request you to put it into execution 
without making axiy difficulty. 

To the Kussian General Kdcbxot Eobsakoff. 



The Archduke Charles to Field Marshal Suworow. 

(Translatioii of Copy.) Donauescbingeii : I4th October, 1799. 

I have this morning received, by Captain Mayer, the 
letter which Monsieur le Mar^chal has addressed to me 
of the date of the 12th instant. 

I see by the dispositions which you have the goodness 
to communicate to me, the manner in which the Prince 
proposes to make the projected attack, and I have 
resolved, in consequence, to give you my remarks on the 
said dispositions. 

The enemy, according to all accounts, has at this 
moment an army of about 30,000 men in the environs of 
St Gall and the lake of Wallenstadt ; he has divided the 
remainder of his forces, and appointed one part to cover 
his left flank from Constance to Basle, and the other he 
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has brought into the Canton of Uri and the country of 
the Yalais to threaten the left wing of the combined 
army in Switzerland, as well as the rear of the army of 
Italy. 

The enemy occupies Sargans, and the left bank of the 
Bhine from thence to the sea. 

From my point of view, this position of the enemy 
renders any passage of the Ehine in that part very diffi- 
cult, and gives him time to muster at the most favourable 
points, so as to meet the column with advantage. 

Our troops abandoning Coire, Bagatz, and Mayenfeld, 
there is no doubt that the enemy will occupy Chose 
places, and at once repair all the wooden bridges. 

All this might well happen before you began your 
operations, and would bring with it the disastrous result 
that the same day on which the Prince undertook to force 
the passage of the Ehine, the enemy would push forward 
from Sargans and Grabs on the side of Hirschensprung 
and Altstatten, and by this manoeuvre occasion great dif- 
ficulties for the troops who had already passed the Ehine 
to surmount, in order to maintain themselves on the left 
bank. 

To all this it is necessary to add that not only ought 
the enemy to be driven from Switzerland by your opera- 
tions, but also that the Vorarlberg and the hereditary 
8«.e, of H.M. the Empemr «,d King d,ould be ^ 
served, from the first moment, in the case of an unfore- 
seen disaster, from an irruption of the enemy. 

I think then, that to combine these two important 
objects, and to be able to put them into execution at the 
same time, it is of importance that M. le Prince should 
have the goodness to commence operations by attacking 
the enemy near Sargans, and while one part of our troops 
pursued him towards Wallenstadt, the other should push 
forward in the direction of Grabs, at the same time he 
should be threatened with a passage of the Ehine lower 
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down, till the &yourable moment for effecting the real 
passage should arrive. 

According to my opinion, that is the only way in 
which M. le Mar^chal could undertake his operations 
on St Gall with any certainty. 

I find also, as M. le Marshal has had the goodness to 
point out to me in his letter from Balzers, that you have 
too few troops for an enterprise of this importance; for 
this very reason I shall make it the most sacred duty to 
put every means into execution to reinforce him. 

I should have wished to send you this reinforcement 
entirely of Austrian troops, but their distance, without 
losing an infinitude of time, renders the accomplishment 
of this wish impossible. In consequence I have this day 
b^ged Lieutenant-General Korsakoff* to put his corps in 
motion to rejoin you. Monsieur le Mar^chal will see by 
my enclosure what I have written to him on this subject, 
as well as the way in which his marches are distributed, 
and his troops provisioned. 

I am fully persuaded of the necessity for us all to 
employ every means to drive the enemy out of Switzer- 
land, and the Prince may be assured I will do all in my 
power for the execution of this project. 

I have for this reason begged the Prince of Cond^ to 
remain at Fetershausen with his corps. The corps is so 
weak in infantry, that I have judged it more a propos to 
leave it where it is now. 

I am very sorry that owing to circumstances M. le 
Marshal should be obliged to postpone the commence- 
ment of his operations till after the 20th instant. Al- 
though the smallest time lost may be very injurious, I 
think it necessary to make the sacrifice of this delay for 
the safety of our operations. 

As soon as M. le Mar^chal has informed me of the day 
on which he will undertake his operations, I shall do all 
on my side to detach a considerable corps beyond the 
Bhine — whether on the side of Biessingen or lower, so as 
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to give the enemy all the uneasiness possible respecting 
his rear. The Prince of Cond^ will only be able to join 
the Prince when he has reached the environs of Wyl, and 
pushed forward a column against Pfyn. 

I shall take care that M. le Mar^chal wants neither 
pontoons, nor flying bridges, nor munitions until the 
Prince finds himself in a position to provide himself with 
them. 

The Austrian General Baron Hiller accompanies the 
corps of the Eussian army. He is a man of talent and 
knows the country thoroughly as far as Zmich. I re- 
commend him to you as a very honourable man, and as a 
very well-informed one ; he will be able to be of great 
service to M. le Marechal if he has the goodness to 
employ him. 

To Monsieur le Mar^cbal Prince Sttwobbow. 



The Archduke Charles to Field-Marshal Suworow. 

(Translation of Copy.) Donauescliingen : 15 October, 1799. 

I have this instant received the Prince's letter dated 
the 14th inst. in which I see with great surprise the 
sudden change of your plan, as well as your design of 
marching through Swabia with the corps of the Bussian 
army, to rejoin General Korsakow. 

This movement is the most prejudicial of all as regards 
operations, as it will oblige me on my side to abandon 
the Empire, and it will put you in the position of not 
being able in any wise to find subsistence for the Bussian 
army, nor to provide yourself with the most necessary 
things, of which you are in very great want. 

I still hope, that Monsieur le Marshal will give the 
most mature reflexion to the movement which he has 
planned, as firom his resolution the greatest disasters may 
result. 

In the event of your not finding practicable the sug- 
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gestion I had the honour to make to you in my former 
letter, I urge you to remain with your army in the 
Vorarlberg, until I have sent the necessary troops to 
lieutenant-General Baron Petrasch, for the defence of 
this country. 

I beg Monsieur le Prince to let me have his answer as 
soon as possible, so that I may take my measures ac- 
cordingly. 

To Monrieur Le Mareechal Prince Italisky 
Comte SirwoBBOw Rixkisskt. 

The Archduke Charles to Field-Marshal Suworow* 

(Translation.) Donauescbingen : 18th October, 1799. 

I have this instant received, by my 'adjudant d'aile' 
Major Count Bubna, the letter which your Excellency 
addressed to me yesterday, by which I see that your 
Excellency is entirely persuaded that the Eussian army 
is absolutely unable to continue operations, and are there- 
fore obliged to give it the necessary time for recovering 
itself ; that you will, notwithstanding, place your infantry 
and hold it in readiness between lindau and Hohen Ems, 
your cavalry between Lindau and Buchhom. I cannot 
but regard these dispositions, however necessary they 
may be, as very prejudicial for the future. 

I must then beg your Excellency to watch with his 
army over the safety and the most rigorous defence of 
the country between Lindau and Hohen Ems, in order 
that Lieutenant-General Baron de Petrasch may be in a 
position to detach some troops from his right wing on 
the side of the Grisons, so as to defend the whole country 
in front of Feldkirch, because not only the Grisons and 
the Vorarlberg and your Position would be threatened, 
but also I should be forced to abandon the territorv 
which I occupy, in order to retire — which would cause 

* The original letter was delivered to Mr. Wickham and is now in the 
£ditor*8 possession. 
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the loss of all the fruits of the campaign and would have 
the most disastrous effect on the operations in Italy. 

All this is of such great importance for the general 
good, that I should wish to have the honour of speaking 
in person to your Excellency on the subject. Stockach 
seems to be the most suitable place for this interview. I 
therefore beg your Excellency, if you are of the same 
opinion, to inform me on what day you will be there, so 
that I may be in readiness. 

Cabl. 

To Monsieur Le Maieachal Prboe SvwosBow. 



(No. 37.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenvilie. 

(Copy.) Wangen : 17th October, 1799. 

My Lord, — On the evening of the 12th, after writing 
my dispatches. No. 35 and No. 36, and in the course of 
the 13th and 14th, I had several conferences with 
Marshall Suworow, of which I shaU endeavoiu* to give 
your Lordship a particular accoimt, as in the course of 
them I have collected some information as to the 
Marshall's character, opinions, and present views, which 
if it furnishes but httle hope of deriving any further 
service from the Eussian army during the campaign (which 
I much fear will be the case), may perhaps be found 
materially useful in forming a decision as to the manner in 
which it can hereafter be employed to the best advantage. 

I am truly sorry to say that the statement I shaU have 
to make to your Lordship will in many respects be a 
most unsatisfactory and a most unpleasant one. 

When I waited on the Marshall for the first time about 
eight o'clock in the evening of the 12th inst, I found 
him holding a council of war for the purpose of discussing 
the plan of Colonel Weyrother, of which I have given a 
particular account in my No. 36. 

There were present the Marshall, Colonel Weyrother, 
three Bussian generals (amongst whom were neither 
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Qeneral Derfelden, nor Bosenberg, the only two of any 
reputation in the whole army), and an Austrian staff 
officer, who had been sent to the Marshall by the 
Archduke. 

The Marshall immediately directed that I should be 
called in, and desired me to sit down and listen to the 
plan, saying that he might have occasion to ask me some 
questions about the part of the country in which it was 
intended that the operations should be carried on. 

Colonel Weyrother had only just begun to read the 
plan, so that I had an opportunity of hearing the whole 
of it. 

I observed that the Marshall listened to the whole 
with the greatest attention, asking many questions as to 
the distances from place to place, and the roads by which 
the enemy could march, and those by which the diflfer- 
ent corps of the Allies were to communicate with each 
other, but making few or rather no objections, and finding 
no difficulties in any part of the project, which he seemed 
to approve so much, that he was averse to delaying its 
execution until an answer should be received from the 
Archduke. 

He very soon, however, gave up this point, and a letter 
to H.B.H. inclosing a copy of the plan and pressing for 
H.RH.'8 support and co-operation as to a plan entirely 
approved by the Marshall and adopted as his oivn^ was 
prepared immediately by Colonel Weyrother and signed 
by the Marshall, and dispatched in the course of the night 
by the Austrian staff officer, who was expected to return 
with the answer this moroing. 

After the Council was separated, the Marshall told me 
that he had a courier to dispatch to Petersburg, which 
would prevent his talking with me much upon business 
himself, but that knowing I was coming, he had told the 
greater part of what he had to say, and given all the 
letters which he wished to show me, to his nephew Prince 



272 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE [1799 

Qortschakoff, with whom he desired me to commumcate 
in the most confidential manner on all subjects. 

The Prince, who is a young man of two or three and 
twenty, apparently of very moderate abilities and of still 
less information, showed me the whole of the Marshall's 
correspondance with the King of Sardinia and his Minis- 
ters, and related to me what had passed between the 
Marshall and the Court of Vienna, nearly in the same 
manner as the Marshall himself had done to Lieutenant- 
Colonel H. Clinton. 

Dming my conversation, the Marshall frequently came 
out to us repeating much of what Prince Gortschakoff 
had said, particularly dweUing on the hard fate of the 
King of Sardinia and repeating his fears lest M. de 
Thugut should succeed in his intrigues at the Court of 
Petersburg, where, he said, that he had offered to 
make H.E.H. the Palatine of Hungary immediately on 
his marriage a sovereign Prince in Italy entirely inde- 
pendent of the head of the House of A^ustria. He com- 
plained severely of the Court of Vienna in interrupting 
the course of his conquests, and in sending the Russian 
army into Switzerland, declaring that if before he had left 
Tortona he had received my letter of the 10th of Sep- 
tember, stating the difficulties of the enterprise, he cer- 
tainly would not have undertaken it. 

On the 13th I dined with the Marshall, at eight o'clock 
in the morning, when his whole behavioiu* was so extra- 
ordinary, that though I had been apprised of it before- 
hand, yet, had I not had myself such evident proofs of 
the strength of his mind, I should certainly have taken 
him for a madman whose understanding was gone : — his 
knees were bent as if from old age ; which was not the 
case when I saw him on business the night before — ^he 
walked about the room with his hands and his head 
hanging hke those of an idiot, talking nonsense to every- 
body, mixed occasionally with shrewd and sensible 
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remarks on all kinds of subjects, and occasionally very 
severe on the Austrians and the Cabinet of Vienna. 

The dinner, the whole manner of serving it, and above 
all the servants who attended, were so very dirty and dis- 
gusting that General Jellachich, though a Croat, could 
not bring himself to eat a single mouthful, at which the 
Marshall either was, or affected to be, much offended. 

After dinner, which lasted three hours, he went imme- 
diately to bed, and did not get up till four, nor see 
anybody till five in the afternoon ; and it is in this 
manner that the best part of the day is constantly lost. 

In the evening H.I.H. the Grand Duke Constantine 
arrived from Hohen-Ems and had a conference with the 
Marshall of several hours, at which the Russian generals 
only were present. 

Early the next morning he sent for me, as he said, upon 
particular business. 

Whilst I was waiting in the ante-chamber I learnt that 
the Marshall had seen a vision in the night which would 
prevent his undertaking the projected enterprise. I had 
previously learnt that the Grand Duke had absolutely in- 
sisted on his abandoning it. 

When I entered his room he laid a map of Switzerland 
on the table, and aft;er saying that the army was in so 
dreadful a state that it was incapable of undertaking any 
offensive operation, he pointed out to me the position of 
Schaffhausen on the map, said, that he should march there 
immediately, effect a junction with General Korsakoff, and 
then propose a general attack on Switzerland to the Arch- 
duke on the condition that H.R.H. would take his fiill 
share in the operation ; that if he would not, he would 
immediately lead his army into winter quarters either in 
Germany or perhaps in Italy, 

He pronounced this last word very low, and imme- 
diately changing the subject, evidently with the intention 
that he might not be questioned on it, he began a long 
discourse on the present state of affairs which lasted 
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nearly two hours, in the course of which he spoke of the 
principles and the nature of the French Eevolution, the 
composition of the enemy's army, the manner of making 
war against the French, the necessity of not entering the 
country without a proclamation tending to tranquillize the 
inhabitants, in a manner which showed he had deeply 
studied his subject. He then spoke of the Austrian 
army, its virtues and defects, in a manner that surprised 
me, and showed that he had considered this subject also 
with equal attention, and he had formed his judgment 
without the smallest degree of prejudice. 

He spoke in the warmest terms of the troops and of 
the formation and internal economy of the army, said 
many handsome things of the generals and officers, with 
whose conduct on almost every occasion he said he had 
the highest reason to be satisfied, adding that when the 
troops were well commanded they had all the good points 
of the Eussians without their faults, and that were it not 
for the folly and wickedness of the Austrian Cabinet their 
army would before this have conquered the world. 

This led him to talk of the history of Piedmont, which 
is what dwells the most deeply on his mind, repeating the 
scandalous history of General Zag's conference with the 
Count de St. Andr^ which your Lordship will find 
detailed in Mr. Jackson's dispatches, and he concluded by 
earnestly desiring that I would recommend my Court to 
protect the King of Sardinia from what he called the most 
abominable oppression and tyranny that a Christian King 
had ever suffered. 

Through the whole of this discourse he gave the most 
evident proofs of a strong and vigorous mind and of a clear 
and sound understanding as little impaired as it could 
have been in the very prime of his life. 

As soon as he had done he thanked me for not inter- 
rupting him, and then told me I was at liberty to say 
anything that I had to communicate to him or to make 
any observations on what I had heard. 
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I began by observing that I presumed he would not 
march from Feldkirch, or finally determine to abandon an 
operation which he himself had proposed to the Arch- 
duke, until he had received an answer &om H.RH. 

Upon my making this observation he began repeating 
a great deal of what he had said before on the subject of 
Piedmont, but in a very disorderly manner, and a tone of 
voic>e such as he generally uses in public and which 
makes him sometimes quite unintelUgible. . When he had 
done I repeated my observation again, upon which he 
sent immediately for the Count de Stakelberg, desiring 
me not to go until the Count came, that I might not have 
the trouble of repeating twice the same thing. 

I believe I have not hitherto mentioned to your Lord- 
ship that Count de Stakelberg, who was intended to be 
the Bussian Minister in Switzerland, arrived at Zurich a 
few days before that place was taken. 

As soon as the Count had entered the room I resumed 
the subject, repeating the same observation, and adding 
that I was particularly interested in knowing what were 
his real intentions, as I had received instructions from 
home (the nature of which I communicated to him in the 
manner pointed out to me by your Lordship) to negotiate 
the levy of 10,000 Bavarians to be joined to the Eussian 
army, and that I should proceed in the negotiation with 
more or less expedition according to the use that he 
might wish to make of so powerful a reinforcement and 
to the time when he should be able to employ it to any 
good purpose. 

I repeated this to him again at least three times as 
clearly and distinctly as it was in my power to do ; each 
time he either answered me in an evasive manner, or 
afiected not to understand me. 

At last, finding that I was determined not to leave him 
till I had obtained an answer, he sent for his nephew 
Prince Gortschakofi* and dictated to him, and afterwards 
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delivered to me the strange note, of which I send your 
Lordship the original inclosed, marked A. 

Excepting the spelUng, for which the Marshall is cer- 
tainly not responsible, the note is nearly word for word 
as it was dictated, some expressions that appear confused 
having been made very intelligble by his distinct manner 
of pronouncing them. 

When I had received the note, I asked him if I was not 
to understand one of four things : — 

1st. That to enter Franche Comt^ he would require an 
army of at least 80,000 men. 

2nd. That such an army could not be procured before 
the winter, therefore that that project must be abandoned 
for this campaign. 

3rd. That if the Archduke would act immediately with 
his whole force against the enemy in Switzerland the 
Bussians would second him. 

4th. That if the Archduke would not act with his 
whole force the Russians would go into winter quarters. 

He said I had understood him rightly, and that he 
should march the next day towards SchaflThausen to ob- 
tain the Archduke's answer to the plan he should there 
propose to him. 

I was under the necessity of leaving the Marshall here, 
as it was half after twelve and his dinner had been waiting 
for him from eight in the morning, but I spoke in the 
strongest terms to Prince Gortschakoff on the unpleasant 
consequences which must necessarily follow the very un- 
justifiable step the Marshall was about to take, represent- 
ing it to him as a direct personal afiront to the Archduke, 
and as exposing the Marshall to the most severe and 
merited reproach. 

I returned to the Marshall again at night, when he re- 
ceived me with the greatest attention and kindness, but 
not till after he had been assured by Prince GortschakoflF 
that I would not say anything against his marching the 
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next day, though he should not have received the Arch- 
duke's answer. 

As soon as I was alone with the Marshall, after thank- 
ing him for the information he had given me in the 
morning, I told him there were yet two points which he 
had left unanswered upon which it was absolutely neces- 
sary that I should receive some information before I 
could write to my Court. 

The first was the question of the Bavarian troops. 

The second, what he had mentioned of the possibility of 
his taking up his winter quarters in Italy. 

He immediately began telling some strange stories, 
and trying eveiy possible means to evade giving me a 
direct answer. At last, after I had spoken to him very 
seriously of the critical and dangerous state to which the 
aff'airs of the Allies had been reduced in this countiy, 
adding that I could neither form an opinion myself on 
what ought to be done, nor enable my Court to form one, 
unless he would speak out more plainly, he laughed very 
heartily and said with great good humour, * Don't you 
perceive, that by answering your two questions fairly, I 
should put you in possession of my whole secret ? however, 
as I see you are determined to have an answer, I will 
give you one which though short shall be full and explicit. 

* 1st I wish to have nothing to do with either your 
Swiss or your Bavarians, give them both to the Arch- 
duke ; what I want is, that which I had this year, of 
which I made such good use, and of which I have been 
so unjustly deprived, I mean an Austro-Eussian army ; 
without it I can do nothing, for my Bussians, though in 
many respects the best troops in the world, are not fit to 
act by themselves, and my officers are all so ignorant 
that I can do nothing with them ; I have derived such 
comfort from the skiU and military knowledge of the 
Austrian staff* officers, and I know so well that I can find 
nothing of the kind among either the Swiss or Bavarians, 
that I cannot bring myself to think of acting with any 
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auxiliary corps and of being abandoned by the Austrians, 
whilst there is a possibility of resuming my old station. If 
your Court can bring this about it will be making me 
most happy and rendering an essential service to the 
common cause. 

' 2nd. I wish to go back to Italy, because neither my 
troops nor officers are Jit for this war in Switzerland. I 
have written to the Emperor to ask leave to lead my 
army there, do you write to your Court and Sir Charles 
Whitworth to second my request. 

* I wish to penetrate into France by way of Dauphin^ ; 
let the Archduke, supported by your Swiss and Bavarians, 
second me in Switzerland and Franche Compt^/ 

I then attempted to mention his march to SchaflPhausen ; 
but I soon found that he would not bear to hear it named, 
any more than the subject of the pillage and plunder 
committed by his troops, which I am now sure, firom 
what I have seen and heard since I have been here, is 
tolerated if not encouraged by him on the principle that 
his indulgence in this respect gains him the love of his 
troops and induces them to sacrifice themselves for him 
on every occasion however desperate where he wants their 
services. 

In the course of the night I received from the Marshall 
the inclosed note (B), which I send your Lordship as a 
proof how bent he is upon this Italian scheme, and at the 
same time as a curious specimen of his manner of doing 
business. It was brought to me open by his aide-de-camp 
in waiting. 

The next morning, two hours before daybreak, the 
Marshall had set out on his march to SchafiTiausen. lam 
truly concerned to add that the Archduke had approved 
of the principles of Colonel Weyrother's plan — had sent 
M. de Korsakoff with his whole corps to reinforce the 
Marshall, undertaking the whole of the operation to the 
westward of the Lake of Constance himself, and proposing 
that it should be attempted immediately. 
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The staff officer charged with the commission found the 
Marshall yesterday morning already arrived at lindau on 
his road to SchaffhauscD. 

I am proceeding myself with all haste to see the Arch- 
duke and endeavour to prevent as much mischief as 
possible; but as I have every reason to fear that the 
Eussians will not in any case enter Switzerland this cam- 
paign, I have stopped at this place to write to your Lord- 
ship, and will send my dispatch immediately by a mes- 
senger, considering it as of the highest importance on 
account of the operations in Holland that your Lordship 
should receive the earUest possible information of the 
real state of things here and of the very feeble hope that 
is now left of carrying on any operations from hence 
during the remainder of the autumn. 

I shall write to your Lordship again as soon as I shall 
have seen the Archduke, and I shall take this opportunity, 
the first which I have been able to find since the late 
unfortunate event, of putting into H.RH.'s hands the note 
which I am directed to deliver to him by your Lordship's 
dispatch of the 6th ult., No. 6. 

It has always appeared to me very desirable, if not 
absolutely necessary, that I should deliver the note to 
H.R£L in person. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Bight Honourable Lord Qbsntille. 

Enclosure in Mr. Wickham^s Despatch. 

Enclosure A. 

(Copy.) 

Franche-cont6 : 10,000 ba- Avant Berne les suisses ne 

varois, 20,000 suisses, au moins peuvent fitres lev6s, les bavarois 

50,000 russes : et le plus sur sontaudelade 2,000 homines: 

parti seroit 100,000 en tout, les nouvelles levfessontsoldats 

dans deux mois et il est facile 
de s'y prendre. 
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Ainsi Bi on agira avec sin- 
cerity dans ie grand enssembre, 
je repond de la suisse dans un 
mois ou plutoti et je tiendrai 
inon parole. 

A cela les mesures appartien- 
neut k la sag&se de Vitham 
Excellence. 



1. A chafhaouzen Paring 
nisse manquent de tout, de- 
labrfe et fatigufe, ne pent 
rien opper^r en offensive, pour 
la defensive 11 faut plus de 
inonde. 

2. II £Eiut de Tarchiduc 
coop^re avec toutes ses forces 
d^ le moment: c'est deja 
I'affaire de Vithaim Excellence 
— ce que \k je declareroit fer- 
mement au nette. 

3. Si non, je suis sitot au 
quartiers d'hy ver, proche, loin 
sans vouloir soumettre k aucun 
afiront, jusqu^a la future cam- 
pagne. 



Enclosure B. 



Italie 77 il faudroit que votre 
Courl'insiste a S. P. B., ou s'il 
se peut d^ici par Witword. 



(No. 38.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Wangen : 17th October, 1799. 

My Lord, — In addition to what I have stated in my 
No. 37, I beg leave to communicate to your Lordship 
some further observations on the character and conduct 
of F. M. Suworow and on the state of the Eussian army. 

I had an opportunity of conversing a great deal with 
the officers who are mostly at the Marshall's head- 
quarters. Those whom the Marshall most favours are 
his nephew Prince Gortschakoff, Prmce Bagration, a young 
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Georgian nobleman who commands the vanguard of the 
army, and General Zweikowsky, an officer of some stand- 
ing, whom I recollect to have seen in Switzerland in the 
year 1785. 

This gentleman from his former residence there had 
acquired some general notion of the country. All the 
others without exception with whom I talked upon this 
subject were as ignorant of its points and bearings as if 
they had been all the time in Persia. They had not even 
the least notion of the nature and value of the respective 
positions which the enemy had occupied during their 
march. In one word, they seemed to me to have left all 
these matters to their guides, and to the Swiss and Aus- 
trian officers who accompanied them, as beneath the 
attention of a Eussian general. 

I found them one and all insisting on the necessity of 
their going immediately into safe winter quarters, and 
every observation that I made, that tended to counteract 
that favourite idea, was received with evident dissatis- 
faction. 

I found them not insensible of the disorderly state of 
the army, but making use of it as an additional reason for 
going immediately into winter quarters. All agreeuig, 
however, that the conduct of the troops was a subject 
which the Marshall could not endure to hear named by 
anybody. 

I have already mentioned to your Lordship that I was 
surprised at not seeing either Generals Derfelden or 
Eosenberg present at the Council of War. I have now 
to add that during the three days I was at Feldkirch I 
neither saw one nor the other of these officers at the head- 
quarters. This seems the more extraordinary as they are 
both very old soldiers, have seen a great deal of active 
service, and both, particularly General Derfelden, had a 
great share in all the Marshall's principal victories. 

General Rosenberg is said to be a very brave man of 
no extraordinary talents or information, but thoroughly 
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acquainted with the general outline of his profession. 
His conduct in the Muttenthal was certainly very honour- 
able to himself, and showed him to be a man who pos- 
sessed great presence of mind in a moment of imminent 
danger. 

General Derfelden has, even among the Austrian 
officers, the reputation of an excellent officer ; he is par- 
ticularly acquainted with that branch of his profession of 
which the Russians in general are totally ignorant — I mean 
the internal regulation and economy of an army. 

General Hotze, who was thoroughly acquainted with 
the Russian army where he had served himself for many 
years, has frequently told me that excepting General 
Fersen and Lacy (neither of whom are here). General 
Derfelden was the only man who could really be called 
an officer in the whole service. 

I have endeavoured to learn the reason why he has 
been set aside, and find that it was principally owing to 
his attempts to establish discipline and order, and to pre- 
vent pillage and plunder in the division of the army which 
he commands, — a system in direct opposition to that of the 
Marshall, and which has rendered him extremely im- 
popular among the troops. The young men also fear 
him, and do everything in their power to keep him out 
of the way. The Mai-shall had at first ordered him to 
take the command of M. de Korsakofi*'s army, but he was 
afterwards induced to change his opinion. Prince 
GortschakofF told me himself that this nomination would 
be an insult to his brother, who had particularly dis- 
tinguished himself at the head of M. de Korsakofi'^s 
advanced guard on the 25th ult., before Zurich, and 
expressed his surprise that the Marshall should pay so 
little attention to the interests of his own nephew. 

After this conversation I was not at all surprised when 
I heard that the appointment of General Derfelden had 
not taken place. 

In Italy, as long as the two armies were together, the 
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Maraball never consulted his Bussian generals at all, 
making no scruple of saying to them openly before the 
Austrians, if ever they came to offer their opinion, that 
they were too ignorant to be consulted upon anything. 
It is only since his leaving Italy that he has had any 
communication with them on military matters, and now 
he has entirely left out of his councils the only two men 
who were capable of giving him sound advice. 

I have not seen General Derfelden myself, but he ha& 
spoken very openly to Count Stakelberg and has given 
him the most deplorable picture of the state of the army, 
complaining severely of the conduct of the Marshall in 
suffering these disorders, adding that he himself should 
retire immediately from the army, which, now that it was 
left to itself, must soon be exposed to some serious affront, 
and its honour and reputation lost. 

It was on this account, though he had not been con- 
sidted on the subject, that he was most decidedly of 
opinion that the army ought to go immediately into 
winter quarters, considering it as wholly unfit for active 
service, and that its total ruin would be the consequence 
if it were left to itself in the face of a vigilant and enter- 
prising enemy. 

I believe that the Count Stakelberg has communicated 
the subject of this conversation confidentially to the 
Count of Woronzow. 

From the opportunities I had of observing the Marshall 
myself I am persuaded that much of his present conduct 
is to be attributed to a sense of his own inability to do 
what he knows is expedient to be done, a situation in 
which under the Eussian Government he must have fre- 
quently found himself from his youth upwards. 

The very strong terms of approbation in which he 
spoke to me of the order and economy that reigned in 
the Austrian armies leave me no room to doubt that he 
would wish to see the Bussian troops on the same 
establishment, and his impatience when the subject is 
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mentioned is probably owing to his persuasion that the 
thing is impossible. 

May it not also fairly be presumed that his permitting 
the troops to live at discretion in the country is solely 
owing to his conviction that with the small pay they 
receive and the want of order and economy in the army, 
they would not be able to exist without it ? 

With other materials to act upon I believe his conduct 
would have been very different, and from his natural cha- 
racter I have no doubt but that with an army differently 
constituted he would have shown himself a severe and 
rigid supporter of good order and discipline. 

He was certainly sensible that he was doing wrong 
when he determined to march to Schaffhausen, and his 
unwilhngness to hear me speak on the subject showed 
itself in a manner that left me no room to doubt of his 
being thoroughly ashamed of himself and sorry that I 
should have been a witness to his weakness. 

His faculties are certainly as yet unimpaired, but his 
conduct on this occasion gives strong reason to fear that 
his late disappointments have made a strong impression 
on his mind and weakened its energy. I understand 
that in the Muttenthal his firmness quite &iled him and 
he gave himself up as a lost man. 

On his arrival at Glarus his natural retreat was by 
Wallenstadt to Sargans, and nothing was omitted by 
General Auffenbourg to induce him to attack the enemy 
at Mollis and force the passage, to which his army was 
in every respect fully competent, but he preferred the 
difficult and dangerous passage by Panix (where the 
whole army would have perished had the snow fallen one 
day more) because there was no enemy to encounter. 

His conduct on this occasion was directly contrary to 
his own better judgment, as well as to the repeated 
advice of the Austrian staff, of Lieutenant-Colonel Clin- 
ton, and of the Swiss officers who were with him, but the 
Grand Duke and the Bussian general officers insisted 
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upon it so strongly that the Marshall was not able to 
resist. 

His custom of dining so early, and sleeping so long 
after dinner, is absolutely incompatible with the conduct 
of military operations in the field or on a march, and in 
point of fact he never yet since he first joined the Italian 
army .has either visited a post or reconnoitered a posi- 
tion. All the plans of attack and march are settled by 
the Austrian staff* officers and submitted to his approba- 
tion the night before, he himself seldom being present 
at, and never interfering with, their execution, and seldom 
or never showing himself to the army. 

I consider this as the most unfortunate part of his 
conduct, because it gives so very fair a pretext to the 
Austrian generals to remonstrate against his being re- 
appointed to command them, and in this point at least 
the Austrian Minister will certainly be supported by the 
whole army, which I have no doubt would have done 
greater things under the orders of M. de Suworow with 
all his faults than when commanded by the Archduke 
himself. 

In the communication I have made to your Lordship 
on this important subject, which I could easily have 
extended to a much greater length, I have endeavoured 
to confine myself as much as possible to facts that have 
fallen within my observation, leaving to your Lordship to 
draw your own conclusions, and to the wisdom of his 
Majesty's Councils to suggest the best remedies for the 
evil, which is undoubtedly very great. I cannot refrain 
however from humbly offering my own decided opinion 
(though well aware of all the consequences to which it 
leads, and particidarly that it will be absolutely throwing 
everything into the hands of the Court of Vienna), that 
every hope of acting against France on any point with 
a Eussian army must be abandoned. 

In fact the elements of which the Russian troops are 
composed are such as that when put together they cannot 



286 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE [17W 

be called an army in any respect but the number of 
men. 

There are a number of firm intrepid soldiers and of 
well-instructed regiments as far as regimental duty goes, 
but nothing more. These regiments, serving as auxiUary 
troops in the Austrian army and used principally on 
those occasions where Austrian troops are less willing to 
act, would make the whole as superior to the French as 
the French from their military skill and science have 
shown themselves to be superior to the Russians when 
acting alone. 

If the Emperor of Bussia has sufficient penetration to 
see the necessity of adopting this measure, and the 
wisdom and magnanimity necessary to put it in exe- 
cution, notwithstanding the clamour and opposition it 
will meet with, there is nothing that may not be hoped 
for on this side the country during the next campaign. 
If he has not, I see nothing before us but defeat and dis- 
appointment, and in the end an ignominious Austrian 
peace. 

I had once hoped by increasing the pay of the troops, 
adding a number of foreign officers to the different de- 
partments, and establishing an entirely new arrangement 
for the magazines and the commissariat, that enough 
might have been done to have placed this army on a 
respectable footing; but from what I have seen within 
these last ten days I am persuaded that the whole system 
is so fundamentally defective and vicious, the composi- 
tion of the officers throughout so very bad, and so much 
intrigue at the head-quarters, that every hope of the kind 
must in the present emergency be abandoned; besides 
there is now no time for any such operation, as whilst it 
were carrying on the enemy would be enabled to detach 
to Holland and Flanders with impunity. 

I shall transmit to-day by the messenger Herslet the 
whole of this information to Lord Minto and Sir Charles 
Whitworth, leaving it to their discretion to make the use 
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of it they may think most proper and most advan- 
tageous to his Majesty's interest ; and I shall send these 
dispatches to your Lordship by the Honourable Lieute- 
nant^Colonel Stewart, who was himself on the field the 
whole day of the 25th ult. with General Korsakoff, where 
as long as his coimsels were listened to he rendered some 
essential service. 

I have the honour to be, &c, &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

lUght Honouxable Lord GBEinriLLX. 



Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Wangen : 18th October, 1799. 

My Lord, — Under the circumstances mentioned in my 
dispatches Nos. 35, 36, 37, and 38, it is my intention, after 
seeing the Archduke and having learnt from H.E.H. 
whether he has received any new powers from his Court 
authorising him to enter into Switzerland in force, to 
return to Marshall Suworow and insist in his Majesty's 
name on this project of taking early winter quarters being 
at once abandoned, or at least deferred until answers 
shall have been received from the Courts of Petersburg 
and London. I will leave nothing undone at the same 
time that may induce the Marshall to join in any offen- 
sive operations that the Archduke shall propose, provided 
that they are really fair and reasonable. 

H.R.H. knows very well that he must be obliged to 
provide for the subsistence of the Russian army, whether 
he takes it with him into Switzerland, or whether it re- 
mains anywhere on the frontiers ; for otherwise it will be 
let loose to live at discretion on the country. 

I am persuaded therefore if things were conducted in 
any reasonable manner at the Eussian head-quarters that 
all difficulties of that kind might be settled in a few hours' 
conversation. I cannot bring myself to believe that the 
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Marshall will be so insensible to the interests and honour 
of his Sovereign and his own personal reputation as not 
to yield to the remonstrances that will be made and the 
arguments that will be laid before him. 

I am sorry however to say that he was yesterday per- 
suaded to write to the Archduke to ask H.E.H. to appoint 
him winter quarters in the second line^ where he could 
retire with his army without being exposed to any a£Gront 
from the enemy. 

Unless my own eflforts should be unsuccessful, I shall 
dispatch Herslet the messenger to-day to Vienna to Lord 
Mulgrave, earnestly to entreat his Lordship to come here 
immediately, that I may be supported by the weight of 
his authority. 

In the meantime I trust that I can answer for engaging 
the Marshall to maintain his present position till his Lord- 
ship's arrival ; and as long as the Eussians shall remain 
within a reasonable distance of the frontiers of Switzer- 
land the enemy will certainly not venture to detach any 
considerable force to the side of the Low Countries. 

I am well aware that the Eussian army is not in a state 
to act by itself as an army^ but it may still fiimish a 
number of excellent troops sufficient to enable H.E.H. to 
strike a great blow, if not to undertake the absolute con- 
quest of Switzerland. 

With respect to Marshall Suworow's plan of taking up 
his winter quarters in Italy, particularly should he choose 
Verona and the Adige, as appears to be his present inten- 
tion, it carries with it nothing less than the totally 
abandoning at once every idea of offensive operations 
along the whole of the enemy's line from Genoa to 
Dussddorf. The Austrian armies both in Italy and Ger- 
many being, without their Eussian auxiliaries, not only 
incapable of acting offensively against the enemy, but in 
my humble opinion wholly inadequate to the defence of 
the country they now respectively occupy. 

I do not mean to say that the Archduke is not at pre- 
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sent in suflScient force to defend a great part of Swabia* 
But the Court of Vienna, whose principal object always 
has been and ever will be Italy, but who will never learn 
the true mode of defending it, will immediately order 
large detachments from the Orisons and the Vorarlberg 
into the Milanese, which the Archduke will be ordered to 
replace with the troops that are in Swabia. The first conse- 
quence of which must be that the Archduke will be obliged 
to fall back upon the Leek, leaving the entrance into the 
Vorarlberg by the way of Bregentz quite open, that the 
chain of posts in the long line from Bregentz to Chiavenna 
will be forced, the enemy will penetrate from all the 
points of the Alps of Switzerland into the Grisons and 
into the valleys of Piedmont and the Milanese, and by the 
Valteline and the Engadine into the Tyrol, to which the 
Archduke will be obliged again to detach a considerable 
force, and in all probability the Court of Vienna will be 
obliged to make a separate peace or a great part of Italy 
will be reconquered during the winter. 

If this operation be conducted on the part of the French 
with vigour and skill, and, which I very much doubt, if 
they have magazines sufficient for such an enterprise, so 
much of it may be effected during the march of the 
Bussian troops towards the Tyrol on their passage to 
Italy, as that a great part of the Austrian army will have 
been already defeated and dispersed before they can arrive 
at any point where they can be of any service, and they 
will find, after all, that, instead of getting into comfortable 
winter quarters, they will be engaged in severer service 
than ever under disadvantages which all the zeal of the 
Marshall will be unable to encounter. 

If however it were certain that the negotiations between 
Austria and France were so far advanced as to make it pro- 
bable that a peace or even a truce would be speedily con- 
cluded, I should then think that Italy would be the most 
advantageous quarters for the Russian army, as those from 
which it might be more easily conveyed to any part of his 

VOL. II. u 
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Majesty's dominions, or to any point upon the Continent 
where it might co-operate with his Majesty's forces. But 
though I have no manner of doubt that a n^otiation is 
actually carrying on, yet I trust things are not so far ad- 
vanced as to make it necessary or advisable *to act as if 
there was a certainty of peace being speedily concluded. 
It will however be prudent not to lose sight of this point, 
that France will never make peace without insisting an the 
evacuation of the hereditary dominions and the Empire by 
the Russian troops. 

I am myself firmly persuaded that some notion of an 
Italian league, independent of and perhaps under certain 
circumstances hostile to Austria, supported by Eussiau 
troops and English subsidies, has materially contributed to 
determine the Marshall to take his winter quarters in 
Italy. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

WM. WlCKHAM. 
Right Honourable Lord Qrsnvills. 



(No. 40.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenvilU. 

(Copy.) Wangen : 18th October, 1709. 

My Lord, — ^Your Lordship's dispatch of the 29 th ult.. 
No. 8, on the subject of the offer made by H.S.H. the 
Elector • of Bavaria to furnish a body of 10,000 or 
12,000 men, to be subsidized by his Majesty for the oper- 
tions now carrying on against the common enemy, was 
delivered to me on the 13th inst. at Feldkirch. 

. . . . After the language holden by Marshall 
Suworow on the subject of the Bavarian troops as stated 
in my No. 39, I shall not think myself warranted under 
my present instructions in proceeding with the negotia- 
tions, unless the Marshall shall be induced to act offen- 
sively in Switzerland and shall express an opinion that 

* Maximilian Joseph, Elector of BaTaria 1799 ; King in 1805 ; 
died 1825. 
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those troops will be necessary to the success of his 
operations. 

But as new circumstances may possibly arise which 
may render the levy of these troops highly expedient, 
and as their services, if required at all, may probably be 
required on some unexpected emergency, I shall endea- 
vour to keep the way to negotiation open, and if I can do 
it without committing myself on any point I shall not 
object to discuss the principal articles of the treaty pro- 
visionally with such person as H.S.H. may appoint for 
that purpose. 

If after I shall have seen the Archduke I shall find 
that any hopes remain of carrying on the campaign 
during the winter, I shall then, notwithstanding Marshall 
Suworow's opinion, write to Munich to the above efiect, 
stating at the same time very distinctly that the late 
unfortimate events have made it impossible for me to 
engage in any regular negotiation without new in- 
structions. 

One of the cases to which I principally look as ren- 
dering the services of such a corps desirable is the 
employment of part only of the Eussian infantry offen- 
sively with the Archduke whilst the rest shall go into 
winter quarters, in which case the absence of the latter 
might be supplied by the Bavarians ; and I have to request 
that your Lordship will be pleased to transmit me his 
Majesty's commands for the regulation of my conduct in 
this or any similar case, where it shall appear to me 
evident that by adding such a corps either to the army 
of the Archduke or of Marshall Suworow offensive ope- 
rations may be really resumed, or at least such a supe- 
riority of strength given to our defensive position as 
that the enemy cannot with safety make any material 
detachment to HoUajid or Flanders, lest by so doing he 
should tempt H.R.H. to resume the offensive. 

It may also perhaps be worthy his Majesty's con- 
sideration whether it may not be expedient to add this 

u 2 
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corps to the Archduke's anny if in consideration of such 
a reinforcement H.B.H. will engage to make no truce 
with the enemy during the winter. I mention the Arch- 
duke on this occasion rather than Marshall Suworow 
because, upon the most full and attentive consideration 
of the subject in all its points and under all its probable 
consequences, I am now thoroughly persuaded that the 
Bussian troops cannot possibly be kept together in the 
shape of an army, and that if the Court of Vienna will 
not give the Marshall, as before, the command of an 
Austro-Bussian army (an event most earnestly to be 
wished), he must inevitably retire from the service. 

I have presumed to mention these points to your Lord- 
ship as subjects for his Majesty's consideration, because 
since the happy disembarkation of his Majesty's troops in 
Holland (on which I beg leave most sincerely to con- 
gratulate your Lordship) the object of the war in Ger- 
many, as far as it respects directly his Majesty's interests, 
seems to have materially changed; the great, perhaps 
since our late misfortunes the only, point now to be 
looked to being the engaging as much as possible of the 
enemy's force in constant action on this side of the 
country. 

If the Archduke should consent to keep his army in 
a defensive position without undertaking any immediate 
operations, and Marshall Suworow engages not to put 
his troops into winter quarters until answers shall have 
been received from the Courts of London and Petersburg, 
I shall in that case go to Munich myself for a few days. 
I have written to Lord Mulgrave to meet me there, and I 
will return with his Lordship to the Bussian head-quarters. 

I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Honourable Lord Gbkntillb. 
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Mr. Wickham to Sir Charles Whitworth. 

(Draft.) Wangen : 18th Oct'., 1799. 

Sir, — My Lord Mulgrave will have forwarded to you 
my letter to his Lordship of the 29th ult. from Moer- 
spurg, containing a hasty account of the defeat of General 
Korsakoff and the capture of Zurich. 

I now send you inclosed a copy of my dispatch to the 
OflSce No. 31, containing some further details relating 
to that most unfortunate affair, leaving it entirely to your 
discretion to make the use you shall think most proper 
and most advantageous to his Majesty's interests as well 
of this communication as of the inclosed copies of my 
several dispatches to the Office Nos. 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 
and 40. 

I wish only to suggest that you would commit me as 
little as possible, and that, unless you should find it neces- 
sary so to do, you would avoid taking any measures 
founded upon these several communications until you 
shall hear from Lord Grenville on the subject. 

I take the liberty of submitting these two points to 
your consideration because it is extremely important, as 
long as I continue in my present station, that I should be 
as well as possible in the opinion of the Eussian officers ; 
and though we have certainly no time to lose in making 
the necessary reforms in the Russian army, yet it is of no 
less consequence that the same language should be holden 
at Petersburg, at London, and at Vienna with respect to 
that very important question, and that what is to be said 
and done on the occasion should be well considered and 
concerted, and have the full sanction of his Majesty's 
Government. The more so as the whole must neces- 
sarily depend on the manner in which his Majesty shall 
wish to employ the Eussian subsidiary troops in the 
ensuing campaign, and on the extent of the pecuniary 
assistance he may be disposed to grant to the Court of 
Petersburg. 
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It seems however very possible that the diflferent 
letters that will have reached Petersburg from the 
Bussian and Austrian armies, and the necessity of pre- 
venting improper and injudicious measures from being 
taken, may oblige you both to speak out more fully than 
you would otherwise have done, and to press immediately 
the adoption of such measures as shall appear to you 
under all the circumstances most advantageous for the 
common cause. 

It is on this account that I send these dispatches open 
to Lord Mulgrave and Lord Minto, that you may have 
the full advantage of their opinions, and receive at the 
same time the infonnation they will respectively have 
collected as to the wishes and intentions of the Court of 
Vienna, and the impression which these late events will 
have made on the Emperor and his Ministers. 

My own opinion such as it is (being necessarily formed 
on very imperfect materials) you will collect fit)m my 
different dispatches to the Office. I have preferred that 
mode of conveying information to you, to writing to you 
at length, because it may be an additional satisfaction to 
you to know not only the real state of things here, but 
the exact manner in which they have been represented at 
home. 

The great question seems to be how, by whom, and to 
what extent these unpleasant truths can be told to the 
Emperor, with the best hope of doing the most good, and 
preventing the most mischief. 

Of that you must of course be the best judge. 

All that I can say is, that if they are not communi- 
cated to him faithftilly, and if he does not act upon them 
with spirit and promptitude, either this army will be 
destroyed, or it must be sent home, as not only unne- 
cessary, but an absolute nuisance to the country, to the 
Allies, and to the cause it is intended to serve. 

I find from the copy of a dispatch from Count Wo- 
ronzow to the Emperor which his Imperial Majesty 
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transmitted to Marshall Suworow and which the Marshall 
showed to me, that the Count is in the habit of sending 
to the Emperor the few short private notes I have 
written to him from hence. I shaU on that account 
write to him by the next messenger an ostensible letter 
(a copy of which I will send to you by the first courier 
from Marshall Suworow, so that you may if you think 
proper make use of its contents without loss of time), in 
which I shall state to him all the defects of the army in 
the plainest terms, and in their full colours, taking care 
only to speak with equal force of its virtues and excel- 
lencies. I shall then point out to him the fatal con- 
sequences that will ensue to his master, to Europe, and 
to the common cause, if immediate remedy be not 
apphed to the evil, and on the other hand the glory that 
the Emperor will acquire now, and the stability and 
weight that he will secure to himself in Europe, if he 
will make the temporary sacrifices that will be necessary 
to put his army in a situation to contend with success, 
with the other great powers of the Continent. 

It is certainly of very great importance to his Ma- 
jesty's interests, considered not merely with a reference 
to France and the French Eevolution, but to the general 
politicks of Europe, that the Russian army should be 
placed as speedily as possible in the situation I have just 
described, and I trust we may flatter ourselves there 
exist in the hands of the Emperor the means of doing so. 

The general ignorance of the superior officers, and the 
total want of an able stajQT, is now since the affair of 
Zurich no longer a problem, and will be notorious to all 
Europe. There is no remedy for this evil (because able 
officers cannot be formed at once) but a selection to be 
immediately made of foreigners, of which the French 
emigrant nobility, and perhaps even the Austrian staff, 
will fixrnish a sufficient number. There are among the 
Austrians at this moment many excellent officers who are 
highly discontented, and who might easily be tempted to 
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pass into any other service, by offers of permanent rank 
and an assurance of the authority, confidence, and sup- 
port due to their talents and the situations in which they 
would be respectively placed. 

It must not however be disguised that the repugnance 
to entering into the Bussian army is very great amongst 
all the Austrian officers, and that the idea that they might 
be deprived at once of all their employments at the plea- 
siu-e of the Emperor will be a strong obstacle to their 
quitting their present establishment for that of Bussia. 

I can readily conceive that the nature and extent of 
the Bussian dominions require that a larger army should 
be maintained than the finances of the country can pos- 
sibly support with the pay and the appointments that it 
would be desirable to give to the whole, and with a 
commissariat and an administration upon the Austrian 
system. I have no doubt also but that an army paid 
and supported on the present system may be fiilly suffi- 
cient to overcome the enemies with whom Bussia has 
principally to contend and to make and seciure for the 
Empire the most useful and splendid conquests. But 
against the great powers of Europe, though it may 
be capable of making predatory excursions, or even occa- 
sionally of gaining a great and decisive victory, yet it 
cannot possibly maintain a long and successful war. 

It seems therefore absolutely necessary that either a 
portion at least of the Bussian army, destined for 
European operations, should be placed permanently on 
a different system, or that an increased pay and a regular 
administration should be given to such parts of it as shall 
be at any time employed in Italy, Germany, the Low 
Countries or France, where the inhabitants, from the eco- 
nomy, excellent internal administration, and good conduct 
of the Austrian armies, now scarcely look upon the resi- 
dence of an army among them as a calamity. 

But all this will be a work of some time, and whilst it 
is carrying on, I can see nothing to be done but what I 
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have suggested to Lord Grenville — that large Russian 
corps should be attached to each of the Austrian armies 
as auxiharies. 

This will be the outline of what I shall write to Count 
Woronzow, taking care to accompany it with the neces- 
sary compliments to the present Sovereign, to the general 
merits of his armies and to the Bussian character. It will 
be for him to determine whether he will make any use 
of it. 

What I shall principally aim at now, if M. de Suworow 
obstinately persists in his intention of going into winter 
quarters, will be to obtain 8,000 or 10,000 infantry 
from the army of M. de Korsakoff as a reinforcement to 
the Archduke. 

It is really a circumstance too disgraceful to the honour 
of the Russian army, and to that of its Sovereign, and 
proves beyond every thing the defective system of the 
administration of the army, that because this corps has 
received a severe check and lost 4,000 or 5,000 men with 
a part of its tents and baggage, it is therefore to be con- 
sidered as incapable of carrying on the campaign in the 
month of October, and necessarily obliged to go into 
winter quarters, whilst the enemy keeps the field with- 
out a tent in his whole army. 

What is to be done with Marshall Suworow God 
alone knows, but of this you may be entirely per- 
suaded that his remaining at the head of an army 
composed entirely of Russians, or of Russians and Rus- 
sian auxiharies, will be the greatest calamity that c^n 
befall us. 

Nothing can be more just than his own way of seeing 
things, but he is no longer the master, and we have 
lately abundant proof that his resolution and firmness is 
no longer unshaken as it used to be. Under his com- 
mand, besides, it would be impossible to work any reform 

This is a subject which I fear I dare not mention 
in the army. 
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to Count Woronzow, at least certainly not in an osten- 
sible letter. I have no doubt however that Lord Gren- 
ville will make the proper use of the information he has 
received, and I have reason to hope that Count Stakel- 
berg will write fully on the subject to some one at 
Petersburg. 

I will write again to you after my conference with the 
Archduke. In the meantime I will thank you to return 
all my drafts by the messenger, as I have no other copies 
of my dispatches. 

I shall be truly happy to hear from you, and you may 
be assured that any light you can furnish me with for the 
guidance of my conduct here will be most thankfully 
received, and all your advice and direction faithfully 
attended to. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest regard. 
Sir, &c., &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

8ir Chasles Whitwobth. 

Field-Marshal Suworow to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) Lindau : ^ October, 1709. 

Sir, — ^The enrolment of the Swiss militia, of which there 
is only one battaUon here, and the arrival of the 10,000 
Bavarians, being- objects which I have deeply at heart, I 
take the liberty. Sir, of reiterating to you my entreaties 
to bring both of them to pass. Your indefatigable zeal, 
which I well know. Sir, for the common cause, is my best 
guarantee for your working without intermission. In the 
pleasing hope of seeing you again soon, as also Count 
Stakelberg, I beg you to accept the assurances of my at- 
tachment and of the distinguished consideration with 
which I have the honour to be, 

Your very humble servant and sincere friend. 
Prince Italiiski, Comte Albxandbb 

Suworow Etmkikski. 



I 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton to Mr. Wickham. 

Lindau : 6 o'clock^ 20th Oct'. 

My dear Sir, — ^I was very much surprized and no less 
hurt to hear on my arrival at this place that the Marshall 
had refused to meet the Arch Duke at Stochach, and the 
more so, as the Arch Duke had repeated his invitation in 
the most obliging terms, in a second letter which was 
brought this morning by his Adjutant General the 
Count Colloredo. The Marshall at first positively re- 
fused to see him, but having been prevailed upon to 
receive him, after embracing him, he told him that he 
might tell his Arch Duke in the name of his Emperor, 
&c., &c., that he would undertake nothing, that he was 
a conqueror and not here to defend, and that sooner than 
employ his army so, he would retire into winter quarters. 
He entered into a general and gross abuse of the Aus- 
trians, and ended by saying he was ill and could not meet 
the Arch Duke ; then turning to Weyrother, with whom 
hitherto he has generally observed decency, he forbad him 
to make any further proposals, and repeated his resolutions. 
I immediately called upon Count Stakelberg, whom I 
found very much hurt with the change he has observed 
in the Marshall's conduct towards the Austrians within 
these two last days, and he says he is convinced some one 
employed to sow dissension between the armies has been 
at work. He thinks with me that it is of the first con- 
sequence to prevent this unjustifiable conduct of the 
Marshall fi-om being publick, and if possible to prevail 
upon him to meet the Arch Duke on every consideration. 
He desired me to tell you that he should himself have 
written to you if he had not been employed in finishing 
his dispatches for Petersburgh. 

All the Cavalry, with the exception of 400 Cossacks, 
march tomorrow for Dillingen on the Danube. 

Faithfully yours, 

H. Clinton. 

Bamsay is here. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton to Mr. Wickham. 

Lindau : 22nd Oct'., 1799. 

My dear Sir, — I received your letter of the 20th 
yesterday morning, and took the earliest opportunity of 
speaking to the Marshall upon the subject you recom- 
mended in it. When I first addressed him, before dinner, 
he referred me as usual to General Schweikowski, but 
added, that if I was not perfectly satisfied with his ex- 
planation, he would see me himself after his repose. 
Upon my lamenting that he had been prevented meeting 
the Arch Duke he exclaimed with much childish im- 
patience, Tarcheduc peut-6tre le fils d'un Empereur, etk 
!a cour je suis son tres humble Serviteur, mais je suis 
plus ancien General que lui, et je n'irai pas un pas pour 
le chercher.' Without giving me time to answer, he ran 
on in abuse of the Austrians with a degree of bitterness 
that I have never before seen in him ; he however told me 
again he would see me after his rest. After dinner I 
attempted to learn something of General Schweikowski 
in vain : that man has not common sense, and through in- 
trigue is now the Marshall s first favourite and man of 
business. 

In the evening he sent for me, but he had no intention 
of giving me a private interview. General Schweikowski 
was with him, and Prince Gorchakow and the privy 
Councillor Tr^fort had orders to attend me. The Mar- 
shall began the history of the whole campaign, introducing 
several traits of perfidy in the Cabinet of Vienna, and 
with great precision brought it down to the present 
moment, and then desired me to speak. I began by 
observing that the several instances of perfdy which he 
had cited in the conduct of the Court of Vienna, certainly 
justified his precautions, but that they appeared to me 
to be quite unnecessary towards the Arch Duke, from his 
general character, and the more so as his Eoyal Highness 
and his array had themselves been the victims. I 
observed how essential it was that the most perfect in- 
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tdligence should subsist between the chiefs of combined 
armies; at which having all along testified great im- 
patience, he burst into a violent fit of laughter, and be- 
gan to play the fool. I gave him his time, and after 
apologizing for having interrupted me, he desired me to 
proceed. He had so strongly expressed his resolution 
not to meet the Arch Duke that I thought it advisable 
to give up the point, and took advantage of his having re- 
presented his Italian army to stand in need of repose, 
from the fetigues it had sufiered, to presume that that of 
Korsakow might still continue in front, and in conjunc- 
tion with the Bavarians, take part in any ofiensive opera- 
tion which might be undertaken, while his army was in 
quarters of repose ; before I could finish this sentence he 
had interrupted me repeatedly; 1st to say, there was no 
such corps as the army of Korsakow, that the whole was 
now amalgamated. 2ndly, that owing to the treachery of 
the Austrians, they were no more in a state to serve than 
the rest, having lost their tents and baggage even to their 
very purses. All this time he was extremely intemperate, 
telling me how surprized he was to hear such a pro- 
position from me, that he concluded I had been gained 
by the Arch Duke, that Mulgrave and Wickham had 
never held language so degrading to him. With great 
diflSculty I appeased him, and as he dwelt much upon his 
being a Conqueror, and at the head of a Victorious army, 
and how much surprized he was to have it proposed to 
him to throw himself into a Garrison, to defend the 
Orisons, &c., &c., I assured him that I had not ex- 
plained myself if he had understood that I proposed his 
acting upon the defensive. I fancy he did not distinctly 
hear me, for at the word defensive, he began to spit and 
show symptoms of anger very little short of madness. I 
had by this time acquainted him with what had induced 
me to address myself to him as I had done, namely the 
conversation I had had with you, and the letter I had 
since received, so that you partook of his resentment ; he 
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told me that I was the first who had ever dared to hold 
such language to him, that I had forgot he had just com- 
pleted the conquest of Italy, and the semces he had 
rendered to Europe ; that now he was convmced you had 
converted me, and that you had been gained by the Arch 
Duke ; that because he had been in good humour when 
you had seen him, he supposed you had taken him for a 
child, and added, ^ I observed that he spoke to me in a 
different tone from Mulgrave, and seemed to think he 
could lead me by the nose as he pleased.' He told me 
he should certainly complain of me to the King and in 
the height of his rage desired me to inform you, he should 
not hesitate to make a similar complaint of you, if you 
should repeat such proposals. It was some time before he 
became sufficiently calm to understand that he had been 
made so violently angry by something which he only 
supposed I had said. After this I explained myself to 
him very fully, exposing to him the only motive we could 
have for desiring that the corps of Mr. Korsakow should 
not retire into quarters of repose with the rest, namely, 
that by moving so large a body from the frontier, the 
Enemy would be able to detach an equal force to employ 
in suppressing the insurrections in the interior, fit)m which, 
if they were not smothered in their infancy, the greatest 
advantages to the common cause might be hoped. He 
heard all this with no more patience than the rest, con- 
ducting himself the whole time with no temper ; in short, 
I was at last under the necessity of giving the point up. 
I then asked him how long he supposed it would require 
to recover his troops, so that they might again resume 
offensive operations ; he answered that in less than a 
month he would attack, though the winter should be 
completely set in ; he told me to remind you that our Court 
had promised him 20,000 Swiss and 10,000 Bavarians, and 
with that force in addition to his Eussians, who would by 
that time have received their recniits, he would conquer 
Switzerland and enter France. I told him I feared from 
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the late misfortunes in Switzerland it would not be possible 
to inorease that corps to 20,000 men, to which he replied 
that ceconomy might be misplaced, but he was then talking 
carelessly. Finding him once more rational, I asked him 
if he would attack the Enemy in case he should penetrate 
into the Grisons. He said, * C'est Tafiaire des Autrichiens ;' 
but I said, if the Enemy should penetrate so as to turn the 
flank of your army and endanger your quarters, ' C'est 
mon affaire :' in short, he endeavoured not to explain himself 
on this head, but at last he said, ^ Si I'ennemi m'incomode 
je le b&ttrai.' He dismissed me with kindness, charged 
me to send for you immediately and to say he hoped you 
would recover your virtue, which you had lost for a short 
time, and had deprived me of mine. I hope this inter- 
view has done no harm, but I cannot flatter myself that 
it has been of any service. I think you had better accept 
his invitation and come without loss of time. 

Yours very sincerely, 

H. CuNToy. 

He has just sent to desire me to dine with him, and 
sent, for my perusal, his resolutions and ideas, like what 
he dictated for you. I will endeavour to get a copy for 
you. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton to Mr. Wickham. 

Lindau : 29th Oct'., 1799. 

My dear Sir, — The Arch Duke has written again to 
the Marshall protesting in the strongest manner possible, 
against his intended retrograde move, pointing out to him 
all the misfortunes which will be the necessary con- 
sequences, and declaring that he alone will be responsible 
for them. The Marshall, I understand, without in any 
thing changing his resolution, returned a very moderate 
answer. He has been entirely reconciled to WeyroUier 
again by his having proposed to place the army in more 
convenient quarters, as well as more military, than those 
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fixed upon by the Bussian Staff. The army is now to be 
cantoned between the Lech and Uler, its right at Kirch- 
berg, and left at Kempten. Weyrother proposed that the 
headquarters should be at Mindelheim, which the Mar- 
shall in reasoning with his counsellors observed was more 
military than Augsbourg, which the latter had intiuence 
sufficient to engage him to prefer. The 30th is the day 
at present fixed for the march ; the Corps of Koverea has 
already received orders to march to within a league of 
Augsbourg. It having struck Prince Gortchakow that 
magazines might be necessary, he wrote to General Hiller 
to desire that some might be prepared in the different 
toAvns which he named ; Hiller returned for answer that 
it was not in his power, or some other evasion, and that 
he had received the orders of the Arch Duke to protest 
again in the name of H.B.H. against the move, repeating 
the words which the Arch Duke had made use of. I 
think it right that you should be informed of an occur- 
rence that passed the other day as it proves how essential 
it is to remove the Grand Duke from the army, as long as 
there is the most distant hope of a continuation or rather 
a renewal of the alliance. The young Suworow gave a 
ball to which he invited, in common with the rest, some 
Austrian officers, who were told in the assembly by a 
Eussian officer that he was ordered by the Grand Duke 
to inform them that the fete was intended for the 
Russians and not for the Austrians, and that therefore 
they were required to leave the place. Soon afterwards 
they were followed by another Bussian officer who made 
every apology, declared the other had been guilty of 
what they termed a sottise ; that the Grand Duke had 
not authorized him to do so, and pressed them to return ; 
General Baur himself came, expressed himself excessively 
shocked at the indignity that had been offered, begged 
them in the name of the whole assembly to return, and 
added that they shoidd have every reparation they could 
require and that the unfortunate officer was in arrest; there 
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were some conditions respecting the Grand Duke's conduct 
entered into, to which General Baur agreed but which 
H.E.H. did not think himself bound to accede to ; and here 
the affair ended, a faithfull relation of which has been sent 
this day to the Arch Duke. If it had not been for the in- 
terference of so respectable a man as General Baur, the 
whole of the Austrian Staff had determined to discontinue 
their service with this Army. 

Ever sincerely yours, 

H. Clinton. 

Have you seen the Emperor Paul's proclamation of the 
15th September? it is in the Augsbourg Gazette of the 
25th or 26th. 

I have just received a letter from Bentinck of the 23rd. 
The army had advanced on the 13th to a position nearly in 
a line between Mondovi and Coni ; there had been two 
affairs at Beinette, in one the Austrians have gained what 
Melas calls a victory ; he took about 400 prisoners. It 
appears that his sole object is to oblige the enemy to give 
up all hopes of winter quarters in Pi^mont. Bentinck 
says they have collected a large force at Vico, and he 
thinks menace an attack, as the present position of the 
Austrians is a bad one, and certainly not improved by a 
corps of the enemy in its flank. Bentinck expects that of 
Trinita will be reoccupied by the Austrians. 

I am just returned from the Marshall's Levee ; he is 
more pleased than I have seen him fot some time, with 
the present the Emperor has sent him by Prince Esterhazy 
of the grand Croix de Marie Th^rSse ; he had already 
decorated himself with the ribband, over the old white 
waistcoat, though he had not yet put on his boots. The 
order was accompanied with a most gracious letter, the 
Grand Duke has received the same honour, and Prince 
Barkrattion is a commander. Six lesser ones have been 
sent for the Marshall's distribution: what a sneaking 
trait at this moment. However the Russians seem to 
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think matters by such means may be made up. Weyrother 
is restored to full confidence, as a proof he was called 
upon to say grace ; to be sure, he succeeded so ill that the 
Marshall pronounced him a Carmagnole; he however 
sung out Vivat I'Empereur, and said Wickham Excellency 
was proud he had left him without taking leave. 
The 1st Colunm marches to-morrow to Wangen from 
thence to Leutkirch, Memmingen, to its cantonments. The 
Marshall will be at Augsbourg on the 3d.; the 2d. 
Column follows on the 1st. General Stakelberg has 
recovered all his property ; his servant was the thief. 
By the way, one of yours took by mistake my pistols 
from Wangen ; the maid saw them put into the carriage ; 
pray keep them for me. If you should receive any 
letters for me I shall be obliged to you to take care 
of them, and if you leave Augsbourg before I have the 
pleasure to see you, trust them to your Banker. 

H. Clinton. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton to Mr, Wickham. 

Lindau : 30th Oct'., 1799. 

My dear Sir, — The arrival of Prince Esterhazy and the 
Bibbands has already had a very good effect towards a 
reconciliation. The Grand Duke, who is the principal 
cause of the present misunderstanding between the 
Austrians and Eussians (Count Stakelberg assures me), 
has been the first to alter his tone in speaking of the 
former; not to be at enmity with a man who had just 
done him so great a favour as to confer on him his first 
military order, he now confines all his resentments to the 
person of Weyrother, of whom he has spoken in the 
most injurious and unjustifiable terms. 

It seems to have been part of the object of Prince 
Esterhazy's Mission to have stopped the retreat, but here 
the Marshall was not to be moved, and he has already 
marched with his first Column. 
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Prince Esterhazy assured Count Stakelberg that he had 
brought orders the most positive from the Emperor, that 
the Arch Duke should confer with, and heartily co-operate 
with the Marshall Count Stakelberg complained of the 
want of faith in general in the Austrian Cabinet, to which 
Prince Esterhazy repUed, that he might rest assured that 
his Court would have no reason to complain in future. 
He expressed his apprehensions that the Enemy would 
take advantage of the absence of the Russians, and 
penetrate into Swabia; upon which Count Stakelberg took 
upon himself to assure him that, in that event, the Marshall 
would fall upon them with his whole army ; he repeated 
this conversation to the Marshall, who found no fault 
with the assurance he had made to Prince Esterhazy. 

In short, the orders of Marie Th^r6se have operated 
miracles. Count Stakelberg says this change in the con- 
duct of the Cabinet of Vienna has been caused by the 
breaking off the negociation with F, it seems probable. 
They now find that their only chance of salvation is to 
cement as strongly as possible the alliance with Russia. 
This may be a favourably opportunity to make them 
explain their meaning of the words Arrondissement and 
Indemnity, &c., &c,, as well as to bind them to just 
engagements. 

A courier was dispatched in the night for Petersburgh, 
and I hope this will arrive in time for yours. As an 
officer has undertaken to deliver it himself, I have 
ventured to speak out. 

I shall be at Augsbourg about Monday. 

Ever sincerely yours, 

H. Clinton. 

(No. 41.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) Attgsburg: Slat October, 1799. 

My Lord, — I wish to take the earUest opportunity of 
correcting a mistake in my dispatch of the 17th inst., 

X 2 
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from Wagen, No. 37, in wliich I informed your Lordship 
that the Archduke had approved of the principle of the 
plan of operations against the enemy in Switzerland which 
had been proposed by Colonel Weyrother at Feldkirch 
on the 12th, and adopted by Marshall Suworow, and that 
H.E.H had sent M. de Korsakoff with his whole corps to 
reinforce the Marshall, ' undertaking all the operations to 
Vie westward of the lake of Constance himself and propos- 
ing that it should be attempted immediately' 

Having since obtained communication of H.E.H.'s letter 
I am Sony to find, though the above statement is perfectly 
correct as far as it goes, that I had been very materially 
deceived as to the real nature of H.E.H.'s offer of co- 
operation, which was qualified by these words, * and 
H.E.H. will make such a demonstration of attack and give 
so much jealousy to the enemy as to keep him fully em- 
ployed on his left.' 

It was evident, not only from this passage but from the 
whole letter (in which there was nowhere to be found any 
distinct and positive engagement on the part of the Arch- 
duke to cross the Ehine at all), that the object of sending 
M. de Korsakoff's corps to reinforce the Marshall was the 
engaging the whole Eussian army in Switzerland without 
any risk to the Austrians, and the last dispatches which I 
have received from Lord Minto put it beyond a doubt 
that in point of fact H.E.H. had it not in his power to en- 
gage his army in Switzerland or to offer anything more 
than a demonstration of attack. 

I had distinctly stated to Marshall Suworow, in the con- 
ference which I had with him at Feldkirch on the 1 3th 
inst., my firm persuasion that this would be the case, and 
that the Archduke neither would nor could take that 
part in the operations which Colonel Weyrother proposed. 
I also stated it as my opinion that H.E.H. 's staff officers, 
from mere jealousy of Colonel Weyrother, would certainly 
make such alterations in the plan as would justify the 
Marshall in rejecting the whole, and I pressed both these 
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points on the Marshall's consideration as reasons to induce 
him to suspend his departure from Feldkirch until he 
should receive the Archduke's answer, in the assurance 
that it would be such as that he would have no reason to 
repent his having taken the measure I advised. 

Under the above-mentioned circumstances there can be 
no question (for the reasons stated in my dispatches by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart), that Marshall Suworow acted 
very wisely in rejecting H.E.H.'s offer, but it is not the 
less true that his conduct in marching from Feldkirch 
without waiting for H.E.H.'s answer cannot in any re- 
spect be justified, and I am sorry to add, that, provoked 
and irritated at the constant tendency of the Austrians to 
deceive him, and feeling in its full extent all the un- 
pleasantness of the situation to which he has been reduced 
by their means, he no longer attempts to keep up even 
the appearance of any concert with them, and that his 
whole conduct in his communications with the Archduke is 
as injudicious and extravagantas hislanguage is intemperate. 

[Here follows the description of F. M. Suworow's con- 
duct, already given in Lieutenant Colonel Clinton's letter.] 

Besides the proofs of the extreme warmth of his temper 
which I have just given, and those which I shall mention 
in another dispatch (No. 42.), I have collected from the 
persons immediately about him, that he is beyond measure 
violent in his passions, that he cannot suffer the least con- 
tradiction or opposition to his opinions, and that the ex- 
travagant conduct which he constantly affects in public, 
and not unfrequently in private, is considered by them as 
assumed with the intention of preventing his being thrown 
off his guard by the warmth of his temper, which would 
not fail to be the case were he to engage in any serious 
conversation in a company where other persons were at 
liberty to give their opinions as well as himself. 

I must not omit to mention here that my instructiouR 
to Lieutenant^Colonel Clinton, which I am persuaded 
were literally followed, only suggested to him to take a 
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proper opportunity of informing the Marshall of my visit 
to the Archduke, and of the object of it, and to request 
that he would at least leave a part of M. de Korsakoflfs 
army in its present position, until I should return to him 
(which I promised to do without delay) with the result 
of my conference with H.E.H. 

Notwithstanding the extreme violence of the Marshall's 
temper, yet those who are in the habit of seeing him do 
not appear at all apprehensive of its effects, as his anger 
seldom lasts, and he is afterwards more than usually kind 
to the persons upon whom it has fallen. 

He is very much beloved by the persons immediately 
about him, and I have observed him on many occasions 
extremely attentive to them, taking opportunities of point- 
ing out their good qualities, and expressing his thankful- 
ness for the manner in which they served him, and the 
attachment they showed to his person. 

He is certainly at this moment, whatever his adherents 
may say to the contrary, most extremely afraid of the 
French, and I observe that when talking seriously he 
never attempts to undervalue them. This is the real 
history of his anxiety to have an Austro-Kussian army 
under his command, and though he made a mystery to 
me of his real opinion on that point when he first arrived 
at Feldkirch, yet he now never supposes the possibility of 
beating them by the Bussians alone. 

Your Lordship will observe that in his note to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clinton, where he talks of driving them 
out of Switzerland with bladders, he supposes the opera- 
tion to be performed by the Archduke, the Bussian army 
acting only as auxiliaries. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton has mentioned to your 
Lordship the Marshall's declaration to him that 300,000 
Bussians would not be sufficient without the Austrians to 
drive the French out of Switzerland. He has spoken to 
me to the same effect, begging in the most earnest manner 
that I would write again both to Lord Minto and to Sir 
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Charles Wliitworth to leave nothing undone to procure 
him agam the command of an Austro-Eussian army, and 
the Count de Stakelberg has told me in the strictest con- 
fidence that the Marshall had said exactly the same thing 
to him, and used every argument, and even some little 
artifices, to persuade him to write to the Emperor that 
the Eussians alone were not competent to undertake the 
deUverance of Switzerland, admitting that he had not had 
courage to do so himself; and indeed I have reason to 
fear that he has not dared to speak his own opinion to his 
master on many other essential points. I know, indeed, 
that he has sent home a very pompous account of the 
exploits of his officers in the little Cantons, in which he 
speaks in the highest terms of some of his generals of 
whom he has the worst possible opinion, and to whom, I 
know, he would not trust the command of a regiment 
that was to march against the French, without an Austrian 
officer to direct it. 

He is particularly irritated against the Archduke, on 
account of some marks of disrespect which H.RH. has 
shown him, and which he considers as intentional, par- 
ticularly his neglecting to give him the title of Highness 
and of Monseigneur, which he now expects from every- 
body, and his calling him Russian Field Marshall only, 
and not Austrian and Rusinan, as he had been hitherto 
styled. I am indeed inclined to fear that this latter 
omission was intentional on the part of H.E.H., who, as 
I have before had occasion to mention to your Lordship, 
seldom omits an opportunity of expressing the part which 
he takes in the extreme dissatisfaction which the Marshall's 
appointment to the command of the Austrian army has 
given to all the Austrian generals. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, My 
Lord, &c., 

Wm. WlCKHAM. 
Right Hon. Lord Grsktills, &c., kc^ &c. 
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(No. 42.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

Augabuig : Slat October, 1790. 

My Lord, — ^In my dispatches from Wangen, No. 37 and 
39, 1 informed your Lordship of my intention to proceed 
to the Archduke's head quarters without loss of time. 

On my arrival at Stockach on the 22nd inst., where I 
had hoped to have found H.R.H., who had given a ren- 
dezvous to Marshall Suworow in that town, I learnt that 
H.RH. had proceeded towards Manheim, in consequence 
of the enemy having crossed the Middle Rhine in force ; 
and that Marshall Suworow had reftised to meet the 
Archduke either at Stockach or anywhere else. I was 
informed at the same time of all the unpleasant circum- 
stances mentioned in my dispatch (No. 41), and in Colonel 
Clinton's of the 26th inst., and was earnestly requested by 
Coimt Stakelberg and Colonel Clinton to return to lindau 
without a moment's loss of time, lest the Marshall should 
have marched with his whole army to his winter quarters 
before my arrival, no one there having the least influence 
over him but the persons who were advising him to this 
injudicious measure. 

I waited on the Marshall immediately on my arrival, 
and was not only received by him with the greatest cool- 
ness, but at his own table, in presence of the Prince of 
Cond^ and several of his own officers, he spoke of my 
intended visit to the Archduke as a proof that I had been 
gained by H.R.H., who he said was no better than any 
other satellite of Thugut, adding that he and his army 
should not be treated as mercenaries, with many other 
expressions equally intemperate, and saying that he should 
certainly write to my Court to put his Majesty on his 
guard against the reports I should make on this occasion, 
which he knew were intended to be favourable to the 
Archduke. 

It was impossible for me to remain silent under this 
very violent attack, which was evidently not the effect of 
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passion or resentment, but was deliberately made in the 
hope of preventing my speaking to him on the subject of 
his intended retreat ; I had besides gained sufficient infor- 
mation of Marshall Suworow's real character to be per- 
suaded that I risked nothing in speaking to him with 
firmness, provided I treated him with becoming respect. 
I therefore, after lamenting that he had forced me to 
speak to him on so very delicate a subject before so many 
persons, explained to him the motives that had induced me 
to undertake my journey to Stockach, and begged him to 
consider coolly and seriously whether they were in any 
respect deserving of the harsh expressions with which he 
had qualified them. 

I then told him what was my real opinion of his in- 
tended retreat and the consequences by which it would be 
followed, which nothing that I had yet heard had induced 
me to change, and that my duty to my Sovereign, and the 
high sense I entertained of the trust reposed in me, would 
not permit me to remain silent on such an occasion, that 
I considered myself as fully authorized to lay my opinion 
directly and respectfully before him, leaving to his better 
judgment to act upon it as he might think proper, and 
that on this, as on all other occasions, he might be assured 
that I should make no representation nor ofier any advice 
on the measures that were to be adopted in the course of 
this or a future campaign, without making at the same 
time a very full and faithful report myself of all that I 
should say or do, not only to the King my master, but to 
his Majesty's Minister at the Court of Petersburg, who in 
the course of his official duty would not fail to report the 
same to his Imperial Majesty. 

I reminded the Marshall at the same time that he had 
himself by a note in writing formally declared that the 
engaging the Archduke to undertake offensive operations 
in Switzerland was exclusively my business, and that it 
was at his own express desire, frequently expressed to me 
at Feldkirch, that I had imdertaken this journey, observ- 
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ing that it certainly could not be imputed to me as a 
fault if the Marshall had changed his opinion without 
giving me any notice of it, and I submitted to his better 
judgment whether he was not strengthening the hands of 
the Austrian Minister of whom he pretended to have such 
good reason to complain by thus doing everything in his 
power to irritate the Archduke and the whole Austrian 
army. 

I have the satisfaction to add that the Marshall, though 
somewhat surprised at the first moment, received my ob- 
servations with attention and with perfect good humour, 
and that as soon as dinner was over, he sent Colonel 
Koutschakoff (one of his great favourites, lately returned 
from Petersburg, where he had carried the intelligence of 
the battle of Novi) to assure me that he had no intention 
whatever to offend me in anything that he had said, to 
explain to me his reasons for persisting in going with his 
whole army into winter quarters (which turned entirely 
on the wretched state of the army and the opinion in 
favour of the measure expressed by all the officers, and 
nominally by the Grand Duke), and to say that he was 
ready to engage to go no further than the Leek, and to 
march immediately with his whole force should the 
enemy pass the Ehine, and that he would not leave his 
present position until the Archduke should have taken 
every necessary measure for securing the Vorarlberg. I 
received a second message nearly to the same eflect in the 
course of the evening, through Count Stakelberg, who 
assured me besides that the Marshall was really concerned 
and sorry for what had passed. 

I took this opportunity of saying everything that 
would tend to satisfy the Marshall, that in all that I had 
done, I had nothing in view but his own reputation 
and glory and the honour of the Russian arms, taking 
care however to reserve to myself distinctly the right of 
fiiving my opinion on any operation to be undertaken by 
subsidiary army until the arrival of Lor 1 Mulgrave, or 
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until his Majesty shall be pleased to send some other 
general oflScer charged with that mission. And before I 
left lindau I had the satisfaction to find that his con- 
fidence in me was entirely restored, and his communica* 
tions were as unreserved as they had been at Feldkirch ; 
all that he asked was that I would not attempt to cross 
him where his resolution was finally taken, giving me 
clearly to understand that on this occasion he had not 
been the master, and that besides he considered the Arch- 
duke's conduct as bad as that of M. de Thugut, and he 
said that he must be at liberty to tell him so. 

I readily gave up both these points, being thoroughly 
persuaded that any direct opposition on my part to either 
of them might do much mischief, but could not possibly 
be of any service. Besides, the intended re-embarkation 
of his Majesty's forces in Holland, of which we have been 
informed by the way of France, rend ers active operations 
on this side, as far ew respects his Majesty's move imme-* 
diate interests^ now of much less importance, and must 
necessarily direct our attention here as much as possible 
to the preserving the Eussian force for some better occa- 
sion, rather than to any immediate operations. 

The Archduke has again written to the Marshall, 
protesting in the strongest terms against his ii\tended 
retreat, pointing out to him all the misfortunes which will 
be the necessary consequence of it, and declaring that tlie 
Marshall alone will be responsible for them : — to this the 
Marshall has returned an answer if possible more violent, 
more injudicious, and more personally disrespectful to 
H.E.H. than his conversation with Count CoUoredo, in 
which, after reproaching the Archduke with all the 
disasters of the campaign, and accusing H.R.H. of having 
purposely reduced the Russian army to such a state as to 
make its retreat a matter of necessity, not of choice, he 
signifies his firm resolution to canton the army immediately 
between the Iller and the Leek, with the head-quarters in 
this town, where the Marshall is expected on Sunday 
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next, the 3rd November, the whole army being akeady 
on its march. 

I must not omit to mention to your Lordship that it 
was originally intended that the army should have been 
cantoned on the Danube with the head-quarters at 
Biedlingen, i.e., directly between the Archduke's army 
and his magazines of every kind. 

Whether this plan, as there is some reason to suspect, 
was maliciously contrived with the intent of vexing the 
Austrians and putting their patience to the severest test, 
I have not yet been able to learn with certainty ; I am 
inclined to believe myself that it was framed in ignorance 
and adopted in malice. The Marshall however gave it up 
with a good grace as soon as he perceived that it was per- 
fectly unmilitary. To other persons it was necessary to 
point out that the present quarters were further removed 
.from the enemy. 

Before the army marched from Lindau, application was 
made in writing to General Hiller, desiring that maga- 
zines might be prepared for the troops in different towns 
along the intended line of cantonment ; to which the Gene- 
ral returned for answer that it was not in his power to pro- 
vide any magazines on those points, adding that he had 
received new orders from the Archduke to protest again 
in H.E.H.'s name against the Marshall's retreat, repeating 
the very words which H.R.H. had made use of in his 
letter. 

What precautions have been taken, and what provisions 
made, in consequence of this answer of General Hiller, I 
am as yet ignorant. In truth, I found it absolutely neces- 
sary to leave Lindau without loss of time, that I might not 
be involved in disputes in which it did not become me to 
interfere, which I had not the most remote hope of 
pacifying, and where I could not see an Austrian oflScer 
without being suspected by the persons attached to the 
Marshall of listening favourably to the complaints and 
representations of the Archduke. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton will remain constantly at 
head-quarters, where by extraordinary circumspection he 
has contrived to regain entirely the Marshall's favour. 
He will keep me regularly informed of everything that 
shall happen until the Marshall's arrival here, before 
which I trust that the Marshall's violent anger against 
H.E.H. win have been so much appeased as that I may 
venture to hope for a few hours' reasonable conversation 
with him on the subject. 

It is with infinite regret I find myself obliged to inform 
your Lordship that H.LH. the Grand Duke Constantine 
is the most active cause of all this mischief. 

His ascendancy over the Marshall is now so visible, as 
to be notorious to the whole army ; a natural consequence 
of which has been that all applications for favour are 
now made to H.I.H. rather than to the Marshall, and 
every bad counsel which the Marshall receives either 
comes directly from H.I.H., or is sanctioned by his autho- 
rity. H.LH. takes no pains whatever to conceal his 
personal jealousy of the Archduke Charles, of whose 
character and military conduct he talks with the greatest 
contempt, even before the Austrian staff officers ; and I 
am sorry to observe that this sort of conversation is re- 
peated by the Russian officers, who hold a language on 
the occasion which leaves me no room to doubt but that 
H.I.H. aspires to the command of the army, and is taking 
measures to gain the voice of the army in his favour. 

I am sorry to add that H.I.H. 's personal character and 
conduct is in many other respects such as to give the 
greatest pain to the friends of his illustrious House. 
Among many other unpleasant facts that are known to 
the whole Austrian army, and repeated on every occasion, 
I will only mention his having coi^oral punishment in- 
flicted for the most trifling oflences on the soldiers and 
on the peasants in his own presence, often in his own 
apartment, and not unfrequently with his own hand. 
[Here follows the account of the Grand Duke s conduct 
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to the Austrian staff officers at the ball, already given in 
Lieutenant-Colonel Clinton's letter of the 29th.] 

The Count de Stakelberg has assured me that he would 
mention confidentially to the Count de Woronzow much 
of what I have been under the painful necessity of re- 
lating to your Lordship. I fear, however, from the 
extreme timidity of his character, that he will not speak 
fairly out with that manliness which his duty to his Sove- 
reign requires from him. He left Lindau immediately 
after me, and arrived here to-day almost distracted with 
the recollection of the scenes to which he had been a 
witness, deeply penetrated with the dishonour and dis- 
grace that has fallen on his countrymen, and the manner 
in which they are exposing themselves to the eyes of all 
Europe ; and fiilly determined to press for his immediate 
recall, unless the Grand Duke be removed from the 
army, and the whole head-quarters assume a conduct and 
appearance more suited to the manners and usages of a 
civilised country. 

I do not know an event more to be deprecated at this 
moment than the retreat of this young nobleman from his 
present situation. His mild and amiable manners, the 
discretion and judgment which he has manifested on 
every occasion, and the candour and impartiality with 
which he has conducted himself under such very trying 
circumstances, have gained him the good opinion and 
esteem of every one, so much so, that even the Austrians 
address themselves to him with confidence ; and indeed 
without him I am persuaded that all communication 
between the two armies would before this have entirely 
ceased. 

Under the present unfortunate circumstances, it is a 
great subject of consfHation that the enemy's army, from 
the best information I can collect, does not appear to be 
in a situation to undertake anything of real importance. 
Your Lordship will find in the annexed paper a report of 
♦^-o state of the French armies (exclusive of what is called 
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the anny of the interior) as they existed at the beginning 
of this month, which I believe to be exact ; as exact, that 
is, as anything that can be procured in France, where the 
generals themselves are often ignorant of the real effective 
strength of their respective armies. If this statement 
be but tolerably correct, I do not think that the force 
assembled on these frontiers would be suflScient to give 
the Archduke any uneasiness, were the Bussian army 
under his command, or if there existed any harmony 
between the two commanders. 

The new levies will certainly be made with more 
success than heretofore, on account of the late extra- 
ordinary good fortune of the repubUcan armies. I am 
inclined, however, to believe that the military conscription 
had been made with more effect, consequently that fewer 
men remain to be raised than has been generally sup- 
posed, as among the prisoners that have been made since 
I have been on this side of the country I have observed 
that the half at least of them were conscripts. 

General Massena has been levying large contributions 
since the battle of Zurich, not only in Switzerland and 
the bishoprick of Basle, but in the neighbouring province 
of Franche Compt^, which for political reasons he cer- 
tainly would not have done, had he been able to subsist 
his army by any other means, and I am confident that 
all that he can collect in those countries will not be suffi- 
cient to enable him to undertake any great and decisive 
operation. 

The weak points are the Grisons and the Vorarlberg, 
where should the Austrian generals misconduct them- 
selves, and the Court take the alarm, as when Buonaparte 
penetrated into Styria, much mischief may certainly be 
done before the winter. 

But the Allied forces, if well managed, are still very 
respectable. 

The Eussian army, notwithstanding its misfortunes and 
the disadvantages under which it labours, contains still a 
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solid mass of infantry which the enemy will not willingly 
encounter, and the Austrian army is certainly very 
superior to what it was at the period above mentioned. 
The troops are unquestionably better and animated by a 
very different spirit The army is still miserably defec- 
tive in generals, but the last years of the war have pro- 
duced a set of staff officers whom I believe to be quite 
unequalled in Europe, and from whom it is more than 
probable that some of the first generals of modern times 
will spring. Having had opportunities of observing the 
character of the Austrian staff officers in the earlier part 
of the war, I am enabled to speak with less fear of being 
mistaken when I venture to compare them with their 
successors. 

It is generally admitted that in science and military 
skill these latter are at least equal to those who have gone 
before them, and in point of activity, real courage, and 
the desire of distinguishing themselves there is certainly 
no comparison between the two. The marked character 
of the Austrian staff officers of any standing was (with 
some very few exceptions) a degree of caution approach- 
ing to timidity, whilst the present set of men seem disposed 
on every occasion to hazard everything rather than remain 
on the defensive, or submit to receive an affront from the 

enemv. 

Such men as these render the ignorance of a general of 
much less consequence than it used to be ; all that is 
required of him is to listen to advice, know how to 
manoeuvre his troops well in the field of battle, and not to 
be deficient in personal courage. With those qualities 
alone, a commander-in-chief in the Austrian army may 
now purchase a high military reputation at a very cheap 
rate ; and I observe that Marshall Suworow is fully sen- 
sible of the truth of this principle, which he applies very 
openly to the case of the Archduke, whilst he himself 
wishes in secret to take full advantage of it. 

Upon the whole I am inclined to hope, from the state 
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of the French army, that time may be gained till the 
winter shall have rendered any serious or extensive 
operations impracticable. 

Should I be deceived in the information that has been 
transmitted to me of the preparations of the enemy, there 
is no doubt but that the worst is to be apprehended, and 
at any rate unless strong reinforcements should speedily 
arrive from Vienna, it is in their power to drive the Arch- 
duke out of Swabia, and to estabUsh themselves firmly in 
the Grisons and the Vorarlberg before the winter. I 
should not consider this latter event as of any real conse- 
quence provided the Archduke were enabled to open the 
campaign on this side with a sufficient force before the 
great passages into Italy were opened by the melting of 
the snows. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, my 
Lord, &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

The Right Honourable Lord Gbektille. 

(No. 43.) Mr, Wickkam to Lord Grenville, 

Augsburg: 8rd Not'., 1799. 

My Lord, — The Archduke, finding all remonstrances 
and protestations useless and that Marshall Suworow was 
determined to march with his whole army into winter 
quarters, has written again to the Marshall in a style more 
moderate than that which he had used in his preceding 
letters, taking no notice of the harsh expressions which 
the Marshall had lately used, saying everything that was 
most likely to flatter his vanity, and earnestly entreating 
him, as the means of saving Germany, to delay his de- 
parture only for a few days, and to leave one division of 
his troops in its present position until H.E.H. could send 
ten battalions more into the Vorarlberg and the Grisons, 
which are evidently menaced. 

The letter reached the Marshall after the army had 
begun its march. He consented, however, to remain 

VOL. II. Y 
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himself till to-day at Memmingen, and to leave General 
"Rosenberg's division near Lindau until the 6th inst. 

This change in the Marshall's conduct has been brought 
about to a certain degree by the style of the Archduke's 
letter, but still more by the mission of Prince Esterhazy, 
who arrived a few days since at the Marshall's head- 
quarters, with the great order of Maria Theresa for the 
Grand Duke and for the Marshall, with the order of the 
second class for Prince Bagration, and with six orders of 
the third class to be distributed by the Marshall to such 
of his officers as he might think most deserving of them. 

They were accompanied by very flattering letters in the 
Emperor's own hand, both to the Grand Duke and to 
the Marshall. 

Those who have left the army since Prince Esterhazy's 
arrival, particularly General HiUer, who arrived here last 
night, say that the best effect has been produced by this 
well-timed mission. 

The immediate cause of this mission of Prince Ester- 
hazy is undoubtedly the firm language lately assumed by 
the Emperor of Eussia and the leave of absence given to 
Count Eosamofisky, his minister at the Court of Vienna ; 
but I have strong reason to believe that it is occasioned 
still more by the very high tone lately assumed by France 
on the subject of Italy, and a refusal on her part to accede 
to any of the terms which the Court of Vienna proposes 
with respect to that country as the groundwork of a 
treaty of pacification. 

The language holden by Prince Esterhazy is however 
of a very different natm^e. 

He admits the faults that his Court has committed in 
the conduct of the campaign, particularly in forcing 
Marshall Suworow from Italy and in tying up the hands 
of the Archduke. He justifies, however, the conduct of M. 
de Thugut in Piedmont, sajring that after the partition of 
Poland, the Eussians have no right to make any com- 
ments on the views which the Court of Vienna may have 
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on that country ; he makes at the same time no secret of 
the intention of creating an independent state in Italy for 
the Prince Palatine of Hungary. He endeavours to re- 
criminate, accusing the Russians of incapacity in their 
conduct at Zurich, and of obstinacy and ill-humour in the 
Marshall's intended retreat ; but he says that it is no 
longer time to talk of past faults and failings, but to 
endeavour by every possible means to make amends for 
them before it be too late; that the Emperor and the 
whole Court is now firmly persuaded that it is no longer 
time to trifle, that the situation of Europe in consequence 
of the late successes of the enemy is become once again very 
alarming, that the object of the French is the destruction 
of all the civilised states in Europe, that there cannot 
possibly be any safe peace with the Kepublic, and very 
many arguments of the same kind, to all of which the 
Court of Vienna has been lending a deaf ear for these six 
years past, and he declares that he has brought full 
powers and even positive orders to the Archduke to co- 
operate with the Marshall in offensive operations to the 
full extent of the force under his command. 

Since writing the above I am truly sorry to say that I 
have learnt a new subject of dissension that has arisen 
between the Archduke and F. M. Suworow. 

The letter from H.E.H. to the Field Marshall of which 
I have spoken in the early part of this dispatch contained 
an expression which Colonel Weyrother in reading it to 
the Marshall had entirely suppressed, knowing that it 
would give great offence. The Marshall cannot bear to 
hear the intended cantonment of his army qualified by 
the title either of winter quarters or of a retreat, and it is 
the fashion at head-quarters to say that the army is about 
to take quarters of repose. 

The Archduke had unfortunately called it a retro- 
grade movement 

The Marshall yesterday at Memmingen asked for the 
letter and had it read to him again by a Eussian officer, 

T 2 



324 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE [1799 

who had not wisdom enough to suppress this expression. 
The Marshall as soon as he heard it flew into a violent 
rage and immediately dictated a letter to the Archduke 
which, from what I have heard of its contents, is more 
injudicious and more offensive than any of his former 
ones. He sent it off immediately by an aide-de-camp 
with orders to deliver it into II.R.H/s own hand. 

It will arrive at an unfortunate moment and will 
probably find H.R.H. retiring before the enemy, as since 
the strong detachment which he has made to the Vorarl- 
berg he has now only eighteen battalions with him at 
Donaueschingen. 

I am sorry to add that the explanation of much of the 
Field Marshall's conduct may be found in the almost 
unanimous desire of the army to return to Bussia and 
an evident dread of meeting the French, which I have 
observed increasing among every class of the oflScers 
since the unfortunate affair of Zurich. 

Under these and the many unpleasant and unfortunate 
circumstances which I have been under the necessity of 
detaiUng to your Lordship, it is but too evident that all 
hope of engaging the Archduke and the Marshall ever to 
act together is entirely out of the case. 

This circumstance makes the necessity of restoring to 
the Marshall his command in Italy still more urgent and 
more obvious. 

The states of the Vorarlberg have sent a strong repre- 
sentation to Vienna on the subject of the disorderly cx)n- 
duct of the Russian army, dwelling in strong terms on the 
calamities to which the country would be exposed were 
they to return there, and the dangerous consequences 
that would ensue, as the militia of the country would 
unquestionably fall on them. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, my 
Lord, &c., 

Wm. WiCKHAM. 

The Riglit Honourable Lord GsKimLLS. 
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Mr. Wickham to Sir Charles Whitworth. 

(Most confidential.) 
(Draft) Augsburg : 4th Not'., 1799. 

Sir, — I have to acknowledge the honour of your dis- 
patch of the 23d Sept. by the Messenger Schaw, which 
was delivered to me at the Prince of Condi's head- 
quarters at Langenargen on the 24th ult°. Its contents 
were particularly interesting and satisfactory to me per- 
sonally, and I have to request that you will accept my 
best thanks for the obliging attention you have paid to 
this affair, which I own, considering the characters of the 
Emperor and of the Marshall, had not failed to give me 
some uneasiness. 

His Imperial Majesty may rest safely assured, I will 
on no occasion advise any measure, without the entire 
persuasion that it will tend directly to his glory, and to 
the honour and reputation of the Eussian army. This is 
the only return in my power to make for the confidence 
he is so graciously pleased to repose in me. 

In compliance with Lord Grenville's direction to keep 
you fully and r^ularly informed of the true state of 
things on this side the country, I shall send off a mes- 
senger to-day to Petersburg, with copies of some of my 
late dispatches to the OflSce, from which you will learn 
the deplorable condition of the Russian army, and the 
fatal consequences that are likely to follow from the 
weak and wicked conduct of the Court of Vienna, and 
from the ignorance of the Russian commanders, and the 
ungovernable obstinacy and violence of the Grand Duke 
and the Marshall. 

I have little to add to the picture 1 have there given, 
excepting the assurance that I have coloured no part of 
It too highly, and that I have suppressed many strong 
facts, highly dishonourable to the Grand Duke and many 
more, tending to thtt>w ridicule on the Marshall, and I 
can only repeat what I have already said so often, and 
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put in so many different shapes ; upon which I behave 
there are now not two opinions, either in the Eussian or 
Austrian armies, that a Russian army is quite incom- 
petent to the great objects it was proposed to attain, and 
that with its present organization and composition, it 
cannot meet the French on any terms of equaHty. 

This is a fact that may most entirely be relied on, and 
must necessarily make the leading point to which in all 
future arrangements and negociations everything must be 
referred. 

I remain still however of my first opinion that M. de 
Suworow were he trusted with the command of an 
Austro-Eussian army in Italy, could do more, with all his 
faults, than even the Archduke himself, but unfor- 
tunately by the intemperance of his tongue, and the 
extravagance of his conduct, he is rendering the attain- 
ment of this desirable event every day more and more 
improbable. 

It is really not to be expected that an Austrian officer 
of rank and talents, who has any sense of his own honour 
and dignity, should submit without the strongest repug- 
nance to serve under a man who conducts himself so 
strangely, who does not give himself the pains to examine 
any one position that his army is to attack or occupy, 
and who is notoriously ignorant of that part of his profes- 
sion, without which it is impossible to make successful war 
against the enemy with whom we have now to contend. 

There is however no middle line to be taken, either the 
command of an Austro-Eussian array must be obtained 
for the Marshall, or he must retire from the service. 

I most earnestly wish that Lord Minto, to whom I 
send this dispatch open, may be able to hold out any 
hope of such a command being given to him. 

If he obtained it, supposing the whole Eussian 
force to be 35,000 men, he might take with him the 
greater proportion of it, and leave us in full strength here. 

If from fifteen to twenty battalions of Eussian in- 
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fantry, I mean 15,000 effective men, were left under 
the command of the Archduke and timely mea- 
sures taken for recruiting them during the campaign, 
such a reinforcement supported by 10,000 Bavarians, 
and by the Swiss levies, would enable his Eoyal High- 
ness I am fully persuaded to carry on effective ope- 
rations with success, and especially to effect the conquest 
of Switzerland early in the campaign, in spite of any force 
that the enemy could get together. 

I beg you to be persuaded that the language I hold on 
this occasion, and on all others where I venture to speak 
of military operations with any confidence, is never my 
own, but the result of frequent communications with the 
best informed and most able of the Austrian officers. 

I here necessarily suppose that the Austrian army will 
be at least, a nominal 100,000 men. 

If prompt and vigorous measures for carrying this 
disposition into effect be taken the enemy will have little 
to rejoice at his late successes, and the Alhes will have 
everything to hope for. 

It is unnecessary for me to add that I am now speak- 
ing of the military operations only. 

Unless the Emperor of Eussia will consent to such a 
disposition of his army, and unless the Court of Vienna 
will abandon its crooked system of pohtics, and give to 
the Archduke, the full powers, and the confidence 
which he deserves, his Boyal Highness can make no use 
of the means that will be put into his hands, and we shall 
again see the finest armies moulder away in inactivity, 
whilst the enemy is procuring the means of attacking 
them with effect, and collecting the resources of which 
activity on our part would have necessarily deprived him. 

These are points of the practicability of which yourself 
and Lord Minto can alone form a competent judgment. 

I have done my duty in representing the absolute 
necessity of insisting on them as a sine qu& non, if we 
mean that the war on the continent should not turn to 
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the utter defeat of all our projects, and to the disgrace, if 
not the ruin of our Allies, as well as of oiurselves. 

I am very seriously afraid that the representations 
which have been made from head-quarters are of a 
nature to deceive the Emperor on many material points. 
Unfortunately the Austrians, who are certainly the 
original authors of all the evil, have laid the ground for 
a statement of facts which will not only place them in the 
wrong, but justify in a great measure the whole conduct 
of the Eussians, or at least cause all their faults to be 
overlooked or forgotten. 

Unless Count Stakelberg has really had the courage to 
write fiiUy to Count Woronzow, I have no hope that any 
part of the truth will reach Petersburg, but through you, 
and I really feel more than I can express for the delicacy 
of your situation. 

Fortunately it cannot now be very long before you will 
receive from London such full instructions on that point, 
as will remove from you all responsibility. I sincerely 
wish and hope that in the meantime you may not be 
obliged to make use of any of the information I have 
given you, but should that be the case, I venture earnestly 
to request that you will have the goodness to give me 
early information of the extent to which you have iised 
it, and the persons to whom it has been communicated, 
that I may regulate my conduct and language ao>cordingly 
at head-quarters with due discretion, which as you will 
collect from my public dispatches is at no time a very 
easy matter to do. 



Sir Charles Whitworth to Mr. Wickham, 

(Most Secret and Confidential.) 

St Petersburg : Nov'. 16th, 1799. 
(Received at Augsburg, Dec'. 12th at 8^ a.m.) 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 18th ult., and of its very interesting 
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inclosures. I will not attempt to describe to you the real 
grief I feel at the unfortunate turn which [affairs] seem at 
last to have taken. It is such as must be common to all 
those who wish well to the Cause, but perhaps the more 
distressing to me in proportion as I had reason to flatter 
myself with having rendered an essential service to that 
Cause by contributing to bring forward a Sovereign from 
whose brilliant outset so much was expected. Lord 
Minto will already, at my desire, have acquainted you 
with the determination of the Emperor of Eussia, not- 
withstanding every argument which could be urged of 
the inmiinent danger to which Europe must be exposed, 
of withdrawing his co-operation entirely from the House 
of Austria. It cannot be denied that the conduct of the 
Court of Vienna has been in many respects such as to 
merit the worst which can befall it, were it possible to 
separate its welfare from that of Europe ; but I confess 
that the resolution now adopted, confounding in so dan- 
gerous a manner his personal revenge against that Court 
and the Public Safety, is beyond every idea I could have 
conceived of imprudence and of impolicy. 

His Imperial Majesty has written to the King, an- 
nouncing his fixed resolution immediately to recall his 
troops from Switzerland. The motives assigned, are the 
suspicious and mysterious conduct of the Austrian Cabinet 
in general ; its constant refusal to open itself to its alUes 
either on the reestabhshment of monarchy in France, or 
on its views of aggrandisement in Italy, more particularly 
with respect to the Dominions of th^ King of Sardinia ; 
the want of support which his Generals have experienced ; 
the neglect and disrespect with which they have been 
treated in defiance of every motive to gratitude; and 
finally the indifference with which his armies have been 
abandoned and left open to the attack of a superior 
enemy in a country for the defence of which they are 
perfectly inadequate. 

Upon these motives the Emperor of Eussia has actually 
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given orders to Marshall Souvorow to separate his army 
from that of H.E.H. the Archduke, and proceed as soon 
as the season will permit to the Bussian Frontiers, 
leaving the Cause to its own defence, and to us the 
regret of having made a finiitless effort, and of having 
misapplied so considerable a portion of the resources of 
our country. These are melancholy reflections, but un- 
fortunately they are such as are more than justified by 
the event. 

I do not enter into a detail of the important topicks of 
your letter. But I will freely confess that knowing the 
character of this Sovereign and his extreme sensibility; 
and well aware of the danger to which I should expose 
the Cause, as far at least as its safety is connected with 
the continuance of his support, I do not feel mjrself jus- 
tified in representing in their fiill force the facts with 
which you have furnished me ; sensible that by so doing 
I should totally alienate the mind of the Emperor, and 
that without the smallest advantage, seeing that the reso- 
lution to recall those troops, of which there is so much 
reason to complain, is decidedly taken, and even carried 
into effect, as you will see by the copy of the oflScial 
answer from Count Eostopsin to me which I now inclose. 

There cannot be the smallest doubt of the existence of 
the evils which are complained of ; they are, and always 
have been notorious; but such is the vanity of this 
Country, and particularly of his Imperial Majesty and 
those about him, that not a single word would be be- 
lieved, and the whole would be laid to the account of 
jealousy and of a desire to attribute solely to him, that 
want of success with which our efforts have unfortunately 
been attended. The fact is that his army is no longer in 
a state of co-operation, that at this moment it is actually 
under orders to march homewards, and that therefore 
any representation of this kind would only be exposing 
ourselves to a certain loss without any prospect whatever 
of advantage. 
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Upon the strength of this reasoning I have felt it my 
duty to suppress any remarks, untill I shall be furnished 
with Lord Grenville's positive instructions for so doing, 
and even then I trust much will be left to the exercise of 
my own discretion. In the mean time I have only to 
observe that let what will be the event, to new model 
the Eussian anny wiU be perfectly impossible, since the 
evils of which we complain are the effect of the national 
character, and cannot be eradicated without going back 
to the very sources. It remains to be seen therefore 
whether it may be most advantageous to make what use 
of it we can, Such as it is, or so far to disgust the Em- 
peror, as to furnish him with the pretext, of which many 
about him would very willingly avail themselves, of with- 
drawing entirely from the conflict, and of leaving those 
who are considered as more immediately exposed to the 
danger to extricate themselves as well as they can. 

Upon reflection I am persuaded you will agree with 
me on the impropriety of taking this moment to open the 
eyes of the Emperor to the fatal defects of an army which 
according to his conception is so perfect. 

It is not possible to give you an adequate idea of the 
extreme discontent of this Court with that of Vienna. It 
manifests itself on every occasion. Under these circum- 
stances it is natural to look for a remedy, and I confess I 
see none unless it be the removal of Baron Thugut from 
the efficient post he now fills. Such is the hatred of the 
Emperor towards this Minister, that I am convinced he 
will by degrees, and by very precipitate ones, drop all 
connection and communication whatever with the House 
of Austria, unless that satisfaction is afforded him, and 
even then I do not positively say that it would be a 
means of engaging him to co-operate in the war against 
France. 

I need not say that amongst the heaviest charges laid 

f the account of Baron Thugut is that of his having -de- 
cided the measure of the evacuation of Swisserland by 
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the Archduke, and consequently of having exposed the 
Eussian army to the misfortunes which ensued. Could 
there possibly have existed the smallest doubt of our 
having ever advised the adoption, as has been so unjustly 
laid to our charge, of a measure so replete with danger, 
the language which Lord Minto has held at Vienna, 
strictly conformable to that which has marked all my 
Communications here, would be more than sufficient to 
remove it. The whole is attributed to Baron Thugut, 
and it rests solely with him to exculpate himself in the 
mind of the Emperor of Eussia. 

I wish most sincerely that I had anything more con- 
solatory to offer you. Although unwelcome, it is neces- 
sary that you should be made acquainted with the true 
state of affairs, and for this purpose I dispatch the mes- 
senger Wagstaffe. He will at the same time return to you 
the drafts of your Dispatches to Lord Grenville, for the 
communication of which I am infinitely indebted to you. 
It is imposable to be more interesting, and to give a 
clearer and more concise account of the events which 
have taken place within your observation. 

I take the liberty of inclosing copies of some of my 
late Dispatches, although in fact they contain little more 
than what you will find in this letter. You will observe 
undoubtedly the style tranchant of Count Eostopsin upon 
this occasion. It appears to be such as precludes all 
negotiations. My only hope is in the calm and friendly 
representations which I shall shortly receive from England, 
and if they are attended by a suitable conduct and lan- 
guage on the part of the Court of Vienna, I shall not 
utterly despair. 

You will have heard long ere this that General Kor- 
sakow is dismissed the service. He is considered here as 
being absolutely mad. The person who succeeds him. 
Count Viosm^nil an Emigrant, is a man of character, 
and universally well spoken of. Would we were still in 
^ situation to profit of liis talents. 
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You will ako receive amongst the other papers the 
official account published here of the events which have 
lately taken place in Swisserland. It comes from the 
Marshall, and is well worthy of observation. 

I have the honour to be, with great truth and regard, 
Sir, your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

Chas. Whitworth. 

P.S. — At the moment I was making up this packet, 
Lord Minto's letter of the 1st November is come to hand. 
The melancholy circumstances which it refers to are no 
more than what I expected from the spirit which prevails 
here, and which has already found its way to the army, 
although when the Marshall had determined to fall back 
as far the Leek, he did it on his own authority, not 
having yet been in possession of instructions from hence. 

I avoid making any mention of the unfortunate business 
in Holland, which furnished the first pretext, and which 
I really believe was in fact the real motive of the Arch- 
duke's retreat from Swisserland You will easily believe 
that the effect has been violent here. I trust however 
that the Emperor will leave us his troops, should we be 
disposed to employ them in the spring. 



Mr. Wickham to Field Marshal Suworow. 

(Tranalation of Copy.) 
(Very Confidential.) Augsburgh : 21 Nov., 1799. 

Monseigneur, — Two days aflber the departure of your 
Highness from Feldkirch I informed my Court by a 
courier extraordinary of the very interesting conversation 
with which your Highness had honoured me in that town, 
writing at the same time to Sir Charles Whitworth as 
your Highness wished me to do. The King my master, 
as soon as he was made aware of the wishes of your 
Highness regarding the operations of the next campaign, 
did not hesitate to respond to them as soon as possible, 
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and to recommend your projects as his own to the two 
Imperial Comts, by couriers extraordinary sent fix)m 
London on the 9th of this month. His Majesty, in act- 
ing thus, has intended to give the most unequivocal proof, 
both to their Imperial Majesties, and to your Highness, 
of his confidence in your Highness's talents, powers, and 
above all in the accuracy and integrity of your views. 
In consequence of these sentiments, His Majesty has 
specially insisted to the Court of Vienna that your BBgh- 
ness should be reinstated at the head of a combined 
Austro-Bussian army. It seems as if the great services 
which your Highness did not cease to render to the 
House of Austria when you commanded an army thus 
composed, ought to ensure a fsivourable reception to such 
a request But, in order to give H.M. the Emperor and 
King a more direct interest in granting it, H.B.M. will 
do in this event all that will depend upon him to rein- 
force the Austrian armies in Germany and in Italy with 
80,000 men, (either Bussians if it please your august 
Sovereign to grant a sufficient number) or Swiss and 
Germans, and still more to make arrangements at his 
own expense for the sustenance of this additional force, 
which will bring the greatest relief to the Court of 
Vienna, will at the same time facilitate the maintenance 
of the Bussian troops, and will place both officers and 
soldiers in a most favourable position. The King my 
master has also demanded of the Court of Vienna their 
plan of operations for the next campaign, which ought to 
be submitted to the Cornet of St. Petersburg, and approved 
by it, and by your Highness as an express preliminary 
condition without which no engagement can be con- 
tracted. In order that I may bring all these things more 
in detail under the notice of your Highness, and com- 
municate to you confidentially the contents of the 
dispatches which I have just received from my Court, I 
beg your Highness to consent to name a time in which I 
might have the honour of coming to you to converse with 



1799] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKUAM. 335 

you on this subject. You will have an especial pleasure 
in hearing that the strongest interest was shown in favour 
of his Sardinian Majesty, and that there is reason to hope 
no fresh obstacle will be raised against his return to Turin, 
and his re-entering into enjoyment of the greater part of 
his dominions and his right of Sovereignty, subject to the 
express conditions, to be settled afterwards, in virtue of 
which the Court of Vienna will abate its pretensions of 
wishing to keep the whole. For the rest, of all the pro- 
positions that the minister of H.B.M. is authorised to 
make at the Court of Vienna, he is not authorised to treat 
definitively of any without the consent and full appro- 
bation of the Court of St. Petersburg having been first 
obtained. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration 
and most respectful attachment, Monseigneur, &c., &c., 

&c. 

Wm. Wickham. 

To S. A. Monseigneur le Prince Iia.li8KT 

COHTB SUWOBOW RTMKnOSKT, &C» &C. &C 

The Emperor Francis to Field-Marshal Suworow. 

(Translation of Copy.) 

Dear Field-Marshal Prince Italisky Count Suworow 
Eimniksky, — I have been greatly shocked and surprised 
to learn from your letter of the 13th inst., that you with 
the Imperial Eussian army which you command, are 
ordered to begin your march back to Eussia, and that 
you contemplate doing so. How prejudicial tliis unex- 
pected resolution will appear in the eyes of both friend 
and foe, how adverse to the good cause the impression 
which such an order must create, I need not dilate on 
to a man like the Field-Marshal Prince Italisky. 

I think then that I may beUeve of you, dear Field- 
Marshal, that at least you will not willingly accelerate 
the execution of the command to return which you have 
received, all the more that owing to the explanations re- 
specting various points received in the meanwhile, and to 
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the new phase of events, counter-orders may in all 
probability be looked for on the part of your Monarch. 
Should however his first resolution be unalterable, you 
will have to make arrangements for the provisions and 
other necessities of the march, with my well-beloved 
brother the Archduke, whom I will at once commission 
to set to work and make preparations, so that on the 
other hand the Imperial Bussian troops may not suffer 
from want of food in all the inevitable hardships of their 
winter's march, and on the other that the people of the 
Country who have already endured so much throughout 
the war may not be completely exhausted by the pressure 
of such a formidable billet upon them and by providing 
relays of pack and baggage horses. As regards my 
Hereditary States in particular, I will, if circumstances 
should require, issue the necessary instructions to my Aulic 
Council of War ; the day of crossing my frontiers should, 
however, be signified beforehand, and the necessary in- 
terval allowed, in order both to commence and carry out 
the many preparations which a march of troops involves, 
so that no fresh cause of dissatisfaction may arise out 

of it. 

Franz. 

Vienoa: 28th Nov., 1799. 

Mr. Wickham to Lord Minto. 

(Draft.) 
(Confidential.) Augsburg: Thursday, 28ih Nov'., 1799. 

My dear Lord, — I take the opportunity of Prince Ester- 
hazy's return to write yoiu: Lordship a few lines with a 
short statement of our situation here. I should have 
written sooner but I have been in hourly expectation of 
an answer to my dispatches by Herslet, and to those by 
Bosset. It is to Vienna that we must look for all that is 
good as well as for all that is evil ; what passes in this 
quarter now that the campaign is closed, is but of a 
secondary consideration in the great scale of PoUticks. 

Your Lordship will have learnt from my dispatches by 
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Bosset all the injudicious and intemperate conduct of the 
Bussians in their communications with the Austrian 
Generals, and the spirit of pillage and plunder by which 
their army was distinguished in its marches. 

I am sorry to say that I have nothing more satisfactory 
to communicate to your Lordship on either of those sub- 
jects. The Bussians are the dread and execration of every 
country where they come, and their residence here will 
be long and deeply remembered. What is worse, I fear 
from the conversations I had with Marshall Suworow, as 
well as from my own observations, that the evil is not to 
be remedied, certainly not without another chief. I will 
enter into more detail on this subject by another occasion, 
in the meantime I will only observe that on the arrival of 
the copies of Lord Grenville's dispatches to your Lord- 
ship No. 12 and 13, I had a long and full conversation 
with the Marshall on their subject which fully satisfied 
me, first that the Marshall himself felt the evil, and 
wished to remedy it, secondly that the persons interested 
to prevent any reform would always have sufficient 
power to prevent it. I am now writing home on the 
subject, and having two messengers here, I will send one 
of them to your Lordship in the course of a day or two 
with copies of my dispatches. 

I am as yet unable to form any judgement as to the 
length of the march that the Bussians will be obliged to 
make, having received nothing either from St. Peters- 
burg or from your Lordship since the Marshall received 
orders to begin his march. The Marshall himself is cer- 
tainly well disposed to remain, and only wishes for a 
pretext to put off his departure. Unfortunately he has 
committed himself so far that he cannot possibly retract, 
having declared to the Austrians as well as to his own 
people, that he would not delay his march unless he 
should receive a letter from the Emperor of Germany 
himself inviting him to take such a step. As he knows 
that his wishes and his determination in this respect have 

VOL. II. z 
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been communicated officially at Vienna, he is beyond 
measure angry, and thinks himself slighted by the 
Emperor in a way that he is called upon to resent. In 
general the Officers are delighted with the idea of return- 
ing home, and make no secret of their sentiments. 

I have had long and frequent conversations with Prince 
Esterhazy, in which I have never disguised my real senti- 
ments. I have only expressed a strong wish that there 
may be nothing like recrimination, that everything that is. 
passed may be forgotten, and that, admonished and made 
wise by past errors and past failings, we may all go hand 
and heart together to the same object, each making the 
sacrifice of so much of his interest and of his opinions as 
the good of the common cause and the advantage of the 
whole may require. T have in general found him very 
fair and sincere, (though, as he ought to be, perfectly 
Austrian,) and above all very desirous of conciliating all 
parties. His conduct with the Grand Duke has been 
above all praise. 

I know not as yet nor can I pretend to anything like 
an opinion of what this Kevolution at Paris will produce. 
Upon the whole I augur very well of it, though in the 
first moment it may possibly give a force to France that 
may intimidate, and an appearance of fairness and modera- 
tion that may seduce the Court of Vienna to the doing 
some act that Europe as well as the House of Austria 
may hereafter have cause to repent. 

Certainly Buonaparte will offer terms of peace, but can 
he offer any which the Court of Vienna can accept with- 
out danger and dishonour? The enemy is weak, very 
weak, or he would before this have been master of Swabia 
and of the plain of Piedmont. The Austrians have nothing 
to fear even if the Eussians retire, provided we do not 
abandon them, and another campaign in the opinion of 
all well-judging and well-informed people will (to say 
nothing more) place Austria in a situation to dictate terms 
of peace. 
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This is my firm opinion founded upon comparing the 
past with the present, and upon the most careful exami- 
nation of the respective means of the contending parties 
during this campaign. 

As things are now situated, I think it would be wise 
in us to ask for no more, and not to talk of Eevolu- 
tion, or counter-revolution, about which the more I see of 
them, the more I am persuaded the Austrians will hear 
nothing, until you show them the way to Paris actually 
open, and no army to oppose their march. 

I am more than anxious to know from your Lordship 
what M. Thugut thinks of the last propositions, and still 
more whether if the Russians and the Austrians cannot be 
brought to act together, there exists any hope whatever 
of bringing the Courts of London and Vienna to contiuue 
the war by themselves. The purport of my next dis- 
patches to London will be to point out the possibility of 
doing so. I earnestly hope that your Lordship will be able 
to prevent M. Thugut from coming to any fatal resolution 
before the opinion of our Court on that subject can be 
known. You will oblige me infinitely by letting me hear 
from you without delay on this subject, if it be but a line. 
Some information as to probabilities is necessary for my 
guidance in the new levies to prevent on the one hand 
my leading Government into large and unnecessary 
expense, on the other the losing means that may not be 
recovered of furnishing an assistance to the Austrian 
army that may determine the fate of the campaign. 

It may be three or four days before I write by the 
messenger, therefore pray do not wait for his arrival 
before you write to me. 

Believe me ever most truly and faithfully, 

Your Lordship's, &c., 
Wm. Wickham. 



z3 
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Lord Minio to Mr. Wickham. 

Yiemui: 401 BeG*^ 1799. 
(RecQTed Dec'. 8, at 11^ ^.x.) 

My dear Sir, — ^I have received your's of the 28tb Nov'. 
by IVince Esterhazy and should have answer'd it instantly 
if I had not been much engaged in dispatching a mes- 
senger to England. The views of Bussian armies and 
Generals which your letters and dispatches have ^ven 
me, have been matter of great surprise as well as con- 
cern. The impression which Lord Mulgrave brought 
away of Marshall Suwarow, and left with me, was very 
different indeed fix)m the truth, which you have now 
taught us. Instead of a great general and a great man, I 
find an ignorant designing mountebank, besides being 
very mad and very mischievous as madmen generally 
are. If these are our opinions, you may imagine what 
the feehngs of this Court and Cabinet are on the subject. 
You will learn the dispositions and intentions of Austria 
on the proposals for military concert as well as on some 
material political points, fix)m the enclosed copies of my 
dispatches to Lord Grenville Nos. 43, 44, 45, which were 
sent from hence by the messenger Elsworth on the 2d inst 
I shall only add that Baron Thugut repeated again to- 
day the Emperor's peremptory resolution not to suffer 
a Bussian army in the Empire. The reasons he gives 
for this rejection of Bussian aid might seem almost to be 
drawn from your letters, and are such as leave one with- 
out reply. His determination against any future con- 
nexion with Suwarow is if possible still more fixed, and 
this is a resolution also which it is hard to combat. I do 
not mean that I have not combated both to the best of 
my abilities, as I thought it my duty to do, in com- 
pliance with my orders ; but in truth I have felt that it 
was impossible for Baron Thugut to place confidence in 
Suwarow, or to feel any favour towards him ; and the 
inconveniences attending the union of Austrian and Bus- 
sian troops have long since, as I think you know, induced 
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me to wish for their separation. The great question, for 
the substantial interests of the cause, seems to be whether 
the Emperor is sufficiently strong, or can be made so by 
our assistance, without the addition of the proposed Bus- 
sian army, to carry on the war successfully in Italy and 
Germany from end to end. On putting the question 
once more to ThUgut to-day concerning the force which 
the Emperor can employ next campaign, he again assures 
me that he will bring into the field at least 200,000 
effecHve, fighting men, without reckoning drivers and 
other retainers to an army. He wishes to reinforce this 
army as you will see in my dispatohes, in the first place by 
a body of 12,000 or 15,000 Russian infantry, and for this 
purpose he wishes that such a body may be left in 
Germany when the remainder of Suwarow's army retires. 
In the next place he wishes England to subsidize as 
many German troops as possible to be added to the 
Imperial army. It cannot now be doubted that the 
money employed in subsidies would be disposed of more 
usefully in this way than in subsidizing Bussian troops. 
The benefit to be derived from this plan is so manifest 
that it can be objected to only on two grounds. First, 
the unratified Convention, if the Emperor should still 
refuse to give us satisfaction on that point, as there is too 
much reason to apprehend he may. But where the inte- 
rest depending is so great, would it not be wise to waive 
the point of honour, and find some way out of this diffi- 
culty? This might be done either by accepting the 
Emperor's last offer on this subject, which is to write 
with his own hand a letter to the King acknowledging 
the debt and obligation, and promising to ratify the 
original Convention in due form immediately after peace 
is made. I do not think by any means this is what we 
have a right to expect ; but since it appears that there is 
some mysterious obstacle in the way of that satisfaction 
which is due to us, and if it be true that the subsistence of 
this ground of difference obstructs those exertions which 
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might promise us success in the war, is not this an expe- 
dient that may be reconciled with a true r^ard for the 
dignity of our government, and perhaps with a higher 
sort of dignity than that of stickUng for the clearest right ? 
The other way of avoiding this difficulty on the present 
question is by not considering subsidies to other Princes, 
even where the subsidized troops are *to serve with the 
Imperial army, as standing on the same footing with a 
subsidy granted to the Emperor himself. Another objec- 
tion, however, to the furnishing troops to the Emperor at 
our expence may be, that we have not the same security 
for their being employ'd for the same purposes and to the 
same ends as if they were under our o%vn direction or that 
of the Emperor of Russia. I feel the force of that observa- 
tion, but at the same time I think it possible that this 
disadvantage might be balanced by a benefit which might 
result from this measure. The aid which we should in 
this manner furnish to Austria would give us a weight 
which we do not now possess in the discussion of ques- 
tions which relate both to peace and war. I was struck 
with this idea m a conversation which I had with Baron 
Thugut to-day, in the course of which, talking of your 
negotiation with Bavaria, I said that if there was to be no 
Russian army to which the subsidized German troops 
could be attached, England would probably withdraw 
itself altogether from the continental war, and direct its 
efforts to the coasts of Holland, Flanders and France. 
On this he said, in that case there will be an end of our 
continuing the war on a common principle, such as that 
of restoring Monarchy in France, and we will make the 
war as well as we can till we can force the Bepublick to 
a reasonable peace. I do not say a subsidy, or a body of 
subsidized troops would give us a perfect security on this 
point ; but it would certainly give us some weight in the 
decision of such questions, and it would give to the war 
a feature at least of concert and coalition, instead of the 
separate and insulated character which it will assume if 
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we contribute nothing to the war on the Continent You 
will be glad to hear that Thugut to-day said of his own 
accord that I might be assured, England and Austria, if 
sincerely united, would at all . times be an overmatch for 
France, even if Bussia should withdraw entirely from the 
coalition. While you are turning your mind to this very 
question, I thought these considerations might not be 
unacceptable to you. I have done my best to ascertain 
the present intentions of this Cabinet concerning peace, 
and although the notion of their having Usten'd to over- 
tures has prevailed even within the walls of the offices at 
Vienna, and rumours of actual n^otiations come from 
every quarter, the assurances of the contrary are so 
explicit and bear the marks of sincerity so strongly that 
I cannot give credit to the repbrts which are in circula- 
tion, and I conceive that we are on the whole justified 
in acting on the supposition of Austria's continuing the 
war. You will see what I say on the desire expressed of 
late by this Cabinet for concert on this important point, 
in my dispatch No. 44. 

I need hardly apprize you that the negotiations con- 
cerning Piedmont are secret and are not yet commu- 
nicated to the King of Sydinia or his Ministers. I have 
refrain'd even from acquainting Mr. Jackson with them, 
a reserve, for which I feel some compunction ; but in 
truth he is on so confidential a footing with the King and 
enters so exclusively into the views and interests of the 
unfortunate Prince to whom he is accredited, that I 
thought it my duty to leave this disclosure to be made 
by Lord Grenville when he thinks the matter sufficiently 
mature. I gained some ground to-day on the point of 
restoring the King of Sardinia in person to Turin, and 
Baron Thugut gave me reason to expect that after the 
cession to Austria is assented to, he may acquiesce en- 
tirely in our wishes on that subject. 

I must request your attention more particularly to 
No. 45 ; to which I diall add, however, that Baron 
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Thugut would wish about 12,000 of the in&ntry to 
remain, at least till the Emperor of Bussia has been 
applied to for such an auxiliaiy or contingent corps. I 
thought it due to Prince Esterhazy to acquaint Thugut 
with the good opinion you express of him and of his 
conduct, and your testimony can but be advantageous to 
him. I must tell you, however, that it is impossible for 
any man to hold another in greater contempt or to speak 
of him more scornfully than Thugut does of Prince Ester- 
hazy. He says that he was sent on this occasion to the 
Grand Duke because he was a man of great rank, and 
had been the comrade of his pleasures at Vienna ; but 
that he is perfectly ignorant of the intentions or senti- 
ments of this Court on any subject, and is not fit for any 
sort of trust. He laughs at the way in which he treated 
with the Grand Duke in writing formally, and seems 
indeed dissatisfied with that part of his conduct as it 
drew firom the Grand Duke a written answer that seems 
to give to Esterhazy's complimentary visit the air of an 
intrigue, and indeed the mission probably was so meant, 
and they think Esterhazy awkward for having dis- 
covered it. Notwithstanding all this it does not seem 
milikely that he will go immediately to Petersbui^h on 
another complimentary mission according to usage on the 
marriage. I don't know whether you know enough of 
Vienna secret history to have heard that Princess Ester- 
hazy has long had a great regard for Mr. de Bosamowsky, 
and if the Prince goes to Russia it will be his wish to 
render some service to the friend of the house. I do not 
apprehend however that he will receive any political 
commission Irom his Court, beyond the general instruc- 
tion which he carried to Suwarow's head-quarters to con- 
ciliate and cultivate a good understanding between the 
Courts if he has an opportunity of doing so. With 
regard to Bosamowsky I must fairly say that it is im- 
possible not to applaud his removal. I never met with 
any one with whom it was so diflicult to act, or who 
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seem'd to have so little notion or feeling of his real duty ; 
but after all no positive offence can be imputed to him, 
and nothing would be more unjust than severity of any 
kind towards him. He has served the Emperor long in 
an eminent station, and I trust the generosity and justice 
of Paul will not leave him at the end of his career in 
distress. Indeed I am persuaded he will not His 
absence from Vienna for a time is absolutely necessary ; 
but a hberal provision should be made for him, with 
leave to live where he pleases, and at Vienna, if he 
desires it, some time hence. I feel real anxiety on this 
subject, as it is but too clear that the happiness of a 
whole family of most admirable women, I mean his wife's, 
and one or two of their lives probably depend on this 
arrangement. You have no idea of the complicated dis- 
tress this event has occasioned in the particular situation 
of this family, the mother of which is dying and considers 
I believe this misfortune as having been her coup de 
grace. I must not quit this topick without saying that 
his successor Kalitchoff is excellent and that I have the 
greatest comfort and satisfaction in his frank and sincere 
character and manners. I live in habits of such friend- 
ship with the family of Madame Bosamowsky that it 
would give me the greatest pain to be quoted for any 
opinion disadvantageous to him, and I should be equally 
happy to be instrumental in the smallest degree in pro- 
moting the beneficial arrangement I have hinted at 

May I beg you to let me know what you have done 
with regard to the Bavarian troops ? 

Captain Forster, who was bringing dispatches to Lord 
Mulgrave and me, having been recalled from Hamburgh 
to Cuxhaven by Lord Mulgrave, and Lord Mulgrave 
having in the meanwhile embark'd for England, Captain 
Forster sent my dispatches by another messenger, and 
carried Lord Mulgrave's to England after him. By this 
means I am deprived of the dispatch addressed to Lord 
Mulgrave to which my own refer and which is necessary 
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for understanding them. Observing that a copy of the 
dispatch to Lord Mulgrave has been sent to you, may I 
beg you to send me a copy, or to send it me that I may 
take a copy ? It was enclosed in Lord Grenville's dis- 
patch to you of 1st Nov., No. 9. 

The siege of Coni is advancing and it is hoped that it 
will soon fall. Lord Elgin has arrived at Constantinople. 
Buonaparte open'd a negotiation with the Grand Vizier 
before his departure from Egypt, which has been carried 
on by Kleber, for the evacuation of Egypt by the French 
on condition of being transported to France. They took 
that opportunity to talk of peace to the Turks. It seems 
probable that the evacuation will be consented to, a pro- 
clamation of the Turkish Government having been long 
ago circulated in Egypt, and by Sir Sidney Smith, invit- 
ing something of that nature. In the meanwhile Sir 
Sidney is gone with about 5000 Turks on an expedition 
against Damietta, but not I think with very good hopes. 
He sailed from Bhodes on the 12th Oct'. Nelson has 
returned from Minorca to Palermo. Malta is at present 
his great object, for the purpose of restoring it to the 
order and to the Grand Master Paul the Ist He had 
intelligence of some ships having sailed from Toulon 
with stores, as he supposed for Malta, and had taken mea- 
sures for intercepting them. The Queen seems inclined 
to return to Naples. The King against it. 

I beg your pardon for this volume, and that you will 
believe me ever, my dear Sir, your faithful and affec- 
tionate humble servant, 

MiNTO. 

Wm. Wickham, Esq., &c. &c &c. 

Sir Charles Whitworth to Mr. Wickham. 

St. Petersburg ; Dec*. 6tliy 1799. 
(Received December 27th, at 5 p.x.) 

Sir, — ^For the favoiu^ble turn which affairs have taken 
at this Court since my last communication through Lord 
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Minto of the 28th ult., I beg leave to refer you to the 
inclosed Copy of my Dispatch to the office of this date. 
You will from it learn with the same satisfaction with 
which I announce it to you, the return of His Imperial 
Majesty to those principles and to that line of conduct 
which can alone save Europe and Himself ; and I hope 
and trust that this return wUl be accompanied with an in- 
crease of zeal and energy for the Cause. 

I have to acknowledge the honour of your letter of the 
4th inst. by Mons. Bosset, with the accompanjring drafts 
of your Dispatches to Lord Grenville No. 41, 42, 43, 44 
and their inclosures, for all of which I return you my 
most sincere thanks. They contain such a mass of infor- 
mation as might indeed fully justify every measure in the 
way of representation on my part in the hope of finding a 
remedy, or at least some alleviation of the evils you so 
justly complain of — ^no one can feel them more forcibly 
than I do ; but it certainly becomes a duty in me to judge 
whether by an exposure of facts however founded, the 
danger may not outweigh every possible advantage. I 
really believe this to be the case ; for such is the national 
pride and the jealousy of foreign aid that no one circum- 
stance would be attributed to its true motive ; and seen 
through the medium of vanity and conceit, would serve 
only to furnish those who are adverse to the whole 
system of sending Eussian troops so far, with such argu- 
ments, as would it is feared prove decisive in favour of a 
return to that deplorable policy from which we are but 
so lately recovered. 

You will see from the copy of my Dispatch to the office 
of this date, on what conditions His Imperial Majesty now 
offers his co-operation, and that it depends on the conduct 
which the Court of Vienna may now adopt towards him. 
I should hope that the Austrian Cabinet will be so deeply 
impressed with a sense of the danger to which it is ex- 
posed, as no longer to hesitate at giving the satisfaction 
which the Emperor requires ; and that a fair and candid 
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exposure of its views in Italy and on the other points 
which are required, will tend to the reestablishment of a 
more cordial consent and co-operation than we have 
witnessed at any former period. It is therefore from the 
conduct of the Court of Vienna that we are to look for 
this more favourable order of things, but with regard 
to the future efforts of the Emperor, to the plan of 
operations which will be pursued by him, it is un- 
fortunately from Marshall Souvorow that we are to expect 
them. The Emperor in revoking the order lately trans- 
mitted to the Marshall to return in the spring with all 
the Eussian troops under his command, has enjoined him 
to state to him his views, and where and with whom he 
imagines that the Bussian troops may be employed to the 
best advantage. 

It is therefore of the utmost importance that the plans 
which he may now propose should be under the controul^ 
or subject at least to the approbation of yourself and of 
Lord Mulgrave ; and it is to apprise you of this circum- 
stance, and to prepare you to exert all your influence 
with the Marshall, that I think it my duty to give you 
this early intelligence. The confidence of the Emperor 
in the talents and discretion of this extraordinary man, 
(however unaccountable this may appear to you who are 
so well able to judge of his real merits) is unlimited ; to 
endeavour to undervalue either would be dangerous, 
such is the enthusiasm which he has excited in his own 
Country. We must therefore, with respect to the Mar- 
shall, or to the Generahssimo, as he is now called, pur- 
sue the same conduct as with his master. If we cannot 
make him what we wish, we must at least endeavour to 
draw as much advantage from him as we can. I hope and 
trust that the great point of reestabhshing confidence be- 
tween the two Imperial Courts is in a fair way of being 
accomplished; it remains now to endeavour by every 
means in our power, that the projects recommended to 
the Emperor by the Marshall may not clash with those 
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which may be adopted at home ; and it is highly fortunate 
that you should at this moment be near the person of the 
Marshall, fully apprised of His Imperial Majesty's in- 
tentions, and possessing, at least I most sincerely hope 
so, so much credit with him as may enable you in 
some degree to regulate the ideas he may suggest to the 
Emperor, and thus prevent a second misunderstanding 
amongst the Allies, more dangerous perhaps than that 
which [we] have so lately witnessed. 

For the rest I beg leave to refer you to the accompany- 
ing Dispatch to the office; and as Mr. Casamajor, the 
Secretary of Legation attached to this Mission, is desirous 
to avail himself of this opportunity of visiting Vienna, and 
of paying his respects to you, and will make as expeditious 
a journey as a messenger, he will have the honour to deUver 
this, and of satisfying you on any points on which you 
may wish to receive information. 

I wish it were in my power to afford you any well 
grounded hope of being able to give full effect to the 
Instructions which I am expecting, to endeavour to obtain 
an augmentation of force from this Country for the ensu- 
ing campaign. I have at least the satisfaction to assure 
you that the most effectual preparations are making for 
completing the several corps under the Marshall's com- 
mand; for the rest, much, and indeed everything, will 
depend upon his representations. 

Begging you once more to accept my sincere thanks 
for the very ample and satisfactory communications you 
have been pleased to make me, and trusting to a con- 
tinuance of the same confidential intercourse, I have the 
honour to be, Sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, 

Chas. Whitworth. 

P.S. — ^May I beg you to present my compliments to my 
old friend Count Stakelberg? I am rejoiced, but by no 
means surprised at what you say of him ; he certainly is 
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one of the most promising young men I have met with in 
this Country. I hear that he has written with great 
openness to Count Woronzow, but I doubt whether the 
latter will venture to make use of the information which 
he may receive fix>m him. 

P.S. — Since I wrote this letter a messenger is arrived 
from Monsieur de Kalitchoff with the communication of 
the views of the Court of Vienna with respect at least to 
Italy. They comprehend, as far as I am able to learn, 
the Novarais, all Lombardy, the Legations, the fortresses 
of Alexandria and Tortona, the Yalteline, and the Swiss 
Baillages. In short, they include every thing which the 
Court of Vienna could ever be suspected of coveting. 
The demand is considered by the Emperor as inadmiss- 
ible, but nevertheless as furnishing an object of n^otia- 
tion ; and I have the satisfaction to assure you that I am 
authorised to declare that it has occasioned no change in 
his disposition. 

According to your desire, and upon the strength of the 
Credit with which you have furnished me, I have paid to 
Monsieur de Vauvilieres the sum of 200 Guineas, being 
the exact amount of his pension from the 1st December 
1797 to the 1st January 1800, and I inclose you his re- 
ceipt for the same. 

Lord Minto to Mr. Wickham. 

Vienna : 8th Dec'., 1709. 
(ReoeiTed Dec'. 12th, at 8| a.x.) 

My dear Sir, — The dispatches which I send you ftom 
Sir C. Whitworth will show you that we must no longer 
amuse ourselves with any plan which supposes concert 
between the two Emperors. We must hope however 
that his Majesty still preserves sufficient influence over 
the mind of the Emperor of Kussia to keep him firm to 
his alliance and concert at least with England ; and it be- 
comes every day more important and urgent to settle 
some system of concert between England and Austria 
capable of encouraging the latter power to persevere in 
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the war, and of supplying the loss of force which the mis- 
understanding with Bussia occasions. Since my last (by 
Sylvester) Baron Thugut has explained himself further on 
this subject. He proposes that we should procure by 
subsidy, 30,000 German troops, and attach them to the 
Emperor's Army. He then states his force at 230,000, not 
including Fiedmontese, although some addition to his force 
may be expected from that country, if a reasonable settle- 
ment can be accomplished of the respective claims of the 
Emperor and King of Sardinia. His plan is to appro- 
priate 100,000 men to the Emperor's Italian army, and 
the remainder to Swisserland and the Bhine. The distri- 
bution of the latter army (of 130,000) to be as follows ; 
40,000 towards Mayence — 25,000 in the Grisons — ^the 
remaining 65,000 to deliver Swisserland, and attack 
France on that side. The plan, however, with regard to 
Swisserland is to take it in reverse* entering by Basle. It 
is intended to take Huningue, Brissac and Beffort as points 
d'appui, in case of any check in the attempt to penetrate 
into France. At the same time it is proposed that a body 
of 20,000 men should be detach'd from the Italian 
army to act in the Vallais, or towards Lucerne or Berne 
as circumstances may render most eligible. There would 
remain 80,000 men, which after providing for garrisons 
and detach'd corps in Italy it is thought would furnish an 
army capable of recovering Nice and Savoy, and entering 
France in Provence or Dauphin^. Pqwerful attacks on 
the coasts of Holland, Flanders and France, by English 
and Bussian troops, enter also into this plan. All this 
seems tolerably smooth. But in addition to the troops 
which we are to subsidize in Germany, Baron Thugut 
has at length spoken out concerning subsidies or pecuniary 
aid to the Emperor himself. His proposal is that England 
should take on herself the loan of 1,600,0002. concerning 
which we have been so long disputing ; and that we 
should enable the Emperor to - raise a further loan of the 
same amount. He offers indeed to ratify the disputed 
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convention ; but in circumstances, you see, which render 
that ratification nugatory. Here I conceive is a fatal 
obstacle to the whole plan, eligible as it might be thought 
in every other respect. You will, I am sure, give me 
credit for having done my utmost to obtain satis&ction on 
this point, and to remove this senseless as well as dis- 
honourable impediment to every useful system of concert 
But I have, hitherto, no reason to expect success. If the 
plan now proposed were thought admissible when sepa- 
rated from this difiiculty concerning the convention, it 
will be for Government to determine whether the point 
of honour is such as to require the sacrifice of the invalu- 
able objects which depend on the joint prosecution of this 
war. I say the point of honour, for if it was thought 
that the exertions of Austria would justify the remission 
of this debt, it would no longer be a question of pecuniary 
interest whether the ratification were conditional or un- 
conditional, or whether it were given at all. On the 
point of honour, I must say that the whole of Baron 
Thugut's conduct on this subject inspires one with the 
most perfect scorn both for his character and his under- 
standing ; but I cannot help thinking it at least question- 
able whether the true point of dignity might not be found 
in treating this dirty impertinence with generous contempt, 
and going straight forward, in spite of it, to our own 
important purpose. If the terms mentioned in this letter 
are complied with, the Emperor will engage to continue 
the war against the Republican Government of France ; to 
declare his object in the war to be the restoration of 
monarchy (without pledging himself to the present King 
Louis XVni.), and to restore all the territory he may occupy 
within the former limits of France, I mean the limits 
before the revolution, as soon as a monarchy is established. 
With regard to Louis the XVIH., he desires to see in 
writing the declarations we wish to make in order to ac- 
commodate our ideas to each other if possible. 
This is aU that is very material that I need trouble 



1799] RIGHT HON. WILLIAM WICKHAM. 353 

you with now. I dined to-day at Prince Esterhazy, and 
took an opportunity to tell him how kindly you spoke of 
him, and of my having reported your favourable testi- 
mony to M. Thugut. It does not appear to be settled 
that he is going to Kussia, or even to meet the Arch 
Duke and his Bride. He proposes to write to you by 
this opportunity. 

Believe me ever, my dear Sir, most sincerely and faith- 
fully yours, 

MiNTO. 
WnxM. WiCKHAM| Esq., &c^ &o,, &c. 

Mr. Wickham to Lord Minto. 

(Draft) Augsburg : 9th Dec'. 1799. 

My dea-r Lord, — ^I make haste to answer your Lord- 
ship's letter by Sylvester. In the first place let me tell 
you that I have never been at Munich (notwithstanding 
the testimony of the ' Augsburg Gazette '), and that I have 
entered into no treaty whatever with that Court. My 
instructions relating exclusively to aid to be furnished to 
the KussiAN Army, I have not considered myself at liberty 
without new authority to conclude anything in favour of 
the Austrians. I earnestly wish however that I may 
receive powers sufficiently extensive to enable me to act 
according to circumstances, as the Bavarian soldiers are 
yet to be taken from the plough. I have seen for some 
time the utter impossibility of employing a Russian Army 
in Germany, and if I could but persuade myself that your 
Lordship's dispatch by Elsworth would have the effect of 
strengthening our connection with Austria, I should not 
hesitate to go to Munich immediately and treat and con- 
clude without waiting for further instructions, the whole 
at my own risk and peril. 

Offers are also made here which I feel strongly dis- 
posed to accept, to raise from Fifteen to Twenty Thousand 
recruits for the Austrian Army, by the States of the Circle 
of Swabia. So cheap and easy a mode of procuring men 
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will not easily be found again, and upon the principle laid 
down by your Lordship, I am confident that our Govem- 
ment would do most wisely in promoting it. 

I go to the full extent of all your Lordship's observa- 
tions on Marshall Suworow, though I can scarcely believe 
that my dispatches, in which I endeavoured to give 
nothing but facts, and those softened down as much as 
possible, can alone have justified your Lordship in form- 
ing such an opinion of this extraordinary character, 
They certainly have not given that opinion of him at 
home, at least not those which I wrote after my first in- 
terview at Feldkirch, for in the answer to those dis- 
patches, the Marshall is spoken of in terms which show 
that there was still a degree of confidence in him which 
he has certainly not merited, though in common with 
almost every other person who knew him only by what 
he had done, I fairly own that I was myself but two 
months since disposed to give him the same credit. 

It is however impossible that this man should be em- 
ployed again, and I therefore agree with your Lordship 
that the one great question now to be considered is 
whether the Emperor is sufficiently strong or can be 
made so by our assistance without the addition of a 
Eussian Army to carry on the war successfully in Grer- 
many and Italy. 

I am myself firmly persuaded that with our assistance 
Austria can not only bring a better and a more numerous 
Army than France into the field, but that in the course 
of the next campaign if this force be kept well together, 
placed under the command of good Generals, and suffi- 
cient power and authority civil as well as military given 
to the Archduke to whom the main army must neces- 
sarily be entrusted, a strong position may be taken on 
the frontier of France with three or four of the best 
♦Vontier towns to cover and protect it. I do not think 

' more ought to be aimed at, and if I may be allowed 
ve an opinion, I think now as I have ever thought 
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on the same subject that more may be obtained by aim- 
ing at less. 

All that I should ask would be that on entering the 
territory of France a proclamation should be given not in 
favour of Eoyalty, but renouncing all views of conquest 
and declaring that the Allied armies entered hostilely on 
the French territory with no other object than to secure 
themselves against the unjust aggression of an ambitious 
and turbulent government, and holding out the strongest 
hopes of peace, and of protection to the oppressed inha- 
bitants who should demean themselves in a quiet and 
orderly manner. This proclamation should be formally 
and solemnly renewed on the acquisition of every frontier 
town with a declaration that the place was taken pos- 
session of and would be kept only as a security against 
hostile invasion, and as the means of compelling the 
French Government to accept reasonable terms of peace. 

Behind such a line as this royalist troops might be 
formed, and the royalist party in the Interior might be 
encouraged to act with safety to themselves and with 
honour, credit, and confidence on the part of those who 
should encourage them. 

On that subject I think you may with safety say to 
M. Thugut and without fear of committing yourself, that 
at our expence the instant the first frontier town shall 
have been taken in the manner above mentioned, a general 
attempt will be made in the rear of the Enemy's army 
to establish a party hostile to the existing Government, 
which will assume colours more or less purely royalist 
according to circumstances, not by any party of Emi- 
grants of whom the Arcliduke as well as M. Thugut 
have so thorough a mistrust, but by Generals Picliegru, 
Willot, and De PreQy, who are at this moment labouring 
incessantly to procure themselves the means of establish- 
ing the standard of Koyalty whenever the state of afiairs 
shall render such a measure prudent and desirable. 

Willot holds himself in readiness to set out for the 
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Southern Departments (where he intends to remain con- 
cealed till the first successes of the campaign), whenever 
it shall be thought advisable for him so to do. General 
Pichegru is in the same situation with respect to Franche 
CompU^, but with this material difierence, that as the 
country in which he is to act will be in the first instance 
occupied by the Enemy's army, it will be impossible for 
him to attempt to do anything there until the Enemy 
shall have been driven from a part at least of the Province, 

To remove this insurmountable difficulty, and to enable 
him to take advantage of the first successes of the Aus- 
trians, he proposes, provided he can have the full and 
unequivocal consent and approbation of the Baron de 
Thugut, as well as of the Archduke, to undertake during 
the winter the formation of a corps of deserters in the 
rear of the Austrian army. The details of this plan, as 
well as its execution, must be left to us here. The fol- 
lowing is the outline of it : — 1st. That a depot should be 
formed in the rear of the army, at which he would begin 
by placing some officers and Serjeants, with whose prin- 
ciples he has been acquainted from the beginning of Uie 
war, whom he considers as personally devoted to him, 
and who will have the particular advantage of being tho- 
roughly acquainted with the republican army in which 
some of them still serve, though ready to come away at 
a moment's warning. 

The principal duty of these men will be, not to dis- 
cipline soldiers who are already formed, but to try the 
principles and to procure information as to the conduct 
of each deserter as he arrives, by which means tlie 
General hopes to be able greatly to diminish, if not en- 
tirely to remove the objections that must at all times 
exist to a corps of this kind, and which he himself is very 
far from undervaluing. 

2nd. If the project succeeds at all, as many of these 
troops as have gone through a sufficient trial will be 
formed into Companies and sent in succession to the 
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army, where they are to be at the entire disposal of the 
Archduke until His Koyal Highness himself shall think 
the moment favourable to attempt a diversion in favour of 
the Austrian army by an incursion into France, in which 
case General Pichegru will engage to put himself at their 
head, and to act in such manner as H.E.H. shall wish, 
according to the circumstances of the moment. 

But until they can be collected and formed into a 
corps, the General would not wish to appear, nor would 
he wish to use the King's name in the first instance, unless 
there should be anywhere within reach a royalist party 
under arms. 

I wish you to submit this plan to M. de Thugut, and 
transmit the answer as soon as possible, because I am 
myself persuaded, if the objections to it be not insur- 
mountable, that in the hands of such a man it will be 
well conducted, that in itself it is feasible, and that it may 
be the means of adding a considerable effective force to 
the Austrian army, at the same time that it tends in its 
very nature materially to affect the resources of the 
Enemy. 

From what I have seen of the three men above-men- 
tioned, I am persuaded that their principles and their 
views are perfectly pure, and that they are as steady 
friends of the House of Bourbon and of the antient 
Monarchy as any of the first Emigrants in France. I 
may add to your Lordship, though perhaps it might not 
be prudent to do so to M. de Thugut, that Monsieur has 
the most thorough confidence in them, and particularly 
wishes that they should be the persons chosen to prepare 
the way for his arrival, which they are all ready and 
anxious to do. 

To come to another subject: your Lordship may be 
assured that some conversations respecting peace had 
certainly taken place before Buonaparte's return through 
the medium of the Spanish minister. I am at the same 
time persuaded that the pretensions of the French were 
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such as could not possibly be admitted. I read with 
more pleasure what your Lordship writes of the present 
opinion on that subject, because I am persuaded that the 
language on this occasion is sincere. I am happy to add 
that it is conformable to what is now said and thought at 
head quarters, where the language was very different on 
Buonaparte's first appointment. 

I learn from a person on whom I can rely, and who 
has daily opportunities of seeing the Archduke on 
business, that the last revolution at Fans is seen and 
judged in its true light, that the high-sounding language 
about peace is considered as intended only to captivate 
the publick opinion, and that the measures of the new 
governors are spoken of as being to the fiill as revolu- 
tionary and their language as insolent as those of the 
last. 

I can perceive too that Buonaparte's having sent his 
first mission to Berlin is a circumstance most favourable 
to our views and interests in this quarter. 

Our Swiss corps go on very well, notwithstanding all 
our disasters and the difficulty of communication. What 
might not have been done had we been right in the be- 
ginning. As it is, I really believe we shall have six good 
battalions of 900 men each by the month of March. 
But they must not be hurried into action too soon, i.e. 
not before they have had time to be thoroughly formed 
and disciplined. I will write more fully on this subject 
by the next occasion. 

I have done all that I can to prevent the departure of 
the Russians, but all in vain. A new attempt was made 
last night, not directly by me, but what was thought 
better, by Count Stakelberg in my name, and a mes- 
senger was sent off after the Marshall, who is by this 
time at Eatisbon. 

Pray try, if you can, to procure a copy of the remon- 
strance or representation of the States of Vorarlberg to the 
CJourt of Vienna on the subject of the Russian army. I 
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dare not ask for it while a Kiissian remains in the 
country. 

Had I sent my last letter by any person but Prince 
Esterhazy himself, I should perhaps have holden the same 
language as M. Thugut with respect to that gentleman. 
I must, however, even by this safer conveyance, do him 
the justice to say that I have exaggerated nothing in what 
I have said of his conduct with the Grand Duke. 

I have communicated confidentially with Count Sta- 
kelberg on the subject of what you have written to me 
respecting the family of Kazamousky. I really know not 
what influence he can have, but I am sure he will do 
everything in his power. 

We have had a cruel loss, I should say an irreparable 
one, in the death of the Advoyer de Steiguer, who has 
fallen a Martyr to the affair of Zurich and to the last 
retreat from Switzerland. 

I have nothing more to add but to thank your Lord- 
ship for all the intelligence you have had the goodness to 
send me, and to say that I agree most entirely in every- 
thing your Lordship has advanced in your late dispatches, 
and that I will do my utmost to second your views and 
wishes in every point. 

I remain, my dear Lord, &c. 

Wm. WlCKHAM. 
The Eight Hon. Lord Minto. 

(No. 49.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

Augsburg : 13th Dec'. 1799. 

My Lord, — I am sorry to have to inform your Lord- 
ship of the death of the Advoyer de Steiguer, which 
happened on the 3rd inst. after a lingering illness, the 
consequences of the battle of Zurich. That imfortimate 
affair made an impression on his body as well as his 
mind, from which he never recovered. He was interred 
on the 7th inst. with all possible honours in the Protestant 
burying ground of this city. 
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The Swiss regiment of Eoverea and (by direction of 
F.M. Prince Italisky) three Bussian regiments, together 
with the British and Bussian ministers to the Swiss 
Cantons, several Bussian, Austrian, and Prussian staff 
officers, and a deputation from this city attended the 
corpse to the grave. 

I passed an hour with him at his own desire three 
days before his death, when he was perfectly sensible 
(though for some time before he had not even known his 
own relations), and I had the satisfaction of hearing him, 
after recommending his country under God to his 
Majesty's special protection, pray most earnestly and 
devoutly for the blessings of God on his Majesty and on 
his subjects. I do not beUeve that he ever recovered his 
recollection afterwards. 

He is an irreparable loss to Switzerland, I may add a 
very severe one to the common cause. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect. 

My Lord, &c. 
Wm. Wickham. 

Rt Hon. Lord GsEiryiLLs. 



(No. 50.) Mr. Wickham to Lord GrenviUe. 

Augsburg : 13th DeC. 1799. 

My Lord, — On the receipt of your Lordship's dispatch 
No. 12, inclosing copies of dispatches Nos. 12 and 13 to 
Lord Minto, I made two useless attempts to see Prince 
Italisky in private and communicate the contents of the 
whole to him according to his Majesty's commands. His 
nephews, the Princes Gortschakoff, have now obtained 
such entire control over him, that no person whatever is 
admitted to see him but in their presence. 

At length I wrote him a letter, of which I send an 
extract (marked A) inclosed, marked ' tres confidentielle,' 
As the Marshall never reads or writes a letter himself on 
any occasion whatever, I knew it was impossible to avoid 
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its being seen by his nephews, I therefore, making a 
virtue of necessity, gave it into the hands of the elder 
Prince Gortschakoff myself, recommending the strictest 
secrecy. 

Within an hour afterwards, and before the Marshall 
had seen it, on entering a room where I was not ex- 
pected, I had the mortification to find the Prince reading 
my letter alid commenting on it to the Eussian officers. 

I afterwards passed three or four hours for two nights 
successively with Prince Italisky on the subject, and 
received from him two notes of which I send copies 
enclosed (marked B and C), which were dictated in my 
presence and professed to be answers to my letter. But 
I was at last obliged to leave him without having dared 
to treat the subject of the excesses of the Eussian army 
as I ought to have done. Whenever I attempted to 
mention it, the nephew immediately interposed, speaking 
to the Marshall in Eussian and changing the subject, so 
that it would have been as impossible for me to have 
resumed it without giving offence, as it would have been 
imprudent to have risked offending such a person without 
the most remote hope of gaining any one point, or doing 
any service to the common cause, or to his Majesty's 
interests. On every other subject the Marshall listened to 
me with the greatest attention, and on this, as on every 
other occasion since the violence which he manifested at 
Lindau, I have uniformly received from him every possi- 
ble mark of friendship and consideration, nor do I doubt, 
could I have seen him alone, but that he would have 
spoken to me confidentially, even on the state of the 
army, but it would still have been to no good purpose, 
for if he will not give himself the pains even to read a 
letter, nor suffer anyone to approach to him in private 
but on some very extraordinary occasion, it becomes 
impossible to treat with him confidentially on any busi- 
ness of a nature to require continued attention. 

I shall close this subject by observing as the only 
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remaining consolation, that if any thing could posably 
have rendered a Eussian army tolerable in these parte of 
Europe, the measures which his Majesty in his unbounded 
generosity and magnificence had been pleased to offer to 
the two Imperial Courts would have produced that effect 
But it is now my firm persuasion that the thing is im- 
practicable, and that his Majesty's expectations would all 
have been ultimately disappointed. • 

Were there nothing but ignorance in the army some 
hope might still be entertained ; but there is a degree of 
corruption and want of principle among the officers of 
which I was ignorant when I last wrote, and so much 
private correspondance with the Court as will make it 
impossible to accomplish any real reform, but through 
the means of a young and active chief who can himself 
superintend the whole, and who to a great knowledge of 
his profession unites that firmness of character which I 
am truly sorry to say under the present sovereign is not 
to be found, and of which I have seen convincing proofs 
that the Marshall possesses as Uttle as any officer in his 
army. 

General Derfelden has retired from the service, afler 
writing a letter to the Marshall full of the most cruel 
reproaches, which he concludes by saying that the honour 
of a soldier is contaminated by living with such a band of 
robbers as the troops whom the Marshall commands. 
The Marshall's nephews have taken care to suppress the 
letter. 

The Marshall has at last left us, carrying with him (I 
do not use too strong an expression) the execration of the 
whole country. I beheve more so than he and his army 
really deserve, and more than their excesses would have 
received but for the extreme ignorance and insolence of 
their officers, and their refusal to hear reasons or repre- 
sentations of any kind. For instance, in spite of every 
remonstrance, they placed the other day eight himdred 
men in a village which is usually occupied by a single 
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company, leaving three large village3 in the immediate 
neighbourhood without a man. 

Several strong representations on the subject of the 
Eussian army have been sent to Vienna, amongst which 
that of the Vorarlberg is distinguished by the strength and 
boldness of its language. It calls on the Emperor to hear 
the complaints of his faithftJ subjects, and remove those 
robbers and plunderers for ever from them, and to pro- 
tect them from the arrival of such another flight of 
barbarians which destroy the whole productions of every 
country where they light. 

This representation has made the greatest effect as 
coming from a very brave people devoted to the good 
cause, and amongst the most faithful of H. I. Majesty's 
hereditary subjects. 

It certainly was not obtained at the instigation of the 
Austrian ministry, as has been suspected, because it was 
written whilst I was at Lindau when the Court of Vienna 
could not even suspect that the Marshall intended to enter 
the Vorarlberg. 

The French army continues perfectly inactive in Switz- 
erland, nor has the enemy made any attempt whatever 
in the Grisons, which they have at length almost totally 
abandoned, all the affairs, of which your Lordship will 
have heard from the foreign gazettes, being nothing more 
than skirmishes of the advanced posts, and indeed little 
else has taken place on the middle Khine. 

The Archduke has rejected an offer of an armistice 
made by the French General Lacourbe whicji was con- 
fined to the middle Rhine. H.R.H. is still apprehensive 
of being attacked on the side of Basle, and on that 
account has made every possible attempt to detain a part 
of the Eussian army, in which Count Stakelberg and 
myself have done everything in our power to second him, 
but without effect. 

H.E.H. has received a reinforcement of 19,000 men 
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to supply the want of 26,000 which he has lost in the 
campaign. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect. 

My Lord, &c., 

Wm. Wickham, 

Rt. Hon. Lord Gbekytlle. 



Enclosure B in Mr. WickhairCa dispatch. 



Void le seal plan du Ge- 
neral en gros, les details de- 
pendent des circonstances dont 
il doit 6tre le maitre. Les 
plans d^usage des Cabinets 
peuvent 6tre pour la forme 
seule, puisqu* ils ne soot jamais 
aecomplis, comme demi^re- 
ment la campagne devait se 
finir sur TAdda et a son ev^ne- 
ment on etoit a Milan. 

Aussi Mars, guid^ par son 
jugement, et non par le Cabinet 
enseveli dans son obscurity, 
r^pondra du G^n^ral que dans 
son essor la Providence le fera 
tout finir m^me dans une cam- 
pagne. 



Gommeucer par la Suisse 
au premier chemin de neige, 
pour nous rendre aussitot pr§t 
au printems a la grande opera- 
tion: mais il ne faut que le 
General seul a la t^te des 
armies combinees, en cas qu^il 
ne marche pas sur la Vistule. 



Enclosure C in Mr. WichharrCs dispatch. 

Details sur les operations. Guneo doit 6tre foreman plutot, et 
par Nice Gfenes couple. Frelich finit Ancone, se joindre a 
Kleinau, et marche dessus, Gevre (?) est pen de choses. Seste 
a netoyer la riviere de Ponente. Apr^ les demises victoire« 
de Melas, les Ennemis n'y pouvoit avoir au deltk de 15,000 
soldats, le reste est pajsan, mais le sera vers le Printems. 
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De la une operation par le Dauphine. II faut retablir un 
gros depot a Turin ; beaucoup d'armes a feu pour une Contre- 
r^volution, jadis des perches pointues suffisoient contre les 
lances. 

Franche-Comt^. II faut commencer par d^livrer la Suisse 
et au premier chemin de neige praticable : L^Archiduc Charles 
7 suffiroit, vu qu'en dernier lieu a Zurich et ailleurs TEnnemy a 
perdu trois 4 plusque les Autrichiens, meme si on luy ajouteroit 
les Bavarois et les Suisses. Mais si le General y seroit destine, il 
y agira ensemble en chef. ... On armera la Suisse pour sa 
propre defense, et de ses Milices on poura tirer ce que Ton pent 
pour seconder la grande operation, qui apres le repos dans les 
quartiers aura lieu au Printems il seroit bon de commencer par 
Mayence comme un poste de depot sur. Du reste on y laissera un 
corps d'observation en proportion de la Garnison pour luy couper 
au moins les Vivres, quoique sans cela ils y seroit abondant. Vers 
Kehl il y aura un corps volant. 

Les habitants armes des Grisons du Tyrol et je dirai mSme du 
Milanois commeAddo seront soutenus par quelques Detachemens 
encore come en tachant de ne pas affaiblir les Armies. Ainsi* 
que le Bomagne le Toscane, &c., contre des descentes ennemies 
qui sans cela seront toujours emp^ches par vos flottes. Le 
Piedmont sera convert par ses propres milices, et TArm^e 
coalisee du Roi poura se combiner pour entrer en France. 

Si le General sera destine pour operer en chef par ce cote, il 
faut qu'il s'y toume a tems avec son Arm^e alors il n'est plus 
tems qu'il s'amuse pour la Suisse, d'ou il ne peut soilir que 
par un grand detour. 



(No. 51.) Mr, Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Most secret and confidential.) Augsburg : 13th Dec'.; 17(^. 

My Lord, — I should have dispatched the messenger 
Dickens to your Lordship within a few days after the 
departure of Lieutenant Colonel Henry Clinton, as I 
Lad promised to do in my letter by that officer, had not 
a succession of new and interesting events, at the same 
time that they rendered useless all that I had prepared 
for your Lordship's consideration, made it necessary for 
me to take a careful and deliberate view of the new state 
of affairs, and to collect every possible information that 
was in any way connected with the subject, before I pre- 
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Slimed to offer any opinion on the measures that yet 
remained to be taken for carrying on the war on this 
side of the country, and the hopes that might reasonably 
be entertained of success under a change of system. 

In speaking of new events, I mean more particularly to 
allude to the late revolution at Paris and the firm and 
avowed determination of the Court of Vienna (of which 
Lord Minto will have informed your Lordship) not to 
suffer a Russian army in the Empire, or in Italy. 

With respect to what has passed here under my own 
more immediate observation, your Lordship will find the 
only material facts detailed in my No. 50, the rest would 
be only a tiresome and disgusting history of new quarrels, 
new complaints, and new intrigues, of the same kind with 
those which I have already communicated, the whole of 
which it would be most desirable to suppress altogether. 
Unfortunately for the honour and interests of the 
common cause, but too much publicity has already 
been given to them. 

With respect to the revolution at Paris, I have spared 
no pains to obtain such information as might enable me 
to form an opinion of its probable consequences, as well 
with respect to the duration of the continental war, as to 
the resources in men, money, and talents which it is 
likely to furnish to the Eepublic. 

As to the first point, I have much satisfaction in in- 
forming your Lordship not only that there is every reason 
to believe that the pretensions of the Eepublic in Italy, if 
not quite so extravagant as they were under the Di- 
rectory, are Sut ill suited to the numerous and successive 
defeats and disguises which the French armies have sus- 
tained in that country, and are such as Austria cannot 
accept with safety. 

It is generally understood that Buonaparte, insisting on 
the re-establishment of the Cisalpine Eepublic, means at 
the same time to offer to confirm the treaty of Leoben 
(by which your Lordship will recollect that Mantua was 
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left in the possession of the House of Austria), with the 
addition of the Venetian territory to the east of the 
Mincio, and it is thought that to obtain any other great 
object he would sacrifice the country between the Mincio 
and the Adda, the possession of which is rendered in- 
secure as long as the Austrians are in possession of 
Mantua. 

I can not only assure your Lordship that intelligence 
to the same effect has been received by the Archduke, 
but that the opinions and language holden at head- 
quarters on the subject of peace and war, and of the late 
revolution, is such as his Majesty could most desire. 

At first the name of Buonaparte produced the effect 
that under all the circumstances of the moment (parti- 
cularly the departure of the Eussians and the fear of 
being driven firom Swabia), might naturally have been 
expected. But the reflection of a few days, the first 
measures of the Consular Government, and, perhaps 
more than all, the very feeble efforts made by the enemy 
to penetrate into Swabia (a convincing proof of their real 
weakness) have produced a total change, of which the 
proclamation of H.E.H. to the States of the Empire of the 
4th inst. has been the first effect. H.E.H. has, besides, 
distinctly and repeatedly declared at his own table, and 
in conversation with his most confidential officers, who 
have not failed to repeat his language, *that the late 
revolution at Paris ought to give no hopes whatever of 
peace; that every faction in succession has talked of 
peace, meaning nothing but war, in the hope of capti- 
vating the public opinion ; that the new rulers are to the 
fiiU as revolutionary, as ambitious, and as insolent as the 
last, and ought not to inspire any more confidence ; that 
they owe their power to the existence of a state of war, 
and that the desire of continuing it appears already in 
all their writings and speeches as well as in their 
measures, notwithstanding their endeavours to conceal 
it.' The letters I have received from Lord Miato all 
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tend to show that the same sentiments prevfdl in the 
Austrian Cabinet, where I firmly believe that they will 
continue to prevail as long as the pretensions of the 
French in Italy shall continue the same, or until some 
great disaster shall befal their army. 

As to the resources in money which the late revolution 
may probably produce to the EepubUc, all the accounts 
from Paris agree in saying that a certain sum that could 
not have been obtained under the old Government will 
be acquired by this. But the highest estimate that I have 
yet seen, I mean that of a Paris banker deeply interested 
in the rise of the Prench funds, estimates the whole of 
the extraordinary resources of the year that can be pro- 
vided within the Eepublic at three millions, or three 
millions and a half sterling, making it consist of volimtary 
loans without interest, estimated at fifteen millions of 
livres, to be repaid from the arrears of taxes and from 
new contributions, the former of which are estimated at 
thirty millions, and the latter at about the same sum. 
But all the other accounts agree in saying that nothing 
like the sum of thirty millions axn be produced by the 
new taxes, and that all resources arising fi'om arrears 
must in the present state of things be illusory, as while 
one class of arrears is paid in, others are daily increasing. 

And even the warmest friends of the Eepublic admit 
that if the war continues, the pecuniary resources neces- 
sary for carrying it on, on any very extensive and for- 
midable scale^ against the forces which the house of 
Austria will probably be able to bring into the field, can 
only be procured by powerful incursions into Germany 
and Italy, maintained for a considerable length of time. 

What resources in men General Buonaparte may be 
able to derive from the Eepublic, no man is at present 
bold enough to conjecture. It seems generally admitted, 
however, that he will be able to procure some consider- 
able reinforcements to the armies. But the most sanguine 
hopes of himself and his friends do not exceed the number 
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of from 50,000 to 80,000 men. Admitting, therefore, 
that the larger number of the two can be raised, it 
becomes material to consider to what mass of existing 
force these 80,000 men are to be added. 

Subsequent information procured through the Arch- 
duke and through Generals Pichegru and Willot, has 
convinced me that the state of the French armies which 
I transmitted to your Lordship in my dispatch No. 42 
(making the whole about 250,000 men), was, as far 
as relates to the armies of Italy, the Danube and the 
Ehine, correct, i.e. as to the returns on paper, though 
certainly exaggerated as to the effective force. I am now 
persuaded that Massena's army has at no one moment 
exceeded 50,000, and it is impossible to believe that with 
30,000 men onginally under his orders, General Lacourbe 
would not have penetrated much further than Heilbron, 
had he received any portion of the intended reinforce- 
ments, whilst the Archduke was obliged to keep his 
principal force concentrated to observe Massena, and to 
protect the Grisons and the Vorarlberg. I am very con- 
fident also that if the French had had 63,000 effective 
men in Italy, the Austrians would not have made the 
progress they have done since the departure of General 
Suworow. 

Upon an attentive consideration of the whole, I think 
there is every reason to believe, judging from what we 
have seen of the different armies in the field, that the 
whole effective force of the Eepublic at this moment 
cannot possibly exceed 220,000 regular troops under 
arms. It will be necessary also to make very large 
deductions for the losses the enemy has sustained since* 
the above note was made both in Italy and Germany, 
particularly in Italy, where, on the 4th of October alone, 
they lost in killed, prisoners, and disabled, not less than 
6,000 or 7,000 men. 

They have no longer their Italian allies to coimt among 
the auxiliary troops, but, I think, they may possibly raise 

VOL. u. B B 
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10,000 or 12,000 Swiss, from whom, however, they will 
derive no effectual service. 

I trust, therefore, that I am warranted in saying, that 
it is not within human probability that the French 
should bring more than 300,000 men into the field for the 
next campaign. I am even myself thoroughly satisfied 
that they never have had 400,000 men in the field at any 
one epoch during the war, not even under Eobespierre, 
and I have General Pichegru's authority for my opinion. 

Of this force it is surely fair to estimate that not more 
than 220,000 men can be employed on this frontier from 
Mayence to Nice. The necessary protection of the coasts 
from Bayonne to Calais, particularly if menaced with 
invasion; the force which must be left in Holland and 
Flanders; the army constantly necessary to keep the 
royalists in check in the western provinces ; the garrison 
of Paris and other towns and fortresses, and the troops 
dispersed through the interior, cannot altogether employ 
less than 80,000 men. Indeed, I do not myself believe it 
physically possible, in the present state of the French 
Republic, that 200,000 can be maintained, clothed, and 
fed, upon the Une I have above pointed out, and I should 
allow them 150,000 or 180,000 men at the very utmost. 

Upon the whole (without troubling your Lordship with 
copies of all the bulletines I have received or read), the 
sum of the information received from Paris on the subject 
of the late revolution may be reduced to this : — It seems 
probable that the war will be conducted with more 
talents and more energy than have lately been the case, 
and that additional resources, both in men and money, 
will be obtained, but that both the one and the other 
will be confined within limits the extreme extent of 
which may be easily and certainly calculated ; that the 
Consuls will obtain for a given time a considerable share 
of public confidence, and consequently of public force ; 
but that this revolution is in fact nothing more than one 
faction succeeding another, and acting on the same prin- 
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ciples with the persons it has displaced ; that it will be 
dilBcult if not impossible for General Buonaparte to steer 
between the Eoyalists and the Jacobins, and that the 
fear of the former will induce him to take measures, 
which, from having the appearance of protection offered 
to the latter, will destroy all his popularity in the country ; 
that the same effect will be inevitably produced if his 
effort to obtain peace should fail, and that he cannot 
possibly carry on the war without having recourse to 
revolutionary measures, without which he will be able 
to procure in the interior neither men nor money. 

If these are the only real resources of the French 
Eepublic, and if the Eussian army be suffered to remain 
in Germany, there can be no doubt but that the AUies 
will be able to bring an immense superiority into the 
field. But as it now seems more than doubtful whether 
this powerful assistance can be obtained, and still more 
doubtful to me whether it ciin by any possible means be 
rendered serviceable in this country, the great question 
that remains to be considered is, whether, if his Majesty 
be pleased to grant any pecuniary aid to the continental 
powers the Emperor can be made sufficiently strong, with 
his Majesty's assistance, to carry on the war successfully 
in Italy and Germany without the addition of a Eussian 
army. 

For myself, if I may presume to give an opinion, I 
can have no hesitation in saying (taking into consi- 
deration as before the comparative state of the Austrian 
and Eepublican armies, and the exertions of which we 
have seen them to be respectively capable), that if the 
forces of the AlHes are properly applied, with his Majesty's 
assistance Austria can not only bring a better and more 
numerous army than France into the field, but that in 
the course of the next campaign a strong impression may 
be made on the French frontier, and some of the best 
places of the Eepublic secured as a barrier against fresh 
invasions into Germany and Italy. 

B o s 



872 CORRESPONDENCE OF THE [1799 

The question, however, can best be answered by 
enumerating the different resources in men that Italy 
and Germany present, and which, by means of subsidies 
from his Majesty, may be added to the effective force 
which I understand from Lord Minto that Austria pur- 
poses to bring into the field. 

1. The Swiss levies, which, notwithstanding our 

late disasters and all. the disadvantages 
under which we labour, I have not the 
smallest doubt, since the new capitulation, 
of being able to carry before the middle 
of the month of March as far as six bat- 
talions of excellent regular infantry, com- 
manded in general by officers of famUy 
as well as of real merit, which force may 
be recruited and its numbers doubled 
within three months after Switzerland 
sliall have been reconquered. The bat- 
talions are of 920 men each. For the 
opening of the campaign therefore the 
whole must be taken at 5,520 men, and, 
with the emigrant troops of the contin- 
gents of the little Cantons, at . . . 6,000 

2. The Bavarian levies, which I estimate at 

12,000 men, being persuaded that the 

country will not furnish more . . . 12,000 

3. Levies in the duchy of Wirtemberg, inde- 

pendent of the contingent of H.S.H. . 3,000 

4. Levies in Swabia 10,000 

5. Levies in Franconia 8,000 

6. Levies in the Circle of the Upper Rhine . 6,000 

45,000 

7. Levies in Piedmont, of the extent of which 

I can form no judgment, but they are 
estimated, I understand, at 20,000 . . 20,000 

65;000 
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With respect to the levies in Swabia, the Upper Rhincj 
and Franconia, it is necessary that I should inform your 
Lordship that the States of Swabia are now assembled to 
consider of the mode of furnishing their contingent to the 
army of the Archduke, and of finding the means of sup- 
porting the immense burthens to which they are exposed 
by the continuation of the war in their country and 
neighbourhood. They have made a formal application 
to me to desire that I would lay their situation before his 
Majesty, and implore his assistance to enable them to 
make those efforts in the common cause to which their 
inclination would lead them if they had the means. 

They offer to raise a body of 10,000 men before the 
opening of the campaign, to be placed under the command 
of the Archduke, and to serve during the war. They 
estimate the expense of the levy at 150 florins a man, 
properly armed and clothed, or about 135,000/., and the 
maintenance of each man during a year at 100 florins, or 
about 90,000/. in the whole. 

The recniiting, supposing a fifth of the whole to be 
renewed during the campaign, at 27,000/., — ^so that the 
whole annual expense of the corps of 10,000 men em- 
ployed in an active campaign (Austria undertaking to find 
ammunition) would not exceed 252,000/. I beUeve that 
the Circles of the Upper Ehine and Franconia are ready 
to fiimish respectively the number of men I have above 
mentioned, on the same terms. 

These troops, however, would require much time to 
form and discipline, and, after all, they would be but 
badly officered. 

To remedy this inconvenience, the Archduke has pro- 
posed that an equal number of recruits should be fur- 
nished to the Austrian army, and distributed among the 
different regiments, each man being bound by his capitula- 
tion to serve only during the war against France. 

In this mode I beUeve that the whole expense of levy 
and maintenance would not exceed 150 florins a man, 
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and under the influence of his Majesty, I have no doubt 
of this proposal being accepted, though H.S.H. the Duke 
of Wirtemberg and the Prince Bishop of Constance oppose 
it. The objections of the former Sovereign might be re- 
moved, as I have reason to beUeve, by ts^ing separately 
into pay the number of troops I have mentioned in the 
above Ust, and in that case the opposition of the Bishop 
of Constance would fall to the ground. 

It is certain that this measure would greatly increase 
the power of Austria; but it would as unquestionably 
furnish in a much less time a much better and more 
effective force, and at an infinitely cheaper rate than any 
levy that ever yet was effected. 

The States will be kept together by adjournment to 
wait his Majesty's answer, and in the mean time my 
language on the subject will be regulated by what I shall 
learn of his Majesty's disposition to form a closer con- 
nection with the Court of Vienna. In the mean time I 
may say with safety that there are scarcely any terms 
wiUiin their means to which the Circles will not readily 
submit rather than see a Eussian army again in Oermany. 

Were any treaty concluded with this or any other 
Circle on these or similar terms, a stipulation might be 
made for raising 500 or 600 recruits for the Swiss levies 
on the same conditions, and for the liberty of recruiting 
in the Circles for all the Swiss regiments in his Majesty's 
service. In this case it would be necessary that die 
Court of Vienna by its minister to the Circles should be 
party to the treaty. 

According to the best estimate I can make of the 
expense of all these levies for the first year, I conceive 
that the whole cannot well exceed the sum of 1,964,800/., 
without the Piedmontese subsidy. 

My estimate is made according to the following cal- 
culation : — 1. The Swiss levies, when increased to twelve 
battalions, 30,000/. a month, or 360,000/. 2. The Ba- 
varian levies estimated by the Hessian treaty, according 
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to which every expense of the eampaign of every kind is 
defrayed by Great Britain, 800,000/. 

But if his Majesty should not be averse to such a 
measure, I am persuaded — such are the necessities of the 
Court of Munich, and the greediness after money that 
prevails there — that were a large sum, say 100,000/., to be 
given to the Elector, some individuals provided for who 
would lose their places in the army, and two or three 
regiments only taken into regular pay, and sent to the 
imperial army without any Bavarian staff, that H.S.H. 
would consent to fiimish 6,000 or 8,000 recruits for the 
Imperial army, in the same manner and on the same 
terms as the Circle of Swabia, in which case the whole 
expense of the levy, calculated as follows, would not 
exceed 414,600/. 

Viz., 8,000 Recruits 201,600 

Sura to the Elector 100,000 

Ditto to provide for OflScers .... 50,000 
Ditto for three regiments of 1.000 men, each 

at 21,000/. . . . . . . 63,000 

£414,600 

If his Majesty should approve of this plan, an article of 
guarantee of the Bavarian dominions might be introduced 
into the treaty (to which Austria must of course become 
a party) on the condition of the Elector's providing men 
on the above terms ; or if his Majesty should not choose 
to take upon himself the burthen of a guarantee, an en- 
gagement to that effect might be required from Austria, 
which, though not given in direct terms, might yet be so 
framed as materially to tranquillize the Government and 
people of Bavaria, and to justify the Court in granting 
terms of so new and extraordinary a nature. 
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3. Wlrtemberg levies, on the principle of the 

Hessian treaty 

4. Swabian levies . . . . . 

5. Franconian ditto 

6. Upper Ehine ditto 

7. Piedmontese ditto, supposing his Majesty to 

grant the ancient subsidy to the King of 
Sardinia 



200,000 
252,000 
201,600 
151,200 



200,000 



Recapitulation 

1. Swiss levies 

2. Bavarian ditto . 

3. Wirtemberg ditto 

4. Swabian ditto 

5. Franconian ditto 

6. Upper i^hine ditto . 

7. Piedmontese subsidy 

Total . 
Without the Piedmontese subsidy 



360,000 
800.000 
200,000 
252,000 
201,600 
151,200 
200,000 

£2,164,800 

£1,964,800 



Reduced Estimate. 

1. Swiss levies 

2. Bavarian ditto . . . . . 

3. Wirtemberg ditto, reduced on the principle 

that with so small a force there is no 
occasion for a separate staff, &c. 

4. Swabian levies at 150 florins a man . 

5. Franconian ditto at ditto . . . . 

6. Upper Ehine ditto at ditto 

7. Piedmontese subsidy . . . . 

Total 



£ 



360,000 
414,600 



160,000 
152,208 
120,960 
90,720 
200,000 



Without the Piedmontese subsidy . 



£1,498,488 
£1,298,488 
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To these resources offered by his Majesty to the House 
of Austria must be added another, which, if it be properly 
applied, may perhaps be found worth all the others. I 
mean the assistance furnished to the Boyalists on the 
frontier, and particularly to Monsieur. Having con- 
sidered this subject in a separate despatch, No. 48,* I only 
mention it here that I may add the expenses proposed to 
be incurred in carrying the project into execution to the 
above estimate. 

Subsidy to the Eoyalists, at 20,000/. a month 240,000 
Sum paid in advance .... 100,000 

Preliminary expenses .... 25,000 

£365,000 

Increased estimate of subsidies (Piedmont £ 

included) 2,164,800 

Boyalists 365,000 

£ 2,529,800 

Eeduced estimate of subsidies (Piedmont £ 

included) 1,498,488 

Boyalists 365,000 

£1,863,488 
If to this force could be added 12,000 or 15,000 

* Grenerals Pichegru and Wil- with whom he was well acquainted, 

lot and Messrs. de Pre9y and not to discipline the soldiers, but 

Dandr6 had frequently pressed to try their principles and procure 

Mr. Wickham to form a corps of information as to the conduct and 

French deserters and conscripts, character of each deserter and con- 

Mr. Wickham at first resisted this script. 2. If the project were to 

plan for well-founded reasons ; succeed at all, to form companies, 

afterwards, circumstances being to send them in succession to the 

changed, Mr. Wickham assented army to be at the disposal of the 

to General Pichegru^s plan, the Archduke until he thought the 

outlines of which were as follows : moment favourable for an invasion 

— 1. The formation of a depot in of France, and then the General 

the rear of the Austrian army, at undertook to place himself at their 

"which he would place some officers head. 
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Eussians, it would on every account be extremely de- 
sirable, provided they were entirely under the command 
and control of the Austrian commander-in-chief. Not 
having the Eussian subsidiary treaty here, I have not the 
means of calculating the proportional expense of such a 
number of troops, but I believe, upon a rough estimate, 
that the expense to his Majesty, were he to pay the differ- 
ence of putting such a body of men in every respect on 
the Austrian establishment as to pay and rations, would 
be, as nearly as possible, 140,000/., independent of the 
subsidy. 

In favour of the above plan, it is most evident that it 
has the advantage t)f great simplicity, that it avoids all 
disputes about unsettled powers between rival com- 
manders, and that no effective force of the same extent 
can possibly be brought into the field for the same sum 
of money ; and even should it be found necessary or expe- 
dient to add a subsidy of a million or a million and a half 
to the Court of Vienna in consideration of the exertions 
which II.LM. intends to make on his part, the whole 
would be very far below what the establishment of an 
army of the same number of men in British pay and pro- 
vided with all the immense details of magazines, staff, 
hospitals, commissariat, cavalry, artillery, pontoons, i&a, 
&c., at his Majesty's expense, would necessarily require, 
particularly in a country already exhausted, and where a 
competition with the Austrian army would greatly en- 
hance the price of every article. 

On the other hand, it is certainly throwing a great and 
formidable power into the hands of the House of Austria 
without any means whatever of controlling or directing it 
Whether, under all the circumstances of the present 
alarming state of Europe, so extraordinary a measure 
ought to be resorted to as the lesser of two evils, and 
whether under any circumstances such a power ought to 
be trusted in such hands, are questions which the wisdom 
of his Majesty's councils can done decide. I will only 
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presume, with the greatest deference, to observe that if 
given at all, as it will be impossible to direct it contrary 
to the will of the Court of Vienna by any talents or 
by any means, it may perhaps be worth consideration 
whether the most good may not be obtained by an 
appearance of implicit confidence and by instructing 
myself (if his Majesty should please to continue my 
service here), or any other person who may be employed 
in any way on the same service, to adopt the mode of 
attentive observation and frequent communication with 
your Lordship, rather than that of representation and 
remonstrance. 

With respect to any means of ascertaining whether 
Austria really maintains the number of troops in the field 
which she engages to do, I am firmly persuaded that 
there exist none whatever but those of which no public 
advantage could be taken. I should, therefore, wish to 
recommend that the security required should be the word 
and solemn assurance of the commander-in-chief only. 

I venture to make these observations as a consequence 
of the dear-bought experience I have acquired of the im- 
possibility of forcing either the Court of Vienna or the 
Austrian generals to do what they do not like excepting 
at the risk of some mischief to the interests of the 
common cause greater than the evil it was intended to 
prevent. 

As the present reputation of the Austrian troops must 
necessarily make a material part in every calculation of 
the respective forces of the contending armies, I have 
much satisfaction in assuring your Lordship that what I 
have communicated on the subject of the very improved 
state of the army of the Archduke appears from every 
account received here to be equally true of that of Italy, 
and I have at the same time the melancholy satisfaction 
of adding that the general voice of the army gives the 
'whole credit of this improvement to H.S.H. the late 
lamented Prince Frederick of Orange, to whose zeal and 
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great military talents actively employed for some months 
before bis untimely death, and particularly to the warlike 
energy and enthusiasm with which he had inspired the 
troops, the first successes in Italy are now attributed, 
rather than to any military skill of the commanders. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, my 
Lord, &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Rigbt Hon. Lord Gbsnyillb, &c., kc, &c. 



Lord Minto to Mr. Wickham. 

Yienna : 14th Dec'. 1709. 

My dear Sir, — ^The enclosed draughts and copies of 
my latest despatches to the Office will bring the aflairs of 
Vienna down to the present hour. I am persuaded that 
you will share the satisfaction I feel in the termination of 
the old dispute concerning the Convention. The way is 
now clear before us, and the present disposition of this 
Court, both with regard to a prosecution of the war, and 
a closer connexion with us, on whatever motives it may 
be founded, seems very much to brighten the prospect, 
which the late disasters of the campaign and the rupture 
between Eussia and Austria had so much darken'd. I 
think our object should be to turn this favourable dispo- 
sition, founded no doubt on the occasion which is felt in 
the moment for our assistance, to a permanent advantage, 
by securing a strict and inviolable concert on the subject 
of peace, at least for a limited time which should not be 
less than for one year. It may be difficult to say what 
sort of engagement wiU bind Austria if her interest or 
convenience should tempt her to break it. Yet a strong 
and formal engagement, though not proof against all 
inducements, especially those of necessity or urgent 
danger, may resist many smaller motives that might 
otherwise determine her conduct. You are a much 
better judge than I of the comparative advantages of 
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the two modes which will now be under deliberation, of 
procuring the necessary reinforcement of German troops. 
I am aware of the general nature of the objections to 
each, but my experience does not enable me to strike the 
balance, and decide on which side the inconvenience is 
greatest. The Emperor may pocket the whole and raise 
no troops — or if he procures a certain number either by 
employing a part of the money he receives from us, or 
by exacting the contingents of the German states, he may 
reduce to the same amount his own army; or after 
making himself formidable by procuring or contracting 
for the stipiilated reinforcement, he may use the advan- 
tage thus obtain'd to make an advantageous separate 
peace. On the other hand, if we undertake to raise troops 
by various subsidies, we shall be defrauded in detail, by 
each of the Princes with whom we deal, and realize a 
very small force compared with the means that we 
employ. K we procure the whole, the Emperor may 
still reduce his own army in proportion to the reinforce- 
ment we furnish ; or he may employ the strength which 
he derives from us to obtain a separate peace. So that 
most of the objections are common to both. Perhaps a 
middle way might be thought of, and we should engage 
to pay the German Princes for troops procured by the 
Emperor, and this seems to provide best for a profitable 
employment of the money, as it becomes the Emperor's 
interest to procure the greatest number of troops possible 
and the best. This method of raising troops, together 
with an explicit and solemn engagement not to make a 
separate peace, seems to afibrd the most promising pros- 
pect of future success. But in the present situation of 
afiairs the speediest decision will be the best, and if any 
thing should be thought at home to depend on local 
circumstances, so as to make an immediate decision im- 
possible, the pressure for time is such, that it would be 
happy if they should entrust yourself and me to settle 
the afiair to the best of our judgment, according to any 
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general instruction they might think proper to give us. 
I have not hazarded these reflexions to Lord Grenville 
from a consciousness that opinions and any thing like 
advice are beyond the strict line of official correspond- 
ence, and partly perhaps because I am also conscious of 
being sometimes more voluminous than can suit the con- 
venience of my readers, who are not overburthen'd with 
leisure. It gives me the greatest satisfaction to perceive 
that my views and opinions coincide so much with yours. 
It increases the confidence with which I act, and adds 
materially to my own comfort. 

I have open'd to Baron Thugut Pichegru's project. He 
likes the whole of your plan extremely well except that 
of the corps of Deserters, or indeed any other Boyalist 
corps, in the rear of, or in previous connexion with the 
Austrian army. As much of that co-operation in the 
rear of the French army, or in the country when once 
the Austrians enter it, as possible. The more the better ; 
and he does not by any means undervalue such means. 
But he has in the first place a general distrust of all 
projects^ and in the next it is plain that he considers all 
mixture of foreign troops, as an adulteration of the Aus- 
trian army, and indeed as tending to relax its discipline, 
and diminish its perfection. In a word he decHnes this 
part of the plan, thinking highly, however, of the three 
men, and of their influence in the different provinces, as 
well as of their talents and character. 

I have spoken to you alone with the entire freedom 
which you observe in my former letters concerning 
Suwarow ; and I have not committed you for more than 
your dispatches themselves expressed. I am glad how- 
ever to be assured that I have not overshot even this 
mark. 

Thinking the speedy arrival of my last dispatch, No. 49, 
in London of great consequence, I have sent the mes- 
senger Dickens with it, and now send one of my servants 
to you. 
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Believe me ever, my dear Sir, most faithfully and 
sincerely yours, 

MlNTO. 
W. WiCKHAM, Esq.^ &c. &c &c« 



Mr. Wichham to Lord Minto. 

(Draft Confidential.) Angsbuig : 2l8t DeC., 1799. 

My dear Lord, — Your Lordship's very interesting and 
satisfactory dispatches of the 4th instant were delivered to 
me on the 17th, in the afternoon, by your servant, whom 
I send back accompanied by Sylvester, the messenger, 
that you may have a person to send to me as soon as you 
shall have received anything certain from England as to 
future arrangements, for which, however, I am very 
apprehensive that your Lordship must wait some time 
longer, as there is every appearance of the Elbe being 
frozen up for some time to come. 

I say nothing to your Lordship of the question of the 
Convention, as one which wiser and better informed 
heads than mine can alone determine ; I only earnestly 
wish that in some shape or other it may finally be con- 
cluded by the return of your messenger from London. 

As to the German levies, I am most clearly of opinion 
that that mode of settling the business, whatever it be, 
that shall be the least burthensome to Oreat Britain, will 
be found to be ultimately the best. 

I have had frequent opportunities of leartiing myself, 
and of stating distinctly to Government, that there existed 
no means whatever of control over the Court of Vienna 
with respect to the number and nature of the troops she 
employs, or as to the manner in which she is to employ 
them, but in the first case, such as we can make no 
public use of, in the second, such as she may at all times 
find pretexts to defeat. 

If I am right in this position the question becomes a 
very simple one, ^WiU you^ or vnU you not, enter into 
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engagements with the Court of Vienna without the means 
of enforcing them ? ' and this question, in my opinion, caa 
only be solved by a consideration of the wishes and views 
of the House of Austria on the one hand, and of your 
own int«erest in engaging her in the continuation of the 
war on the other. 

If you have a deep interest in the continuation of the 
continental war, you must risk something to obtain it. 
If Austria has any views or wishes which lead her na- 
turally to a continuation of the war, you must trust that 
she will continue it, on her own account, but certainly not 
on yours. 

It appears to me that if you were to reason on the 
subject from this day to Doomsday you must ultimately 
stop here. 

Your Lordship will collect from the inclosed copy of 
my dispatch, No. 51, to the Office, that my real opinion 
is the same as yours, though, perhaps, as I was not so 
directly called upon, I have not expressed it so clearly 
and strongly. 

In the same dispatch your Lordship will also find some 
notions as to the resources of the Empire in men, and as 
to the money necessary to apply these resources to any 
good purpose, which may perhaps throw some light on 
M. de Thugut's pecuniary demands, particularly those 
stated in your dispatch No. 49. My calculation, founded 
on the best information I could collect firom difierent 
quarters, and also on what I conceived to be the ne- 
cessities of the Court of Vienna, produces within a trifle 
the same result as M. de Thugut's demand. 
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K Thugut's demand 2,400,000 

Eeduced estimate of subsidies 

and levies in Mr. Wickham's £ 

dispatch No. 51 . . . 1,498,488 

Deduct Piedmontese subsidy, for 
which I have no doubt that a 
demand will be made in an- 
other shape and from another 
quarter .... 200,000 

1,298,488 

Deduct Swiss levies, which M. 
Thugut means to leave as a 
separate charge on Great 
Britain .... 360,000 

938,488 

Add a loan or subsidy of a 

million and a half . . 1,500,000 

2,438,488 



Difference . . . . 38,488 

The coincidence is so remarkable that I am almost 
afraid Mr. Ktt, like Marshall Suworow, will suspect, if not 
accuse me, of being really a satellite of Thugut's and 
bought by Austrian gold. 

If your Lordship should at any time think it right to 
inform M. Thugut of this extraordinary coincidence, I 
have earnestly to request that he may not have the least 
notion of the basis on which my calculation was founded. 

From a comparison of the two demands, your Lordship 
will observe that M. Thugut has asked for what will fur- 
nish him with a powerftil and sufficient reinforcement^ 
independent of the sum of a million and a half in reUef of 
the finances of the Court of Vienna, so that if this money 
is faithfully and judiciously appHed, it will not only be a 
very material service rendered to an ally, but will enable 
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him also to augment his means of carrying on the war in 
which we are jointly engaged to the extent we desire. 

1 am not at all surprised that M. de Thugut should 
wish to receive all that he is to receive from England ia 
specie, as the course of exchange is now such as to make 
the loss on bills of exchange full seven per cent., and 
there is every reason to believe that foreign subsidies, to 
any extent, would increase the discount, as in the years 
95 and 96, to a very alarming degree. 

With respect to Switzerland, I always have been in- 
clined to believe that M. de Thugut never meant to aim 
any direct blow at its independence, but that being as yet 
uncertain what use he could make of a country, about 
which I know that he understands nothing, and about 
which he never would inform himself but through the 
medium of interested or ambitious individuals, he wished 
to keep the way open to any scheme or speculation that 
may hereafter enter into his head, and above all would 
not preclude himself from taking advantage of any fa- 
vourable circumstances, that the war or any treaty with 
France, or the unsettled state of the country, may here- 
after present. This is the real history of his fear, lest 
the federative form of Government should be abandoned, 
and of his unwillingness at the same time to commit him- 
self to any direct acknowledgment of the ancient Go- 
vernment in those Cantons where it was re-established 
during the summer, or to any measures tending to pro- 
voke or encourage its re-establishment. 

As to the Valteline and the Italian balliages^ I think in 
my conscience that Austria has acquired a right to ask 
them of the Swiss and Grisons. Without them the 
possession of the Milanese is insecure, and it has been 
proved that their late possessors have not the means of 
defending them against an enemy like France. 

I am, therefore, very happy to hear that his Imperial 
Majesty talks of asking for them on terms which, what- 
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ever they be, he may be assured both Swiss and Grisons 
will thankfully accept. 

With respect to M. de Thugut's military plans, before 
any opinion can be formed of them, it will be necessary 
to know what authority is to be vested in the Archduke. 
— If H.E.H. is to have the power of disposing of the 
whole force on this side the Alps without being bound 
down to the distribution mentioned in your Lordship's 
dispatch No. 48, there can be no doubt (making the ordi- 
nary allowance for the uncertainty of all human events) 
but that he wiU have the means in his hands of conquer- 
ing Switzerland, and making a solid impression on the 
French frontier. It is equally certain that circumstances 
may exist which may render that distribution the best 
that can possibly be made, but in many other cases it 
would be found no less defective, and, generally speaking, 
if the sieges of Huningen and Beflfort are to be undertaken 
immediately after the passage of the Khine, 70,000 or 
80,000 men in that quarter would be more desirable than 
60,000. 

All, therefore, that is to be desired is that sufficient 
authority should be given to the Archduke to employ the 
whole force as he shall think most proper according to 
circumstances and the views, projects, and conduct of the 
French generals, and the notions they may be supposed 
to have acquired of the intentions of the Allies. 

This seems to me to be the point on which your Lord- 
ship ought to be instructed to insist as that without which 
it is more than probable that we shall make but a sorry 
figure this campaign. 

I am aware that the jealousy entertained of the Arch- 
duke will be a serious obstacle in your way, and that it 
will require the utmost management to support or bring 
forward an opinion of the kind in such a manner as not 
to give serious offence and even to counteract our own 
object. But I trust that your Lordship, who has already 
gained so much, will not be too much alarmed at this 
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new difficulty, and that in some shape or other you will 
find means, if not to conquer it altogether, at least to 
remove its principal inconveniences. 

Your Lordship will collect also from the inclosed dis- 
patch that I have almost gone as far as M. de Thugut 
with respect to the language that I could wish the King's 
servants employed in these parts to hold. At the same 
time I do not mean to deny that I am one of the persons 
who, from long knowledge and experience of M. Thugut's 
tricks, shall have the most need of such instructions. 

In one word, it is impossible that he should not know 
that I have been long in the habit of thinking ill of him, 
— ^I mean long before my present mission, and that I have 
occasionally not spared him in my conversation, parti- 
cularly with the Archduke and at the army. I knew 
perfectly well what he meant, when he spoke to your 
Lordship some time since with so much warmth about 
aides-de-camp and conversations at head-quarters, having 
many anecdotes to tell your Lordship upon that subject, 
if it were now worth while, the sum of which would be 
that his satellites, who (particularly Bellegarde) always 
come to you with open arms, are sure to be so hampered 
in their own lies by any man who has the least discretion 
and discernment, and who lives with them only two or 
three days on a friendly footing, that M. de Thugut can- 
not bear that any such person should be with any mission 
about head-quarters. This is the real history of his re- 
fusing permission to Lord Mulgrave, and if ever he con- 
sents to my being there you may be assured that it will 
be only because he is aware that I know the worst, and 
that he would not wish to let another person acquire the 
same knowledge. 

He may, however, remain perfectly at rest in future, as 
my language shall always be such as he could wish, ex- 
cepting to the Archduke, to whom, having b^un, I must 
go on to speak in confidence. If, however, you should 
perceive any really marked antipathy and dislike to me. 
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do not fail to let me know, as I am persuaded that it is 
very essential that at this moment there should be a 
person here of whom the Austrian Minister entertains no 
distrust. It would, even on the system I have built, be 
better that the Minister on this station should be his 
perfect dupe than his avowed enemy ; arid if I thought 
that he considered me at all in the latter light, much as I 
wish to set my foot again in Switzerland, I should not 
hesitate to ask for my recall as a measure essentially 
necessary for the public service and the real interests of 
the common cause. I shall rely, therefore, with confi- 
dence on your Lordship's friendship that you will inform 
me immediately if you perceive anything of the kind. 

Upon the principle adopted by M* Thugut, that we are 
not to look back to past misconduct or past complaints, 
nothing will be more easy than to adopt a hne of conduct 
which cannot fail to be agreeable to him ; but I trust he 
has too good an opinion of me at the bottom to suppose 
me capable of retracting what I have said and thought of 
his conduct on former occasions. 

He has two men about him — I mean Messrs. Pelin and 
Miiller, who hnow that from my connections with their 
friends and my knowledge of the tricks in which they have 
been severally employed, I must ever entertain the worst 
possible opinion of them. Unfortunately, those two men 
are or were employed confidentially by him in the very 
two departments with which I have the most concern — 
I mean France and Switzerland. 

I can give your Lordship but a very faint idea of the 
mischief these creatures have done at different times in 
their several ways and through the imprudence of others ; 
they each of them know that in Switzerland I had com- 
munication of their confidential letters. 

Pehn kept up a close correspondance formerly with all 
the constitutional party who haunted the frontiers of 
Switzerland, and gave them regular assurances that they 
would not be abandoned^ that the rightful heir to the Crown 
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wa8 odious at Vienna^ that the whole Court was consHtUr- 
iional, ^c, ^c, and I have undoubted authority for saying 
that he was instructed by his party to keep up these 
principles at Vienna as the only means of bringing the 
King to terras^ and above all, to paint him as extremely 
unpopular in the interior. 

I could push this subject to a length that would asto- 
nish your Lordship in a private and confidential can- 
versation^ but I am afraid that I have tcritten almost too 
much already. 

What Pelin was with respect to France, MttUer is with 
respect to Switzerland, only more dangerous as more 
able and more deceitful and treacherous. He is now 
moving heaven and earth to be sent with a mission to that 
country. He wrote to my unfortunate friends, Steiguer 
and Hotze, to desire they would write to Baron Thugut to 
say that his presence there was essentially necessary, and 
has tried many other tricks of the same kind, taking care, 
however, not to write to me. ..... 

Whilst I am on the subject of Mr. Miiller, do not let 
me forget to say that it never entered into the heads of 
any but some foolish schemers of no influence in their 
own coimtry to give any other but their old Federal 
Government to Switzerland, and that my instructions as 
well as my whole language and conduct have been 
directly opposed to all sort of innovation. But all this 
M. Thugut knows as well as I do. 

With respect to head-quarters, it is necessary that I 
should mention to your Lordship, that Colonel Dookat is 
considered by the whole army as the man who gives the 
worst counsels to the Archduke. He is unquestionably 
an able man, but timid and cautious in the extreme, and 
a great time-server. Whether he gives timid counsels 
because he knows that such alone will please M. Thugut, 
or whether, being naturally of a timid character, he com- 
municates something of his own nature to M. Thugut, 
with whom he is directly or indirectly in correspondance, 
I cannot pretend to say, but certain it is that he does 
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great mischief at head-quarters, that he is odious to the 
whole army, and that his removal would be the greatest 
service you could reader the Archduke, and the common 
cause. I need not say, however, that it is essential, most 
essential^ that my opinion on this subject should not be 
known. Schmidt, Zag, and Weyrother are the men whom 
it would be desirable to see at the different head-quarteiis. 
Schmidt, I fear, will retire. 

Your Lordship will not fail to observe upon the calcu- 
lation I have given of the expence of the new levies, that 
Austria will not only receive from Great Britain (if M. 
Thugut obtains all he asks for) wherewithal to pay the 
full expence of the reinforcement she requires, but that 
she will obtain this reinforcement without any influence 
of ours over the Powei^s from whom it will be respectively 
obtained. It seems to me that this is a point which 
ought not to be lost sight of, and that Great Britain, 
in abandoning this influence, will have a right to stipu- 
late for other points that it may be convenient to her 
to ask. 

For instance, I consider some of the following as abso- 
lutely necessary, others as very essential ; — 

1. The power of recruiting the Swiss corps in Swabia ; 
the extent of the recruiting to be limited either by the 
proportional number of Germans in a regiment, or by the 
quantity of bounty-money to be given. 

2. That depots, quartei^s, &c., in time of war and of 
peace, be granted the same as to the Austrian troops. 

3. That a free passage be granted for Swiss recruits, 
through the Austrian dominions in Italy, and leave to 
embark in Austrian ports, particularly Genoa if ceded. 

4. That the Swiss regiments serving with the Austrian 
army be considered in all treaties of exchange of pri- 
soners, in every respect as Austrian soldiers, i. e. ex- 
changed as Austrians, and treated as such by the enemy, 
to which they have certainly as good a claim as the 
Piedmontese. This last point, in my mind, should be a 
sine qud non^ and always treated and considered as such. 
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In return Great Britain may safely engage to main- 
tain during the war, and employ with the Austrian 
army, eight battalions of excellent Swiss infantry, and to 
increase them to twelve if circumstances should permit, 
t. e, if Switzerland should be conquered. 

Your Lordship may inform M. de* Thugut that in spite 
of eveiy diflSculty, we shall now have six battalions of 
regular infantry of 920 men each ready to enter into 
service by the 15th March; and that I trust we shall 
have two battalions more by the first of April, provided 
he will have the goodness to give positive directions to 
the Austrian commanders in Italy to throw no obstacle 
in the way of M. de Courten's formation of a Yalaisan 
regiment, M. de Courten engaging to take no recruits 
but real Swiss, Yalaisans, and inhabitants of the Italian 
haillages. 

I wish your Lordship would have the goodness to 
make a point of what I here ask, as equally advantageous 
to the Austrians as to us. This regiment, or as many 
companies as shall be formed at the opening of the cam- 
paign, will be found of most material service to the 
imperial army in the Valais. 

Pray do not leave M. Thugut quiet till the letter shall 
have been written to General Melas. 

Having now written enough, and almost eveiything 
that is material, I shall give your Lordship a little rest, 
entreating you to believe me to be with the truest regard 
ever, my dear Lord, &c. 

Wm. Wickham. 

Right Hon. Lord Mmio. 

The Due (TEnghien to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) In the neighhourhood of Munich : 10th Xbre, 99. 

In taking advantage, Sir, of the permission you gave 
me to direct to you my letters for England, I cannot 
help speaking to you again of a matter which interests 
me deeply. You know. Sir, of what I spoke to you with 
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regard to myself some time ago at Landsberg, in the 
event of the corps of my grandfather returning to Russia ; 
but I fear I may not have made myself fiilly understood, 
and I ask pardon beforehand for the ennui which some 
details into which I am going to enter will give you ; I 
venture to hope that my letter and my wishes will not 
go beyond yourself. 

I have just received notice that the corps is to march 
to lintz, where it has orders to remain for a fortnight. 
It is doubtless possible that this term may be prolonged, 
and that we may again march forward in the spring, but 
•who also can foresee whether future pohtical events will 
not render necessary the withdrawal of the Russian 
troops within their own frontiers ? It is in this last case, 
Sir, that (deeply grieved at the prospect, at my age, with 
my health, and I may add, with the name I bear, of 
entering upon an inactive and obscure career), I should 
do my utmost to obtain from H.I.M. the Emperor of 
Russia a permission to continue, at least in my own 
person, to bear arms against the French republic. If 
H.I.M. were to deign to continue to me the pension he 
has deigned to grant me, I should be fortunate enough 
not to require any pecuniary assistance ; but in the event 
of his seeing fit to withdraw it, on account of my absence 
from his dominions, may I not be permitted to hope that 
your government would grant me an allowance, not in 
the nature of a pension, but as a purely militaiy pro- 
vision to depend on the duration of the war? for at the 
peace, if it is not sufficiently favourable to allow us to 
re-enter our country, it would be my duty to join my 
grandfather, to minister to his old age, and to make it 
as happy as it may be in my power to do. 

As no views of interest or ambition incite me to take 
this step, I have not yet reflected as to what rank or kind 
of service I might hold : in this scheme I have only con- 
sulted my zeal and my desire of continuing to serve 
against the traitors to my country, and a means of with- 
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drawing myself from the obscure life of a plain Colonel 
of Eussian dragoons in a cantonment in VoUiynia. 

No doubt it would be highly agreeable to me to serve 
with the new Swiss corps in the pay of England ; but 
should I again find myself a simple volunteer in the 
Austrian army, I should always be satisfied with what- 
ever place might be assigned to me, provided it enabled 
me to risk my person, and to endeavour to distinguish 
myself in the military career, a thing become impossible 
for the present in the corps of Conde, in which our rai- 
ments, already organised in so defective a manner, are 
moreover much too weak in men to be able to be of use 
in future, unless at least they should be recruited to the 
extent of three-fourths. 

I repeat my excuses. Sir, for the length of this letter ; 
the uniform favour you have always shown me makes me 
think that you take some interest in what concerns me, 
and I fear to try your patience longer. Never doubt, I 
beg of you, Sir, the sentiments of high consideration with 
which I am 

Your very humble and very affectionate Servant, 

L. A. H. DB BOURBOX. 

The Archduke Charles to Mr. Wickham. 

(Translation.) Head-quarters Donaueschingen : 22 December, 1799. 

Sir, — I have received the note which you have been 
good enough to address to me, respecting some suitable 
place for assembling and forming the three Swiss regi- 
ments. You may be well assured. Sir, that I shall always 
entertain with lively interest the measures which you may 
think proper to take, for carrying out the generous views 
of H. B. M., and increasing the resources and the forces 
of the common cause. I know, however, of nothing 
more appropriate to the present state of affairs, and the 
position which the army under my orders occupies, than 
the proposition you make, of having recourse in tliis 
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matter to the method of negotiation with some imperial 
town situated on the rear of my army. I can assure you, 
Sir, that far from putting any obstacle in the way, I will 
on the contrary support this step by my intervention at 
the town which may appear to you the most likely to 
answer your purpose. If you think for example that the 
town of Augsburg or some other town in that neighbour- 
hood, notwithstanding the numerous establishments . we 
already have in it, may combine the advantages which 
you desire, for my part I am ready to address myself to 
that town, so as to further the steps you may have 
ahready taken for that purpose. 

Major-General Baron de Hiller has informed me of the 
request which you had made to him, concerning the 
artillery which you might wish to draw from the Austrian 
arsenals. I cannot, Sir, make over to you these pieces 
of artillery, by taking them out of those supphed to my 
army, since their number is determined by the Council 
of War according to its wants. But I am going to apply 
to the Court as soon as possible on this subject ; and. Sir, 
I shall on this as on every other occasion, omit none of 
the measures which can prove to you my sincere desire, 
to facilitate as far as depends on me, the execution of the 
views with which your zeal for the good cause inspires you. 

Chakles, F. M. 

Mr. Wx. V^iCKHAK, Minister Plenipotentiary 
of H. B. M. to the Helvetic Body and the 
Grisons. 

Lord Minto to Mr. Wickham. 

Vienna : 24th Dec'., 1799. 

My dear Sir, — ^After the account I sent you last of the 
disposition of this Court concerning Kussian co-operation, 
I dare say that you will have felt the same uneasiness 
that I have done, since the Emperor of Bussia's last in- 
tention to leave his troops and take a part in the next 
campaign has been known ; for a refusal on the part of 
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Austria to accept his aid might be expected to produce 
at Petersburgh something still worse than neutrality. As 
soon as I learnt with certainty, from Baron Thugut and 
Mr. KaJitschow, this change in the Emperor of Bussia's 
intentions, I set about persuading Baron Thugut to recede 
from his resolution of rejecting the troops that are now 
offer'd, and to suggest some plan for the employment of 
Marshall Suwarow and his army, which might gratify him, 
and at the same time contribute to the success of the war. 
My endeavours on this occasion were proportioned to my 
opinion of its extreme importance ; and although I had 
little reason to flatter myself with success in my first con- 
ferences on this subject, I am happy to say that I have in 
the end obtained all that is really wanting, if there is any 
temper or moderation at Petersburgh. The outline of 
Baron Thugut's plan is that we should procure a sufficient 
number of German troops, by subsidies, to make the 
Eussian army under Suwarow about 45,000 strong. As 
he advises, or rather indeed requires, that the bulk of the 
Eussian cavalry should be sent back as useless and bur- 
thensome, we cannot reckon the effective force that will 
remain under Suwarow's command at more than 20,000. 
We should, therefore, have to provide 25,000 troops in 
Germany. You best know whether the whole of this is 
practicable ; but if it should prove otherwise, although 
the Emperor of Eussia thinks himself unable at present to 
spare more troops, I am persuaded that he may be pre- 
vailed upon to furnish the little deficiency I now allude 
to. Indeed, although B° Thugut is at this moment 
very firm in refusing any proportion of Austrian troops 
whatever to any army commanded by Suwarow, yet I do 
not despair of seeing that point carried also, at least to 
some small extent. To the application for an Austrian 
staff, he objects the mutual crimination and jealousy to 
which any mixture of Austrians and Eussians has hitherto 
been found to lead ; and he suggests the corps of Conde 
•^s affording a fund of good officers of all descriptions. 
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However, I consider this as a fit point also for further 
negotiation, and as pretty sure of being obtain'd. With 
regard to the employment of this army, he proposes that 
it should act altogether separately and independently ; 
and for that purpose he would allot the country beyond 
the Necker as the Marshall's sole province. The Eussian 
army would by this arrangement occupy the right of the 
Imperial army, and what we have been accustomed to 
call the Middle Khine ; that is to say, fi:om Manheim 
downwards. If the Marshall is successfiil and pushes his 
conquests forward on the Enemy, it may give him an 
opportunity of co-operation or of connexion through the 
Low Countries, with any operations which we may have it 
in contemplation to undertake by sea. The Austrian army 
on the left, though acting independently, will still sup- 
port essentially the Eussians, and will imdertake for that 
purpose to act vigorously on the upper Ehine, — I mean 
in the quarter of Basle, Huningue, &c. Such is the 
general notion of the plan which is to be submitted im- 
mediately to Suwarow ; and I am induced to encourage 
this intention on the following grounds : — ^First, there is 
no time for deliberation, and this is the only plan that is 
at present in our option. Austria can never be prevail'd 
upon to let the Marshall again into Italy. The Eussian 
troops have been already proved unfit for the war in 
Swisserland; if they were not, that is an object, the 
success of which must depend on the hearty and constant 
co-operation of Austria, and if we have learnt anything by 
the misfortunes of the last campaign, it must be to 
avoid a situation in which success depends on a cordial 
concert between those two nations. The last intimation 
I have of His Majesty's wishes is that the Emperor should 
suggest the mode which he judges most advantageous for 
the employment of the army intended for Suwarow, and 
it seems, therefore, agreeable to the general sense of our 
Government that we should support the plan which is 
adopted here. This particular plan seems also to fall in 
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with what we know of the original ideas entertained in 
England concerning the employment of the Eussians, as 
you may remember Mayence was the point for which 
they were at first destined. Under this conviction it is 
my present intention (if any interposition on the part of 
England is found necessary or adviseable) to go to Prague 
and endeavour to reconcile Marshall Suwarow to this plan, 
being certain of its adoption at Fetersburgh if it is ap- 
proved by him, and so vice versd. It was our first 
intention here to beg you to undertake this service, and 
for that purpose to pass a few days with us at Vienna 
before you should go to Prague ; but on reflexion I am 
satisfied that you will think it more urgent to set about 
procuring the troops without a moment's delay, for there 
is other4e a great risk of the spring comiBg round and 
finding us unprepared. This is a moment in which both 
you and I must take something on ourselves, for there is 
a great probability of our intercourse with England being 
suspended or much interrupted by the season. I must, 
therefore, mention an observation or two which B" 
Thugut wish'd me to submit to you, on the supp()sition 
of your beginning immediately to treat for troops. First, 
he wishes you not to take any from Swabia, but to leave 
that field to the Emperor. With regard to Bavaria, he 
seem'd at first to desire that the contingent (of 3,000) 
should be fiimish'd to the Imperial army, and that you 
should contract only for any surplus which the Elector 
could furnish. But I represented that the surplus would 
be very small ; that it was of great moment to make up 
an army for Suwarow ; and that our principal reliance 
was on Bavaria. I therefore suggested that although 
he refused Austrian troops, he might very properly 
consent to let the contingent of Bavaria serve with the 
Russians, and thus agree to your obtaining the greatest 
number possible from that Prince. To this I understand 
liim to have assented. He says that the Elector will 
ifler you a large number ; but that in fact you will not 
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realize more than 8,000. B° Thugiit claims 6,000 troops 
from the Duke of Wirtemberg ; but on representation 
that they could not be rais'd without our assistance, and 
that he would in fact deprive the cause of that force by 
persisting in his claim, he seems disposed also to concede 
that point ; though I cannot yet speak so positively to it as 
to the former. He says you may obtain 3,000 from Hesse 
Darmstadt, 2,000 from the Bishop of Wurtzburg, the 
same number from the Elector of Mayence ; and if the 
Landgrave of Hesse Cassel is assured of our Eusso-German 
•army acting in the quarter now proposed for it, in such a 
manner as to ensure support to his country, he is able 
and disposed to give you at least 10,000 good troops. 
The Swiss levies are not included in this computation, 
and they must probably be employed in the more imme- 
diate affairs of their own country, but my former notion 
is, if you can realize a corps of 5,000 Swiss, to negotiate 
for 5,000 Austrians in exchange for them, to be employed 
with Suwarow. In truth, looking forward to the prospect 
which I think now opening of better temper and more 
true cordiality amongst us than heretofore, I flatter 
myself with the hopes of seeing such subordinate objects 
as these granted on all hands with little difficulty. I 
may flatt/Cr myself with a real progress in the disposition 
which I have studied every means of promoting here 
towards a better understanding with us. I wish to 
encourage the same disposition towards Eussia, and I 
do not despair of success. To qualify myself for doing 
good of any kind, I have in the first place aim'd at esta- 
blishing in the mind of B*" Thugut a personal confidence 
in my own views and dispositions towards Austria, and 
in the sincerity of my communications with him. I 
appear to have succeeded entirely in this first step, and 
I really hope to derive from it some advantage to the 
publick service. Mr. Casamajor was to have carried Sir 
Charles Whitworth's dispatches forward to you, but as 
he had nothing very material to communicate, beyond the 
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contents of the dispatches, I have persuaded him to save 
himself the fatigue of another journey, and to remain here 
until your answers arrive. 

I wrote last night, by a Bussian messenger, to Sir 
Charles, to relieve him from the apprehension of the 
Eussian troops heing rejected, and to acquaint him with 
the outline of the plan which I have just described to 
you. I write by messenger to-morrow to London, to 
acquaint Lord Grenville with the purport of this letter. 

I expect the return of my servant from you every 
moment, and beg you to beheve me ever, my dear Sir, 
most faithfully and affect' yours, 

MlNTO. 

Will"*. Wickhax, Esq., &c., &c., &c. 

P.S. — U Minto was at Yarmouth the 1"* of this month, 
but is, I presume, detain'd by the easterly winds. 

P.S. — I have this moment rec* accounts from Consul 
Stanley at Trieste, that Malta has surrender'd to the 
English and Portuguese. He says this news was brought 
to Venice by an express from Naples. No particulars as 
to capitulation. I wish it may be true, but consular news 
always deserve quarantine especially from the Levant. 



(No. 53.) Mr. Wickham to Lord Grenville. 

(Copy.) 
(Moat secret and confidential.) Augsburg: 25th Dec'., 1799. 

My Lord — Having submitted to the Court of Vienna, 
through Lord Minto, General Kchegru's plan for raising 
a corps of conscripts as communicated to your Lordship 
in my No. 48, 1 am sorry to learn from his Lordship that 
M. de Thugut wholly disapproves of it for reasons which 
I had foreseen would probably produce that effect, and 
which your Lordship will find explained in the enclosed 
extract of Lord Minto's dispatch. 

I could much have widied that M. de Thugut had 
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weighed the arguments in favour of this plan with as 
much care and impartiality as those against it, being 
confident from better and later information that it would 
have met with fiill success, and been attended with few 
or none of the inconveniences foreseen at Vienna. 

The Archduke would have secretly favoured it, though 
H.RH. would not willingly have given it any direct 
encouragement without the consent of his Court. 

But whatever the advantages of the plan, even sup- 
posing it to receive H.R.H.'s full support and protection, 
I am confident that it had better be abandoned altogether 
than that any risk should be incurred at this moment of 
giving offence or jealousy to the Austrian Minister, either 
by insisting on its being adopted with too much earnest- 
ness, or attempting to carry it intx) execution under the 
authority of the Archduke alone. 

I have therefore given directions for putting a stop to 
the whole, excepting a small corps of light artillery which 
General Pichegru principally wishes to have at his dis- 
position, and a corps of officers who in a limited number 
may be assembled and kept together against the moment 
of action, as staff officers attached to the Swiss army. 
The light artillery also may fairly be considered under 
the same point of view. 

This project having failed, it has become necessary to 
direct the attention of the persons who were concerned in 
it to the means of supplying, as far as possible and in 
some other shape, all the different advantages it pre- 
sented, and measures have already been taken to that 
effect, which, if I may judge from what has happened in 
other quarters, promise to be attended with full success. 

That your Lordship may the better understand the 
state of the interior of France along the eastern frontier, 
I will mention at length the steps that have been taken 
to revive the Royalist party, which though discouraged 
and kept down, had never been totally suppressed or 
broken. 

VOL. II. • D D 
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Prom the moment of the receipt of your Lordship's 
dispatch of July 30, No. 3, I had left nothing undone 
to re-establish my ancient correspondance wim Lyons, 
Franche Compt^, and the southern provinces, which the 
situation of the hostile armies had rendered infinitely 
more dangerous and difficult than when Switzerland was 
a neutral country. I had, however, by the assistance of 
General Pichegru, and Messrs. de Prefy and Dandr^ and 
the obliging attention of the Archduke, so far succeeded 
as that a regular correspondance was established with 
Lyons, Marseilles, Besan9on, and Paris, when the unfor- 
tunate affair of Zurich destroyed all our channels of 
communication, and obliged us to seek new means of 
carrying it on. Since my arrival here this object has 
been effectually accomplished, and though the Bhine 
often causes considerable delay, and renders the passage 
of individuals difficult, yet letters arrive a little sooner or 
a little later with the same regularity as in a neutral 
country, and as the greater part of the correspondance is 
communicated to the Archduke, H.RH. gives every pos- 
sible &cility to my agents, and I have the satisfaction of 
observing that since he has received these communica- 
tions, he has taken an interest in the affairs of the Boyal- 
ists, and expressed an anxiety to render them service, 
which I never witnessed before in H.R.H., or any Austrian 
officer. 

Li the south of France the attention of the persons 
employed has been principally directed to the encou- 
raging desertion in the Italian army, and to the receiving 
the deserters, and forming them into companies dispersed 
throughout the country, ready to be united, as soon as 
circumstances shall make it advisable either to excite a 
general insurrection, or for a large body to appear in 
arms with a general at their head. 

General Willot, who is to take the direction and com- 
mand of the whole, will leave this place for Turin in the 
b^inning of February, and after having made all the 
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necessary arralagements for keeping up a correspondance 
vnth the Austrian generals in Piedmont (to whom he 
will have the strongest recommendations from the Arch- 
duke), he purposes being at Marseilles about the 1st of 
March, and ready to declare himself on or about the 15th 
or 20th of that month. In the meantime we are sending 
fh)m hence several confidential officers one by one, who 
are to take the command of the different parties already 
formed and that are daily forming in the mountains of 
Provence, and keep them together until the General's 
arrival. 

General Willot will be accompanied by M. Dandr^, 
who has shown uncommon zeal, inteUigence, and activity 
in preparing these materials at so short a notice, and 
after all communication with the interior had been for a 
time so thoroughly deranged. 

On the side of Lyons measures of the same kind are 
taking, though to a less extent, and hitherto with less 
eff^ect, owing in part to the extreme jealousy entertained 
of that place by th6 Government, but stiU more to a 
number of indiscreet emigrants, who have estabhshed 
themselves there with missions, or pretended missions, 
from the King, and who by their intrigues and indis- 
cretion have defeated everytliing that had been concerted 
from hence. But an officer of rank, with superior autho- 
rity, having now been sent there, I have every reason to 
hope that much of this mischief may be prevented in 
future, and that whenever General Willot shall be ready 
to declare himself, he will meet with powerful protection 
and assistance from that side of the country. 

On account of the extreme jealousy entertained of the 
town of Lyons by the KepubUcans, and the constant 
attention paid by them to everything that passes there, it 
has been thought expedient to remove the point where 
operations are to commence as far as possible from the 
town, and to establish it in the mountains of Yivarais 
towards Mende, where all the deserters and conscripts 

D D 2 
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who are collected at Lyons are to be sent. This point 
will be supported by a party now forming in the Forest 
to the south of Moulins acting under the same direction. 
M. de Pre9y will take the command of the whole as soon 
as a sufficient force shall have been collected to justify his 
risking such a measure. 

On the side of Franche Compt^ it has been found 
hitherto impossible to make any progress. The unfor- 
tunate affair of Zurich, followed by the arrival of Buona- 
parte, and the subsequent events at Paris, had made such 
an impression on that frontier, that all the agents had 
absconded, together with many of the inhabitants who 
had promised assistance to General Pichegru, and all the 
channels of correspondance had been entirely destroyed. 
Besides, the whole country is occupied by the republican 
army, and as it is crossed by great roads in every 
direction, even in the most mountainous parts, the esta- 
blishing or forming any parties there had been found 
impossible from the beginning. This was the principal 
reason for adopting the plan above mentioned of forming 
a corps behind the Austrian army, and the only means 
that have occurred of suppljdng the want of this plan 
are those which have been employed with so much success 
in the south, viz., encouraging deserters as much as pos- 
sible, and collecting the conscripts and deserters in small 
parties at a distance from the army. 

The points chosen are Savoy and the Vosges, and 
proper officers are to set out immediately to take the 
direction of the different parties that can be formed on 
those points. 

It is scarcely possible, however, unless some unforeseen 
event should happen, that these measures should take 
effect in time to support General Willot so early as the 
month of March, nor has General Pichegru any hope of 
doing anything before the Archduke shall have com- 
menced his operations with success. 

General Willot has expressed a wish that he may re- 
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ceive every possible assistance from his Majesty's fleet in 
the Mediterranean, particularly arms and ammunition, 
and for that purpose he is now preparing a memoire, 
describing the different points at which descents may be 
effected with the greatest security, according to the nature 
and extent of the assistance meant to be conveyed to the 
insurgents, pointing out the objects which will be most 
wanted, and containing signals and other means of distin- 
guishing the Eoyahsts from their enemies, which I shall 
take the hberty of transmitting to the commander of his 
Majesty's fleet, that he may be able to make immediate 
use of it, in case his Majesty should thmk proper to give 
any directions to that effect. 

I am not without hopes that circumstances may arise 
early in the campaign which may make it possible for 
the Swiss troops alone to penetrate in a point where they 
may afford essential assistance and protection to the 
Eoyahsts, in which case it would be very material that 
Monsieur should be in a situation to place himself at 
their head, and that H.R.H. from the beginning of the 
campaign should hold himself in readiness to set out at a 
moment's warning. 

Generals Pichegru and WiUot are equally desirous that 
a member of the Eoyal Family should take the command of 
the Eoyahsts in the southern provinces, and that Monsieur 
should be the Prince appointed for that purpose. 

With respect to the proclamation which it would be 
expedient for the Alhes to make on entering the French 
territory, those officers are of opinion that it is not neces- 
sary (though it would be certainly desirable) to speak of 
the King and the restoration of monarchy in the first 
instance^ provided they are authorized to assure Uieir 
adherents that the moment any one province or any 
considerable extent of territory shall be entrusted in the 
hands of a royalist army, and a Prince of the blood at 
its head, the AlHes will treat with that Prince as making 



406 COKRESPONDENCE OF THE [1799 

a part of the monarchy, and will then direcdy acknow- 
ledge the lawful king. 

They desire that the proclamation (distinctly re- 
nouncing all views of conquest) may declare the inten- 
tions of the Allies on entering the French territory to be 
no other than to secure themselves against the unjust 
aggression of an ambitious and turbulent government^ 
to give peace to Europe, and to the people of France the 
means of declaring their real sentiments with respect to 
the present usurpers. They further desire that the pro- 
clamation should hold out offers of protection to all the 
well disposed inhabitants, and that it should be solenmly 
renewed on the acquisition of every frontier town, with 
an additional declaration that that particular place is 
taken possession of and would be kept only till the peace, 
as a security against hostile invasion, and as the means of 
compelling the present government to abandon its ambi- 
tious projects, and to leave the rest of Europe, and par- 
ticularly the German Empire, in peace. Most fortimately 
there is httle or nothing in this proclamation to which 
M. Thugut now objects, and if I might venture to give 
an opinion, I should not hesitate to say, that it is more 
hkely to produce the effect desired before a French pro- 
vince be conquered than an open declaration in favour of 
royalty, which will always have more or less the appear- 
ance of dictating to France the form of government she 
is to adopt. 

I have given your Lordship only a summary account 
of the state of affairs here, presuming that it would 
be sufficient for your Lordship to be informed gene- 
rally of what assistance and co-operation might be 
expected by the Eoyalists in the west, and by the Allies 
from the efforts that can be made in the interior of France 
on the eastern frontier. I trast your Lordship will be 
persuaded that nothing has been neglected, and that 
everything has been done that the shortness of the time, 
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and the various obstacles, defeats, and disappointments 
we have met with could possibly admit of. 

With respect to the expenses attending the execution 
of these different projects, it is impossible to reduce it to 
anything like a certainty ; all that I have been able to do 
is to give a maximum which is in no case to be exceeded} 
and which your Lordship wUl find in my No. 51. 

It is necessary, however, that your Lordship should 
have the goodness to point to me from what fund it is to 
be taken. There seems no objection to the expense 
incurred here for the formation of corps and the su^ort 
of officers being taken from the Swiss fund, as the two 
services are so intimately connected, nor to lieutenant- 
Colonel Bamsay in his quality of his Majesty's Military 
Commissary for the levy of the Swiss corps paying the 
expenses of the regular corps formed on the French 
territory, or to his paying the subsidy or other pecuniary 
assistance to be given to a French Prince or general at 
the head of an armed royalist party acting in the name of 
the King and in concert with the generals of the Alhes as 
soon as the frontier shall be open and a communication 
established. 

Till then it should seem that all expenses incurred in 
the interior must He paid from secret service money, and 
I shall make provision to that effect unless your Lordship 
should send me instructions to the contrary. 

No events of any consequence have taken place in this 
country since my last. The French army still threatens 
a passage of the Bhine ; an event to be desired were it 
not that even a temporary occupation of Swabia would 
deprive the Archduke of some of his best resources for 
the ensuing campaign. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bamsay has been indefiatigably em- 
ployed in the formation of the Swiss corps. I trust that 
in the course of a few days we shall be able to send your 
Lordship a satisfactory account of our past labours. In 
the mean time, I can say with confidence, that at the 
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opening of the campaign his Majesty will be in possession 
of a body of 5,400 as fine infantry as any in Europe, 
maintained at a very moderate expense, as the whole 
fourteen battalions to which it is proposed to cany the 
troops, including the staff officers, conmaissariat, recruiting 
service, &c., &c., will not reach the sum originally pro- 
posed of 30,000/. a month, and yet considerable assistance 
is given to the magistrates and other principal inhabitants 
who have been forced to fly the country, and to many 
others who still remain there ; com is given to the dis- 
tressed inhabitants of the little Cantons, and officers and 
men of the regular regiments are equally attached to the 
service, and satisfied with their condition. 



Mr. Wickham to Lord Minto. 

(Draft.) Augsburg : DeC. 28th, 1799. 

.... To resume the subject of your Lordship's dis- 
patch : firsts I confess, notwithstanding the great addition 
of force which the Allies will receive fi"om the return of 
the Eussian army, that I have not seen this measure with- 
out pain and apprehension. 

Considering the war alone, without any reference to 
political objects^ of the nature and value of which his 
Majesty alone can determine, I am satisfied that the 
Austrians would have had a force sufficient to beat the 
enemy on every point, and therefore I cannot persuade 
myself that 20,000 men more (the number of Russians 
which your Lordship supposes M. de Suworow to retain) 
will be an adequate compensation to Great Britain, either 
for the immense additional expense their return, in the 
shape of an arrny^ will occasion, or that they will at all 
counterbalance the advantage that would have accrued to 
the cause of the Allies in general, in point of secrecy, 
promptitude, and wise and able combination from their 
whole force on this side being placed under one com- 
mand and one direction. 
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Secondly. It is now admitted on all hands that the 
Eussian army is incompetent to act by itself against the 
French, and we cannot, I fear, indulge a hope that the 
addition of any given number of German troops, subjects 
of different Princes and States, the greater part new levies, 
carrying with them no general system of their own, can 
contribute any part of what is wanting to enable the 
Eussians to undertake the conduct of a campaign 
throughout its various complicated and extensive depart- 
ments, all of which must be well conducted, or no great 
and permanent good can be hoped for. I am so per- 
suaded of this truth that nothing can ever induce me to 
place the smallest confidence in an army so composed, or 
remove my fear that soon after the opening of the cam- 
paign, it would meet with some serious and irreparable 
disaster, the consequence of which would probably be the 
retreat of the Archduke, whose force, as your Lordship 
will recollect, will be diminished by the whole of the 
German levies which M. Thugut proposes to transfer to 
the Eussians, and his right consequently uncovered by 
any army capable of stopping the progress of a victorious 
enemy. 

Thirdly. Under Marshall Suworow, in his present state 
of existence, I mean, surrounded by the persons at present 
attached to him who are unfortunately his nearest rela- 
tions, I am firmly persuaded that no effectual reform can 
be effected in the Eussian army by any possible means. 

Your Lordship may be persuaded that my opinion on 
these two last points is not founded on Austrian prejudice, 
but is the result of information collected from various 
quarters, and the natural inference drawn from facts, 
many of which have happened within my own observa- 
tion and under my own eyes, and from the repeated ad- 
mission of M. de Suworow himself, that a Eussian army 
supported only by German levies is not competent to 
make war against France. 

Fourthly. To enable M. de Suworow to act with effect 
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on the point to which he is now destined, it is necessary 
that he should pass the Ehine in its broadest part in the 
face of an enemy ; an operation to which, without very 
considerable assistance of many kinds from the Aostiian 
army, he will be totally incompetent. 

When he shall have passed the Bhine, unless he means 
to remain with his back to the river in the plain of the 
Palatinate (not above six or seven miles broad), he will 
find himself engaged in a mountainous country, of which 
the French have the most accurate knowledge, and know 
by experience the nature and value of every one of its 
positions. I think I shall not be contradicted by military 
men when I say that the Hundsruck is to the fiill as diffi- 
cult a country for a Eussian army as that part of Switzer- 
land in which M. de Suworow would have been engaged 
had he made his attack from the side of Germany. 

The conclusions I mean to draw from the above obser- 
vations are these : — 1. If M. de Suworow remains in the 
command of the army, it is a matter of necessity ^ not of 
choice, that his staff should be Austrian, that his maga- 
zines, pontoons, &c. &c. should be furnished by the 
Austrians, and that a large proportion of his army should 
be Austrian also, and that the German levies should be 
given to the Archduke in exchange for the reinforcement 
he should send to M. de Suworow. 

2. That if by any possible means the nephews of M. de 
Suworow could be taken from the Eussian army, and 
proper persons placed about the Marshall, the greatest 
advantage would result to the operations of the campaign, 
and to the interests of the common cause. 

3. If these arrangements cannot be made, and if poli- 
tical reasons render it expedient (notwithstanding all the 
evident disadvantages and danger, and the enormous ex- 
penses attending such a measure) to form a force on the 
Middle Ehine, composed of Eussians and German levies, 
means must be found of employing it in such a way as to 

ccupy the greatest possible force of the enemy, and to 
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Uneaten the greatest extent of the French frontier pos- 
sible, Mrithout committing the safety or reputation of the 
army. 

How this is best to be done, must be left to miUtary 
men to determine, but I believe that 1 am not mistaken 
in the principle I have laid down. 

I cannot, however, disguise from your Lordship my fear 
not only that M. de Suworow will not submit to be em- 
ployed in that manner, but that he will not act at all with 
an army of the force in question, nor with anjrthing less 
than 70,000 or 80,000 men on any point whatever. So 
that after reasoning so long in vain, we must return at 
last to the point I have more than once ventured to lay 
down in other dispatches, viz., either that M. de Suworow 
must retire, or that he must have an Austro-Bussian 
army. I cannot help adding my own most earnest hope 
and prayer that he may retire, and that by the joint 
efforts of your Lordship and Sir Charles Whitworth, you 
may obtain yom: 20,000 men without the General. 

An acquisition of this sort could not be paid too 
dear, and if anything human can in any case be consi- 
dered as certain, you might then indeed consider the 
success of this campaign as already determined. 

Prince* Alexia Gortschakoff to Mr. Wickham, 

(Translation.) 

Su-,— The Prince Generahssimo, having had the pleasure 
of securing Lord Minto for some days at Prague, and 
having conferred with him on all the articles important 
to keep in view for the opening of the approaching cam- 
paign, was very sorry that your presence, so necessary at 
this interesting moment, was wanting to determine finally 

* Memorandum endorsed on rinyitation du Feldt Maiechal, 

this letter by Mr. Wickham. ' Le arrive un courier ayec la nouvelle 

lendemain matin du jour que je de son depart subit de cette ville 

re^us cette lettre, au moment m§me pour St. Petersbouig.' 
que je partois pour Prague sur 
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the propositions under discussion; he, therefore, com- 
mands me to send you this express with all speed, to beg 
you as a favour to come to Prague before going to Vienna. 
You are certainly aware of the views of the General- 
issimo, and we are fully persuaded of the zeal which you 
display for the common cause, we are sure that you will 
not refuse us this visit, of such importance to the general 
good. I give you no particulars of all which is in ques- 
tion at this moment, as Lord Minto tells me he has written 
to you of everything at length. I reserve to myself the 
satisfaction of repeating to you by word of mouth how 
happy I should consider myself in contributing to the 
common cause, and how sincere is the assurance of the 
most distinguished consideration with which I have the 
honour to be, Sir, your very humble and very obedient 
servant, 

Alexis Prince de Gortschakopp. 

PWig^e : 28 December 1799, 
7 Januaiy 1800. 
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1797. 
Mons, Irnbert'Colomta to the Due de la Vauguyon (p. 1). 

(Copy.) 

C'BSxavecbeaucoup de peine que je me determine a vousrendre 
compte d'une conversation que j'ai eue avec Mr. Wickham, et 
qui m'a navre le coeur, mais je crois que je le dois aux inter^ts 
de Sa Majeste. Apr^ m'avoir fait lire un article du Journal 
GenSral de France du 10 deer'* 1 7965 aux nouyeiles etrang^res, 
qui est une diatribe contre les Puissances Etrang^res, il m'a 
ajout^ ayec sensibility : ' Si des personnes d'un rang sup^rieur 
n'ayaient pas COD9U et manifesto de telles id^es, ce journaliste 
royaliste ne s'exprimerait pas ainsi. Mon Gouvernement m'a 
fait quitter une place important^ pour m'envoyer ici, parce 
qu'on savait quels etaient mes principes, et qu'etant connu de 
z^les partisans du Roi, on devait esperer que j'obtiendrais une 
confiance entidre dans ma mission. Mais depuis longtemsje 
m'aperpois du contraire. On croit plus volontiers ce que rap- 
portent des agents subalternes, que ce que dit un galant homme 
qui n'a pour guide que Thonneur, C'est ce qui m'a engage k 
solliciter mon rappel, ce que je fais encore plus vivement que 
jamais. J'ai nombre de preuves des soup9ons qu'on jette sur 
ma Cour, et consequemment sur moi. On a pousse la chose 
jusqua' affirmer dans le journal le plus royaliste — La Quotidi- 
enne — que M. Pitt etait complice de I'assassinat du Eoi. 
L'arm^e de Gonde et la France enti^re retentissent de cla- 
meurs de cette esp^ce. Vous savez que je n'ai jamais rien eu 
de cach£ pour vous. Je vous ai toujours fait part de mes 
craintes comme de mes esp^rances. Ma franchise et ma loyaute 
ne meritaient pas un pareil retour.' Mr. Wickham m'a com- 
munique aussi, deux Lettres interceptees par Buonaparte et 
inserees dans la SentineUe, n^ 540, du 1 9 dec'* 1 796. II a ^te 
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bien ^onne de voir qu'on confiait a la Poste dee Lettres qui 
s'ezpliqueDt auflsi clairement et sans chiffre, d'autant ploa qo*il 
est de notoriety pablique que les Lettres poar G^Bes sont de- 
cacfaet^es eB passant k Milan ; et oe n'est pas la premise fois 
que Mr. Wickham a en connaissanoe par d^autres Toies de pareila 
accidents. II est certain. Monsieur, que des d&^ouyertes de oette 
espdce donnent de tenribles armes an Directoire, et font re- 
doubler la surveillance de Tint^rieur, ce qui rend le travail de 
plus en plus difficile et perilleuz. J^ai combattn aatant qu'il 
m'a ^t^ possible les impressions de Mr. Wickbam, mats je ne 
I'ai pas dissuade. Cependant, comme je rends justice k son 
caract^re, je suis trds-certaiu qu'il agira comme par le paase. 
Dieu veuille qu'il ne soit pas rappelle comme il le desire I 

Mr. Wickham to Oeneral Piehegru (p. 4). 

(Draft) Jm. 1797. 

Je vous ai envoys par Coco [Badouville] 2,000 Louis. Yoos 
en aurez davantage si vous le souhaitez. Je voua demande 
seulement de me faire sgavoir la nature de Temploie que vous 
en voulez faire, sans entrer en trop de details. Le Major 
[Bousiilon] a qui du reste je n'ai rien dit encore, sera notre 
interm^diaire pour faire passer notre oorrespondance et nos 
fonds (il est moins suspect qu'un autre), toujours bien entendu 
que vous avez en lui la mSme confiance que moL 

Note 8ur Piehegru (p. 4). 

Piehegru est n6 k Arbois ; il est fils d'un pauvre vigneron. 
Ayant montre dans son enfance des dispositions pour T^tude, 
plusieurs personnes sMnteress^rent k lui et lui firent £Etire ses 
classes. Elles lui facilit^rent ensuite le moyen d'entrer comme 
novice chez les Minimes d'Arbois, d'od il fut envoys k P^cole 
militaire ^tablie chez les Minimes de Brienne, pour professer 
les math^matiques. Ensuite, s*^tant d^oiit^ de cet ^tat, il 
s'engagea dans TArtillerie, oit ses connoissances en math^ma- 
tiques le firent Clever au grade de Sergent-Major, puis k celui 
de Lieutenant en troisi^me, qu'il venoit d'obtenir a I'^poque de 
la revolution. 

Piehegru a toujours t^moign^ de la reconnoissance k ses 
bienfiEtiteurs. II ^toit fort aim^ de feu Monsr. Demont, anden 
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Gapitaine Commandant au regiment d'Enghien, chez qui il 
^toit habituellement dans ses semestres. 

II est age d'environ 40 ans, et beaucoup mienz ^lev^ que sa 
naissance ne sembleroit Tannoncer. Depuis son Elevation au 
Gen^ralat il a pass^ k Arbois, et s'y est fort bien conduit envers 
tons les honnfites gens qui lui avoient rendu service. II a mSme 
employ^ son credit pour emp^cher que le district, alors Jacobin, 
n'en vezat plusieurs. Jamais il ne s*est montr^ enrage ; et 
peut-£tre eiit-il ^t^ facile dans le temps d^en tirer parti ; du moins 
bien des choses qu'il a dit en confidence pouvoient Pannoncer. 

Picfaegru n'a plus & Arbois qu'une sceur nomm^ Toinette, 
qui au troisi^me enfeint qu'elle avoit fait, etant fiUe, a 6t6 
nourrice domestique chez Mr. Doussi^re, Conseiller honoraire 
au parlement de Metz, k Arbois ; elle est marine aujourd'hui k 
un pauvre manoeuvre d'Arbois. Picfaegru lui a donn6 des 
secours, ainsi qu'a une fiUe qui avoit 6t6 sa maitresse, et dont il 
avoit eu un enfant 

On pent dire que, sauf qu'il sert une detestable cause, Picfaegru, 
par ses talents, sa conduite, et son faumanit^, merite d'etre dis- 
tingue des mis^rables polissons qui ont fiut une fortune momen- 
tan^e sous les Brapeauz Tricolores. 

Son premier avancement dans le Militaire r^volutionnaire, fut 
d'etre Commandant d'un Bataillon de Volontaires, qui fut sta- 
tionnS pendant quelques mois en quatrevingt-douze dans le 
Baillage de Pontarlier. 

Picfaegru logeoit k Jougne cfaez le Citoyen Vincent, faonn6te 
homme de ce pays-I& et Colonel de la garde Nationale de ce 
Canton, que j'ai eu faier au soir k souper et coucfaer cfaez moi, 
revenant de la foire de Merges. Nous b^mes k la sant^ du 
G^n^ral Picfaegru, que nous avons toujours connu Pun et Fautre 
comme meritant Testime des faonnStes gens auxquels il osoit 
Gonfier ses sentimens et sa fa9on de penser d'alors. 

The Prince de CondS to Mr. Wickham (p. 8). 
(Extract) A Miillieim, ce 9 firmer 1797. 

Je suis trds-reconnoissant. Monsieur, de la marque de confiance 
que vous me donnez, de me communiquer la lettre que vous 
avez ecrite a Baptiste [Picfaegru] ; elle est assurement bien 
propre k lever tons ses doutes, s'il lui en reste encore; 
quant k la m^fiance dont vous vous plaignez, loin de prendre 
pour moi, un reprocfae que j'aurois si peu m^rit^ par la fran- 
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chise, la loyaute, la confiance que je vous ai temoign^ ea tonte 
occasion, je vous rappellerai, (et vous avez pu le voir et le savoir) 
qu'il n'y a rien au monde que je n'aye fait pour la vaincre, cette 
mefiance, je crois qu'elle n'existe pas, au pointy oil vous la sup- 
posez, mais vous devez sentir que je ne puis repondre que de 
moi-meme; 11 seroit done parfaitement injuste, (et je ne vous 
en soup9onne pas,) de me savoir mauvais gre des inquietudes de 
quelques particuliers, et de ne pas rendre justice a la dSlicatesse 
de ma position, comme a celle de mes sentiments ; un Ministre 
^claire comme vous^ doit sentir Tune, un homme honuete, comme 
V0U8, et qui me connoit, ne me soup9onne surement pas, de 
manquer a Tautre. 

J'ai ete assez heureux, pour que mon idee se rencontrat avec 
la votre ; je n'ai cesse de demander a Baptiste [Pichegru], et je le 
lui demande encore tout recemment, par celui qui vous a parle, 
de m'envoyer un homme a luy^ avec qui je pusse causer directe- 
ment, et sans intermediaire a noxis ; c'est le seul moyen de 
faire cesser les mefiances reciproques, les indiscretions, ]es 
leg^retes qu'on se permet peut-Stre, et par lesquelles je peuz me 
trouver compromis, sans y avoir donne lieu ; c'est ce qui m'eut 
fait desirer, je vous Tavoue, que Coco [Badouville] dans son 
voyage, f&t venu jusqu'a moi ; et si cette occasion se represente, 
comme je I'esp^re d'apr^ ce que nous avons fait dire, vous et 
moi, je vous demande avec instance de m'amener I'homme, ou 
de me Tenvoyer, attendu que si mon Corps entre pour quelque 
chose dans les projets, il est de toute necessite, que j'en sois 
instruit d'avance, pour pouvoir juger les bases, promettre I'exe- 
cution, et preparer les moyens. 

C'est avec beaucoup de peine, que j'apprens de vous, que vous 
avez demande votre rappel, je vous aurois cru plus attache a 
finir une besogne que vous aviez si bien commencee, et dent le 
succes vous eut immortalise ; mais j'esp^re bien que votre Gou- 
vernement vous servira mieux, que vous ne vous servez vous- 
mSme, qu'il sentira qu'il n'y a que vous, qui puissiez amener a 
une heureuse fin, cette importante affaire, dont depend le salut 
de I'Europe, et dont vous tenez dans votre main tous les fils ; 
souvenez-vous done de ce que vous m'avez dit vous-mfeme, sur le 
degout que m'inspiroient toutes les contrarietes, que nous 
^prouvions ; vous avez consolide mon courage, par ce seul mot; 
notre weti-er seroit trop aisey si tout cUlmt tout seul; et vous 
vons decourageriez I . . . non, je ne puis le croire ; il est trop 



APPENDIX. 417 

beaa, de servir 4 la fois, son pays, la justice, et le malheur, pour 
se priver soy-m^me de cette honorable fonction, la plus douce 
des jouissances, d'une ame forte, d'un cceur sensible, et d'un 
esprit eclair^ 

Loms-JOSEFH DE BOUBBON. 



The Prince de CondS to Mr. Wickham (p. 12). 

A Miilheim, ce 28 f^vrier 1797. 

J'ai re^u bier au soir. Monsieur, une lettre de la Marquise 
[King Louis XVIII.] qui yraisemblablement ne savoit pas 
encore tout ce qui s'est pass^, car elle ni ses amis ne m'en disent 
pas un mot; cette lettre est cependant du 14; on s'attend, dans 
le lieu qu'elle habite, k une insurrection tr^-prochaine dans sa 
patrie, et surtout dans le chef-lieu; en consequence, on me recom- 
mande, de tout faire pour que la JUariie [General Moreau] 
8oit prite a ae dSdarer, et a faire diclarer aa fwmille ; comme 
je n'ai aucune connexion avec cette Marine [General Moreau], 
comme j'ignore mSme oti elle est actuellement, il n'y a que 
vous qui puissiez me procurer un ami commun, et lea vuyyena 
indispensables, pour arriver jusqu*!^ elle ; on m'envoye d'ailleurs 
toutes les promesses qu'il faut, pour la determiner, et de ce cot^ 
\k toute la famille n'aura rien k d^rer ; je vous prie done, 
Monsieur, de me mander tout de auite ce que vous pouvez faire, 
et dans le cas, oil, comme je me plais k I'esp^rer, vous voudriez 
bien vous charger dea moyena, de m'envoyer cet ami commun, 
qui puisse aller trouver la Mari^ [General Moreau], et lui 
remettre ce dont je suis charg^ pour elle ; comme j'ai mand^ k 
la Marquise [King Louis XVIII.], que je ne pouvois faire ce 
qu'elle desire, que par vouaj je vous demande avec instance, 
pour que je ne puisse pas 6tre accus^ de negligence, de ne pas 
perdre un moment, 4 me faire une r^ponse, dont je puisse 
rendre compte k la Marquise [King Louis XVIII.], qui I'attendra 
surement, avec une impatience que vous pouvez ais^ment ima- 
giner ; j'esp^re n'avoir pas besoin, Monsieur, de vous r&terer 
les assurances, de tons les sentiments de consideration, de con- 
fiance, d'estime, et d'amiti^ que je me flatte que vous me con- 
noissez pour vous. 

Louis-JosEPH DE Bourbon. 
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Note of Mengavd to the Oovemment of Berne (p. 44). 

(Copie.) 
tgB\iti6. liberty. 

Extrait 
Des Registres des Deliberations du Directoire execntif. 
Paris, le vingt-neuf fructidor. Tan 5 de la Bepublique firan- 
(oise, une et indivisible. 

Le Directoire Ex^utif, convaincu que la mission de Wickam 
pr^ les Cantons belv^tiques n'a ancun rapport aux inter^ts 
respectifs de PAngleterre et de la Suisse, et que son seul objet 
est d'exciter et de favoriser des Complots centre la surete inte- 
rieure de la R^publique fran9oise, charge le Citoyen Mengaud 
d'inviter et requ^rir le Gouvemement du Canton de Berne et, 
au besoin, le Oouvemement des autres Cantons belvetiques de 
donner ordre a Wickam de sortir sans delai de la Suisse. 
Pour Expedition conforme : 

Le Pr&ident du Directoire Executif. 
Seean de la Sign^ k I'original, T. M. Revelli^relepeaux. 

BApnbliqne fnm^oisa. p^ j^ Directoire Executif : 

Le Secretaire-General. 

Signe a I'original, La Garde. 

Pour copie conforme 4 Toriginal. Bemc, le 16 vendemiaire. 
Tan 6 de la Sepublique franpoise ; 7, 8^ vieux style. 

(Signe) T. Menoaud. 



King Louis XVIIL to Mr. Wickkaw, (p. 45). 

A Blankenburgy ce 11 octobie 1797. 

J'ai pense, Monsieur, que le meilleur moyen de r^parer 
I'echec que vient de souflFrir une entreprise a laquelle votre 
gouvernement a si puissamment contribu^ par ses genereux 
secours, mais surtout en vous confiant la direction de leur 
emploi, etait de nous concerter de nouveau avec plus d'accord 
que jamais. En consequence, je charge M. de Cazal^s, qui 
vous remettra cette lettre, de conferer avec vous sur les mesures 
qui devrout etre prises dans cette circonstance et de communi- 
quer celles qu'il me pandtroit avantageux de mettre en execu- 
tion. Ma grande et assurement bien juste confiance en lui, 
oelle que votre gouvernement a plusieurs fois temoignee et 
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celle que je vous prie de lui accorder^ me dispense 4'^i^trer dans 
de grands details, ce sera moi-mSme qui vous parlerai par sa 
bouche, et je n'y perdrai que le plaisir de m'entretenir avec 
vous. 

L'ev^nement est cruel, mais les ressources sont grandes, et je 
connois trop le true British api/rit dont vous dtes anim^ pour 
craindre que votre courage soit plus abattu que le mien. Nous 
sortirons avec houneur de ce pas difficile, et les triumvirs qui 
ont cm vous compromettre en vous nommant avec tant d'^lat, 
n'auront fait que vous faire jouir un peu plus tot de la gloire 
qu'un si bel ouvrage, beureusement achev6, doit attacher & 
votre nom. 

Soyez bien persuade. Monsieur, de mon estime et de tous 
mes autres sentimens pour vous. 

Louis. 

Mb. Wickham. 

Jf. MaUet du Pan to Mr. Wickham (p. 65). 
(Extract) 

G'est tr^-sinc^rement que je vous felicite d'avoir quitt^ la 
Suisse, si la saison ne derange point trop Madame Wickam. 
Ce pays-ll^ me pariut mur ; le parti qu'ils ont pris k votre ^gard 
est une suite de Perreur permanente oti ils sont, qu'ils se sau- 
veront & force de condescendance. Lorsqu'ou ue pent plus 
defendre chez soi le droit des gens, on n'est plus un Etat. On 
m'avait pr^venu k Zurich qu'il ^claterait des accusations per- 
sonnelles centre certains membres du gouvemement de Berne, 
et sp^cialement contre le Banneret F. Ce que vous m'avez 
insinue k ce sujet prouve que cette rumeur n'etait pas sans 
fondement; mais le projet de cette mesure, comme celui de 
votre ^loignement, ont ^t^, je n'en doute pas, conpus k Berne 
m6me, et concert^ par quelques Meneurs avec Paris. Feu 
avant mon depart je lus la copie d'une lettre ^crite par le 
Colonel Weiss k Buonaparte, oh il lui ofirait de sacrifier ceuz 
des Magistrats qui s'etaient montr^ d^favorables a la Bevolu- 
tion. 

Quoi qu'il en soit, votre conduite dans cette affaire a 6t6 tr^s- 
honorable, et vous a conquis une grande estime. M' de Gu- 
meran et le Comte de la Tour, a qui j'en ai parl^ ici, m'avaient 
charg6 de vous t^moigner leur sentiment k cet egard* 

I B 2 
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The Avoyer de Steiguer to Mr. Wickham (p. 66). 
(Extract.) Berne, le 18 X*" 1797. 

Monsieur, — C'est avec la plus vive donleur qne j'ai appris la 
Sesolution de S. M. B. de rappeler Sa legation pour la Suisse. 

•Pay n&nmoins senti parfaitement la force des moti& qui ont 
dt amener cette mesure si affligeante pour ma Fatrie^ et nous 
y recounoissons avec la plus respectueuse gratitude combien 
Tint^r^t que S. M. daigne prendre k notre Tranquillite y a eu de 
part. Mais je ne puis, Monsieur, vous le dissimuler, le rappel 
de M. Talbot a renouvell^ tous ces sentiments d6chirants qu'avoit 
excitt6 chez moy votre depart. II me paroit bien dur que des 
Bewbels, des Merlins, &c. ayent pu Eloigner de la Suisse un 
Ministre Britannique cher k tous les HonnStes Gens du Pays et 
k la nation enti^re. 

La Bienveillance avec laquelle S. M. daigne assurer k ma 
Patrie la continuation de Sa Haute Protection, et la Bont« avec 
laquelle vous me promettez, Monsieur, de suivre avec tous la 
correspondance que les Circonstances exigeroient, peuvent seules 
nous donner des Consolations. 

Et, jamais Monsieur, Elles ne nous furent plus n^cessaires 
que dans le moment actuel. 

Les suittes d^sastreuses de la Paiz d'Udine commencent k se 
d^velopper d'une mani^re k nous laisser pr^voir la disorganisa- 
tion et la destruction prochaine de la Suisse. 

The Comte cPArtoia to Mr. Wickham (p. 69). 

Edinbourgh, ce 15 Avril 1798. 

Monsieur, — > Je profite avec empressement du depart du Baron 
de Boll, pour vous exprimer directement toute ma reconnois- 
sance des soins et du zele avec lesquels vous av&s servi la cause 
generate et celle du Boi mon frere en particulier, dans Pim- 
portante mission que votre Oouvemement vous avait confix. 
Je regrette vivement sous tous les rapports, que les circonstances 
vous ayent ecarte momentanement des affaires que vous avi& 
suivi avec tant de soin ; mais je . . . Pespoir que vous en 
series rapproch^ de nouveau, et je regarderai cet evenement 
comme un des plus heureux qui puissent nous arriver. 

Le B®° de Boll et le Gh*' de Lugeaud qui accompagnent mon 
fills le Due de Berri a Londres, vous instruiront en detail de la 
demande que je fais aujourd'hui aupres de S. M. B^*^ et des 
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Ministres. Je sollicite avec ardeur ainsy que mes loyaux com- 
patriotes, de remplir un devoir bien doux a nos cceurs puisqu'il 
est dicte par le sentiment de la reconnaissance. 

Si comme j'ose Tesperer, notre offre est accepts, la place 
que vous occupp^ vous donnera surement de grands rapports 
avec Taffaire qui m'interesse aujourd'hui, et je vous demande 
avec confiance de porter votre inter^t a la faire reussir de la 
maniere la plus conforme a mes justes dessins. 

Becev^ Monsieur la ferme assurance de tous mes sentiments 
d'estime, et d'affection particuliere. 

Ghables Philippe. 

MOHSISITB WlCKAM. 



Mona, Malouet to Mr. WicJrham (p. 75). 

Je sais que je vous dois des remercimens que vous ay6s parl6 
de moi k M. le due de Portland, qui, malgr^ ses preventions, 
m'a fait dire par M. King que le gouvernement ne m'aban- 
donneroit pas et me feroit un traitement. Dieu soit loue et 
vous aussi pour I'interSt que vous accord^s aux honn^tes gens, 
du nombre desquels je ne me lasse point d'etre, quoique cette 
profession ait aussi ses degouts. 

Av&-vous des nouvelles de notre bon jeune homme ? J'en 
suis bien inquiet ; je n'ai point de reponses aux lettres dont il 
s'^toit charge pour ma famille. Voules-vous me donner un ren- 
dezvous et m'entendre sur le texte que je joins ici ? S'il y a 
quelque chose k faire de Pichegru, comme je le crois, il faut 
prendre garde au debut. 

No. 16 Spring Street 20. 7^^. 

Enclosure va M. MaloueVa Letter (p. 75). 

L'arrivee en Angleterre de Pichegru et de Willot est un 
6v^nement dont il est possible de tirer parti; mais il seroit 
encor plus facile d'annuUer k jamais les deux g^n^raux. Si 
TAngleterre ou Loiiis dix-huit les employoient ostensiblement, 
lis seroient bientot sur la ligne de Dumourier s'ils paroissent 
s'^carter de celle quails ont suivi Tannic derni^re dans Tas- 
sembl^e. 

Si Loiiis dix-huit avoit une arm^e, je voudrois que Pichegru 
Willot et tous les D^port^s ne s'y r^unissent qu'apr^ avoir 



422 APPENDIX. 

grossi leur parti de tous les m^contens dti gouvemement actael, 
car s'ils n'ont point de parti en France, s'ils ne comptent que 
comme des unites, une cinquantaine d'hommes de plus on de 
moins ne signifient rien ; mais s'ils ont un parti, s'ils peuvent 
en former un, il est expedient de s'en servir contre Tennemi 
commun ; et la tyrannic une fois detruite ou fortementattaqu^» 
il y aura place alors et liberte d'opinions pour les honn^tes 
gens. Ceux qui veulent un roi pourront se faire entendre, et 
Pichegru, ainsi que les che& de son parti, ne seront pas les 
derniers a faire leurs propositions: il sera mSme sage de ne 
pas les attendre, de leur donner toutes les garanties de leur 
assurer tous les avantages qu'ils peuvent desirer ; c'est la seule 
ouyerture qu'il importe de leur faire secr^tement, en leur 
laissant toutte liberty de paroles et d'actions dans rorganisation 
de leur parti. 

Je voudrois done que les deux hommes arrives a Londres 
fissent un acte publique, une esp^ce d'addresse dans le sens de 
Camille Jourdan, et qu'en demandant au gouvemement la 
liberty de passer sur le Continent pour se rapprocher de leurs 
compatriotes et de leurs collogues, ils declarassent quails enr- 
tendent se rallier au vosu national et lui obeir. 

Je voudrois qu'apr^ s'Stre concertes avec les autres Deportes, 
ils agissent pour convoquer et se faire envoyer de rint^rieur un 
certain nombre de Deputes, qu'ils se tinssent a portee des 
armees r^publicaines pour en recevoir les d^serteurs, qu'on les 
mit en ^tat d'employer pr^ des chefs et des corps militaires des 
moyens de seduction, qu'aussitot qu'ils auroient un noyeau 
d'arm^e et de representation nationale, proteg^, mais separes 
des forces ^trang^res, ils se bornassent a demander une as- 
semblee libre et la punition du Directoire. 

Je voudrois qu'a cette ^poque seulement Loiiis dix-buit 
parut pr^ced^ de touttes les conventions de surete qui auroient 
^te arrStees secr^tement, et qui seroient alors publiees, et 
qu'alors on proclamat une cessation d'hostilites entre la France 
et les puissances ^trang^res, qu'on indiquat un nouveau congr^ 
pour une paix g^nerale sur des bases equitables, qu'une armee 
levee en Suisse entrat comme auxiliaire de Loiiis 18 sous 
le commandement de Pichegru. C'est a ces conditions seule- 
ment que j'espererois de voir la fin de la revolution, le r^ta- 
blissement de la monarchic fran9oise et de I'ordre publique en 
Europe apr^ une guene civile probablement sanglante mais de 
courte dur^e. 
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General Pichegru to Mr. Wickkam (p. 80). 

Sheemeflse^ 4 X^**. 

Je ne comptais pas de vous interrompre sitot, mais un inci- 
dent qui met un peu notre discretion en d^faut me met dans ce 
cas. Je suis arrive ici k midi. Descendu a TAuberge, un 
sergent est venu me prendre de la part du Commandant^ pour 
me conduire chez lui : Nous Tavons rencontnS sur le rempart^ 
et aussitot je lui ai mis mon passeport entre les mains; & 
peine avait-il commence k le lire, qu'un officier de marine qui 
faLsait partie de la flotte aveo laquelle je suis venu, et qui 
m'avait vu a bord de VAimabU, est venu k moi d'un air 
affectueux, et non content de m'appeler de mon nom, a eu 
Tattention d'observer au Commandant qu'il avait fait route avec 
moi, &c. Jugez de mon embarras, mais ce n'est pas tout, le 
Commandant a charge cet officier de m'accompagner chez M^ 
Tamiral, j'ai eu soin de le prevenir que j*etais 14 incognito et 
sous un autre nom, mais n'entendant pas le franpais, il a 
continue de me donner le meme, et il a juge a propos d'en 
instruire et les officiers que nous avons rencontres et k TAmiral 
lui-m§me. D'apr^ ceci je m'attends que mon depart sera 
bientot connu, et je commence a croire qu'il faudra changer de 
traits quand on change de nom. A quelque chose malheur est 
bon, puisque celui-ci me foumit Toccasion de vous renouveler 
tons mes sentiments. Adieu, mes respects, je vous prie, k vos 
Dames. 

Devant embarquer sur-le-champ, j'ai pris. le parti d'envoyer 
la lettre pour M' Graham par mon domestique, qui me rapporte 
& Tinstant celle de M' Flint pour me demander un Befu ; per- 
mettez qu'il le trouve ci-joint avec des temoignages d'amitie. 
Adieu. 

The Baron de RoU to Mr. Wickham (p. 97). 

Edimburgh, oe 21 AvriU 1799. 

Mon cher Wickham, — II faut absolument, que je m'entretienne 
un instant avec vous, et j'espere que vous pourez me donner 
un moment d'atention, sans que je vous sois importun. 

Je suis premierement charge de vous repetter de la part de 
S : M : B : Monsieur, ce que vous scavez si bien, de son extreme 
desir, d'etre mis en activity. Vous vous imaginez bien que le 
renouvellement des Hostilites sur le Continent, a augmente son 
impatience et lui rend de jour en jour sa situation plus penible. 
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Mais, il espere que lea evenements qui vienent de se passer, 
pourroient determiner voire gouvernement, a saisir ce moment, 
pour relever avec vigeur le parti des royalistes, de Pinterieur, 
les lettres que Monsieur recoit des provinces de firetagne, de 
Normandie et de la Vendee, s'accordent toutes pour presser 
et solliciter instament de profitter du moment actuelle. II en 
est h peu pr^ de meme des provinces du Midy. Les disposi- 
tions, doivent naturellement s'enflammer de plus en plus k 
mesure, que les Armies republicaines, eprouveront des revers 
sur le Continent. Si par touttes ces Considerations reunies, 
vous croyiez apercevoir, que le Minist^re seroit dispose, a 
s'occupper incessament d'un plan relatif aux royalistes de I'inte- 
rieur. Monsieur, espere, que vous vous interesseriez, a faire 
valoir aupr^ des Ministres, tout I'avantage, qu'ils peuvent tirer 
de sa personne, et toute la confiance, qu'il meritte de leur part. 
Enfin, mon cher Wickham, comme vous etes du petit nombre 
des personnes de ce pays-cy, qui out ette k m^me, d'apprendre 
k connoittre plus particulierement, le caractere de ce Prince, 
que vous scavez tout le parti, qu'on pent en tirer, que vous 
connoissez sa position, et que vous pouvez repondre de sa 
franchise et de sa loyaute dans les affaires, nous comptons sur 
vouR, pour vous occupper de lui, dans toutes les occasions, dans 
toutes les circonstances, qui se presenteront, en vous rappellant, 
que le plus grand, le plus signale service, que vous puissiez 
rendre k ce Prince, c'est de contribuer a le mettre en activite. 

Je me flatte aussi, mon cher Wickham, que vous ne m'avez 
pas oubli^, et que vous vous rappellerez, que le sang qui coule 
dans mes veines est Suisse, de la bonne ancienne Suisse, touts 
mes voeux et toute mon ambition dans ce moment se toument 
vers ma malheureuse patrie, c'est la ou je voudrois deja estre, 
mais je ne puis aller, comme je le desire, pour y estre veritable- 
ment utile, que par vous, et je m'en rapporte toujours k vous, 
pour disposer de mon sort, a cette egard. 

Les demieres lettres, que j'ay recu m'apprennent, que M' de 
Rovera est a la tete d'un corps suisse, et qu'un M' de Courten, 
Cap* reforme de mon regiment, en est L* Colonel, C'est un 
jeune Homme, dont je fais beaucoup de cas ; je ne scais pas ce 
que sera Devenu le General de Salis, vous me ferez plaisir, de 
me faire scavoir, ou il est, et s'il est employ^ k quelque chose. 

Si vous n'avez pas le tems de me repondre faites moi ecrire 
par M' Flint. 
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Adieu, conservez moi souvenir et amitti^ et croyez moi bien 
fiiiicerement, de coeur pour la vie, voire tout devout servitteur, 

JjE Babon de Boll. 

P : S. Je vous prie de me rappeller au souvenir de Madame 
Wickham, en lui presentant mes Homages respectueuz. Le 
pauvre Baron de Castelnau me prie sans cesse de vous dire 
mille choses sinceres de sa part. 

Mr. Wickham to Major Perou [Pichegru] (p. 99). 
(Copj.) Londresy ce 21 Mai 1799. 

Mon cber Major, — Voire lettre du 23 Mars m'est parvenue 
tr^s-exaciement : mais malheureusemeni il n'y a gu^res buit 
jours que j'ai spu la dechlffrer. La leitre de voire Compagnon 
de voyage k Monsieur Dutbeil du 20 du mois pas»e m'a encou- 
rage k faire de nouveaux efforts, et enfin ils ont ete heureux. 

Je ne peux pas me pardonner d'avoir 6t6 la cause involon- 
taire de tons les desagremens que ce retard doit vous avoir 
cause. 

Voire lettre lue, mon premier soin a 6t6 de la communiquer 
a qui de droit. Le style tant soit peu ^nigmaiique qui y 
domine nous a empScb^ de deviner vos vues et vos intentions. 
On croit cependant avoir trouve remMe a tout. 

n faut de toute necessite que vous ayez eu en vue soit la 
Suisse soit les Pays-Bas. Dans Tun et I'autre de ces deux cas 
vous trouverez actuellement sur le Continent deux Personnes 
jouissant Tun et I'autre de la confiance de ce Grouvemement, et 
^galement insiruites de la Justice qu'on vous rend ici, de la 
confiance qu'on vous accorde et de I'envie qu'on a que vos 
Conseils soient suivis en tout ce que regarde votre infortunee 
Patrie. Elles recevront I'une et I'autre par ce mSme Courrier 
les Instructions n^essaires poiu* se concerter avec vous sur 
tout ce que vous serez h meme de leur communiquer ou de 
leur proposer. 

On a adopts ce moyen de correspondre avec vous cCabord, 
parce qu'il a ^t^ trouv6 absolument impossible de laisser partir 

F mSme pour quelques jours ; ensuite parce que dans ce 

moment de crise le plan le plus sagement combine dans ce 
Pays pourroit devenir impossible a executer avant que le 
Courrier charg^ de vous I'apporter ne fut d^barqu^ k Cuxbaven. 
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Dans le cas done que vos vues se portent gur les Pays-Bas, 
Yous irez 4 Berlin, o^ vous trouverez Monsieur GrenviUe pret 
k vous recevoir, apr^s avoir communique si vous le jugerez 
convenable avec celui dont vous vous vantez d'avoir ete si bien 
accueilli. Si vous croyez votre presence plus necessaire du 
cote de la Suisse, le Colonel R. Craufurd, qui doit j etre a 
rheure qu'il est, et qui vous connoit deja, sera charme de vous 
recevoir. 

Partout oil vous irez, comptez que vous recevrez Paccueil que 
vous meritez a tant de titres. Je ne m'engagerai pas dans des 
raisonnemens oiseux sur Tetat actuel des choses et les Assurances 
qui doivent en naitre. Vous 6tes sur les lieux; vous devez 
connoitre les moyens qu'on doit employer pour en profiler 
mieux que Personne. Je ne puis cependant m'emp&cher, en 
appellant votre attention sur la Suisse, de vous prier de tous 
mettre le plutot possible en rapport confidentiel avec Monsieur 
de Steiguer, I'ancien Advoyer de Berne, dont vous connoissez 
deja la reputation. C'est le seul homme qui pourra vous 
donner des notions sures et exactes sur cet interessant Pays, 
et vous aider en m^me tems utilement a porter vos efforts sur 
les Provinces fronti^res avec effet. 

Je n'ai pas besoin de vous dire que la dissolution de I'agence 
de Souabe n'a ete cause que par des intrigues qu'il n'a pas ete 
possible de d^brouiller d'ici. Les Pouvoirs qu'a Monsieur le 
Colonel R. Craufurd le mettront a mSme d'op^rer le m6me bien 
que pouvoit faire cette Ageuce sans etre expose aux memes 
inconveniens. 

Croyez, mon cher Major, a I'Amitie et a I'attachement in- 
violable que je vous ai vou6 pour la vie. 

W. WiCKHAM. 

Comte de Pre^y to Mr, Wickham (p. 101). 

Ce 24 May 1799. 

J'ai repu, Monsieur, avec un bien vif interet la lettre que 
vous m'avez fait I'amitie de m'ecrire, je n'ai jamais doute de 
vos sentiments pour moi, mais I'assurance que j'en repois 
m'etait necessaire et me fait du bien, je voulais repondre sur le 
champ a votre interessante lettre et j'esperais que Mr. de Talbot 
serait le porteur de ma rfiponse, mais je crains que son depart 
ne soit encore diffSre et je ne puis reculer plus longtems le 
moment de vous renouveller I'assurance de mes sentiments et 
de vous protester que je ne puis oublier vos precedes, que je 
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devine parfaitement a qui je dois ceux que j'eprouve de la part 
de yotre gouvemement et de la Confiance que m'a t^moign6 Mr. 
le Colonel Crawfurt votre ami ; depuis son depart de Londres 
les evenements ont ^te Gouronnes d'un tel succds que votre 
presence ici pourrait en ranimant tout, terminer aujourd'huy en 
un instant les malheurs de ma patrie. C'est moins ici, votre ami 
qui vous parle, que Thomme guide par I'habitude de Texperience 
etde I'impartialiteje ne crains pasde vous dire Monsieur, que si 
votre gouvemement continue de s'int6resser au retour du roi en 
France, il ne pent j parvenir qu'en employant une personne qui 
comme vous reunit au tour d'elle toute la Confiance, et qui 
investi des plus grands pouvoirs, a Thabitude de saisir les Cir- 
coDstances qui dans le moment actuel echappent si on ne salt en 
profiter sur le champ, un commissaire attache aux armies ne 
pent suffire pour le travail de Pinterieur qui demande a etre 
servi uniquement^ 

Veuillez je vous prie me rappeller au bon souvenir de M*""* 
Wicham, et luy presenter mes respectueux hommages. 

Adieu Monsieur, venez a nous, et vous comblerai les vceux de 
celui qui vous a voue une amiti^ franche et locale, et qui a 
pour Tous les sentiments les plus distingu^s et qui ne cessera 
de vous rappeller vos bons precedes pour 

MiLIASKI. 

Lord Grenville to the Avoyer de Steiguer (p. 107). 

(Copy.) (Private.) a Londres ce 6 Juin 1799. 

Monsieur, — Je sais bien Monsieur avec quel plaisir vous 
reverrez Monsieur Wickham — Le Roi ne pouvoit donner k vos 
Compatriotes une meilleure preuve de Son desir de contribuer 
au retablissement de leur ancienne prosperite et bonheur, qu'en 
munissant de Ses Pouvoirs a cet effet celui qui par sa conduite 
s'etoit deja concilia leur estime. II n'aura Hen de plus press^ 
que de vous voir, sachant que vous pouvez mieux que toute 
autre personne, I'aider dans cette glorieuse mais difficile besogne 
— et je I'ai prie de vouloir bien toe Pinterprfite des sentiments 
de la plus haute et sincere estime que votre caractSre m'a inspire 
depuis longtems, et qui ont ^te comme de raison bien augments 
par toute votre conduite dans la penible crise ou vous vous 6tes 
trouves. 

C'est avec ces sentimens que je serai toujours Monsieur &c., 

G-RENVILLE. 
M. DS SiSIGUlBR. 
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The Comte de Prigy to Mr. Wickkam (p. 109). 

Augsbourg le 17 juin 1799. 

Monsieur, — Je profite avec un vrai plaisir du depart de M. 
de Talbot pour me rappeller a votre amitie, et vous assurer que 
les sentiments que je vous est vou^, ainci qu'a Madame Wio- 
ham restent profondement graves dans mon coeur. 

Je dois croire que M. de Talbot aura avec vous des Confe- 
rences sur son travail de cet hy ver. Je regrette vivement qu'il 
soit arrSte, car Ton pouvait raisonablement en attendre les 
r^sultatB les plus heureux ; et la maniere dont il a 6te supprime 
a jette le decouragement et Pinquietude parmis les personnesde 
Tinterieur avec les quels Ton etoit en rapport, et qui, je puis le 
dire, etoient bien choisies par leurs talents, et leur moralite. 

Ma confiance en vous, et votre amiti^ pour moi, me per- 
mettent d'entrer dans les details et mSme de vous exposer toute 
la delicatesse de ma position, puisque mon travail doit se faire 
avec le roi par son agence et que la confiance dont votre 
gouvernement daigne m'honorer en me mettant en rapport avec 
M. Crawfurd, doit m'attirer beaucoup de tracasseries suites 
necessaires de I'envie et de la jalousie, ce qui ne sera point une 
raison pour moi de ralentir mon zele pour le service de mon 
roi, et de me livrer avec la plus grande security a toute espece 
de travail avec les Ministres d'une Nation aussi noble que 
g^n^reuse et dont quatre ans d'exp^rience m'ont assez fait con- 
noitre les proc^d^s et les principes. 

M. de Talbot pourra vous satisfaire sur tons les details que 
vous pouvez desirer. 

Je connois. Monsieur, vos importantes occupations, je de- 
sirerez cependant bien vivement qu'elles ne me privassent pas 
entierement de votre correspondance, qui dans le moment me 
serait bien utile, je vous parlerai toujours avec le mSme epanche- 
ment que lorsque j'etais re9u chez vous avec cette amitie qui 
faisait ma s4curit^ et mon bonheur, et qui sera toujours un bien 
precieux pour moL G'est avec ses sentiments que j'ai I'honneur 
d'etre Monsieur, votre tres-obeissant et tres-d6vou6 Serviteur, 

MILIA;^]U• 
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M. Imhert Colomis to Mr. Wickham (p. 118). 

Monsieur, — Lorsque je vous ecriyois au mob de mai pass£ et 
que je d6plorois le malheur qu'on avoit eu de vous perdre, il ne 
Tenoit seulement pas a ma pensee que noire perte seroit si 
promptement r^paree. Quel heureux presage monsieur que 
voire retour ! Je m'empresse a vous iemoigner la joie que j'en 
ressens. Aprds iouies les peines que vous a donn^ voire 
premiere mission, il esi bien jusie que vous veni^s en recueillir 
le fruii en eiani leiemoin de la delivrance de noire malheureuse 
pairie ; car aujourd'hui j'y Crois fermemeni. Mais avani de 
me livrer a une aussi douce pensee, permeii^s moi, monsieur, 
de vous Bemercier de ioui Ce que vous av& fait pour mon Neveu. 
Vous lui avds foumi les moyens de me rejoindre et je Tatiends 
sous 8 ou 9 jours. Mais j'esp^re que vous lui destines quelque 
occupation. Vous slaves qu'il en a besoin, et au I*' signe que 
vous feres, il ira oti vous ordonnerds. Conserves lui je vous prie 
vos Bontes. Avani votre retour j'avois form6 le projei d'aller en 
Pigment pour Sire plus pr& de mes Compairioies. J'y irou- 
verois peui-6tre le moyen de Correspondre avec eux, Ce qui 
pourroit 6tre utile ; et je serois a port6e d'enirer avec Tarmee de 

, si Comme je le presume, son dessein esi de p^neirer. 

Aujourd'hui que vous etes pr&ent je ne veux rien faire sans 
vous Consulier. Je vous serai oblig^ de me faire Donner une 
prompie r^ponse pour regler ma Conduiie. En attendant si 
d'id la je recevois de voire part un avis de me rapprocber je le 
ferois aussitoi, je suis Bien impatient d'avoir le plaisir de vous 
Voir. Mon ami M. D'Arletii attend aussi a Augsbourg vos ordres. 
Je suis avec Eespeci, de Voire excellence, le ires bumble et tres 
ob^issani serviieur, 

DUBAND. 
a Nurembeig le 2. juillet 1799. 



Je ne 89ais si madame Wickam esi aupr^ de vous, si Cela 
esi pr^sent^ lui J. V. P. mes hommages respeciueux. 

M. Dandri to Mr. Wickham (p. 119). 

Monsieur, — De tout ce qui pouvoit m'arriver d'agr&ible, rien 
ne pouvaii I'dire davantage, que voire leiire du 22 mai, qui, 
par un accident extraordinaire, ne m'a ^i^ envoy^e de Zurich 
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que le 26 juillet, et ne m'est panrenn que hier au soir. Le 
prix extreme que j'attache a votre amiti^, est seul la mesure du 
plaisir qu'elle m'a fait. Ce prix est tel, que le chagrin de Pavoir 
perdue a pu seul m'entrainer a ce que vous appelles un enfiEin- 
tillage. 

Si j^avais 89U pr^ciaement oil vous trouver, je serais parti sur 
le champ, pour vous t^moigner ma vive recommissance. J*at- 
tendai vos ordres pour aller vous remercier, et conoerter avec 
vous les moiens de r^parer le mal qu'ont &it, une fausse inter- 
pretation des ordres de votre Gouvemement, et une foule de 
mal entendus plus inexplicables les uns que les autres. 

Veuilles cependant me rendre la justice de ne pas attribuer 
seulement ma satisfaction a ce que vous me dites relativement 
aux affaires, mais surtout au retour ou plutot a la continuation 
de vos sentimens pour moi. 

•Tesp^re, quand j'aurai Phonneur de vous voir, que vous seres 
convaincu que nous avons fait tout ce qui d^pendait de nous, 
pour ne laisser detruire aucun des ^tablissemens que nous avions 
formes (quoique quelques uns aient souffert de la suspension 
qui r^gne depuis trois mois) et que je suis toujours le mSme, 
absolumeut d^voue a vos ordres, et pr§t a vous donner en toutea 
les occasions, les preuves les plus irrecusables de ma gratitude, 
et du respectueux attachement avec lequel je suis. Monsieur, 
votre tr^ humble et tr^ obeissant serviteur, 

A. Matoil 

Augsbourg le 3 juillet 1799. 

The Comte d^Artois to Mr. Wickham (p. 135). 

Edinburgh, ce 18 Juillet 1799. 

Monsieur, — Je profite avec empressement du depart du B*" 
de Roll, pour vous parler de la vive satisfaction que j'eprouve 
de voir enfin arriver le moment, ou grace a Pinteret de votre 
Gouvernement, je vais me trouver a portee de servir les causes 
unies de S. M, B**"* et du Roi mon frere. 

Ma confiance dans le B®" de Roll vous est trop bien connue, 
pour que j'aie besoin de rien aj outer ici, aux commissions 
verbales dont je Pai charge pour vous ; je veux seulement vous 
assurer, que d'apres Popinion que j'ai conpue des principes de 
votre Oouvernement, et de votre caractere personnel, j'ai 
prescrit avant tout au B^ de Roll, de s'enteudre et d'agir 
toujours de concert avec vous. 
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Cette marclie est celle que je me propose de suivre moi 
inSme, ausaitot que je vous aural rejoint. Groins Monsieur 
qu'il me sera particulierement agreable de me trouver en rela- 
tions suivies avec vous, et de vous avoir de grandes obligations. 

C'est toujours avec le meme plaisir que je vous renouvelle. 
Monsieur^ Tassurance de tous les sentiments de haute estlme, 
et de veritable afifection que vous m'av& inspire pour la vie. 

Chables Philippe. 

Soies asses aimable je vous en prie pour etre aupres de M^* 
Wickam Torgane de tous mes sentiments. 

MOKSIEITE WiCKAK. 

Mr. Wickham to Fidd-Marshal Suworaw (p. 165). 
Confidentielle. Zurich, ce 22 d'Aoust 1799. 

Monsieur le Marechal, — Les evenements qui se passent dans 
ce pays ci sent tellement extraordinaires et affligeans que je 
croirois manquer h, mon devoir si je n'en faisois part directe- 
ment a votre Excellence. 

EUe ne pent pas ignorer que depuis le 6 juin jusqu'au 15 de 
ce mois ci une des plus belles armies que la maison d'Autriche 
ait jamais cues en campagne, commandee par TArchiduc Charles 
en personne est restee sur la ligne d'oil j'ai Phonneur d'ecrire 
& votre Excellence sans rien entreprendre centre la position de 
I'ennemi. Votre Excellence doit de meme avoir appri^ avec 
peine, sinon avec surprise, que le 15 de ce mois a la vue de 
quarante-six forts battalions campes entre Zurich et le Rhin, 
I'Ennemi a detach^ ime force tr& considerable vers notre 
gauche, forc^ tous les postes Autrichiennes dans les petits 
Cantons, coupe toutes les communications avec Tltalie, penetr6 
dans les Grizons, oiX il se maintient, et qu'il s'est meme rendu 
maitre de la position importante et presque inexpugnable du 
Mont St Gothard. 

Le jour mSme que ce malheureux evenement est arrive, et 
pendant que PaJSTaire se passe en partie sous nps yeux, j'ap- 
prends pour la premiere fois, et de la bouche de TArchiduc que 
Son Altesse Boyale venoit de recevoir I'ordre positif de se 
retirer de la Suisse avec son arm^e, et de ne pas laisser un seul 
Autrichien dans le pays dont il devoit ceder toutes les positions 
a Monsieur de Korsakoff. Son Altesse Royale m'assura de plus 
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qu^elle etoit resolu d'obeir litteralement et sur le champ aux 
ordres qu'elle avoit rejues^ 

J'avoifl beau representer 'qu'un plan de campagne quel* 
conque devoit n^cessairement etre subordonne aux evenemens 
de la guerre, qu'Sn demandant que I'arm^ de Mons' de Korsa- 
koflf s'appuyat centre celle que commande Votre Excellence, les 
Cours de Petersburgh et de Londres avoient toujours suppose 
qu'elle seroit assez forte pour pouvoir agir independamment de 
toute secours etranger, et qu'elle seroit pourvue de tout ce 
qu'il falloit pour fair la guerre dans un pays coupe par de 
hautes montagnes et de grandes rivieres, lequel ne foumit pas 
a beaucoup pr^s de quoi nourrir ses propres habitans.' 

Je rappellai inutilement & Son Altesse Royale ^que Mons** 
de Korsakoff ne pouvant pas avec trente mille hommes se 
maiDtenir en Suisse, I'arm^ Autrichienne par la meme seroit 
forcee d'abandonner le Rhin, et que I'ennemi ne manqueroit 
pas de profiter de cet etat db cboses pour penetrer dans le 
Tyrol, prendre le Milanois et le Piemont de rovers, arreter 
votre arm^e dans sa carriere victorieuse et mettre en danger 
les conquStes que votre Excellence vient de faire pour la 
Maison d'Autriche.' 

Les representations de Mens*' de Korsakoff ayant ete aussi 
infructueuses que les miennes, tout etoit prepare pour I'evacua- 
tion de la Suisse, lorsque Son Altesse Boyale sentant tout le 
danger de sa position et la terrible responsabilit^ qui lui pesoit 
sur la t^te prend sur lui d'attaquer I'ennemi, les preparatifs 
sont faits sur le champ, les Busses font une marche vroiment 
incroyable pour se joindre aux Autrichiens; mais tout se 
termine par la tentative infructueuse d'etablir un pent sur 
I'Aar, dont votre Excellence recevra sans doute les details de la 
part de Mons' de Korsakoff ou de Monsieur le Comte de 
Tolstoi. 

Les affaires allant de mal en pirellans les petits Cantons, et 
les Grizons, on se prepare pour une nouvelle attaque sur la 
Limmat lorsque I'Archiduc a mon tr^ grand etonnement me 
fit dire par une personne de confiance, que les ordres que Votre 
Excellence avoit envoy^s a M*^ de Korsakoff de faire passer 
encore dix mille hommes en Italic avoit mis I'arm^e Autri- 
chienne dans rimpossibilit^ d'agir, qu'il se preparoit de se 
retirer en Allemagne jettant une force dans le Tyrol capable 
d'eu defendre les passages, et laissant Mens'' de Korsakoff avec 
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ses vingt-trois mille hommes pour faire en Suisse ce que les 
circonstances lui permettroient. 

Avoir mis sous les yeux de Son Altesse Royale le tableau de 
ses propres forces eut 6t6 faire la censure la plus amere de sa 
conduite antecedente, ce qu'il ne me convenoit nullement de 
faire— je ne pouvois done que deplorer la resolution fatale que 
Son Altesse Royale avoit prise. 

L'on me pressa ensuite de faire quelque tentative au nom de 
Tna Cour pour arreter ou du moins suspendre le depart de la 
Colonne Russe que Votre Excellence avoit demand^e — a quoi je 
repondis tr^s clairement ^quHgnorant absolument les demiers 
arrangemens des deux Cours je n'osois rien faire de semblable, 
etant au surplus intimement persuade que Sa Majeste TEmpereur 
de toutes les Russies ne voudroit rien faire qui fat contraire a ses 
engagemens, et que Votre Excellence n'auroit jamais fait une 
telle demarche sans Taveu de son Souverain.' Mais effray^ des 
suites terribles que la retraite des Aatrichiens doit avoir soit 
pour eux-memes, et pour le malheureux pays oti je me trouve, 
soit pour TEiirope entiere et specialement pour les deux 
augustes Souverains que nous avons Thonneur de servir^ con- 
noissant de plus les Autrichiens assez pour les croire capables 
de tenir leur parole et de se retirer tout de bon, je pris sur moi 
d'exhorter tres fortement Monsieur de Korsakoff a faire marcher 
le renfort pour Votre Excellence d'aussi pres que possible du 
Mont St. Gothard d'ou en satisfaisant aux demandes des Autri- 
chiens, et leur otant ainsi tout pretexte de se retirer, il pourroit 
etre a portee d^appuyer les operations de Son Altesse Royale 
dans les petits Cantons, de marcher droit vers Votre Excellence 
par cette Montague (le chemin le plus court) au cas de succ^s, 
et de passer par la vallee du Rhin vers le lac de Come si les 
Autrichiens apr6s toutes leurs promesses refusoient de reprendre 
I'offensive. 

Mons' de Korsakoff ayHnt trouv6 cette mesure infinimcnt 
preferable k celle qu'il avoit d'abord cru devoir adopter, c. a. d. 
de faire a ses troupes le detour du Tyrol, j'ai insist^ aupres de 
TArchiduc au nom de ma Cour com me une condition expresse, 
non seulement que Son Altesse Royale attaquat TEnnemi sur 
le champ, mais qu'elle Tattaquat avec toute sa force, le format 
de sa position, le poursuivit de pr^s au cas de succ^s, et qu'elle 
ne cessat pas de le pousser jusqu'a ce qu'au moins les premier^ 
VOL. II. P P 
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grands passages de I'ltalie et nomm6ment celui du St. Ch>thard 
fussent entierement libres. 

Tel est TEtat des choses dans ce pays ci, oix je me trouve 
sans autre moyen pour remplir les ordres de mon Souyerain 
que beaucoup de zele et de 'bonne volenti — ^Vous etes bien 
heureux, Monsieur le Marechal, d'avoir entre vos mains les 
moyens de faire observer la volenti du Voire. 

Je n*ai pas besoin de faire sentir k Votre Excellence tout ce 
qu'il J aura d'affligeant dans notre position si les Autrichiens 
manquent a leur parole, je me contente de vous prier de Touloir 
bien m'honorer de vos conseils et de vos ordres, si par mes 
foibles efforts je puis contribuer en rien k uu meilleur ordre de 
choses. J'ai Thonneur d'etre avec respect. Monsieur le Mare- 
chal^ De Votre Excellence, le tres humble et tres obeissant 
serviteur 

Wm. Wickham, 

Ministre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Maj : Britannique en Suisse. 

A Son Excellence Monsieur 
le COMTB BE StrwoBOW; &C. &c. ftc* 



Genet^al Hotze to JUr* Wickham (p. 186), 

Excellence I — Les Suites de notre retraitte de Lachen, dont je 
n'ose penetrer les raisons, encore moins discuter celles^ qui Pont 
occasionnees— sont si funestes, qu'hier le 29 PEnemie attaquant 
I'aile gauche do ma position penetra dans le Canton Olarus Et 
s'est rendu maitre du chef lieu — un renfort, qui arriva encore 
a terns fut assez heureux de chasser TEnemie de Glarus Et le 
repousser dans les gorges du Muttentlial — ^mais il me sera 
impossible de la deloger des hauteurs dont il est maitre Et qui 
dominent le Canton d'autant plus, que le detachement du 
Colonel Strauch a Bellinzone est trop foible pour cooperer avec 
moi — cette situation augmente le nombre des Emigres Et il 
est bien douloureux de rencontrer nombre de ces malhenreux 
Peres-- femmes Et Enfans sur la Boute — mendiant le pain — 
Vous avez eu la generosity d'offrir du Secours k Eux Et mon- 
sieur le Colonel comte Plnncket m'a reiter^ vos Sentiments 
magnanimes vers ces malheureux-^ 

Je Supplie done Votre Excellence de vouloir m'assigner une 
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modique Somme d'argent ou de la Confier & TofiScier qui vous 
presente cette Lettre — 

Vous avez en toute Occasion daigne proteger la Suisse £t je 
me persuade, que Voire Excellence me pardone ma SoUicita- 
tion, qui regarde une infortunee classe des habitans — victiroe 
d'une guerre, qui leur etoit entierement etrangere. 

Agrees mes respectueux homages a Madame de Wyckham Et 
La haute Estime Et devouement distingue, dont j'ai Thonneur 
d'Etre, de Votre Excellence, le tr^ humble et tr^ Obeisst. 
Servr., 

_ HoTZB, Lt-gnL 

Schoenia, le 30 aouti 709, 
k 9 heures du Soir. 



FieldnMarahcU Suworow to Mr. Wickham (p. 187), 

Monsieur, — .Tai ^t^ d^autant plus surpris de Tintention de 
S. A. Royale M. TArchiduc Charles dont Vous venez de me 
faire part, Monsieur, de vouloir incessamment retirer Farmee 
Imp** et Boyale de la Suisse, inondee dans ce moment ci par 
Pennemi, jusqu'en Suabe pour en abandonner toute la defense 
aux forces insuffisantes du Gren^ral Korsakow, que j^ai juge 
indispensablement n^cessaire de remettre Texecution de Tordre 
qui m'est parvenu 6galement de me rendre en Suisse avec les 
trouppes russes, encore & deux mois, pour prendre avant toute 
chose les forteresses de Tortone et de Cuneo, seul moyen propre 
^ assurer nos heureux progr^ &it jusqu'ici en Italic. La 
retraite dee trouppes Autrichiennes de la Suisse est selon moi 
d'autant moins faisable qu'elle mettroit au succ^ des operations 
futures, des obstacles d^s lors presqu'impossibles a surmonter. 

En donnant part anssi d» S. A. R. de pareils sentimens, j'ai 
pris k tache de rendre et ses connoissances militaires et sa 
bont£ de coeur en m^me terns attentives k Turgence de la 
conservation des forces en Suisse, et aux suites a resulter d'une 
diminution queloonque. Ayant enjoint depuis au General 
Korsakow de ne pas faire quitter la Suisse au 10,000 homes 
demandes, je dois esperer d'apprendre en peu une tournure 
plus avantageuse dans les affaires. 

Au reste je n'ai pas tard6 de porter tout ceci ^la connoissancc 
des deux Cours Imp^, persuade que la bonne cause y gagnera 
certainemenU 

rp2 
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•Tai rhonneur d^etre avec la consideration la plus distinguee, 
Monsiear, Voire tr^ humble et tr^ olieiss^ serviteur, 

C. Alexandre Suwobow Rtmnikski. 

ce ^ Aofit 1799. 
a Mb. db Wickham k Zurich. 

Mr. Wickham to General Hotze (p. 194). 

(Draft) 
Mona' le Baron de Hotxe, Schaffhausen 2 Aont 1799. 

Feld-Mai* Lieut^ de rann6e 
Imp** & Bojale, &c. &c. 

Mod General, — «Pai reyu la lettre que Votre Excellence m'a 
fait llionneur de m'ecrire, sur lamalheureuse position des Braves 
Gens de Schweitz & de Glaris. — Je m'empresse de vous faire 
passer la somme de 300 Louis d^or, que M'' de Werdt vous 
remettra en vons priant de les employer au nom de S. M. B. au 
secours des malheiureux habitants de ce Pays. 

Je vous autorise, mon General, en mSme terns, de tirer sur 
moi pour pareille somme sans autre avis si vous le trouves 
n^c^ssaire. On ne pent pas mettre son argent a meilleur profit. 

Le depart de M' de Werdt m'oblige de me bomer a Passu- 
ranee de la haute consideration et du respectueux attachem^ 
avec lequel, j'ai Thonneur d'etre &c. &c. &c., 

Wm. Wickham. 

Field-Marshal Saworow to Mr, Wickham (p. 195). 

Monsieur, — A la suite du plan des operations futures con- 
certe entre Leurs Majesty les deux Empereurs et le Soi de la 
Grande Br^tagne, il m'a ete enjoint par me^ Cours de quitter 
incessamment Tltalie, et de me rendre a la t£te des trouppea 
russes en Suisse, auxquelles doivent se joindre sur les lieux un 
Corps de trouppea bavaroises et des mUices Suisses, Vous 
connoisscz. Monsieur, trop bien Vous-m^me T^tat des choses 
pour ne pas sentir toute Timportance de la prompte apparition 
de ces trouppes dictee par I'urgence des circonstances ; Veuillez 
done, Monsieur, acc^l^rer Varrivie des premih^es^ et VenroU^ 
ment et Porganisation des det^ieres qui doivent £tre pousses 
avec la plus grande activite pour faire augmenter leur nombre 
autant que possible. 

C*est imm^diatement apr^ la reddition de la Citadelle de 
Tortone, que je compte sous la benediction du Ciel me mettre 
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le ?_fBptembre gQ marche avec la division du Gfin^ral Derfelden 

38 Aodt 

ainsi qu'avec celle du G^n^ral Bosenberg, toutes les deux 
ensemble au nombre de 30,433 hommes. — J'esp^re qu'on ne 
manquera pas de concerter avec les differentes Cantons sur les 
mesures les plus propres pour Tapprovisionnement suffisant des 
trouppes de mon Souverain, pour quel objet je me suis adresse 
directement au Commissaire-Gen^ral des vivres. 

Les trouppes sous mes ordres passeront par Casale, Vercelli, 
Novarre, Airolla pour attaquer Tennemi dans sa position sur 
le mont S^ Gothard^ et I'ayant repouss^ et battu, feront dte 
lors leur jonction au Corps du Lieut.-G^n^ral de Korsakow et h, 
celui du Geueral Hotze, tandis que le G^n6ral Autrichien 
Haddeck attaquera en m6me terns I'ennemi qui se trouve post^ 
a S* Bemhard. 

En vous faisant^ Monsieur^ I'ouverture confidentielle de mon 
plan d'operations, je vous repete mes plus vives instances de 
vouloir m'accorder dans tons les cas de besoin Yos bons offices, 
et de contribuer par la aux succ^ des efforts communs de nos 
SouveraiDs respectifs. 

Je serai charme de faire Yotre connaissance personelle et de 
Vous assurer de bouche les sentimens de la plus parfaite estime 
et de la consideration tr^s distinguee avec lesquels j'ai Thonneur 
d'etre. Monsieur, votre tr6s humble et tr^ obeissant serviteur, 

Asti ce — 1799. A. SuwoROW Rthnikski. 

k M' DE WlCKHAH 

Ministre de S. M. Brit : en Suisse. 



Mr. Wickham to Field-MarahcU Suworow (p. 199). 
(Draft.) Schaffhausen, 9 Sept, 1799. 

Monsieur le Marechal, — La lettre que V. E. m'a fait I'honneur 
de m'ecrire en date du 3 du mois cour^ dans laquelle elle 
m'annonce ses intentions de venir dans ce Pays-ci apr^s avoir 
attaque et force Tennerai dans sa position sur le M* S* Got- 
bard, ne m'a ete remise qu'aujourd'buL 

Votre Exc* doit 6tre persuad^e que je ferai tout ce qui 
dependra de moi, pour contribuer au succ^ des efforts com- 
muns de nos deux Souverains. Mais je croirais manquer k mon 
devoir si je ne mettais pas de suite le vrai tableau des ressources 
de ce Pays-ci sous les yeux de V. E. V. E. le trouvera triste & 
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sterile, mais il est essentiel qu'elle sache au vrai ear quoi elle 
doit compter. Dee treize Cantons qui formaient ensemble le 
Corps Helv^tique deux seals sont occupes en entier par les 
Allies. Dix sont entre les mains de Fennemi, et le treizidme 
(Zurich) est partag6 entre les deux Armees Belligerantes. 

Les deux Cantons que nous tenons (Appenzell et Schaff- 
hausen) sont des plus petits de la Confederation et des plus 
faibles. Zurich avec plus de ressources est pour la plupart 
mal pensant. 

Les Allies occupent de plus quelques petits Pays sujets ou 
Alli& des Cantons, tels que la Turgovie et le Toggenburg, oa 
Tesprit est en general assez mauvais. 

Toutes les ressources de la Suisse soit en hommes, soit en 
esprit public, se trouvent dans les Cantcms occup^ par Tennemi 
et surtout dans celui dc Berne. 

L'inaction de TArm^e Autrichienne nous ayant ferrn^ Taocis 
de ces Cantons^ nous n'arons pu recruter que dans les parties 
de la Suisse oil Ton avait le moins d'esperance de reussir ; de 
sorte que les Lev^s apr^ les pertrs qu'elles ont essuyees 
derni^rement, se reduirent k pen prte ^ deux mille Hommes 
dont la plus grande partie n'est pas encore assez disdplinee et 
instruite pour faire la guerre avec les Trouppes de V. E. 

Les Petits Cantons de Schweitz Uri et Claris, IcHisqu'ils 
se trouvaient occup^ par les Autrichiens, voyant Tennemi 
^ leurs portes, r^pugnaient a servir dans les trouppes reglees. 
Leur population d'ailleurs est tris faible et I'^lite de leurs 
jeunes gens a peri dans la guerre cruelle que les Fran^ais leur 
ont fait, et dans les di^erses tentatives infructueuses qu'ils 
firent ce Printems pour secouer le joug avant I'arrivee des 
Autrichiens. 

Les Milices de ces Cantons sont cependant en grande partie 
avec le General Hotze au nombre peut-etre de mille hommes 
et pourraient 6tre de quelque iitilite pour aller k la decouverte 
et pour faire le service de Chasseurs. Pour les Troupes reglees, 
comme je suis persuade que V. E. ne borne pas ses vues a la 
Campagne presente, j'ose bardiraent lui eonseiller de renoncer 
entierement k les employer avant le Printems. Elles ne 
rendent que peu de services a I'heure qu41 est, mais elles 
peuvent ^tre regardees comme le noyeau d'un Coi-ps conside- 
rable. Qu'on les tienne sur les derri^res cet hyver et j*ose 
repondre a V. £. que nous aurons un corps de dix k douze mille 
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hommes de bonne lufanterie, bien form^ et bien discipline 
avant Touverture de la Campagne, pourvu qu^on ae rende 
Maitre de Berne "pendant VAutomne. 

J'ai envoye k Mons' le CoP de Wymmer Commies'* G&6ral 
des vivres, la lettre que V. E. m'a envoy^ inclose a son adresse ; 
je ne manquerai pas de le voir demain, de me concerter avec 
lui, et de Taider autaut que je le pourrai a trouver moyen de 
pourvoir aux besoins de Tann^e^ dans un pays qui manque 
absolument de tout. Car je ne dois pas cacher a V. E. qu'en 
fait de vivres, le tPays n'ofFre avxyanes ressources. Dans les 
meilleurs tems, il ne suffisait pas k la nourriture de ses propres 
habitants ; il ne pent prevoir pour cet hyver, quelle que soit la 
Puissance qui le possMe^ que la faim et la mis^re. 

Pour les Trouppes Bavaroises j'ecris de suite k Munich, pour 
m'informer en quel etat elles sont Mais je suis fach^ de dire 
k y. £. que jusqu'ici je n'ai pas re9u d'instructions de ma Cour 
a cet ^gard^ et qu'on ne m'a pas annonc^ leur arriv^e, ni de 
Londres ni de Munich. 

Je suis vraiment fache d'avoir un si triste oompte k rendre k 
v. E. Heureusement elle est aocoutumee k lutter avec les 
difficult^ et a les vaincre. 

Pour moi je suis trds flatt^ Mens** le Marshal de ce que vous 
me permettes de vous communiquer mes notions sur le plan 
de campagne propose. Vous pouves 6tre persuade que je ne 
negligerai rien pour meriter votre confiance et votre estime. 

J^ai I'honneur d^6tre &c. &c. &c., 

Wh. Wickham. 

a Son Excellence Mon' 
le Mar^chal C** de Suworow Rtknikski, 

ftc. &0. &C. 

Memorandum ivritten by Mr, Wickham on the margin of the 

preceding Draft (p. 202). 

N. B. Le Marechal Soult m'a dit, apr^ avoir lu et m6me 
relu plus d'une fois cette depeche avec une attention soutenue 
(pour ainsi dire concentric) * que le Marechal Suworow n'auroit 
jamais pu se tromper sur son veritable objet, d'autant moins 
que le General Korsakoff en entrant et s'etablissant en Suisse a 
la place de I'Archiduc Charles n'avoit avec lui que 30,000 
hommes ' en effet il n'avoit que 28,000 et cela pour occuper 
une position dont, selon I'Archiduc la defense demandoit 50,000 
hommes au moins, avec tous les accessoires necessaires pour 
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constituer une armte et dont chaque une des deux armees 
Susses etoient egalement depourvu. J'aurois du parler au 
Marechal Suworow de cette foiblesse comparative^ et je raurois 
fait un peu plus tard, mais je n'ai pas voulu surcharger xnon 
tableau dans le commencement de notre correspondance d'un 
fait qu'il ne devoit pas ignorer, et que je ne pouvois presenter 
a un esprit penetrant et fin comme le sien sans paroitre vouloir 
faire une reprocUe a la Cour de S^ Petersburg d'avoir manque 
a ses engagements en envoyant une idle force pour entrer en 
Suisse au lieu d'une arm^e de 45,000 hommes avec tout ce qui 
etoit necessaire pour le service effectif cPune telle armee. 
L'etat de denuement dans lequel le corps de Korsakoff est 
arriv^ a Scbaffhausen se trouve amplement detaille dans mes 
depeches officielles. 



Mr. Wickham to Field-Marshal Suworow (p. 203). 

(Draft) Schafniausen 10 Sept: 1790. 

Monsieur le Mar^cbal, — Monsieur Le Lieut*-Col* Clinton m'a 
remis la lettre que V. E. m'a fait I'honneur de m'ecrire en date 
du 30 Ao&t II m'a rendu compte en m£me terns de la con- 
versation int^ressante dont V. E. a bien voulu ITionorer. 

V. E, aura appris depuis, que le projet d'attaque dont je lui 
faisais part dans ma lettre du 22* Ult^ n'avait pas ete mis a 
execution, pour des raisons qu'il ne convient qu'a un militaire 
eclaire d'appr^cier, et que PArchiduc a quitte la Suisse avec 
toute son arm^e^ abbandonnant la defense de la Limmat et de 
TAar aux Busses, et laissant le General Hotze avec k peu prds 
20 Bataillons, dans une position 6videmment choisie pour pro- 
t^ger les Grisons et le Vorarlberg, plustot que pour cooperer avec 
Mons' de Korsakow. 

Du reste, avec la confiance la plus enti^re dans les moyens 
de V. E. je suis persuade que la tentative louable d'interesser 
les connaissances militaires et le bon coBur de S. A. £• a la 
conservation de ce malheureux Pays, n'eut cbang6 en rien la 
determination qu'Elle avait prise de I'abandonner. 

Le cceur de S. A. R. avait d^ja assez soufibrt des maux qui 
devaient n^cessairement suivre sa retraite; et dans les diffe- 
rentes conversations que j'ai eu avec S. A. B. a ce sujet, EUe n'a 
jamais manqu6 d'appuyer sur les suites fatales que cette mesure 
devait avoir, pour les operations de la campagne en Italic 
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comme en Allemagne, de meme que pour la reputation et 
rbonneur des armes Imperialee. 

Mais je dois k la coniiance qui regne entre nosdeux Augustes 
Souverains, comme a celle dont V. E. m'a hoDore^ de lui dire 
que depuis que j'^i eu Thonneur de lui ^crire, il m'a et^ con- 
stats que S. A. R. avait les ordres les plus positifs de se retirer 
d^ que les Busses seraient arrives, et que depuis tr^ longtems 
il ne lui etait plus libre d'agir offensivement en Suisse. 

Je m'empresse d'autant plus de communiquer ce fait k V. E. 
qu'elle pourrait peut-fetre croire d'aprfes quelques passages de 
ma lettre du 22, que j'avais voulu insinuer que c'etait a S. A. R. 
m^me, qu'on devait attribuer Finaction de son armee, ce qui 
6tait le plus loin de mon intentioD. 

Tous les militaires SclairSs avec lesquels j'ai eu Tavantage de 
parler, me paraissent ne pas douter que I'armee de S. A. K. 
soutenue par trente-mille Busses, eiit sufiSt au moins pour con- 
quSrir la Suisse et s'Stablir sur la premiere fronti^re de la 
France avant Thy ver ; et je suis persuade que S. A. B. briilait 
d'envie de mettre un tel projet k execution. 

J'ignore I'objet auquel on a sacrifi^ ces belles esp^rances ; 
j'ignore celui qui a donnS le conseil de se retirer; mais quiqu'il 
Boit il n'en est pas moins vrai que sans le vouloir, il a ranimS 
le courage et PespSrance de Tennemi, et mis de nouveau, non 
seulement Tltalie et la Sidsse, mais I'Europe enti^re en danger. 
Je poyrrais ajouter qu'il a fait le tort le plus sensible a la repu- 
tation de Tarm^e Autricbienne, et a la gloire personnelle de 
I'Archiduc. 

Dans ces circonstances malheureuses je vois avec peine qu'il 
n'est pas possible a V. E. de venir encore a notre secours, 
quoique je ne peux qu'approuver le parti qu'Elle a pris; je dois 
ineme avouer que pendant que la force et les positions des 
Armees belligSrantes dans ces contrSes resteront les m^mes, je 
ne soubaiterais pas voir V. E. s'engager dans les Alpes avec 
moins qu*une armSe. 

Je n'entre pas avec V. E. dans de plus grands details sur 
notre position ; comme le Major General Lord Mulgrave, qui 
est spScialement ckarge par ma Cour, de concerter avec V. E. 
les operations de la Campagne, aura eu k Theure qu'il est 
rbonneur de s'expliquer verbalement avec Elle \k dessus : Je 
me borne done k me recommander au souvenir de V, E. et a 
la prier d'agr^er Tassurance de la haute consideration et du 
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respectueux d^vouement avec lequel j'ai Ilionneor d'etre, &c^ 
&c. &c., 

Wm. Wicksam. 

A Son EzcelleDce Monsieur le 
ATaxecbal de Suworow Ryhnikski, &c. &c. &c. 

Field-Marshal Suworow to Mr. Wickham (p. 217). 

Votre Excellence, — J'ai I'lionneur de donner part a Voire 
Excellence, que les Trouppes russes de I'Armee d'ltalie se 
trouve rassemble dans ce moment ci, parti a Bellinzone, et 
parti k Taverni ; deja depuis le 15 nous nous trouvons ici et les 
operations seroient deja commence, s'il n'y avoit pas en tant des 
Difficultes a cause des Mulets necessaire pour le transport des 
Vivres; on les attendoit de jour en jour, et quand une partie 
arrive, la moitie en deserte ; je me trouvois dans des circon- 
stances pareilles, et pour ne pas tarder encore plus long-terns a 
entreprendre les operations, qui de jour en jour devenoient 
naturelement, tant pour les subsistances que pour le terns, 
qu'on procure a Tenuemi a se preparer, plus inquietant, oblige 
de me servir des chevaux de Cosaques pour porter les vivres, 
afin par cet expedient me trouper en etatde commencer demain 
le 21 les operations ; voila Tetat des chesses que je me fais une 
plaisir de communiquer a Votre Excellence. 

J^ai I'bonneur d'etre avec la plus haute Consideration, Votre 
Excellence, Votre tres humble et tr^ obeissant Serviteur^ 

Prince Italique comte Alexakdbb 

SnwoBOW Ktmnikski. 

Taverni ce 20 Septembre 799. 

Major-General Titof to Mr. Wickliam (p. 223). 

Monsieur, — Le corps de trouppes que j'ai rammene d'Utz- 
nach apr^s y avoir combattu se trouvant depourvu de vivres et 
cet objet ainsi que les autres besoins qu'il pent avoir ^xigeant 
absolument des fonds, je prie Votre Excellence de vouloir bien 
m'avancer une somme de deux cent louis que notre General 
Commandant vous remettra le plustot possible. Cette com- 
plaisance de votre part sera pour moi dans les circonstances 
actuelles du plus grand prix. 

J'ai I'bonneur d'etre avec un trfes profond respect, de Votre 
Excellence, le tres humble et tr^ obeissant Serviteur, 

6£n£ral-Majob de Titof. 

k Coiwtance oe 20 7"« 1709. 
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The 'Archduke Charles to Field-Marshal Saworow (p. 252). 

k Monsieur le Mar^cbal 
Pamcs SvwABOW. Poiiaueschiiigen ce Oct 1709. 

Xapprends dans ce moment, par une annonce du Lieutenant 
General Petrasch^ que Monsieur le Marechal prend avec ses 
troupes la Position entre Coire et Mayenfeld. Je me trouve 
dans la n^ssit^ de mettre sous les yeux du Prince la Situation 
des troupes Busses sous le Commandement du Lieut* General 
Comte de Korsakoff et du Prince de Conde. Ces troupes ont 
enti^rement abandonn^ la rive gauche du Bhin, celles du Prince 
de Conde, sans y ^tre forcees, ont m6me evacue I'Abbaye de 
Petershausen en face de Constance, de mani^re que je me suis 
trouve oblige d'occuper ce poste important avec mes troupes, et 
d'y detacher 7 Bataillons et 12 Escadrons, sous le Commande- 
ment du Lieut^ General Comte de Nauendorf. 

Les troupes sous les ordres du Lieut* General Comte de 
Korsakoff occupent le terrain depuis Eglisau jusqu'a Stein ; et 
d'apr^ mes dispositidns d^aujourd'hui, le corps de Conde 
devroit occuper celui du lac de Constance depuis Hemadingen 
jusqu'a Buchhom. 

D'apr^ la disposition des choses, Monsieur le Marechal pourra 
mieux juger quel est celui des deux Corps qui sera le pins utile 
pour ses operations, et je le prie en consequence de mMnstruire 
de ses intentions par la voie de mon Adjudant d'Aile, Comte de 
Bubna, d*autant plus que je m'engage derechef d'employer tous 
mes moyens pour faciliter Son entreprise sur la Suisse et c'est 
pour cette raison que je desire etre informe de Ses projets. 

A I'^ard des Vivres et Munitions, dont Votre Excellence 
exige une avance, j'ai deja donn^ I'ordre au Lieutenant General 
Baron de Petrasch d'employer tous ses moyens a ce sujet et 
Fordre en a ete de meme donn^ a ma direction des Vivres. 
Quant k la Munition, Mons' le Lieut* General a I'ordre de la 
foumir de son magazin de Bregenz autant que cela sera pra- 
ticable eu egard au calibre. 

Enfin je me trouve force de prier Monsieur le Marechal pour 
la defense rigoureuse du Haut Grisons, parceque ce Debouche 
nonseulement expose les Passages qui conduisent au Tyrol, les 
Pays h^reditaires et I'ltalie, mais menace encore la Position des 
deux armies, d'autant plus que d'apr^s la mani^redont I'ennemi 
fait la guerre, il n'aura pas ^chapp^ k la Sagesse de Votre 
Excellence qu'au milieu de I'operation principale, il gait profiter 
des moindres facilites qu'on lui donne. 
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Field-Marshal Suworow to the Archduke Charles (p. 254). 

(Copy.) 
k Son Altesse Royale 
L'Archiduc Charles. Balzere le 11 Oct»«T99. 

La lettre de Votre Altesse Royale en date du 9 du couraDt, 
qui m'a et6 remise par le Comte de Bubna, m'a enti^rement 
tranquillise sur Tannonce d'hier de la perte de ConstaDce. Son 
Altesse Royale voulant bien recevoir mes remerciements, re^oit 
en meme temps, par la persuasion d'avoir travaill^ pour le bien 
general la plus belle recompense des mesures qu'elle a prises 
pour la deffense et la conservation de Petersbausen. 

Instruit par votre demi^re dep^che de la position des corps 
de Korsakow et du Prince de Conde ; bien persuade que V. A. R. 
voudra bien avoir la bont^ d'assister ces deux corps de ses con- 
seils etde son soutien, je me suis decide d'agir le plutot possible 
sur Tofifensif, pour forcer par S* Gall, Wyl, la riviere de Toss 
et operer ma jonction avec les corps de Korsakow et de Conde. 

Je ne cache pas a votre Altesse Royale que j'espere par cette 
manoeuvre couvrir davantage les Grisons et le Vorarlberg, que 
par une deffensive eteudue. Comme il est de toute necessite 
que Ton employe toutes les forces pour I'offensif, mon opinion 
seroit de ne rien laisser en arri^re, parceque non seulement ces 
troupes deviennent iuutiles mais encore affoiblissent le corps 
agissant. 

L'ennemi etant deja maitre de Dissentis et de Ravis, malgre 
les postes qu'on avoit place pour couvrir ces endroits, je crois, 
que pour le moment, il faudroit mettre des entraves a Tennemi 
sur la rive droite du Rhin par la manoeuvre sur S* Gall, la 
demolition des ponts de la Feldberg et de Zollhrucke, finalement 
par I'occupation des retranchements sur la rive gauche de Till 
pr^s de Feldkirch ; jusqu'au moment oil la bataille sur la rive 
gauche du Rhin etant gagnee, notre approche vers la riviere de 
Toss force ces casse-cols a se retirer. 

En laissant 3,000 hommes pres de Feldkirch, il nous reste 
16,000 hommes des troupes Autrichiennes qui ajoutes aux 
Russes forment un corps de 25,000 hommes dont nous avons 
n^cessairement besoin jusqu'au moment de notre jonction a la 
riviere de Toss. 

Comptant arriver demain a Feldkirch, j*arrangerai le reste 
avec le lieutenant general Baron de Petrasch : quant au passage 
du Rhin, il ne pourra s'effectuer tout au plus le 15 eu egard 
au temps qu'il faut pour le rassemblement des troupes Autri- 
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chiennes. En me reservrant de determiner la mani^re et le jour 
de Fattaque, dont j'instruirai plus tard Son Altesse Royale, je 
me trouve oblige de la prier de vouloir accorder, dans le temps, 
a ces deux corps^ les officiers de son etat general^ et de leur 
fournir un soutien suffisant de troupes Autrichiennes. 

La mani^re de penser de S. A. R. pour la bonne cause, de 
meme que ses lumieres, lui feront appercevoir, que non seule- 
nient reparation projettee doit amener avec elle, la delivrance 
entiere de la Suisse ; mais encore sa r^ussite donnera beaucoup 
de facilites aux operations que Ton entreprendra dans la suite 
sur TEmpire, de sorte j'espere que Son Altesse Eoyale em- 
ploy era de son cot^ to us ses moyens pour la faire reussir pleine- 
ment.* 

Oenercd Korsakoff to Mr, Wickham (p. 263). 

Monsieur, — J'ai eu I'honnieur de recevoir la lettre de Votre 
Excellence dattee du 8 de Wangen, avec ime notte jointe de la 
part des etats du Cercle de Souabe au sujet du payement pour 
le transport des munitions du laboratoire de MoesbourgS»Mem- 
ingen et Pfullendorf pour les trouppes Kusses. Je trouve, 
Votre Excellence, la demande des etats du Cercle de Souabe 
est bien juste. Assur^ment ils doivent ^tre dedommag^s pour 
Tembaras et les peines avec quelques du moins petites sommes 
d'argent mais comme je ne sais. pas encore si cette depense me 
regarde car d'apr^s I'arrangement entre les deux cours inip^riales 
je dois recevoir les munitions de guerre toute faite et donner 
des quittances ce que j'en recevrais, mais si cette premiere 



• L'Archiduc Charles non seule- 
inent accepta Toffre de Mons^ de 
Suworow de reprendre roffensive, 
mais il envoy a son adjudant Col- 
loredo a Feldkirch pour concerter 
un plan d'operations bas^ sur le 
passage du Rhin de cote de Con- 
stance et de Schaffausen par toute 
larmde Autrichienne arriv^e de 
Manheim. La conduite du Marc- 
chal Suworow a cette occasion a 
paru ausni extraordinaire, (pour 
ne rien dire de plus fort) que celle 
de Mons** de Korsakoff a Zurich. 
Les causes secretes de cette con- 



duite me sont connues, ay ant ^t6 
rintermediaire entre lui et T Archi- 
duc. — II me suffit de dire que 
TArchiduc sVst conduit a cette oc- 
canion avec franchise et loyaut^, se 
pretant a toutes les tergiversations 
et caprices du Marecha), lui four- 
nissant de plus tout ce que lui 
manquoit de ponton s, artiilerie de 
position, officiers d'etat major, &c, 
&c, &c., et que c'est au Marechal 
seul qu'on doit attribuer le man- 
quement de cette operation. 

Wm. Wickiiah. 



446 APPENDIX. 

arrangement a eu quelqiies cbangemens et que je dois deja 
entrer dans les depenses de transport du laboratoire, j'enverai 
d'abord de Vargent pour contenter au prix d6sir6 par le Cercle 
de Souabe pour les chariots employes pour eet effet. 

Je supplie Votre Excellence de me faire savoir si Monsieur le 
Colonel Ramsay est avec vous a Wangen ou dans un autre 
endroit, car j'aurai besoin de lui ^crire par rapport des affaires 
d'argent, et vous m'obligerez Monsieur k lui £edre mes Com- 
plimens. 

Agreez Thomage de la Consideration tr^s disting^ee avec 
laquellej'ai Thonneur d'etre Monsieur de votre Excellence le 
tres bumble et ties obeissant Serviteur, 

RmsKOT Korsakoff. 

ce 13 d'Oct 
1799 
du camp pr^s du village 
de BenzingBD. 

k S : Ex. : Monsieur db Wigkhaic. 

The Archduke Charles to OenercU KorsaJcofijp. 264). 

(Copy.) Bonatteechingen le 14 oct^* 799. 

A Monsieur le G^n^ral Russe 

RnCSKOT KOBSAKOTF. 

J'apprends par une lettre du Marechal Prince Suwarow qui 
m'est parvenu ce matin par un courier qu*il est d'une necessite 
urgente pour le bien general qu'on lui envoye un soutien con- 
siderable a Feldkirch. 

Comme je n'ai pas un nombre suffisant de troupes Autri- 
chiennes daus les eavirons de Schaffhausen et de Singen pour 
lui envoyer ce renfort comme je le desirais, et que Tinfanterie 
de M' le lieut* General ne pent pas 6tre partag^e, je ne trouve 
d'autre moyen que celui de vous proposer de vous rendre avec 
tout votre corps et les troupes Palatines aupres du Marechal 
Suwarow et de dinger votre marche de la mani^re suivante. 
Demain 15 Oct^"' k Stockach ; 16 Oct**^ a Sallmannsweiler ; 17 
Oct^" a Buchhom ; 18 Oct**^ a Lindauj k Lindau le Marshal 
vous donnera les autres instructions necessaires. 

Le corps pent, demain, prendre a Stockach dans le magazin 
imperial du foin et de Tavoine^pour trois jours, et s'il est possible 
aussi pour 3 jours de pain, sinon pour deux jours. 

Les troupes doivent porter leur nourriture, et il n*est permis 
k qui que ce soit et sous aucun pr^texte de prendre les voitures 
de Paysan, parce que cela rendroit impossible le transport de 
vivres pour Parm^e. 
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Le corps peut derechef k Lindau prendre du fourage et du 
pain pour trois jours dans le magazin imperial. 

n est de toute necessity que Ton envoje aux bagages ioutes 
les personnes dont on ne se sert pas decant Tennemi, parce- 
qu'elles rendent plus difficile la subsistance de Tarm^e. 

Je doute que le Mar^chal ait besoin de plus de cavalerie 
qu'il en a deja pour ses operations, je crois done quHl vaudroit 
mieux que vous renvoyiassi^ toute la votre dans les environs 
du Danube entre RiedliDgen, Mengen, &c. od Ton pourvoiera a 
sa nourriture et d'oii, aprds que le Mar^chal Suwarow aura 
penetre dans la Suisse, il pourra facilement la faire rejoindre. 
Si vous voules prendre votre cavalerie avec vous jusqu'a Lindau, 
cela est a votre disposition, seulement il la faudra laisser entre 
Lindau et Bucbborn, parcequ'outre que je suis assur^ que le 
Marecbal n'a pas besoin de taut de Cavalerie pour ses operations, 
je suis persuade qu'il ne faut pas mSme penser a pouvoir la 
nourir dans le Vorarlberg. 

II est seulement n&^ssaire que le lieutenant general me fasse 
instruire d'abord duquel de ces deux endroits il a dessein d'en- 
voyer sa cavalerie. 

Voila ce que j'ai a vous proposer pour le bien du service et 
vous prie de le mettre sans difficulte en ex^ution. 

The Archduke Charles to FieldrMarshcU Suworow (p. 265). 
(Copy.) Donaueflchingen le 14 Oct*'* 799, 

k Monsieur le 
Marecbal Pbince Sttwabow. 

Je viens de recevoir aujourdhuy matin, par le Capitaine 
Mayer, la lettre que M. le Mar^chal m'a adressee en date du 
12* courant. 

Je vols par les dispositions que vous av^s la bont^ de me 
communiquer, la maniere dont le Prince se propose de faire 
Tattaque projett6e, en consequence, je prends la resolution de 
vous faire mes remarques sur lesdittes dispositions. 

L'ennemi, d*aprds toutes les nouvelles a dans ce moment une 
arm^ d'environ 30,000 boines dans les environs de S' Gall et 
le lac de Wallenstadt ; il a partag6 le reste de ses forces, et en 
a destin^ une partie pour couvrir son flanc gauche depuis 
Constance jusqu'a B&le, et Tautre partie il Pa portee dans le 
Canton d'Uri et le pays du Valais pour menacer I'aile gauche 
de Parm^e combih^e en Suisse, de m6me que les derri^res de 
Parm^ d'ltalie. 
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L*ennemi occupe Sargans, et de la la rive gauche du Rhin 
jusqu'4 la nier. 

D'apr^ ma mani^re de voir, cette position de Fennemi rend 
tr^s difficile ud passage du Rhin dans cette partie, et lui donne 
le terns de s'assembler aux points les plus favorables, pour 
venir avec avantage au devant de la colonne. 

Nos troupes abandonnant Coire, Ragatz, et Mayenfeld, il nV 
a aucun doute que Tennemi n'occupe ces endroits, et ne fasse 
d'abord r^parer tons les ponts de hois. 

Tout ceci pourroit bien arriver avant que vous commencies 
vos operations, et entraineroit avec soi la suite malheureuse que 
le mferae jour ou le Prince entreprendroit de forcer le passage 
du Rhin, Tennemi poussa de Sargans et de Grabs du cote de 
Hirschensprung et Altstatten et causa par cette manceuvre aux 
troupes qui auroient deja passees le Rhin de grandes difficult^ 
a surmonter pour pouvoir se tenir sur la rive gauche du Rhin. 

A tout ceci il faut encore ajouter qu*il est necessaire que non 
seulement Tennemi soit chasse de la Suisse par vos operations, 
mais encore que le Vorarlberg et les Etats hereditaires de S, M, 
I'Empereur et Roi soient en cas d'un malheur imprevu pre- 
serves pour le premier moment d'une irruption ennemie. 

Je crois done que, pour allier ces deux objets importants et 
pour pouvoir les mettre en execution a la fois, il seroit impor- 
tant que M. le Prince ait la bout^ de commencer ses operations 
par attaquer Tennemi prds de Sargans, et pendant qu^une partie 
de nos troupes le poursuivrait par Wallenstadt, Fautre pous- 
seroit en avant du cote de Grrabs, en m£me tems qu'on le 
menace plus has d'un passage du Rhin, jusqu'au moment 
favorable pour effectuer un passage veritable. 

D'apr^ mon opinion, voila le seul moyen avec lequel M. le 
Mar^chal pent entreprendre ses operations sur S* Gall avec 
quelque surety 

Je trouve aussi, comme M. le Mar^chal a eu la bont^ de me 
le fair remarquer dans sa lettre de Balzers, que vous aves trop 
pen de troupes pour une entreprise de cette importance ; par 
cette raison je me fais le devoir le plus sacre de mettre tout en 
execution pour le renforcer, 

J'aurois desire pouvoir vous envoyer ce refort tout de troupes 
Autrichiennes, mais leur eloignment, sans perdre un tems infini, 
rend Faccomplissement de ce desir impossible. En consequence 
j'ai prie aujourdhuy M. le lieut* General Korsakoff de se 
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mettre en marcBe avec son corps pour aller vous rejoindre. Mon- 
sieur le Marechal verra dans la piece cy-jointe ce que je lui ai 
ecrit a ce sujet, ansi que la maniere dont ses marches sont dis- 
tributes et celles dont ses troupes seront nourries. 

Je suis persuade de la necessity que nous devons tout em- 
ployer pour cbasser I'ennemi de la Suisse, et Monsieur le Prince 
peut 6tre assur^ que j'employerai tout ce qui est en mon pouvoir 
pour I'ex&ution de ce projet. 

J'ai de mSme pri^ le P* de Cond6 de rester k Petershausen 
avec son corps. Ce corps est si foible en infanterie, que j'ai 
trouve plus a propos de le laisser oti il se trouve actuellement. 

Je suis tr^ fach6 que par ces circonstances M. le Marechal 
soit oblig^ de remettre le commencement de ses operations au- 
del4 du 20 du courant. Bien que le moindre tems perdu puisse 
Stre tr^ nuisible, je crois necessaire de faire k la securite de 
nos operations le sacrifice de ce retard. 

Aussitot que M. le Marechal me fera instruire du jour qu'il 
entreprendra ses operations, j'employerai tout de mon cote pour 
detacher un corps considerable au-dela du Bhin soit du cote de 
Biessingen ou plus bas, afin de donner a Fennemi toutes les 
inquietudes possibles pour ses derri^res. Le Prince de Conde 
ne pourra rejoindre M. le Prince que lorsqu'il sera arrive dans 
les environs de Wyl, et qu'il aura pousse ime colonne contre 
Pfyn. 

J^aurai soin que M. le Marechal ne manque ni de pontons, ni 
ponts volants, ni de munitions jusqu'a ce que M. le Prince se 
trouve en etat de 8*en fournir lui mSme. 

Le general Autrichien Baron de Hiller va avec le corps 
d'armee Busse. C'est un homme de talents et qui connoit 
parfaitement le pays jusqu'a Zurich. Je vous le recommande 
comme un tr^s honnete homme et comme quelqu'un de tr^ 
instruit; il pourra rendre a M. le Marechal de tr^ grands 
services s'il a la bonte de I'employer. 

The Archduke Charles to Field-Marshal Suworow (p. 268). 

(Copy.) 
a Monaieur le Mar^al Pbhtcb 

Italiskt oomtb Suwabow Rdcnixsky. Donauefichingen le 15 Oct 799r 

Je refois dans I'instant la lettre du Prince en date du 14 du 
courant dans laquelle je vois avec un grand etonnement le 
changement subit de votre plan, de mSme que le dessein que 

VOL. IL G G 
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vous av& de tous mettre en marche par la Souabe avec le corps 
d'armee Busse pour rejoindre le lieut^ general Korsakow. 

Ce mouvement est le plus nuisible de tous pour les opera* 
tions^ parce qu'il m'obligera de mon cot6 d'abandonner Tem- 
pire et qu'il vous mettra dans la position de ne pouToir en 
aucun maniere faire subsister I'arm^ Busse et vous pourvoir dea 
choses les plus n&;essaires, dont vous av& un trte grand besoin. 

J^espere encore que Monsieur le Mar6chal accordera la plus 
mure reflexion au mouvement qu'il a projett^, puisque de sa 
resolution peuvent r^sulter les plus grands malbeurs. 

Dans le cas que vous ne trouvi& pas convenable ce que j'ai 
eut llionneur de vous r^presenter dans ma lettre pr^cedente je 
vous engage de rester avec votre arm^ dans le Vorarlberg, 
jusqu'a ce que j'aie envojS les troupes necessaire au Ideut^ 
general Baron de Petrascb pour la defense de ce pays. 

Je prie Monsieur le Prince de me faire parvenir sa reponse 
le plus vite possible, pour que je puisse d'apr^ elle prendre 
mes mesures. 

The Archdvke Charles to Field-Marshal Suworow (p. 269). 

A Monsieur le 
Marshal Pbincs Sttwabgw. Donaueschingen le 18"* Octobre 799. 

Je viens de rejevoir dans le moment par mon adjudant d'aile 
major comte Bubna, la lettre que Votre Excellence m'addressa 
bier, par laquelle je vois, que Votre Excellence est entierement 
persuade, que I'armee russe se trouve dans Timpossibilite de 
continuer les operations, par cette raison oblig^ de lui donner le 
tems necessaire pour se remettre en etat, que malgr^ cela elle 
placera et tiendra pr§t son infanterie entreLindau et Hoben Ems, 
sa cavallerie entre Lindau et Buchborn. Je ne puis regarder 
ses dispositions, telles n^ssaires qu'elles soient^ que comme 
tr^s nuisibles pour Tavenir. 

Je dois done pri6, Votre Excellence, de soigner pour la surety 
et la plus rigoureuse defense avec son arm^e du pays entre 
Lindau jusqu'a Hoben Ems, pour que le Lieutenant G^n&al 
Baron de Petrascb soit dans le cas de pouvoir detacber des 
troupes de son aile droite du cot^ des Grisons afin de defendre 
tout le pays en avant de Feldkircben, parceque non seulement 
on perdroit les Grisons et le Vorarlberg et votre position seroit 
menac^e, mais ce que je serois force d'abandonner le terrain 
que j'occupe, pour me retirer, par quoi le fhnt de la campagne 
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seroit perdu et les suites en deviendroient trte malheureuses 
pour les operations en Italie. 

Tout ceci est d'une si grande importance pour le bien-6tre 
commun, que je desirerais avoir Phonneur de parler personnelle- 
ment sur cette article avec Votre Excellence. Stockach pourroit 
Stre pour cette entrevue le lieu le plus convenable. Je pri6 en 
consequence Votre Excellence^ si elle est du m§me avis, de me 
fair instruire du jour oil elle s'y transportera^ pour que je me 
trouve dans la possibility de m'y trouver. 

Gabl. 

Fidd-Marshal Suworow to Mr. Wideham (p. 298). 

9 

Lindau le ^ &^ 799. 

Monsieur, — L'enrolement de la Milice Suisse dont il n'y a 
qu'un BataOlon ici et I'arriv^e des 10,000 Bavarois 4tant des 
objets qui me tiennent fortement k Cceur, je prends la Libert^ 
de vous reiterer, Monsieur, mes instances pour en effectuer Tun 
et I'autre. Le z^le infatigable que je vous connois, Monsieur, 
pour la Cause commune m'est le plus sur garant que vous j 
travail! erez sans relache. Dans I'esperance agr^ble de vous 
re voir bientot ainsi que M' le Comte de Stakelberg, je vous 
prie d'agr^er les assurances de mon attachement et de la con- 
sideration distingu^e avec lesquels j'ai I'honneur d'etre, Votre 
trte humble Serviteur et sincere ami, 

Pb. Italuski Ct. a. Suwobow Rtmnixski. 



Mr. Wickham to FiddrMarshal Suworow (p. 333). 

(Copy.) 
(Trfts confidentielle.) Augsbouig le 21 : Nov. 1799. 

Monseigneur, — Deux jours aprfes'le depart de Votre Altesse 
de Feldkircb je iis part a ma Cour par un courier extraordinaire 
de la conversation trte interessante dont Votre Altesse m*avait 
honore dans cette ville, 6crivant en meme tems au Chev*^ Whit- 
worth de la maniere que Votre Altesse desirerait que je le fisse. 

Le Boi mon maitre, dte qu'il a 6t6 instruit des voeux r^els de 

Votre Altesse pour ce qui regarde les operations de la cam- 

pagne prochaine, n'a pas \i6sit6 d*y r^pondre avec empressement 

et de recommander vos projets comme les sienS aux deux Gours 

Imperiales par des couriers extraordinaires exp^^s de Londree 

oe2 
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le 9 de ce mois. Sa Majeste en ag^ssant ainsi, a cm donner la 
preuve la moins equivoque, soit a Leurs Msyestes Imperiales, 
8oit a Voire Altesse meme, de sa oonfiance dans les talents, 
dans les mojeus, et surtout dans la justesse et la droitore de 
vues de Votre Altesse. 

Par suite de ces sentiments, Sa Majesty a surtout insists aupr^ 
de la Cour de Yienne pour que Voire Aliesse soit remise a la tete 
d'une armee combinee Austro-Russe. H semble que les grands 
services que Votre Altease, lorsqu'elle commandait une armee 
ainsi composee, ne cessait de rendre a la Maison d'Autriche, 
doivent assurer a une telle demande une reception favorable. 
Mais pour que Sa Majeste I'Empereur et Boi ait un inier^t 
plus direct a Taccorder, Sa Majeste Britannique fera dans ce cas 
tout ce qui dependra d'elle pour renforcer les armees Autri- 
cbiennes en Allemagne et en Italic de 80,000 hommes, soit 
Busses (sMl plait a votre auguste Souverain d^en accorder ua 
nombre snffisant) soit Suisses et AUemands, et de plus de faire 
a ses frais des arrangements pour Tapprovisionnement de cette 
force additionelle qui apporteront le plus grand soulagement a 
la Cour de Vienne, faciliteront en meme terns la subsistance de 
Trouppes Busses, et mettront les oSBciers et les soldats dans la 
position la plus favorable. 

Le Boi mon maitre a encore demande a la cour de Vienne 
son plan d'operations pour la campagne prochaine, lequel doit 
6tre soumis a la Cour de Petersbourg et approuve par elle et par 
Votre Aliesse comme condition prealable sans laquelle on ne 
peut contracter aucune engagement. 

Cest pour que je puisse mettre toutes ces choses plus en 
detail sous les yeux de Voire Aliesse et lui communiquer con- 
fidentiellement le contenue de depSches que je viens de recevoir 
de ma Cour, que je prie Voire Aliesse de vouloir bien me 
donner une heure a laquelle je pourrai avoir I'honneur de me 
rendre chez elle, pour I'entreienir a ce sujet. EUe apprendra 
surtout avec im v&itable plaisir qu'on s'est ioteresse de la 
maniere la plus forte en faveur de Sa Majesty Sarde, et qu'il 
y a lieu d'esperer qu'on ne meiira plus d'obstacle a son retour 
a Turin, et a ce qu'elle renire en jouissance de la plus grande 
pariie de ses Eiats ei de son droit de Souverainete ; sauf a 
regler apr^ les conditions definitives, moyenant lesquelles la 
Cour de Vienne se desistera de ses pretentions k vouloir tout 
garden 
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Du reste, de tout^s les propositions que le Ministre de Sa 
Majesty Britannique est autorise k faire a la Cour de Vienne, ii 
m'est autoris^ a traiter d^finitivement sur aucune^ sans le con- 
sentement et I'entiere approbation de la Cour de Petersbourg 
pr€alablement obtenue. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre avec la plus haute consideration et le 
plus respectueux attachement, Monseigneur, de Yotre Altesse, 

&c &C. &C., 

Wm. Wickham. 

A : S : A : Monseigneur le 
Pbincb Italiskt Comie Suwobow 
Rymnikski, &c. &c. &c 



The Emperor Francis to Fidd-Marahal Suworow (p. 335). 
(Copy.) 

Lieber Feld-Marschall Fiirst Italisky Graf Suworow Rimnik- 
skj I — ^Mit bedauerlicher Befremdung habe ich aus ihrem 
Schreiben vom 13^° dieses erseben miissen^ dasz Sie mit Ihrer 
unterhabenden Kayserlicb-Russischen Armee> den Riickmarsch 
nach Russland in Kurzem auszutretten beordert und gesinnet 
seyen. Wie nachtlieilig in den Augen von Freund und Feind 
dieser unerwartete Entscbluss erscheinen wird, wie gemein- 
schadlich fiir die giite Sache der aus dieser Maszregel an- 
stehende Eindruck seyn muszte, brauche Ich einem Manne wie 
der Feld-Marschall Fiirst Italisky ist, nicht zu beriihren I 

Ich glaube also von Ihnen, werther Feld-Marschall, erwarten 
zu konnen, dasz Sie wenigstens nicht aus eigenem Antriebe die 
Ausiibung der erhaltenen Marsch-Befehle beschleunigen wer- 
den, um so mehr als, bey inzwischen erhaltenen Aufklarung 
mehrerer Dinge, und der neu eingetrettenen Lage der Umstande, 
Gegenbefehlen von Seite Ihres Monarchen mit Wahrscheinlich- 
keit anzuhoffen seyn dorften. Sollte jedoch es bey dem ersten 
Entscbluss sein unabweichliches Bewenden behalten, so werden 
Sie in Ansehung der nothigen Yerpfiiegs- und anderen Marsch- 
Dispositionen, mit meines Bruders des Erzherzogs liebden, 
welcher von Mir unter einstens hiezu beauftraget wird, sich 
einzuvemehmen und einzuverstehen belieben, damit einer Seits 
die Kayserlicb-Russischen Truppen bey der mit alien Winter- 
Marschen verbundenen Beschwerlichkeit nicht auch Nahrungs- 
Mangel erleiden, und anderer Seits, der Landmann durch dea 
Druck einer zu betrachtlichen Quartiers-Last und iiberhaufteii 
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Vorspanns-Abreichungy nicht nach Allem was er schon durch 
den Krieg ausgestanden bat, za empfindlich mitgenommen 
werde. Was Meine Erbstaaten insbesondere betriffb, werde Ich 
wenn es docb dazu kommen sollte, M einem Hof kri^-Batbe die 
nothigen Weisungen ertheilen; jedoch miiszte in Zdten der 
Tag der Eintreffung an Meinen Granzen bekannt gemacbt, and 
ibm die erforderlicbe Zeit gelassen werden, um die vielfaltigen 
Vorkehrungen, die dieser Truppen Marsch heischet, ins Werk 
setzen und voUenden zu konnen, damit nicht neuer Anlasz zu 
Beschwerden daraus entstehe. 

Franz. 

Wlen : den 28««» Nov : 1709. 

The Due d^Enghien to Mr. Wickham (p. 392). 

Aux enyirons de Munich ce 19 X^'* 99. 

En profitanty Monsieur, de la permission que vous m'avez 
donn^e de vous adresser mes lettres pour I'Angleterre, je ne puis 
m'empeeher de vous reparler d'une chose qui m'interesse vive- 
ment. Vous scavez monsieur ce dont je vous parlai il y a 
quelque temps a Landsberg relativement a moi dans le cas ou 
le corps de mon grandpere rentreroit en Russie ; mais je crains 
de ne m'etre pas fait bien comprendre, et je vous demande 
pardon d'avance de Tennui que vont vous causer quelques 
details dans lesquels je vais entrer; j'ose esperer que ma lettre 
et mes desirs ne seront connus que de vous seul. 

Je viens de recevoir I'avis que le corps marchoit jusques a 
Lintz ou il a ordre de stattioner une quinzaine de jours; il est 
possible sans doute que ce terme se prolonge et que nous re- 
marchions en avant au printems mais qui pent aussi pr^voir si 
les ev^nements politiques a venir ne n^cessiteront point la 
rentr^e des trouppes Russes dans leurs frontieres ? Cest dans 
ce dernier cas, monsieur, (que vivement pein^ a mon age, avec 
ma sant^, et j'ose ajouter, le nom que je porte, de commencer 
une cariere inactive et obscure), je ferois mon possible pour 
obtenir de S. M. I. I'Empereur de Russie im conge pour con- 
tinuer du moins de ma personne k porter les armes centre la 
republique Franfoise, si S. M. I. daignoit me conserver la 
pension qu'elle a daign^ m'accorder, je me trouverois assez 
heureux pour n'avoir besoin d'aucun secours p^uniaire ; mais 
dans le cas oti elle jugeroit apropos de me la retirer, vu mon 
bsence de ses £tats, ne me seroit-il pas permis d'esperer que 
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votre gouvernement m'accorderoit un traiteraent, non a titre de 
pensioD, mais des apoiDtments purement militaires et bornes a 
la duree de la guerre ? car a la paix^ il est de mon devoir A 
' elle n'est pas assez heureuse pour nous permettre de rentrer 
dans notre patrie, d'aller aupr^s de mon grandpere soigner sa 
yieillesse, et la rendre aussi heureuse qu'il dependra de moi. 

Aucun vue d'interSt ou d'ambition ne me portant a faire 
cette demarche, je n'ai point encore songe au rang ou Tespece 
de service que je pourois remplir : dans cette suposition je n'ai 
consult^ que mon ardeur et mon desir de continuer a servir 
centre les rebelles de ma patrie, et un moyen de me tirer de la 
-vie obscure d'un simple colonel de dragons Busses dans un 
cantonnement en Volhinie. 

Sans doute il me seroit tr6a agr^able de servir avec les 
nouyeaux corps Suisses a la soldo de I'Angleterre, mais dussois 
je me retrouver simple volontaire dans Tarm^e Autrichienne je 
serois toujours content de la place qui me seroit assignee pourvu 
qu'elle me mit a m6me de payer de ma personne et de chercher 
a me distinguer dans la cariere militaire, chose devenue im- 
possible aujourd'hui dans le corps de Cond^, oh nos regiments 
organises deja d'une maniere si fautive, sont d'ailleur beaucoup 
trop faibles en hommes pour pouvoir etre utile desormais, a 
moins qu'ils ne soient recrutes des trois quarts. 

Je vous renouvelle mes excuses, Monsieur, de la longueur de 
cette lettre ; la grace soutenue que vous avez toujours cue pour 
moi m'a fait penser que vous preniez quelqu^interSt a ce que 
me regarde, et je crains d'abuser plus longtems de votre com- 
plaisance. Ne doutez jamais, je vous prie, Monsieur, des senti- 
ments de haute consideration avec lesquels je suis, votre tr^a 
humble et tria affectionnS serviteur, 

L. A. H. DS BOUBBON. 



The Archduke Charles to Mr. Wickham (p. 394), 

A Monsieur W" Wickhak 
miniBtre pl^nipotentiaiie de 
S. M. B<i"« prfts le corps Helvetic 
et les Ligues Orises, 
au quar' g*^ de Donau-eechingen 

le 22 ddcembxe 1799. 

Monsieur, — tPai repu la note que vous avez bien voulu 
m*adresser au sujet d\m emplacement convenable au rassemble- 
ment et & la formation des trois regiments Suisses. Vous 
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pouyez £tre bien afisur^. Monsieur, que j'accueillerai toujours 
avec un vif interdt les mesures que vous croirez devoir prendre, 
pour d^velopper les yues gen^reuses de Sa Majeste Briitannique, 
et augmenter les ressources et les forces de la cause commune. 
Je ne trouve cependant rien de plus analogue aux conjonctures 
actuelles^ et la position qu*occupe I'arm^e sous mes ordres, que 
la proposition que vous £utes, d'employer k cet egard la voie 
des n^gociations aupr^ de quelque ville imperial situee sur les 
derridres de mon armfe. Je puis vous donner Tassurance, 
Monsieur, que loin d'y mettre obstacle, j'appuyerai au contraire 
cette d-marche par mon intervention aupr^ de la ville qui 
vous paroitra la plus propre k r^pondre a vosdesseins. Si vous 
croyez, par exemple, que la ville d'Augsbourg, ou quelqu'autre 
ville dans cette partie, malgr^ les nombreux etablissements que 
nous y avons, put r^unir les avantages que vous desirez, je suis 
pr6t a m'adresser de mon c6t6 k cette ville, pour venir a Pappui 
des d-marches que vous auriez faites sur cet objet 

M' le Q^n^ral-Major Baron de Hiller m'a communique la 
demande que vous lui avez adressee, au sujet de I'artillerie que 
vous desireriez tirer des arsenauz Autrichiens. Je ne puis. 
Monsieur, vous faire remettre ces pi^es d'artillerie, en les 
prenant dans celles dont mon arm^e est dot6e, puisque leur 
nombre est calculi par le Conseil de guerre sur ses besoins. 
Maisje vais m'adresser au plutot ace sujet a laCour; etje 
n'omettrai. Monsieur, dans cette occasion comme dans toute 
autre, aucune des d-marches qui pourroient vous prouver mon 
desir sincere de faciliter en tout ce que d^pendra de moi 
Texecution des vues que vous inspire votre z^Ie pour la bonne 
cause. 

Chablbs, F.-M. 



THB KND. 



J 



LOirOOV: TnWTKD BT 

CTomawooDi avo co.. jntw-arBXit iQVAn / 

AMD PABUAJOUTT mSST 0L 



